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PREFACE. 



This publication, consisting of Scnnons> Essays, 
&c. on various important subjects, is presented to the 
public with an earnest desire, that it may aid the cause 
of truth, and be conducive to the divine glory in the 
salvation of men. The subjects particulaHy consider- 
ed are of primary importance ; and it is hoped that 
the contents of this volume will be read by many, with 
an impartial desire to. know and embrace the truth, 
and with much instruction and consolation. 

The. subject of the two first sermons is one, which 
has not been so frequently discussed, either from the • 
pulpit or the press, as many others^ and for this rea* 
son is less ^miliar, and less cle&rly understood than 
many others, even by persons of sound understand- 
ing, and ardent piety. This subject is thought to be 
Illustrated in these discourses, in a judicious, scriptural, 
and convincing manner. 

That is doubtless the most evangelical exhibition of 
any divine truth, which is best suited to coBvince of 
sin, to shew the sinner^ that he is jusdy condemned 
before God, and wholly without excuse, in his im- 
penitency and unbelief; and which is, therefore, best 
suited to bring down the lodiness of man, that the 
Lord s^one inay be exalted. Such it will be found, 
by every candid reader, is the exhibition of the truth, 
-which is attempted in these discourses. But this is 
submitted to the reeuler^s judgment. 

Of these two sermons, the London Evangelical Mag' 
0|!>aziRf gifes the following account : 
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IV Preface. 

« Very considerable contrDyersies have been agi- 
^ated respecting the manner in which anconverted sin- 
ners should be addressed in the gospel ministry. And 
though this is most certainly a very important article, 
' yet there is a great want of unanimity of sentiment re- 
specting it. Perhaps injudicious views of several Cal- 
vinistic doctrines have had an unhappy ii^fiuence upon 
the minds of some. It must be owned there are char- 
acters in the ministry, andjsuch as are zealous for the 
leading truths of tlie gospeU who in the pulpit have lit- 
tle or nothing to say in a way of direct address to tbe 
unconverted part of their auditory. Nay, some go so 
far as to contend that this is no part of their work.-— 
How such can reconcile their creed with the example 
of Christ, the commi»d(m he g^ve to his disciples, and 
the practice of the apostles, to say nothing of the ctm- 
duct of the prophets of old, it is not our province to de» 
termine. While that text, ''^ Go fvreachthe gospel to 
every creature^"* stands in our bibles, we must beg leave 
to think and act very difierently . < 

It is readily olvned, that the discourses before us do 
npt immediately handle this subject : yet they disciissi 
a question most intimately connected with it. In the 
introduction, after remarking the impotence and help- 
lessness of men in themselves, andtheir entire depend- 
ance upon divine grace for salvation, the preacher ^>- 
serves, that " there is a difficulty in the minds of many, 
how to reconcile this total helplessness of sinners with 
the sincerity of the gospel call^ or with the justice ^of 
men's being condemned and punished for their impen- 
itence ahd unbelief." Several ways in which some 
have endeavoured to solve the difficulty are pointed out, 
and their insufficiency, shown. He then adds, " Aft^r 
what has been said, I think there is no way of attempt- 
ing to clear up this mystery leftj hut by showing that 
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there stre two essentially different senses, in which 
men are said to be incapable of doin^ things." Ife 
iarther expl^ns his idea, by saying, ^^ I'he one c<mslsta 
fnly in the want of a heart, or disposition, or will to do 
a thing : while the other consists in, or arises from 
want of understanding, bodily strength, opportunity, op 
v^tever may prevent o'ur dmng a thing when we are 
willing, and strong enough disposed and inclined to do 
it»*' To these he applies th^ terms of natural and moral 
inability. To utate and illustrate this distinction ; to 
thow that men certainly labour under oney or the other 
of these kinds of inability to comply with the gospel^ 
untii they «re made the subjects of effectual divine 
gracei more particularly to consider and evince the 
m^al impotence of sinners, and endeavour to make it 
appear, that there is ordinarily no other incapacity in 
sinners, to comply with the gospel, but that which is of 
the moral kind, employ the preacher through two long 
sermons* At the close, several yiiportant inferences 
are drawn, and, among other matters, the manner in 

, which a ministerial address to the unconverted should 
lie coi^ucted, is hitroducpd 

These sermons are evidently the result of close 
thought^ and coatain much strong reasoning. The 
subject is interesting, and the manner in which it is 
treated is serious. Several marginal notes are added 
by the author ; one especially, upon the nature of true 
l(»re to God, which begins on the 28th page, we beg 
leave to recommend to the most serious attention of 

. the reader.** 

Of the Sermons and Essays, which are designed to 
iHnstrate the doctrine of the atonement^ it is expect- 
cd also, that every reader should judge for himself-* 
The subject is evidently of tlie first importance. " The , 
8tt£feriogs of Christ for sin," says a late writer, " char- 
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ri Preface. 

acterize the gospel schemes and distinguish it from all 
others. The atonemeni mad^ by: them, -adds t<^ the 
christian religion its chief superiority/ and lays the 
only foundation of hope for all who have just views of 
th^ divine law, and the moral state of man. All the 
doctrines of the gospel will derive their peculiar com- 
plexion from the manner in which the doctrine of 
atonement is explained. A mistake here will be pe- 
culiarly injurious, and will infallibly lead into error in 
every part of divinity. Atonement is the great sun in 
the centre of the system. Blot it out, and you are 
lost forever. Not a ray from any other quarter will 
dart through the gloomy pdsori of sin, to cheer its 
disconsolate inhabitants, to (Hsenthral them from their 
chains, and enlighten their path to freedom and 
glory/* 

Correct views of the atonement shed light, con- 
sistency, harmony and beauty divinely charming over 
the othor doctrines of the gospel. 

However interesting the subject, it is one on which 
those are not perfectly united, whose piety is ap- 
parently unquestionable. In the liiscourses and Es- 
says on this subject) the writers have occasionally ex- 
hibited a small diversity of sentiment. This must 
generally have arisen from the different errors, which 
tliey designed to expose, and which were more par- 
ticularly contemplated, in their respective arguments^, 
and illustrations. While they have presented no es- 
sential differeneeof sentiment, they have honestly and 
feithfuUy declared to others, what they believed t& be 
the " trut^ as it is in Jesus*" ' 

May the bles^ng of God accompany His truth, that 
it may be a savour of life unto many souh ; and to 
fiim shal!1)e all the'glory forever. 

,. . TftEWBUSHERv 
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The InabiRty of the Sinner to comply with 
the Gospelf his inexcusable guilt in not 
complying with iV, and the consistency of 
these with each other ^ illustrated^ 

IN TWO DISCOURSES, 

ON JOHN vi, 44. 

BY JOHN SxMALLEY, D. D. 

SERMON I. 

Man* s 'Inability to comply with the Gospel. 



JOHN vi, 44. 

J\^o man can come to me^ except the Father which hafh 
sent ine^ draw him^ 



XT is, no doubt, of the last importance, that people 
should be convinced and made thoroughly sensible of 
thei r impotence and helplessness in themselves, and 
their entire dependence on divine grace for salvation. 
So long as sinners think they can recommend them- 
selves to the favour of God by their own righteousnessj 
they will never " come unto" Christ " that they may 
have life." For " the whole have no need of a physi- 
cian, but they that are sick." And so long as persons 
in&agine they labour under no insuperable inability lo 
■ A 
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2 Smalley on Moral InabiRty. 

comply with the gospel, thejr will never feel theif de- 
pendence on Him who alone is able to work in them 
<< the whole good pleasure of his goodness, and the 
work of fjoth with power.'* Nor wiU they feel (SsposeU, 
or see the occasion they have, to " give unto God the 
glory,*' wWch is indeed " due unto his name,'* in their 
salvation; Accordingly, the depravity, blindness and 
deadness of mankind, in things of a spiritual nature^ 
and their utter inability to comply with the gospel, as 
well as to obtain salvation by the deeds of the law, are 
much incalcated and indsted on in the sacred scrip* 
tures. 

But then, there is a difficul^^ in the minds of many, 
how to reconcile this total helplessness of sinners with 
the sincerity of the gospel call, or with the justice of 
men's being condemned and punished, for their impen- 
itence ^nd unbelief* And indeed it does seem as if 
men could not be to blame, for not doing impossibili- 
ties : nor should we, in other ca6es, tlunk there was 
much kindness or sincerity in offering a favour on con- 
ditions that were known to .be impracticable. 

There b scarce any one, I believe, that has ever 
.thought much about religion, but what has, at one time 
or other, felt himself pinched with this difficulty. And 
it is wont to have a most peitiicious influence upon the 
minds of sinners in general ; but more especially when 
they come to be under awakening^, and begin to en- 
quire, ^ what they shall do to be saved." Accord- 
ing to what they hear in sermons, yea, and according 
to what they read in their bibles, they are at a loss to 
see how the ways of the Lord can be equal. " The 
earned mind," they are told, " is— not subject to the 
law of God, neither indeed ca« be.*' And that, " they 
that are in the flesh cannot please God." They are 
tlierefore under a necesHty oi sinning, yea, of doing 
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SmaUetf cm Moral InqbiUiy* 3 

nothing else but sin. And yet, " every transgrenuon 
Mid disobedience/' is to receive a most dreadful ^ re- 
compence of reward,'* the wrath of God being " re- 
vealed from heaven against all ungodliness and un- 
righteousness of men^'* And no reHef, no deUveranee 
from wrath, is to be hoped for through the gofipel, but 
upon impossible conditions : Such conditions as no 
natf^ral men, no one who is dead in trespasses and sins 
ever did, ever will, or can c<^mply with. And yet a 
non*compli^ce with these conditiohs exposes to an 
amazingly aggravated, additi^ial condemnation ; inso- 
much that it will be more tolerable for Sodom and Go- 
moiTah, in the day of judgment, than Ibr thtse who 
enjoy the %ht of the^gdspel, and tb not embrace the 
ftalvation it offers. 

But how these things are conj4stent with reason \ 
how they can ever be reconeiled with the goodness or 
the justice of God, they are greatly at ^Joss. Siick a , 
view of the matter teems^ to them to make the mo^t 
high Indeed, what the slothful servant said, a hard tnas* 
ter, <( reaping where he has not sown, and gathering 
"Where he has not strewed." Or, like the cruel Egyp- 
tian task-masters, requiting the fhlltale of brick with- 
out allmving the necessary straw j requiring tliat of 
bis a?eatures which he knows exceeds their utmost 
strength, and then they are beaten ; yea, must be pun* 
ished with everlasting destruction, for not doing what 
they would do with all their hearts ; but it is no more 
in their power, than it is to make a world. 

Now, untH this difficulty can be fairly got over in the 
minds of people, it seems impossible they should, in 
their consciences, justify God, or condemn themselves 
as he condemns them. Or that f hey should understand, 
cither the justice of the divine law, or the grace of 
the gospel. , It is therefore certainly highly necessary. 
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4 Smalley an Moral Inability, 

that what the scripture says upon this subject, should 
be set in a consistent light, so as to commend itself to 
every man's conscience in the sight of God. 

There are eeveralivaysj in which this has been at- 
tempted. Seme accoufit for God's suspending our sal- 
vation upon impossible conditions, and condemning 
men for notdwng what it is not in their power to do, by 
•observing, that we loat our fiower by the fall. Our pre- 
sent weakness and blindness was brought upon us as a 
Hghteous punishment for the disobedience of Adam ; 
and God, they say, has not loat his right to command, 
because man, by his own folly and sin, has lost his 
ability to obey. That is, we ought, it is our present 
real duty to exert, not only all the strength we actually 
have^ but all we should harve had^ had it not been for the 
original apostacy. 

But to tMB it will be okjectedy that we never reason 
and jud^e in this manner, in any other case. We do 
not think those who have lost their eyes, are still to 
blame for not seeing ; or those who have lost their rea- 
son, for not understanding | or that it is the duty of 
those to labour with their lands, who have no hands to 
labour with. Not, though we suppose they were de- 
prived of those faculties in a righteous manner, for 
their -jius. Or, suppose a servant, by hb own folly 
and bad conduct, 4ias brdught a fit of sickness upon 
himself, do we think it reasonable for his master still 
to require him to go out into the field every day, and 
do as much work as if he was well ? And is the ser- 
vant to blame, in not obeying Such a>mmands ? Does 
- he daily commit new sin, in not woriting, when per- 
haps he now wishes, with all his heart he was able to 
do it ; but has not strength to go a step, or l^ear his 
weight? 
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Smalley on Moral Inadilih/. 5 

It must, I think, be granted, that we do generally 
suppose a man's present duty cannot exceed his pres- 
ent strength, suppose it to have been impaired by 
"What means it will. We never hear even a good man, 
pretend to repent or blame himself, that he has not 
seen the light of the sun all day, and resolve not to be 
guilty of the same sin to-morrow, when he has been 
stone blind for twenty years, I sfiall not therefore un- 
dertake the defence of this, as any sdution of the dif- 
ficulty to the apprehension of reason and common 
sense. Nor can I think that any one was ever con- 
vinced of the sin of unbelief in this way. However 
well meant it might probsdaly be, by the inventors of it, 
it secerns rather calculated to ease the consciences of 
men, by casting .aU real blame back upon the first sin 
only. 

Others (and those who would not be thought, and 
are not suspected to lean in any measure towards Jrm 
niintojuamj have supposed it necessary to soften mat- 
ters a little, as to the sovereignty of grace, and the 
helplessness of sinners, if we would avoid the above 
inconsistency, or reflection on divine justice. They 
would have it maintained, indeed, that sinners are un- 
able to do much, if any thing, towards their salvation, 
merely of themselves. Nor do they suppose that any 
one is ever brought to true repentance and faith In 
Christ, without the bestowment of special grace. But 
then they apprehend, it may, and must be, admitted, that 
sinners are able, by the help of common grace, to do 
those things whicli are connected with, and may be 
considered as a sort of preliminary conditbns of salva* 
tion ; conditions upon which regeneration, and an abil- 
ity jto come up to the actual t^ms of the gospel, are 
promised} or however, will undoubtedly be bestowed- 
A2 
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6 Smalley on Moral Inability. 

That isj they suppose, if sinnei-s will seek and prar> 
use the means of grac^,. and do the best that persons 
under their circumstances, and having such hearts as 
they have, viay do^ God will not be wanting on his 
part, or leave tliem to perisli : That if they exert all 
the strength, and make a good improvement of all the 
assistance they have, they shall have more and more 
given them ; till in the end they are enabled to obtain 
mercy, and to lay hold on etenial life. That although 
there are no absolute promises to such earnest and 
smcere, though feeble efforts of the unregenerate, yet 
certainly there are many very precious eilcourage- 
iTients; which may indeed, securely enough be relied 
on. So that, on the whole no sinner is under any real 
impossibility, olany kind^ of obtaining salvation. For 
every one, let his impotence be as great as it may, can 
certainly do what he can. And if upon his doing this^ 
God will not fidl to help, as to what he cannot ^(^ ; then 
every one may be saved, whatever sin and weakness, 
or depi*avity he labours under, notwithstanding. Nor 
do they see how we can vindicate the divine justice, or 
iuirly cast the blame of the sinner's perdition on him- 
self, without supposing such a universal sufficiency of 
grace as this. 

Now, if this can be made out to be really the case, 
that all are actually, and in eveiy view, enabled to do 
those things which are certainly connected with eter- 
nal lifca there will be no difficulty, perhaps with any 
cne, to see that the ways of the I-ord are equal. For 
according to this there seems to be no respect of per- 
sons v.iiU God, even in the distribiation of \ii^ freest fa^ 
voursi-*iX\y more than in his judicial firoceedings. The 
c'.ifference between him that is saved, and him that pcr- 
ibhcth, not originating from any inequality in the bc- 
stowmcnt of di\ine grace ; but solely from the better 
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Smalley on Moral Inability. - 7 

iijaprovement one sinner makes of the same grace, than 
another does. 

But, I am afraid, it will be as hard to reconcile this 
way of solving matters with the scriptures, and with 
the truth of fact, as it is the former, with reason. Cer- 
tainly the scriptures seem to speak a language quite 
different from this. In them we are taught, ** That it 
in God that maketh one man to differ from another, 
for the better, and not he himself. That it is not of 
him that wilieth, nor of him that runneth, but of God 
that sheweth mercy," and " that he hath mercy on 
whom he will have mercy ; and whoni he will he hard- 
eneth.'* And in out text, our Saviour accounts for 
the murmuring and opposition of the unbelieving 
Jews, by making this observation to his disciples upon ^ 
it ; << no man can come unto me, except the Father 
-who hath sent me, draw him." By which he evidently 
meant to intimate, that the conduct of his opposers, 
con^deri^ what human nature was, was not to be 
wondered at. That they acted no otherwise than all 
other men would, if left to themselves as they were. 
That those who now followed and obeyed him, would 
never have come to him, or become his disciples, had 
it not been for a gracious divine influence upon their 
minds, which was not granted to those mCirmurers and 
opposers ; had they not been effectually drawn by him 
in whose hand are the hearts of men, and who turneth 
them as rivers of water are turned. We are plainly 
taught in this text, taken in the connection in which it 
stands, as we are also in a multitude of other places^ 
that men do not first distinguish themselves, by heark- 
ening to the calls of the gospel ; but it is God that 
makes one to differ from another, in this respect, by 
his sovereign and distinguishing grace. Xbe point of 
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doctrine f thereforci that I shall insist upon froJpa the 
words is this : 

That none are able to comply with th^ gospel^ but 
those who are the subjects of the special and effectual 
grace of God ; or those who are made mllin^y and ac- 
tually do comply with it. 

What I have in view, in the following discourse, is 
not only ig confirm this doctrinct but to endeavour ta 
set it in such a light as to obviate the forementioneU 
difficulty, of salvation's being offered on impossible 
conditions, and men's being condemned for not doing 
that which they are incapable of. And, after what has 
been said, I think there is no way of attempting to clear 
up this mystery left, but by showing that there are fwo 
essentially different sensesy in which men are said to he 
incajiable of doing things : or, by having recourse to 
the distinction of Tzamra/ and mora/ /«adz7«Vy. Accord'- 
^g^X) ^be method I propose, is^ , 

1. As clearly as I can, to state artd illustrate this (Us* 
tinction. , 

2. To show, that men certainly labour under one^ or 
the other^ of these kinds of inability to comply with 
the gospel, until they are made the subjects of effectual 
divine grace. 

3. More particularly to consider and evince the moral 
impotence of sinners. And, 

4. Endeavour to ipake it appear, that there is ordi- 
narily no other incapacity in sinners, to comply with the 
gospel, but that which is of the moral kind. 

1. Then, It is to be observed, for the clearing up 
this subject, that there are tivo very different kinds of 
inability ; so different, that the one, however great, 
does not lessen moral obligation in the least ; whereas 
the other ^ so far as it obtains, destroys obligation^ and 
takes away all desert of blame and punishment entirely. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Smalley on M&ral Inability. 9 

These two kinds of inability, as I hinted, have com- 
monly been disiinguished, by calling one a natural^ 
the bther a marul inability. Which distinction may be 
briefly stated thus. MoralinabilUy consists only in the 
want of a heart, or disposition, or will, to <lo a thing^. 
Mitural inability J on the other hand, consists in, op 
arises from, want of understanding, bodily strength, 
opportunity, or tvhatever may prevent^ our doing a 
thing, when we are willing, and strongly enough dis- 
posed and inclined to do it. Or, in fewer words, thus r 
Whatever a man ceuld not do, if he ivouldy in this, he 
is unclcr a natural inability ; but when all the reason 
"why one cannot do a thing, is because he does not 
choose to do it, the inability is only of a moral nature. 

This distinction takes place equally with regard to 
both evil Qnd good actions. Thus, for instance, the 
divine Being cannot do evil ; not because he wants op- 
portunity, or understanding, or strength, ^ to do, with 
infinite ease, whatever he pleases ; but only because 
he is not, and it is impossible he ever should be, in- 
clined to do iniquity. He is so infinitely and immuta- 
bly holy, wise, just, and good, that it is impossible he 
should ever please to act otherwise, than in the most 
holy, righteous, and best manner. Hence though we 
read that " with God ail things are possible," and that 
he can do every thing ; yet elsewhere we are told, "he 
cannot deny himself/' and tTiat it is impossible, " for 
God to lie/' 

On the other hand, satan is incapable of doing right, 
or of behaving virtuously, in any one instance, or in the 
least possible degree. But this is not because he 
jranls natural abilities; for undoubtedly in that respect, 
he is far superior to many that are truly virtuous. His 
being incapable of any thing but infernal wickedness;j 
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is altogether owing to his beingof such an infernal: dis- 
position. 

And it is not uncommon to speak of incapacity ia 
mankindf both as to doing good and doing eril, ii> this 
two-fold signification. Some persons we say are inca- 
pable of doing a mean thing. Not that we think it is above 
their natural capacity ;.but it is beneath them ; they 
abhor, or they would scorn to do it. Others are inca- 
pable of several soru of villainy, not through -^ny want 
of good will to do it : they only want a convenient op» 
portunity, or sufficient ingenuity. — And just so it is in. 
regard to doing good. Some have it not in the power 
of their hands \ others have no heart to doit. Qne is of a 
truly generous spirit, and npthing but his own poverty 
keeps him from being what Job was, a father to the poor^ 
the fatherless, and him that has none to help hiro.«-^ 
Another is rich, and might be a great benefactor and 
blessing to all around him ; but he has no hesurt to de- 
vise liberal things. He is deafXx} the cries of the poor, 
blind to their wants, and dead to all the generous feel- 
ings of humanity and compassion. 

Some are so feeble and infirm that they can do scarce 
any bodily labour ; though they are extremely free and 
willing to lay themselves out to the utmost that their 
litrength will bear, and often go beyond it. Others are 
strong and healthy enough, and might get a good living, 
and be useful members of society ; but such is their 
invincible laziness, that their hands refuse to labour, 
and they can hardly get them out of their bosoms.-— 
Some are effectually kept from shining, or being very 
useful, in any public sphere in church or state, through 
the weakness of their heads : Others, a$ effectually^ 
by the badness of their hearts. Some are incapable of 
being taught, by reason of natural dulness : others only 
because they are of an unteachable spirit, and full of 
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self-conceit. Some are blind for want of eyes ; but it 
is an old proverb, that none are more blind than those 
who will not see. 

These examples ar« sufficient to illustrate the dis- 
^ction I am insisUng on, and to make it evident, that 
hy fneaiiabilityy we often mean something very different 
from want of natural capacity. We may also perceive 
from these instances, that there is a real necessity for 
using such^ words as cafiablcy incafiabUy cannoty Sec. in 
this diversity of signification, in which we see they are 
iised> in common speech, as well as in the scriptures. 
For whenever any thing, wTiether in ourselves or with- 
out us, is really absolute!/ inconsistent with our doing 
a thing, we have no way fully and strongly enough tp 
express that inconsistence, but by saying we are unable^ 
we earmotj it is imfioasiblcy or using some word of like 
import. And now it is certain that want of a heart, or 
inclination to do a thing, may be, and is, as inconsistent 
with our doing it as any thing else could be. Covet- 
onsness is as inconsitent with liberality as poverty, and 
may as effectually hinder a man from doing deeds of 
charity. Indolence is as inconsistent with industry^ 
as bodily weakness, and infirmity. The want of an up« 
right heart and a public spirit, is as inconsistent with 
the character of a good ruler, as the want of wisdom 
and understanding. And the want of all principles of 
virtue must be as inconsitent with acting virtuously^ as 
even the want of those intellectual faculties which arc 
necessary to moral agency. And so on the other hand 
as to doing evil things. There is no possibility of do- 
ing them, that is, knowingly, designedly, and as moral 
agents, without an evil disposition. Our free and mo- 
ral actions are, and must be, as invariably guided and 
dictated by our minds, as they are limited and bounded 
by our natural power. That is, every one must act 
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his own nature and choice ; otherwise he does not act 
himself; he is not the agcnti And if, when we would 
express this sort of necessity, we should not use the 
same phrases as are made use of in cases of natural ne- 
cessity ; but, for fear of a misunderstanding should 
carefully avoid saying a man cannot^ whenever we 
mean only that he has not such a heart as is necessary, 
and only say that he will not^ in all such cases ; our 
language would often sound odd, being out of common 
custom, which governs the propriety of words ; and 
not only so, but it would not be sufficiently expressive. 
Should we be afraid to say it is imfiossible for a man to 
love God, or come to Christ, while his heart is altoge- 
ther wicked and full of enmity against God and Christ ; 
people would be ready to think we imagined this 
might sometimes happen, and that there was no real 
impossibility in it of any kind. Whereas there is as 
real, and as absolute an impossibility in this case, as in 
any supposable case whatever. To be more guarded 
therefore, than the scripture is, in this matter, would 
be to be unguarded. The apostle demands, " can the 
fig-tree, my brethren, bear olive berries ? either a vine, 
iigs ?** And the prophet, " can the Ethiopian change 
his skin ? or the leopard, his spots ? Then may ye also 
do goodr who are accustomed to do evil." And our 
Saviour says, " a good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit ; 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.' A 
good man out of the good treasure of the heart bring- 
cth forth good things. And an evil man out of the evil 
treasure bringeth forth evil things." There is as cer* 
tain and never-failing a connection in this case as in any 
natural connection whatever. Which ought by no " 
means to be dissembled, but openly maintained. But 
then it is certainly of a (jiuite different^ and even a di- 
rectly opposite nature, to all itltents and purposes of 
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moral agency. And it is of the last importance, in my 
apprehension, that this also should he maintained and 
manifested to every man's conscience* 

Because a man mitst act according to his own hearty 
or as he pleases ; does this destroy his freedom ! It is 
the very thing in which all free agency consists. The 
pulse can beat ; the limbs can move in some bodily dis- 
cHrders, or when one that is stixMiger than we takes 
hold of them ; whether we will or no. But God does 
not consider us as accountable for such actions as these. 
And we should, and that not without reason, think it 
very hard, should he blame or punish us for them. 
For an honest and good man's pulse may beat as irre- 
gularly as the worst villain's in the world. Or his 
hands, in a convulsion, may strike those around him, 
in spite of all he can do to hold them still. Or one 
may be carried by force along with a gang of thieves, 
and be taken for one of them, though no man hates 
such company and actions as theirs, more heartily than 
he docs^ Such involuntary actions every one sees a 
man is not, and ought not to be accountable for. Apd ' 
the reason is, no bad inclination of ours, or want of a 
^ good one, is necessary in order to them. They are so 

free^ as to be independient of us^ and out of our power. 
If all our actions were like thes^ ; no ways necessarily 
connected with our disposition, and choice, and tem- 
per of mind, we could not be accountable creatures, op 
the subjects of moral government. If a good tree 
could bring forth evil fruit, and a corrupt tree good 
fruit ; if a good man, out of the good treasure of his 
heart, could bring forth evil things, and an evil man, out 
of the evil treasure, good things ; the tree could never 
be known by its fruit. It could never be known by 
a man's actions, any thing what his heart was* So that, 
B. 
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if they were dealt ifrith according to their work^ th^ 
most upright and well cUsposed would be as liable to 
be punished ; and the most iil-natured ^nd ill-disposed^ 
as likely to be rewarded, as the contrary. Whence all 
moral government must be at an end. 

Certainly, if we are justly accountable, rewardablei 
t>r punishable, for any actions ; if aqy actions are, or 
can be, properly our own^ it must be such as are dic- 
tated by ourselves, and which cannot take place without 
our own consent. An inalnlity, therefore, to act other- 
wise than agreeably to oul* own minds, is only an ina- 
bility to act otherwise than as free agents. And that 
necessity which arises from, 6t rather consist in, the 
temper and choice of the agent himself, and that which 
is against his choice and his very nature, are so far 
from coming to tjie same thing at last, that they are 
directly contrary one to the other, as to all the pur- 
poses of morality, freedonr, accountableness, and de- 
sert of praise or blame, reward or punishment. 

And this is agreeable to the sense of all mankind) in 
all common cases. A man's heart being fully set in 
him to do evil, does not render his evil actions the less 
crimingil, in the judgnxent of common sense, but the 
more so : nor does the strength of a virtuous disposi- 
tion render a good action the lesa^ but the more amiable, 
and worthy of praise. Does any one look upon the di- 
vine Being, as less excellent and glorious, for being so 
infinitely and unchangeably holy in his nature, that he 
♦< cannot be tempted with evil," or act otherwise than 
in die most holy and perfect manner ? Does any one 
look upon the devil as less sinful and to blame, because 
he is of such a devilish disposition, so full of unreason- 
f|ble spite and malice against God and man, as. to be 
itKapable of any thing but the most horrid wickedness { 
^t\d as to mankind : who is there that does not make 
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i di£Ference betNveen him that is incapable of a base 
actioiT. only by reason of the virtuousness of bid tem- 
per, having all the natural talents requisite for the 
most consummate Tillainy : and him that is incapable 
of being the worst of villains, for no othe'r reason than 
only because he docs not know how ? Does any one 
think that only the want of a will to work, excuses a 
man from it, just as much as bodily infirmity does ? 
Or, do we any of us ever imagine, that 'the, covetous 
miser who, with all his useless hoards, has no heart to 
give a penny to the poor, is for that reason equally ex- 
cusable from deeds of charity, as he who has nothing 
to ^c ? 

We certably always make a distinction betwixt 
i¥ant of natural abilities to do good, and the want of a 
heart ; looking upon the one as a good excuse, the 
other as no excuse at ally but rather as that in which all 
wickedness radically consists. A natural fool no one 
blames for acting like a fool. But << to him that know* 
eth to do good, and doth it not ; to him " it is sin,*' in 
the sense of all mankind, as well as in God's account. 
" If there be first a willing mind^^ we always suppose. 
it ought to be accepted according to that a man hath, 
and not according to that he hath not." But the want 
of a witling mind, or not having a mind to do well, is 
universally considered as a crime, and not as an excuse. 
Nothing is more familiar to us, than to distinguish in 
tliis nianner. Nor caa any man of common sense help 
judging thus. 

Now this distinction is as applicable to the case be* 
fore us, as it is to any other case. Some may be una- 
ble to comply with the gospel, through the want of 
those powers of mind, or those bodily organs, or those 
means of grace, withotit which it is impossible to un- 
ierstand the character of Christj ot the way of salva* 
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tion through him. In either of which cases, the ina- 
bility is of the natural kind. Others may have aU the 
outward means, and all the natural faculties, which ^re 
Tiecessary in order to a right understanding of the gos- 
pel ; and yet, through the evil temper of their minds, 
they may be disposed to make light of all its proposals 
and invitations, and to treat every thing relating to re- 
ligion and another world, with the utmost neglect and 
indifference. Or, if their fears of « the wrath to come," 
Arc by any means awakened, and they are made. with 
inuch solicitude to enquire " what they shall do to be 
saved," still they may be utterly disinclined to submit 
to the righteousness, or the grace of God, as revealed 
in the gospel. They may be still, " such children of 
the devil, and enemies of all righteousness, as to be 
irreconcilably averse to all the right ways of the Lord.** 
They may have " such an evil heart of unbelief, to de»- 
part from the living God," as is absolutely inconsistent 
with consenting to the covenant of grace, or *' beUev<- 
ing to the saving of the soul." Now, when this is the 
case, the inability the sinner is under, is only of a moral 
nature. 

We may now pass on to the 

2d. head, viz. To s|)Ow that all who arenot the sub- 
jects of the special and effectual grace of God, must 
qcitainly be unable, in one or the other of these senses> 
to come to Christ, or comply with the gospel. 

Those, many of them at least, whf» dislike the dis- 
tipction now explained, and some who seem in a sort 
to admit of it, suppose all men have, and must have, 
every kind of ability to do their duty, and to obtain sal- 
vation. But, I apprehend, it will be very easy to make 
appear, that this certainly b not the case. A variety 
of scripture arguments, and a multitude of texts, might 
be adduced here, were they needed. But that all have 
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liot, both the fore-m«ntioned kinds of ability to comply 
irith the gospclj either of themselves, or by the help 
of Gomihon grace, is as evident as any thing needs to 
be, merely from the feet, that many do not do it, but 
actually live and die in impenitenge and unbelief. By 
common grace is meant, that grace ivhich is given to 
sinners in general, those that are not saved, as well as 
those that are. They who believe that all are in every 
sense able to work out their own salvation, through the 
gospel) would not be thought to frustrate the grace of 
God. They do not suppose sinners are able to do this 
of tkemaelvesj but that some divine assistance, some 
working of God in th6m, both to will and to do, is really 
necessary in the case. But then they suppose, all this 
heeded grace, whatever it be, is given to sinners with- 
V out exception : and hereby they account for God's 
commanding all men every where to repent and be- ' 
lievc the gospel. ** I grant, indeed," says an ingenious 
Arminian writer,* << that by reason of original sin, we 
are utterly disabled for the performance of the -condi- 
tion, without new grace from God. But I say then, 
that he gives such gmce to all of us, by which the per- 
formance of the condition is truly possible, and upon 
tbb ground he doth and thay most righteously require 
it.** Here by the way, it is worthy of particular re- 
xnark, what nodons many are obliged to entertain of 
divine grace, in order not to reflect upon the divine 
justice* To require fier/ect holiness of cr^atiires so en- 
feebled and det>raved as vne are, they suppose would 
be evidently one of the most unreasonable things in the 
world. Therefore God has been graciously pleased to 
send his Son to obey and die in our room, that wc 

* Dr. Stebbing, on the operation of the Spirit 
B 2 . 
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might nor be " under the law, but under grace." BiM> 
then the covenant of grace is not gradous enough to^ 
be entirely just ; because by reason of odginal mh ^^ 
are utterly disabled for tlie performance of the condi* 
lion upon which salvation is still suspended. Tore- 
medy the um^asonaWcnes^ of this> new grme^i^om. 
God is required. Accordingly^ ^' he giveth moregrace^^* 
** He gives such grace to all of us, whereby tlic per^ 
formance of the condiiion is truly possit^e ; and upon 
this ground he doth and may most rightec^sly require 
it r* Thus, hot only the obedience and death of Christ, 
l^ut likewise all the grace of the Holy Spirit wbkfa is 
necessary to salvation, is fetind no more than ^airely 
sufRcient to screen the ways of Ciod to men, from the 
just impuiation of uUreisonableness aand unrigbteeus* 
ness!^ It is certainly difllcuU to conteiv^, bow ^uty 
man, who really views thinf^ in this Hgbt, however 
much he may talk of ^ee grace, can ever feel himself 
any m<;re Obliged and indebted to God, than if he had 
only dealt with us in a rigliteous mannger from &ret to 
last, never requiring more of us than we were i^to tor 
do, and so &o occasion or room had been given forai^ 
grace in the alfair. And yet this view of the mattar is 

* Aee6c^g to this fepresentAdoiLof t^ matter, I desire it 
may be attentively considered^ whether tbi9» which is called 
^0C9^ does in anything really differ froib debt in the strictest 
. sensed Ifit would be an unrighteous thingin God, to require 
, a compltanee whh the gospel, without besto wiu^ idl thAt graofit 
which is necessary in order to a eompHance ; Aeft siiiee he 
does indeed require suth a coit^pliance^ vrouldk not beaaim* 
r^teousthiiig in him to withhold BUGfa,^^<«.? ^bmee (things, 
bei^ eircuHwtanGed as they arc) this ^ace which all are 
made plETtfckers of, is no more than what all m^ cl;um as their 
just due. And therefore, does not the whole come to this at 
last, thu^^tas common grace, which is so mudb conteiidcd fer^, 
is not CQmmm frace, but, comfiwn debt ^ 
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hMy as &ieB% ^ th« grace of Go<t» as tny ooDOtiv- 
able one wkkk proceeda upon the pnoctf^ tbat no** 
tiling mor^ cap be justly reqok^d of us»thaa we hafo 
a movdl a3 well as natural power to do« ' 

But what I had .more e^>eciall7 ii> view here^ was 
to enquire how it comea to pasa tbftt any in (act do not 
embrace the gospel^ if that gjmce is given to everjf 
one which is sufficient in all respects to enaUe him to 
do it^ If we want the fec^ltiea of body or mind) or 
the opportnnil^ aad meanS) which are necessary In 
e^der to d)tsan the knowledge of the tii|th, those dif« 
ficulue^ must be removed ; and if we want a heart to 
take p^dns to know the truth, or to love and embrace it 
when discovered} that difficulty also must he ren^ved, 
orelseiDfeare notp. in every seBse» enabled. It isno^ 
in ''all r^ipecta» truly pomble that a sinner shoiM 
came to Christ, till every thing that ia mconsistent 
v^kh his^xnaamg is removed oiH of th^ way. ^ It is truly 
MoposnUe that any one ^KMild conliftlly embrace th« 
gm^ly so long ,as he hat not such a heart lb him ; 
though it would be impossible in a very different 
seooe, if he bad not external lights or natural powers 
^x&aitaA^ And nowy if Gcxl gave that grace to a{l of 
us, wheset^ we were enabled in both thes^e senses t» 
cnmi^ yfVk the gospel the in&Uible consequence 
would be, that we should all of ua actoally do it.. To , 
say that a man has both natural and moral alnHty to ck) 
a thing, is the same.as to sky that nothing m nature ia 
. wammgin order to Ins doing it, but only hisown g6od 
will, nwr ikt^ imther* Or, tlu^ be bc^h cpuld do it if 
he woi^ and is suffioiently willing to do it. And 
whenever thb happens to he the case, I believe, il is 
not very likely, the thing wHl aller f^l not be done. - If 
in the instance before us it is realty thui^ ; if siniiers 
not only couldxom^ to Christ if they. would, but they 
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have likewise ali that wiltingnesil of mind, ii^hichiaF 
necessary in order to their actually coming, what in 
the universe can ever be assigned as the reason why ior 
&ct they do not come? This must certainly be ad 
event, absolutely without any cause. 

The truth is, when people puzxle themselves upon 
tills subject, and insist, we are not accountable, and 
cannot be blamed, any further than we have a moral 
as well as a natural power to do otherwise than we do, 
what their minds run upon is only natural power a£ier 
all. They may say they know what we mean by moral 
power, viz. that disposition to do a tlwg which is ne« 
cessary towards our doing it ; and they mean the same. 
But however, when they get into the dispute, they get 
bewildered, and lose sight of the distinction. The^ 
do not suppose an impenitent sinner, going on still iir 
his trespasses, has ^fireaentj actual disposition, and ar 
sufficiently strong one> to hearken to, and obey the" 
gospel. But something like this seems to be in the 
bottom of their minds, viz. that he must be able to be 
disposed ; or he must have such a disposidon as would 
be sufficient, if he was disposed to make a good use 
of it. Now this is only to use the word dhpo^idott 
improperly, andt to conceive it to be a mere natural 
power ; a price in our hands which may be used well 
or ill, and which will turn to our benefit or condemna<^ 
tion, accordingly as we are disposed to improve it. 
The disposition they think of, is not in the least de- 
gree virtuous, nor any ways necessarily connected 
with virtuous condi^t. But it may lie still, or go 
wnmg, and will do so, unless a man is disposed, and 
exerts himself, to make it act and keep it right. The 
sinner is not helped out of his difficulty in the least, 
by having such a disposition as this. Yea, should we 
go farther and say^ the impenitent sinner might have a 



Digitized by VjjOOQ IC' 



Smatley m Mafal Inabilittf* 21 

heart to embrace the gospel, if he would take proper 
paios in order to do it ; and he might do thb if he was 
80 disposed ; and he might be so disposed if he would 
try ; and he could try if he had a mind for it. Yet, if 
after sdl, he has not a mind to try, to be disposed, to 
take any proper psdns, to get a heart, to embrace 
the gfCKtpel, or do. any thing that is good ; he is still ia 
as bad a situation as any body supposes him to be in. 
There is no mdre hope of his coming to good so 
long as this is the case with him, no more possU»litf 
of it ; nor do we say any thing more in his favour; 
than if we had imly said as tlie scripture does of the 
fool, f^ that there is a price in his hand to get wisdom, 
*« but he has no heart to it." Pushing the sinner's 
morid depravity and impotence back in this manner, 
may get it out of sight of those who cannot see above 
two or three steps, but this is all the good it can do* 
There is still a defect in hini somewhere ^ and such a 
one as will prove his everlasting ruin, unless removed 
by such grace^as he has never y^t experienced. 

It must for ever hold true and certain, that if sinners 
do not come to Christ, it is either because they could 
ixot if they would ; or else because, on the whole, they 
are not willing. And if, in the room of coming to 
Christ, we should substitute some lower and prelimi- 
nary condition of grace and salvation, it would be just 
the same case. Suppose it were using means, >riy» 
ing and seeking in the most engaged manner the un- 
regenerate sometimes do ; all do not come up to this ; 
and the reason certainly is, they are under a natural or 
else a moral inability of doing it. Either they could 
not ^li^k in this manner, if they would, or else they 
are not inclined to do it, but on the contrary are dis^ 
posed to employ their dme and thoughts about other 
things. So that bringing doWu the conations of the 
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gospel lower^ in consideration of the deprarity of rmst ; 
•r supposing cooiiiBon grace, whereby all are enabled^ 
tor come tip higher than they could of themselves, re-. 
aiOTes no difficulties, at least npt those designed to be 
remoyed, unless the way of life is supposed to be level 
to the inclinations of all men ; or that all are, in £Act^ 
made willing^ and are actually saved. 

On the whole, I thipk the /irinayi/^ that God can tn 
jastice require of bis creatures, only what he gives 
them a moral, as well as natural power to do, nvust be 
given up» Otherwise we are reduced to a necessity of 
supposing all the blame, if any are lost, must lie ei^- 
tirely on God, and not on them. And as to those who 
are saved, they can bave^ nothing to say in his praise, 
but only that he has bediftjarely just to them. That 
having given his Son to obey aiKl die, to deliver them 
from his law, which was an infinitely unreasonable one, 
for fallen creatures to he under ; and having given his 
Spirit to enable them to come up to the otherwise im» 
possible terms of the gospel, he has on the whole, dealt 
not unrighteously by them. If, therefore, we think, 
there $s any way to vindicate. the righteousness of God 
in the damnation of any ; or that any thing can fairly 
be said to the praise of the glory of his grace, in^ the 
salvation of them that are saved, we must suppose he 
is not obliged in justice to give all men both those 
kinds of ability that have been spoken of. And if we 
believe that any, in fact, do not obtain salvation, we 
must conclude they are not in both these senses, ena<» 
bled to obtain it. Which was all I iindertook to prove 
under the second head. The 

3d. Thing proposed was, to c<m8ider the moral ina« 
bility of sinners in this matter. 

There is not so much need of labouiing to confiwnt 
this, that ut^reg^nerate 4^Aers have not .snch a heart 
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ifi tiieni) as is necessary la order to a coroptiance irkk 
th^ gospel ; because prolong the preceding aikl subi^ 
iquent pn^sitioD, will infer the trutii of this. If them 
is certaiBly an incapacity either of the natural er moral 
kind, as has now been shown ; imd if there is certain^ 
BO natural mc^^ckfy as I am to make appear under 
the next head ; then certdhly there must be a moral 
0ne. Besides, I have time to treat this heacfbut very 
<^ndsely, conadering the importance of it. 

It may be proper to be observed here, that the disin- 
clination of sinners, as to some tlongs which are pre* 
requi^te to a compliance with the*g<>spel, is different 
in different persons. Though even this difference, I 
suppose, is owing to divine jgrace, or to God's doing 
more for one than for another. In the ofienly vicious 
e.nd immoral sinner J there is a prevailing inclination to 
persist in his dissolute and immoral practices. And 
there is reason to conclude, that none of this character 
would ever reform, and that all would be of this chat- 
a<^r, if left to their own heart's lusts^ without aiiy di- 
vine restvaints. 

In secure and umttvakened sinners, there is no iispo^- 
sition to attend to the concerns of their souls, and seri* 
oudy consider the state they are in, or to make any 
sblicitmis eiK|ui!iy about the way of salvation. They 
^* make fight of these things, and go their way, one to 
his fiirm and another to his merchandize.** And such 
is their attacfhment to the vanities of time, and their 
aii^rsion to titlend to the things of another world, that 
^thereds norei^n to t^ink, any one of this character, 
-^ioidd ever become seriods, thoughtful, and engaged 
«diaut das^eenai weti'^heing, if left entirely to himself. 
In die wwakened sinner, though earnest in his en- 
^liooea, .tbeceis stUl an «tter want of an honest open- 
ness «t mindi to admit a conviction of tlie truth. " He 
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that daeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh he to 
the light* lest his deeds should be reproved." He 
whose << inward parts are verjr wickedness," will alwa]rs 
liate to see, and, if he can possibly help it, never will 
believe what he reallfis. Hence awakened sinners 
very often, never do, and if left to themselves none of 
them ever would, " know the plague of their own \ 
hearts/' While they think they are doing all in their 
power to increase their convictions, they are all the 
while inwardly striving with all their might, against 
conviction, and trying to find some plausible ground to 
think well of themselves, and to establish a righteous^ 
ness of their own. Nor will they ever be sensible how 
<< deceitful and desperfitely wicked" their hearts are, 
and how hopeless their case is, in themselves, till a qon* 
viction of it is forced upon them by the most overbear* 
ing.an^ irreabtible evidence. 

And even in the comdnced sinner, whose mouth is 
most effectually stopped, who is forced to see that Wk 
is alive and has full don^hion over him, and that he is 
indeed dead ; in him who hs^ the fullest conviction of 
every necessary truth, that ever any unrenewed sinner 
had ; there b still, if nothing farther is done for him, 
np disposition heartily to approve of the law, or com* 
ply with the gospel ; no disposition to repent truly of 
any of Ids transgressions, or to receive and be depend* 
ent on Christ alone for pardon and salvation ; no genu- 
ine desire to be saved from siny or to be saved, from 
wrath in that way, in which God's justice can be vin- 
dicated, or his grace exalted. But after all liis convic* 
tions, there remains still in his heart, a most iixed, in- 
' veterate^ and unconquerable opposition to all these 
t4;hings. Nor will he ^ver be cordially reconciled to 
Ood> by the mere force of truth in his consct^nceraoy . 
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Aorc that! the wicked will be at tlic day of judgment, 
or the damned in helL 

^ That no light, or cmiviction of the understanding, 
which the natural man is capaWe of receiving, can be 
sufficient to draw, or drive him into a true compliance 
•with the gospel, is very evident from what is said con- 
cerning the necessity of regeneration. When Nico^ 
denius came to Christ, wanting information about the 
way of life, our Saviour soon let him know that mere 
instruction, even by a teacher come from God, was not 
all that was "Wanted. Yea, that a man could receive no 
instruction aboutthe kingdom of hea:ven, to any saving 
purpose, unless something else was done for him first. 
See John iii. S, << Jesus answered and said unto him, 
verily, vefilyi I say unto thee, except a man be born 
again^ he cannot see the kingdom of God." And 
agjon, to explain the matteriarther^ ver. 5. "Except a 
man be bom of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God." The necessity of such a change as 
is meant by beingf bom again, or born of the Spirit, 
turns upon the truth of man's being by nature, tinder 
a toUii moral depravity. Accordingly, our Saviour 
imme^tely ftdds, " That which is born of the flesh, 
is flesh ; and that whi<5h is born of the Spirit, is spiritr" 
That is, amah has nothing tndy spiritual or holy in him 
bf the first birth ; but every thing of this kind comes 
by the rene^ying of the Holy Ghost. Agreeably to 
this, the spostle Paul says, Rom. vii, 18. ^' I know 
that in me (that is, in my flesh ; In my nature as far as 
it is unrenewed, and as it was by the first birth) there 
dwelleth no good thing." And in Romans viii. Itesaysi 
« The carijal mind," the wfiind we havcf as bom of the 
fiesh, " is enmity against God> for it is not subject to 
the law of God, neither indeed can be." 'He adds, *' So 
then, they that are in thefieah cantvot please Gt>d." 
C 
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This is the reason we must be bom again. If there 
was any thing spiritual in us, as born of the flesh, there 
would be no necessity for this second birth. If we 
were not by nature dead in trespasses and sins, there 
would be no occasion for our being quickened^ by di- 
vine power and grace. If sinners were at all incUned 
to that which is good, they would not need to be created 
tinto good works. If a man had t)ot whoUy lost the 
divine likeness, there would be no nfeed of being creaf- 
ed again " after God, in righteousness and true holi- 
ness." If the " heart of the sons of men", was not alto- 
gether depraved, to the veiy bottbm of it, there would 
be no necessity of " the old heart's being taken away^ 
and a new one given.'Mf men's alienation of affection 
from God, did not arise irom unUkene^a to him, but only 
^ from ignorance and misapprehension about him, no 
change of nature would be at all necessary. Mere 
light in the head, mere conviction of the understand- 
ing, would then produce a cordial reconciliation. Yea, 
if a man has any degree of righteousness aiid true ho- 
liness, nothing but convictions can be wanting in order 
to his complying with the covenant of grace, and enter- 
ing into the kingdom of God. He would no sooner be 
convinced of the holiness and righteousness of God, 
but he would feel his heart drawn forth in love to him. 
He would no sooner be convinced that the law was 
holy, just, and good, but he would be pleased with it, 
and loathe himself for all his transgressions of it. He 
would [no sooner be convinced of the unparalleled / 
zeal which Chirst hath shewn in the cause of righte- 
ousness, and how he has magnified the law and made 
it honourable, but he would be charmed with him, and 
see him to be ^< the chiefest among ten thousand jind 
iJtogether lovely." He would no sooner be convinced 
of the holy tendency of all his doctrines and all his 
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IftWfi, but he would cordkHy embrace and cheerfnUy 
obey them. He would no sooner understand that his 
design was to save his people from their sins, but he 
would receive him, with all joy and thankfulness, as 
Ms Saviour and Lord. 

But> if the hearts of men are totally depraved, en- 
tirely destitute of righteousness and true holiness, the 
case will be quite otherwise. A holy God, a holy law, 
a holy Saviour, a holy gospel, will not surely, then ap- 
pear lovely in their eyes, but the contrary. Nor will a 
clearer understanding and conviction of what they 
really are, excite complacency and satisfaction in them, 
but the greater aversion and dread. They cannot, in 
that case, be cordially united to Christ, until liis charac- 
ter or t/ieira is essentially changed. They cannot be 
dra'wn to him, unless by force, and against their wills, 
till either he ceases to be what he is, or they are made 
new creatures. For " an unjust man is an abomination 
to the just ; and he that is upright in the way is an abo- 
mination to the wicked.'* And, ^ what fellowship 
hath righteousness with unrighteousness ? And what 
communion hath light with darkness ? And what con- 
cord hath Christ with belial ?" 

Can a man whose heait is wholly corrupt, and un- 
holy, choose the holy Jesus for his Lord and Saviour, 
and cordially embrace the pure and holy doctrines and 
jM-ecepts of the gospel ? Can one who is really and at 
heart, wholly in love with the service of satan, enlist, 
uith any sincerity, into the service of Christ, all whose 
work and business is, "to <}estroy the works of the 
devil V Can one who is all the. while " an enemy in 
his mind to God," yea, whose " mind is enmity itself 
against God," be delighted with the charactei* and 
ways of his weli-beloved Son, who is the << brightness 
of the Father's glory, and the very iipage of his per- 
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son ?" Can one who is not subject to the law of Ood, 
neither indeed can be, voluntarily submit to the Mfe- 
diator, or cordially acquiesce in his conduct in being 
obedient even unto death, to condemn sin and do ho i- 
our to the divine law l Can anyone who is anenemv 
to all' righteousness, be pleased >vith Christ in this 
view of his character, pleased with him "^ for his 
righteousness sake,'* and for the zeal he has shewn 
to " magnify the law and make it honourable ?'* 

This is the reason the Father is well pleased in him 
as Mediator. And " all that come unto God by lum," 
roust be pleased with him in this view also. There 
can be no true reconcilation between God and maa, 
unless both parties acquiesce in, and are suited with 
what the Mediator has done, and that considered in 
the same point of light. God t& well pleased, indeed, 
with the love Christ has shewn for lost men. For the 
Father was always as benevolently disposed towards 
jlliis fallen world, as the Son was. But yet had he not 
as Mediator, shewn a proper regard to truth and 
righteousness ; had he not *' condemned the sin of 
men," and " given unto God the glory that was due 
iinto his name," the holy governor of the world could 
not have acquiesced in his mediation. " The Lord 
was well pleased for his righteousness sake," And 
if we are not pleased with him in tUa view, but merely 
for the sake of his kindness and love to men, we do 
riot come into his plan of reconciliation and peace.* 

• If that view of the amiableness of Christ, and that well- 
pleii?edness with his mediation, which is implied in a com- 
pliance with the gospel, had nothing more in it than only see- 
ing it to be a beautiful thing in him to feel so much interested 
in our welfare, and willing to do and suffer so much to save 
«* from misery and ruin ; then indeed no change of nature in 
the most depraved creatiu^ would be necessary in order to it. 
We may l?e as wholly selfish and regardless of God's glory 
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" To (Conclude this head, and the present discourse. 
If the'moraf depravity of unregenerate sinners was 
fully understood, it must undoubtedly appear that this 
lilone is sufl^cient to account for all that is . said in the 

as amy sinner ever v(ras, and yet be greatly charmed ^th the 
meditation of Christy viewed only in the favourable aspect it 
lias upon our interest. And^ undoubtedly, thousands have 
been fatally deceived in this manner ^ taking this for a disco- 
very of "the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ," and 
the effects of it for conversion and sanctification. For such a 
view of ChriBt and of God through him, will, under certain 
eircdmstances, produce a sort of repentance, love and obedi- 
t^ee, in one wtio wjts, and continues to be, entirely void of 
real holiness. Let a sinner only have an impressive sense of 
the. dreadfulness of damnation, and of his danger of it, and in 
the midst of this have the love of Christ, and what he has 
done and suffered for sinners, come suddenly into his mind* 
in a manner that makes him believe, or at least strongly hope, 
he isoneofthehappy number for whom Christ laid down his 
life ; and is it possible but that he should be filled with com- 
fort and joy, and have his affections greatly drawn forth to- 
wards such a kind and almighty Saviour? And when he 
comes now to view God in Christ, as his reconciled God and 
father, he will naturally feel quite otherwise affected towards 
him too. . Wiien he believes God has loved him with an ever- 
lasting love, and elected him from eternity to be a vessel of 
itiercy and an heir of glory ; his enmity against him will here- 
upon naturally subside: he ^ill naturally be ashamed and 
grieved that he has had such unworthy thoughts of him, and 
has behaved so unsuitably towards him. And such an appre- 
hension of his new state, and of God's great goodness, may 
produce a lasting alteration in his life. He may be very zea- 
lous in religion ; and possibly very regular iniiis morals like- 
wise. Here then is faith, repentance, love, arid new obedi- 
ence, without the least occasion for any conformity to God in 
true holiness from first to last. Such things as these are the 
natural growth of the human heart, under such rain and sun-^ 
C 3. 
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scripture coucerning tlicir inability, and to makrtixe 
grace of the Holy Ghost as necessary as that makes 
it. If they have " an evil heart of unbelief," wholly 
inclined " to depart from the living God," such a 

shine. There is^no need of any alteration in ti»e soil, <» of 
any foreign se^d sown in it. 

This may be more clearly conceived by the help of a simili- 
tude. Let us then suppose a king that is strictly just in his 
administration, forbiddingon very severe penalties all unright- 
eousness among his subjects^ and very thorough la seeing 
justice executed OB ail offenders. A number of hi» subjects, 
who ar« viciously inclined^ are uneasy under such reatraints, 
and grow disaffected to their sovereign, and at length form ». 
conspiracy ta dethrone him. .But before they are quite ripe 
for executing it, their plot is happily discovered. They are 
taken and brought to judgment; found guilty, and condemned 
to die. Their hatred against their prince is hereby greatly 
increased. One of them, however, is exceedingly dejected 
ill spirit, at the thoughts of his approaching execution. For 
some time he remains in prison with the rest, in fearful ex- 
pectation that every day may be his last. But in tlie midst of 
his greatest anxiety, a messenger at last arrives with a gra- 
cious pardon. He is delivered from prison and from death. 
Yea, his offended sovereign has set his heart so peculiarly 
upon him, that, instead of having him executed with his fellow 
criminals, he is deter^nined to make bim a particular favourite 
at court, and raise him to honour and wealth, far exceeding 
his former condition before he became a rebel and a traitor. 
How great the surprize F How insupportable tlie joy, upon 
hearing all this \ The wretch's enmity and hatred is quhe 
overcome. Especially if he now understands. that the kinj^. 
had always a particular kindness for /i/wi, and never designed 
any penal laws should be executed upon him, let him do what 
he would. He is filled with the most admiring sentiments of 
his injured gracious sovereign,, and lores liim above all men 
in the world. But hardly dares look up to him, Ke is so 
ashamed of his former temper towards him, and the black de- 
sign he had meditated against his crown and life. All this 
does not suppose any alteration in the refaers real cliaracter; 
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beatlwill effectually atid for ever ^' turn tbem aside^ so 
that they <iannot deliver their soul." Mor would hetter 
natural abilities than they' have, be of the least service, 
to them. If ever they come to good, it must be by 

AU-tbls niAy be, aiid dndoubtedly vtU be, tbou^ his vioiout 
disposiUou, which first gave rise to bi» disaticctioa to his 
prince, still remains in its full strength. There is nojoeed oif 
hia becoming a new man, a friend to righteoiisnea^ and an 
enemy to imquity, in order to his becoming in thi» manner, a 
.warm friend to iiis royal patron and benefaetor, Gon9ide7e<i 
merely as such. He may be so all his days ; may be one of 
the foremost in his commendation, at least in extolling the 
great tlungs he has done for him ; and he may be.have excel- 
lently well when und^r the -lung's eye, or when he expects he 
will hear of it, with a view to please him, and yet be at heart 
as unrighteous a creature as ever he was, even to his dying 
day. 

Now such a kind of reconciliation to God .wiU naturally 
take place in a sinner if he is only efiiectually tenified with 
the thoughts of ** dwelling with devouring fire, and inhabit- 
ing everlasting butnings}" and then gets a hope of God's 
love. There is no need of being born again, nor ever having 
any tKing of the moral likeness of God, in order to it. Yea, 
there is no need of conviction in order to such a conversion as 
this. I mean a cdnviction of the equitableness and moral fit- 
ness of the divine administration. Light, concenvin^ the ho- 
liness and justice, wisdom, or general goodness of God, is not 
what produces such a change as this ; nor is it any way ne- 
cessary in order to it Accordingly persons of this, kind of 
piety have commonly no great conpem, to know what God is 
in himseM; but only what he is to them. They have no notion 
of entering much into the nature and §nds of his law, or of 
the gospel, and seeing into the divine character and glory as 
thereby exhibited. These are matters of empty speculation 
with them ;. things which vital piety hath nothing to do with. 
They know as much about God's general character ; as much 
about the things the Psalmist prayed that his eyes might be 
opened to behold ; as much about ** the things the angels de- 
sire to look into" as ever, they expect or desire to know* 
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strength diat is under a better direction than tlieif's igl 
Orfeatness of capacity has not the least tendency td 
pnxiace goodnessy in one who is altogethcf destitute 
vf it. Sinners of the most escalted genius and strength 

"these My perhaps, net hofftopetfy h4 ibtatm^tuXt^ An^ 
nomians } though they are divided into a variety of seots» iand 
eon^dii^ paa^e» upon particutar t^e^tomf about Uie faith 
which ia not founded in hoUnesa^ but Which ia the foundatioU 
•f erery thingf. 

Somei^ ^strenuously insist^ l^t mi fat<^ can admiftlirter hop<g 
and comfort etioi^ to Uiake nien truly good, short 6f " a full 
pcrsuafli<m and confidence of our o«» salvation.** Oif, a beJl^ 
weU tatisifSejd ** of our >e€oitolfiation with God, and of out' 
lutuFe cnjoymcm of eveiiaathiff, heavenly happiness. '" To get 
Hms persuasion i* the grand secret, or " mystery of sahi^ficiT- 
l&oAf* Td^iveihia perauaaion without any evidence oTitl 
truth, knd even while it is supposed to be in fact not true; is 
the gWrai -work of the'Holy (l^ostybegettmg ^atiiuctttfttlaon 
and propensity of heart to tlie practice df holfaierfsi'* dther Sf 
not so fond of mystery, or not ib wel^ Understariiilhg "the 
way of ihaitiifiiCtUrlng truth Without evidence," and of male- 
ing ft Ikbhocd true by the paina taleen to betiev^e it ; choose ra* 
therto«up>pd«e ** the simple'truth," or general report of the 
gos)^l; bea^ ef]fbctua% into a iuagn*s keadi when *' he is the(> 
roughly pinched with the impossibility of h^e on every other 
aide, will g*lve sucha'Tefreshmenttu hiiyinindf," as will do the 
Whole worfei That ** many in all agea, onty- on hearing this, 
Kave^ beceuto quite ashauicd of titeir former rebellion, have 
been led to^love tiieir 8ovei*eigny and do those things which 
are well pleasing in his sigpHt ; and accordingly have Imown 
what it was to stand in his presence, and have their joy made 
full in beholding the light of his countenance'" The faith 
that does all this, they would have to be a bare persuasion or 
conviction in the understatoding of what is called the truth ; 
leaving the heart to take care of itself. This, we are told, 
Tsome call the ./fljVA o/* devf/*. But that, "however keen the 
witended reproach be, it can have Weight with none but such 

• Cudvtorthf Oc i Satideman, &c^ 
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of mindt are certainly no more able to make them- 
selves new creatures than the very' weakest are. And 
the reason of this is as obvious as the fact is certain ; 
viz* beqause whatever strength any one has, h^ always 
lays it out ac<:prding to his own heart, and not contrary 
to it. Consequently all the strength of men and an* 
gel% yea, even Omnipotence itself^ if the sinner had 
the direction of it, would never make him good: Could 

as are swayed by sound instead of sense. For, accordiag to 
the scripture, the same truth which saves Cbriat's people, 
torments the deviU. . So we find them saying, what have we 
to dp with tbee, J^sua, thou son of God ? Art thou come 
hither to toripent us before the time ! They believe, they 
bate, and yet they tremble at that truth which Christ's people 
believe, love, and find salvation in." The difference then, in 
the affections excited by a belief of the gospel, in the mindS 
of true believers and devils, arises entirely from the different 
circumstances they are under, and not from any difference in 
their tempers. The devils hate to be tormented, and Christ's 
people love to be ti^ated kindly and made happy. So the 
same belief of the same truth, which excites the hiitred and 
horror of the former, fills the latter with joy and love. This 
difference is not hard to discern; and is naturally enoiigk ac- 
counted for. But how any one who is not swayed by sound 
instead of sense, should think of making more of this than only 
a circumstantial difference, is not so easy to be conceived. A 
bare change of place and external treatment would make de^ 
vils of such converts j and such converts of devils in a moment. 
They being after all, essentially, exactly alike. 

This way of effecting all the alteration wanted in wicked 
men, merely by notions in the head, however firmly credited, 
and whetlier tiu^ or false, whether called an appropriating 
faith, or a simple belief, or by wliatever other name, must for 
ever leave a change of nature quite out of the question. In- 
deed, it evidently proceeds on the supposition, that there is 
really no difference between saints and sinners, angels and de- 
vils, only they are treate4 differently, or some do not under- 
stand things so well as others. 

Digitized by VjO.OQIC 



34 SsnaJhy on Mfral Jna^ty. 

be have divine power at hb service) according to hi» 
utmost wish} it would not be to change his hearty buit 
to enable him to act it without centred. If) thereforei 
sinners only knew what hearts they have^ this alone 
would bring them to despdr of help from themselvest 
let their natural powers be ever so good^ knd make 
them see. that if ever they sure saved it will be no 
thanks to them*. 

Sinners inwardly imagine, that if they were only 
dealt fairly with, they should do well enough. If they 
perish, they think it will be owing to the fatal influ- 
ence of some dark decree, or to God's requiring more 
of them than they can possibly do, let them exert 
themselves ever so faithfully. But he that imagine^ 
thus, knows not " the plague of his own heart," "He 
that trusteth in his own hearty is a fool/' 

* Should we even suppose a self-determining power in tlie 
will, those jvho are dead in sin would not be able to help 
themselves by it. For who is there to put such a power intQ 
action the right way ? They will not do it And a self-deter- 
mined determination, contrary to a man's heart, were such a 
thing possible, would be no more thanks to him, than the hav- 
ing his heart changed by divine power. It can never be by 
their own power or holiness, that they are first determined 
to that which is good, when, by the supposition, they ha'oe n« 
boliaessy and aU tMr power is emp%ed in opposiUon ip it. 
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SERMON n. 



The natural Ability of Men to understand 
and embrace the Gospel considered; and 
the Subject aj^lied. 



JOHN vi. 44. 

M) man can €ome to me^ exctfit the Father which hath 
Bent mcy draw htm. 



X H £ general observatum raised from these words, 
was to this effect, 

ThatTK> man is able to comply with the gospel of 
Christ, without the effectual grace of God. 

A principal thing I had in riew was to clear this 
doctrine of the common d>jeetion in men's minds 
against it, as if it represented the Most High, as be- 
ing insincere and'unrightecmsin his deaHngs with sin* 
ners. Oiienng them salvation on terms he knows 
they cannot comply with ; and then condemning and 
punishing them for Iheir non-compliance with such 
impossible conditions. Accordingly I undertook, in 
the first place, to explain and illustrate a distinction 
of tvfo kinda of inability ; and to shew that men are, 
not unfrequently, both in common ^eech, and in 
the holy scripture, said U^ be incapable of actions to 
which they h^va an aversion, or which they have not an 
inclination to perform, as well as of things which they 
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could not do, if they were so disposed. As likewise,' 
that there is a real occasion for using this and the like 
expressions in such a manner. There being, indeed, 
an absolute impossibility of a man's acting otherwise 
than agreeably to his own heart, as well as there is of 
his doing things which exceed his natural strength. 

Secondly; I endeavoured to shew, that sinners, 
while they actually neglect the great salvation, are cer- 
tsdnly unable^ in one or other of these senses, to em- 
brace it. That so long as they do not come to Christ, 
it must be true that they want, either such natural 
ability, or else such an heart as is necessary in order 
to their conung to him. 

Thirdly ; I considered the moral depravity of sin- 
ners ; shewing that they have such an evil heart to de- 
part from the living God, that until their natures are 
changed it is impossible they should conne to Christ, 
or choose him and Jiis salvation. 

We come now, to the 

4th and last head proposed ; vi!z. To prove that sin- 
ners labour under no other impossibility of complying 
with the gospel, but only what arises from their dUin- 
cHnation to it ; or from the badness of their hearts. 

I do not mean* however, nor would I be understood 
•here, to ass^t ihis of ev^ery individual of the. hu^nnan 
race. . There are undoubtedly great multitudes in the 
^world, who are at present^ not under external advanta^ 
ges to obtain that knowledge of God^and of the way of 
salvation through J^sus Christ, which is absolutely ne- 
cessary in order to the exercise of faith in him. There 
are some who were born in heathenism, and never en*^ 
joyed the light of divine revelation ; there are others 
who have not the use of natural reason ; and there ^re 
others who have not, nor ever had, thfe sense of hear- 
ing« I am not now- speaking concerning those who 
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are under these and such like circumstances. \Vhat 
I here undertake to evince, is only, that persons who 
have ordinary intellectual powers, and bodily senses, 
and are arrived to years of discretion, and live under 
the light of the gospel, labour under no natural ina* 
abilty to obtain salvation : But that if they cannot com* 
ply with the revealed way of life, it must be owing en- , 
tlrely to their disinclination to it, or to the badness of 
their hearts. 

There are multitudes that evidently do not view the 
matter in this light. It is needful therefore that this 
point be laboured a little particularly. 

Ist Argument I shall make use of for the confirma- 
tion of it is, that it is not God's way to require natural 
impossibilities of any of his creatures ; and to con- 
demn them for not doing what they could not do if they 
would. 

God commands none of us to fly above the clouds, 
or to overturn the mountains by the roots ; or to d6 
any such kind of imposdbilides. Yea, we are parti- 
cularly told in his word, that "if there be first a wil- 
•ling mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath) 
and not according to that he hath not." If a man has 
but little estate, it is not expected or required that he 
should give away a great deal to pious or charitable uses. 
If a poor widow casts in two mites, when it is all she has, 
it is as well accepted as if it were two millions. If a 
man has never so little strength of body or of mind, a 
wiHing exertion and good improvement bf that little is 
all that is required of him. This is exceedingly cvi- 
dent from those summaries of the whole law, which 
we have both in the old testament and in the new. — 
Moses says, Deut. x. 13. " And now, Israel, what 
doth the I-rord thy God require of thee, but to fear the 
Lord thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, 

D 
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and to serve the Lord thy God, with all thy heart, and 
"with all thy soul?** And our Saviour, in answer to the 
question of the scribe, " which is the great command- 
ment in the law ?** says, Matt. xxii. 37—40, and Mark 
xii. 30. <( Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and 
with all thy strength. This is the first and great c<»n- 
mandment. And the second is like unto it. Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two 
eommandinents hang all the law and the prophets.'* 

It is evident from these passages, tluit the whole 
law, in the highest perfection of it, is level to some 
kind of capacity which men still have in the present 
fallen state. We are not to suppose, indeed, it is 
their moral capacity ; or that all the Lord our God re- 
quires of tis, is only to love and fear and serve him, as 
much as we are disposed to do. This would be no law 
at all. It would be a dispensation from all law ; a lib- 
erty for every one to walk in the way of hb own heart, 
and treat the Deity just as his inclination leads him.— ^ 
We are not to suppose a. perfect law can come down 
any lower, than to require a perfect heart, and a per- 
fectly good improvement of all the talents and strength 
we have- And it is evident, neither Moses nor our 
Saviour ^understood the divine law as requiring more 
than this. To love and serve God with all the heart? 
soul, mind and strength, cannot mean more than to 
the utmost extent of our natural abilities, be they 
greater or less. Some men are not capable of so high a 
degree of love to God as others, though they are equal- 
ly upright and well disposed ; because their mental 
powers are not so great ; or their advantages to get 
the knowledge of God have not been so good. In like 
manner some cannot do so muCh for God, for want of 
opportunity, &c. Now all proper allowances are made 
in the diving law for things of this nature. . The more 
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any one has of intellectual or bodily strength} or out* 
ward adyanuges, the more is required of him ; and 
the less my one has of these^ the less is required. As 
to loving otir neighbour as ourselves ; diis is undoubt- 
edly equally in the power of the weak and of the 
tstrong) of him that is capable of higher and lower de- 
grees of affection, provided he is equally upright, dis- 
interested and impartial. 

On the whole, I think it is exceedingly plain and evi- 
ilent, thatGod,in his holy and righteous law, requires no 
impossibilities of any of us,butwhi^t become so by reason 
of our present evil temper of mind, and unwillingness 
to exert the natural strength we have in the manner we 
ought And now, If we have natural powers sufficient 
for understanding and doing our whole duty ; and no- 
thing hinders any of us from coming up to all that sin- 
less perfection, which is required m Gk>d'a perfect law, 
but only our own wicked hearts ; I conclude few will 
think any thing else hinders sinners of ordinary capa- 
city, who enjoy the outward means^ of grace, from re- 
penting and complying with the gospel. 

3d Arg. That wnners, who enjoy the external light 
of the gospel, are not under a natural impossibility of 
complying with, and obeying it, may be drawn from 
what the scriptures plainly teach, and what is general- 
ly believed, concerning the great difference that will 
b^ made betwixt such sinnei's, and those who never 
heard of a Saviour, as to their final condemnation and 
punishment. 

Our Saviour let those cities, where he had chiefiy 
preached £U|k1 wrought his miracles, know that their 
^aldoom would be much the heavier for it ; and that it 
would be more tolerable for even Sodom and Gomorrah, 
- in the day of judgment, than for them. But this, and 
iKhat is commonly said about the great guilt of gos- 
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pel suiners above others, surely supposes that there is 
some difference between them and the heathen, as to 
a possibility of their understanding the way of life, and 
obtaining salvation. It supposes the former have a 
real price in th^r hands which the latter have not. But 
if the gospel sinner is under a ruuural inability to re* 
pent and believe in Christ, an inability arising from any 
thing else besides his own hearty this could not surely 
be the case. Why should one who is, and always has 
been, so weak or disordered in his intellect^ as to be , 
incapable of undei'standing the gospel, be thought a 
greater' sinner for living in a christian land I We do 
not thkik this is the case as to ideots, or quite delirious 
persons. We do not think they will have more to 
answer for than the heathen will. But if we believe a 
natural impossibility is required of men in tliis casey 
because tlieir natural capacity was impaired or lost by 
the fall, t}>en for the same reason we might expect, 
that the heathen who never heard of the gospel, and 
natural fools who can understand nothing ^bout it, 
would be punished for not embracing it, as much as 
any. For they would not have been under those dis- 
advantages had it not been for the apostacy. 

Sd Arg- U is expressly ^tributed in scripture, to 
the evil hearts of men, as the sole cause of impenitence 
and unbelief under the gospel. 

And it ought to be particulai-ly observed, that this is 
done with professed design to set aside the plea of ig* 
norance which sinners are so exceedingly apt to harp 
upon ; and to let them see tliat they are without excusei 
« This is the condemnation," our Saviour says, « that 
light is come into the ^^rld ; and men have loved 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds are 
evil." In another place He says, « if ye were blind ye 
liad not had sin ; but now ye $ay we see, therefore your 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SfMlky on Natural AbHit^. 41 

sia rcsnaineth/* And again^ « i£l had not done aroon|^ 
them the works which none other mao did, they had 
not had sin : but now have they both seen and bMted 
both me and my Father. Now they hare no cloke for 
thou* am." That is, if they had not had thos^ powers 
of mindi or those means of conviction thai were nece^* 
sary, it is trne they would not have been to blam^^ it 
Would have been no sih in them, not to have believed 
in and received me as their Messiah. But now their 
onderstandhigs are good enough; aad when means, 
powerful:at^su(&eient external means, have been used 
with them; their unbelief and rejecuon of me, can bo 
owing to tjothing but the desperate wickedness of their 
hearts. It is knowledge and not ignorance of my ohar* 
iicter, that is the spring of their hatred*. Or if any of 
them are ignorant, it is tlieir own fault. There is light 
enough, only they hate it, and will not come to it. 

4th Arg.v That it is not owing to weakness of th^ 
understanding, or any natural delect, that sinners in 
general uiuler the gospel ai^ not' saved, is evidept from 
the inferior abilities'of many of those who actually bb^ 
tain salvation. - ^ 

It is not irien ^ the strongest and brightest genki5> 
^nd they ohly, that understatid and embrace the gospel ; 
but they are persons of vei^ curdinary powers of min4f 
as often, if not oftener than any. " Ye see your call- 
ing, brethren," si^s the apostle to th^ Corinthians, 
" how that not many wia^-nen after the flesh^-are 
called. ButGod l^th chosen the foolishlhingsof the 
world, and the Weak things to confound the mighty,'* 
^c. And our Saviour says, " I thank thee, O Father, 
liord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these 
things from the wke and pri^ent, and hast revealed 
them unt(} babeau Even so. Father, for so it seemed 
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good in thv sight." Though God bestows the spedfti 
influences of his grace, just where and when be jUeaseSy 
or as seemeth good ii^ his sight, yet he has doubtless 
always a sufiitient reason for fixing upon the particu^ 
object of his sovereign niercy^, exactly as he does. We 
are not to conceive of it as a blind partiality, but a wise 
sovereignty that is exercised in tbb matter. The rea- 
son why not many of the noble and honourable arc 
called, but ratherthe base and such as are despised, is, 
we are told, that no-flesh should glory in bis presence. 
And the reason why it seemeth good in the sight of 
God, to hide these things from the wise and prudent, 
iand to reveal them unto babes, may be> and tindoubt-* 
edly one reason of it is, tkat hereby it may be made 
evident, it is not owing to the sup^or strength of 
man's naturaV-powersi that they discover the strait and 
narrow way which leadeth untatife ; nor to their weak- 
ness, in respect of natural abilities, that they do not. 
If babes are able to see the suitableness and glory of 
the gospel way of salvation, unquestion^Uy wise men 
Tfright, were it not for something besides weakness of 
understanding, or any deficiency in the intellect mere- 
ly. It is evident fh>m hence that natural weakness can 
be no insuperable bar in the way of mei^a obtaining 
salvatioti^ unless they are weaker than babes. 

^th" Arg. At Uast this^will be undeniably evident, if 
we consider what is done for a person when theat things 
are revealed unto him ; o4^^)rhen he is made to see ^' the 
things of the Spirit of God, as they are spimually dis- 
ceined.** . 

God does not reveal any new truUiS, not (Stained 
in liis written word ; nordoes he give any new facuMea 
to persons, or enlarge their natured powers of body or 
of mind, when he enables them tcMobey tod believe the 
gospeh But what * ht does for theni is, to alter the 
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temper and dbpoBition of iheir hearts. If we found all 
that became real christians, however weak before, were 
imtnedAtely afterwards persons of genius iffid abilities 
superior toall other nien, we should) indeed, have rea- 
son to suspect, that the unregen^ate wanted better 
understandings, rather than better hearts, in order to 
thejr being able truly to know Jesus Christ, and the 
way of life. But^his is not the case. It-is the hearty 
and not the^foi/ that is created anew, when one be- 
comes a good man. We find the natural powers of 
xnenare the saine after regeneration as before; and 
often far infi^rior to many of their neighbours, who 
h^ye experienced no such change. It is true, the wis- 
dom of good men runs^in another channel ; they are 

- wise to do good^ and apt to get divine knowledge ; but 
that is only because they have a taste for these things, 
ai»i are dbposed to teke psuns about them. - '^ The chil- 
dren of this world arei ^Q iheiv generation, wiser than 
the children of light." They prosecute their own 
schemes, aujd make proficiency in what they turn their 
Jiands to, and set their hearts upos> beyond what good 
xnoidivin the things of virtue loid religbn. What 
makesgood men ^c^ the gloi^ of God, which others 

, C9XL perceive noting of, is not their having more spec- 
ulative kxiowlbdge about the divine character, than 
others have^ or are csqpfJHe of; but their being con- 
formed to God In temper and in heart ; , conformed to 
him *> in righteousness a»d true holiness/' This, in- 
deed, makes divine things, and all things of a moral 
nature, appear in quite a new light ; and hence they 
are aaid to h^rentwedin knowledge, lie that is alto- 
gether unholy, let his head he ever so clear, and his 
speculative^ knowledge, ever so great, cannot have all 
that 'perception of holin^s, wluch th^ weakest saint 

- ibsS} who foeta the operation and power of it in his own 
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be£M*t^ Tb«re U no km>wMge iik^ tk^t we get bjr 
experience* A n>ao tfeat has never felt a parucukir 
kiiid of paint we say^ cm have do utea 9^ it ^ so of pi^ 
rental afiecuonj one who has- never experii^n^d Itf 
knows not what it is. The same may be ^id of ^^ 
kiiuls of sensations and i^ectiops ; the experiencing 
tliem gives a knowledge ot tliem that can no othprwise 
' he obtained. And this holds true wilh resp^t to holy 
exercises and affections aa much as any other. HeAcei, 
those who are made '' partakers of a divine nature»" 
or who have " put on the new raaa wWich after Clod 
is created in righteousness aad true holiness," ate 
capable of a kind of knowledge of God which is pecu- 
liar to thetoseives. Accordingly the wpostie John says, 
"Every one that lavcth is born of Go^, and knoweth 
God. He that loveth not, knowcth not. God, for God 
is love.*' 1 Jolm iv, 7, 8.' He wlio is acquajBted with 
the fe€flings of universal benevolence, in his own breast, 
has a different idea of him who is good unto all, and 
whose tender mercies are aver all his works/' than he 
whow heart is contracted, and wh6 is truly good to 
none, hus, or isicapable of. Particularly he whots con?- 
formed in heart to God, sees a heaaity in his character 
and government, which no one of an entirely opposite 
temper can possibly discern* Tlie reason isj. whatever 
«ny one regards aiid is zealous about, he is necessarily 
pleased to see others regard and be engaged in pro- 
mo tii^g* Thus K a man valuer his own particular in- 
terest or reputation, as every one does, he is thence 
unavoidably pleased to see oth,ers tender of it, and dia^ 
posed to promote it. And if a man is benevottJntly 
concerned for the public intei'e^, he will ix} like man- 
ner be peculiarly delighted to see others public ^irited 
^m\ zealously aiming to secure and advance the gene- 
ral good. The entirely sel&ah soul feels as if his owl^ 
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{Mivate bippiness was the most valuable^ yea^ the^on^ 
valimble thing in all the niUTerse. Hence if he oam 
only believe, God has set his kindest love on Arm> front 
eternity ; and sent hb only ScM^from his bosom to dits 
for Ma sake (whether necessary or unnecessary^ wise 
or unwise^ right or wrongs it matters not ;) this givei 
him the most exahedy the most glorious conception^ 
<^ the parent «nd l.ord of all worlds, that his narrow 
soul can possibly contain. But to htm that is bom of 
Gody and asdmilated in temper to his father who is in 
heaven, things will appear in a quite different light--» 
To him who ^ made to be in any measure of a true, 
ft €rod-like public 8{>irlt, an impartial, infinite disposi* 
tion to maintain unkersal order, to promote universal 
good, ie the grandy the infinite beauty. 

To have the spirit of Christ, or the same mind that 
was in him> is, ixt like manner, the only thing which 
can enable a person to have that sense which all saints 
have, of the greatness and glory of his redeeming love. 
Hence it was the aposde Paul's prayer fop the Ephe- 
akns, <* that they being rooted and grounded in Iqve, 
4n%ht be able to comprehend wLtli all mintsy what is 
fhe breadth, and length) and depth, and height ; and 
to know^he love of Clirist which passeth knowledge.." 
Eph.iii. ir, 18,19. 

And to have a heavenly* thafris, a holy temper and 
spirit, is necessary in order. to have a true understand^ 
ing of , any thing heavenly ; any thing of *' the inherit- 
ance of the saints in light," or what "God hath pre- 
pared for them that k>ve him." This the apostle very 
particularly and largely takes notice of, in I Cor. ii. 
H-^15. « For what man/' says he, " knoweth the 
things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in 
him^" Th^ spirit of man } the. narrownes^i, pnde> and 
Tariotts corr^pt afPeeUons by which mankind are ^clu- 
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ated, woukl be veiy incomprehensible to us, did we 
not feely and had we never felt, any tMng of the same 
in our own breasts. We should be perfectly amazed 
to see how men act, not being able to conceive what 
inward feelings or principles should excite them to be- 
have in such a manner. The things of a man; the 
enjoyments which &llen creatures so fondly doat on, and 
so eagerly pursue, to one who never had any thing of 
their spirit, would be inconceivable ; how there could 
be any thing gratifying or agreeable in them, to any- 
mortal, it would be impossible for him to discern.— 
" So the things of God knoweth no man, but the spirit 
of God." The enjoyments of religion and of beaten 
can no niore be perceived to have any thing amiable in 
them, by one wlio is entirely destitute of a divine and 
heavenly temper. " Now we have received, not the 
spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God ; that 
we might know the thtngs that ore freely given to its of 
God :*' That is, the holy delights and entertainments 
provided for saints in a future world. *' Which things 
also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth ; com- 
paring spiritual things with spiritual." In describing 
these future glories and felicities we do not make use 
of such language as a carnal taste would' suggest, or 
as would be thought the true sublime by the wisdom of 
this world ; but we speak of them in a manner to 
which we are led by the spirit of holiness. To give 
us the most elevated ideas of the joys to be expected 
in heaven, we compare them, not with the idolized 
possessions and delights of time and sense, but with 
those spiritual enjoyments, those holy delights, expe- 
rienced, in some low degree in this lower world. " But 
the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God: for they are foolishness unto him ; neither 
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cdn he know theni) because they are ^irituaUy dis- 
cerned." The unrenewed sinner having nothing sjA- 
ritual in him to compare spiritual things with, being a 
stranger to spiritual joys, or the feelings and pleasures 
of a truly virtuous mind, they will necessarily seem 
empty, out-of-the-way things to him, nor can he per« 
ceive their true excellence and worthi because their 
being perceived thus, depends entirely upon the spirit 
and temper a man is of. 

It appears from these passages, that it is neither the 
having new truths suggested, that arc not contsdned in 
the scriptures ; nor the having the understanding con- 
vinced of the truths contained in them ; nor the hav- 
ing new faculties of mind given, or the old ones en- 
larged^ or mended, or any-how made better, that en- 
ables a man to see God, or Christ, or heavenl]^ thingSf 
as saints see them. But that a foundation is, and can 
be laid for this, only by a man's becoming a saint, or 
having a new spirit given him ; the ifiirit wfiich U of 
God, 

In a word, whatever is said by some about rectify- 
ing the natural faculties, it is very generally agreed, 
that regeneration is not a fihyeical change, but a moral 
one. That it consists not in making men greats but 
in making them good. That the new creation is no- 
thing else but the moral image of God, consisting in 
righteousness and true holiness. But if these things 
are so, then certfdnly all the inability that is removed, 
and consequently all that wants to be removed, by the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost, is entirely of a moral 
nature. An inability which altogether consists in the 
want of an honest and good heart. 

6th Arg This way of conceiving of the impotence 
of fallen man, does not frustrate, but tends most of 
all to advance and magnify the GRACE of GOD, 
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Undoubtedly that Tie w of the inability of man, which 
is mostea^y and &iriy reconcilable with the jusdce 
of Grod) ought to be embraced, provided it does not 
derogate from the freeness and tichness of dinne grace 
in the sinner^s salvation. Now I presume there ai« 
feW) but what ate sensible of some dffiiculty in recon* 
ciling God's requiring natural impossibilities) with any 
notions we have of justice* As' if he should require 
a man to fiy, or lift a million weight, or make a world. 
And should suspend his salvation on the condition of 
his doing such things as these, which are evidently be- 
yond the capadty of any man, let his disposition be at 
it will. And should say he had no cloke for his sin, in 
not doing things of this nature. And that for his not 
complying with such a merciful proposal of salvation, 
it should be more tolerable to Sodom and Gomorrah, 
in the day of judgment, than for him. I say, I be^ 
lieve there are few, but must be sensible of some dif- 
ficulty in seeing into the reascmableness and justice of 
this. But then perhaps they may think there is no 
way to leave rcx)m for such a display of divine grace, 
as we are taught there is in the salvatioa of men, with- 
out supposing something like this to be in ^ct the case. 
They may think there can be no necessity of the grace 
of the Holy Ghost, on suppositi<m sinners can comply 
with the gospel, whenever they are di^)09ed to do it. 
fiut any apprehension c^ this kind must arise from t 
very favourable opinion of the goodness of the sinner's 
^sposition. As if he was so willing to use his talents, 
and improve the price put into his hands aright, that 
God has no w^y sufficiently to display his grace towards 
him, but by requiring things of him, which the holi- 
est creature in the universe, imderhis circumstances, 
could not perform. If men are ill-disposed, they so 
£ir stand in need of jprace to enable them Co do that 
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irhich, \fithout any such diving help, they would find 
no difficulty in, if they are well disposed. And is it 
not easy to see, that it will require as much power, 
and more grace, to change a sinner's heart, than tor 
altei^ man's head, or enlarge any of his natural facul- 
ties? 

The sot who has lived in a course of intemperance 
from twenty to threescore years, is still under no ina- 
bility to reform, but only what arises from his own ap- 
ypetite and inclination. He might still refuse the glass, 
i and become a sober man, without the advice or help of 
any one, if his own will was not wanting. But yet no 
one would think it a less unpromising undertaking to go 
about to reclaim such a person, than to cure one of a 
bodily infirmity in which the patient's will had no hand, 
and which he could not get rid of himself, .let him be 
ever so heartily and steadily, and strongly desirous of 
it. Suppose such an one, that had had all motives, 
fetched from this world iind the world to come, repeat- 
edly urged upon him, in the tenderest and most forci- 
ble manner by all his friends, but without the least 
effect. Should one at last find means topersuade him 
into a thorough and lasting reformation, would he not 
be thought to do as great a thing, as he that should 
core one of a natural infirmity that had long bafiled the 
skill of all the physicians? 

Moral sickness may be as hard to cure, and require 
as powerful means, and as able a physician, as nu.ural 
' sickness. And if a man is dead in the moral sense, 
that is, has lost all principles of true virtue entirely, 
he is as absolutely beyond the rea^ch of all mean's, as 
to their bringing hifn to life again, as one that is dead 
in the natural sense. Moral means i^ah only work upon 
such moral principles as they find to work upon. They 
cannot produce a nffw na/wre, Hew finncifiles of action, 
E 
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any more than natural means tan make new life for 
themselves to work upon in a dead earcase* Cultiva* 
tion and manurmg may make a bad tree grow, and 
bear fruit, after Its kind. But can never make a 
tborn bear fig8> or a bramble*bush, grapes. Let whM 
means will be used, so long as the tree is eVil, th« 
fruit will be so like\iise. If mankind have lost the 
moral image of God entire^} it is easy to see that no^ 
thing short of a new creation can restore it to them. 
If they aire dead m trespasses and ^s, the quickening 
^m must be an instance of the working of God's 
siighty power, in a supernatural manner, like that of 
i?idsing Chri&t from the dead. And without a work 
of this kind, whatever means are used with them, they 
will never have the least spiiHual lile, or real hoii«» 
ness.* 

• Obj. RegeneratiQii is fi^qucntly represented in scrtpturv, 
as being effected by mean*. Men are said to be bom again 
by the word of God, 1 Pet. i. 23. To be begotten by the 
■word of truth, James i. 18. And Paul says to the Corinthi- 
ans, " In Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gos- 
pel" But hov is this to be reconciled with making* the 
quickening of sinners profieri^ a supernatural woi^ } 

Ans. Almost iJI the supernatural worics recorded in the 
•criptuties, are represented as wrought by means, as much 
«s regeneration is. , The red sea was divided by Moses's rod, 
and the river Jordan by EKjah's mantle. It was by smiting 
the flinty rock in the wilderness, that the waters were made 
to flow out of it like a river. Moses brought forth this wa- 
ter, as much as Paul regenerated the Corinthians. It was 
hy throwing a stick into the river, that the young proph^tU 
nx was made to swim ; and by washing sexeo times in Jor- 
dan, that Naaman was healed of his leprosy. It was by pro- 
phesying over a valley of dry bones, as represented in the vi- 
sion of Ezekiel, and calling to the four winds to breathe upon 
them, that they were converted into a living army. It was 
with clay made of dirt and spittle, that our Sanout opened 
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' And fnom does not the admitting sitdi a total moral 
^spravity suppc^e room aaid necesMty eaough for the 
grace of the Holy Ghost iti thesakation of men, with- 
out aupponng any deficiency in their natural Acuities ? 
^Bm. let us compare the two hypotheses, that of A 
natural inability, and the. contrary one which I have 
BOW been endeayouHng to prove, and we may easily 
see which gives the highest conception of the grace 
of God. Those who conceive sinners labour under a 
nctturai incapacity to come to Christ, place ;the defect 
in^the understanding. They suf^ose that ignorance 
and mis^apprehension is the primary ca^se of ail our 
enmity and opposition to God. And consequently) 
that as soon as the understanding comes to be rectified 
and rightly informed, we <^course become reconciled 
In heart to the ways of God, abd pleased with th» 
character and mediation of Christ. This seems to 
suppose we ahrays had been cim^MiBed t» God's real 

the eyes of one that was horn blind. And by caUing with a 
loud voice* that Lazarus was inside to hear» and come out of 
lus grave, afler he had been dead four dayii. 

Now to su|}po8e that regeneration Is effected by meaas mm 
much as these things wei^, is not inconsistent with its be- 
ing properly a guperaatural work. But that it is effected by 
the power of means, is what the scriptures are far ^om lead- 
ing us to conceive. It would be thought very remarkably 
if any one should undertake to explain the connection bf- 
twizt the means used, and the effects wrought, in those in- 
stances now mentioned, in as natural and inteUigible a man- 
ner as some have attempted to do, betwixt light in the un- 
derstanding, and the production of grac^ in the heart of a 
tetatty depraved sinfier. But yet I apprehend, any of, those 
things may be as rationally accounted for, from the known 
laws of nature, as regeneration can ; and that the plain ac- 
count of scripture as mach obHges us to tbu^ the former 
■Were effected by the power, or natural tendency, or proper 
causality of means, as that the Ifttteris. 
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chatttcter, in the temper of our minds ; and that all 
M^e bad been quarrelling iiritb) and enemies to, was 
only a false idea of God ; or . such a character as no 
one ought to love* As if a very righteous man should 
be prejudiced against, and greatly engaged in opposing 
another^ that was i:eally as righteous and good a man 
as idmself. But he had been misinformed about him, 
and conceived him to be quite a different man from 
what he really was. Now as soon as his understanding 
comes to be truly enlightened, or his mistakes are re- 
moved, and he gets a thorougti acquaintance, the good 
man loves the good man of course, without any change 
of character in either. But shall we view the enmity 
of the carnal mind against God in this light, in order 
to have the most exalted idea of divine grace, in the 
salvation of such a carnal persoh ? Shall we suppose 
that the reason, and the only reason why he is not, nei- 
ther indeed can be subject to the law of God, is be- 
cause he does not, neither indeed can understand it ? 
Or because, through the weakness of his natural pow- 
ers, he understands it so, as it would be wicked to 
obey it, and no truly virtuous and upright mind could be 
subject to it, or suited with it in fda sense of it ? In that 
case all that is necessary to be done by the divine Spi- 
rit is, to inform us rightly concerning the holy nature 
and ways of God ; and let us know that all our hatred 
of him is owing to a mere nda 'Understanding ; and that 
he is really just such a being as we all naturally love ; 
even altogether such an one as ourselves. Can there 
be a necessity of any tiling supernatural, in bringing a 
sinner " out of darkness into God*s marvellous light,*** 
if this is all that is implied in it ? Yes, it will be said,«a 
supernatural work upon the understanding is still ne- 
cessary. Though light alone will produce all the 
change of heart that is wanted } yet not objective ligh^ . 
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meri^j, but what may perhaps be called »ubjetdve 
light. That IS} the understanding itftelf must be strengtli«' 
uned) or enlarged, or brightened, or somehow mad« 
b&tter; otherwise th^ external %bt, however clear:, 
vili shine in darkness, -and capnot be comprehended. 
' Now if this is the supernatural work of the Spirit 
-which, persons are the subjects of when they are bom 
again, it is of the same nature as if a natural fool should» 
by a miracle, have reason given him.* But is this the 
way to advance the grace of God most in our salvation I 
Is it the most wonderful instance of rich gmcci to give 
an intelligent mind to one whose heart veas so good* 
that he onJy wanted to have reason enough to under? 
stand the gospel, and he would embrace it most corr 
dially as soon as ever it was proposed to him ? Docs 
the grace appear so great in this, as in changing the^ 
heart of one who was an enemy to the true God ? One 
that might have had light enough, onfy he hated the 
light and would not comt to it ? Or one that had had 
the light of conviction forced upon him, and had bothi 
seen and hated, both the Father and the Sen, both tlnr 
law and the gospel t 

' ♦ R is apprehended this representation of the matter will 
be thoaght unfkir, if not quke ridiculoi^s. Men do not Tneatt 
to be made natural fools of neither. The weakness, an^ 
blindness^ and ^ want of abilities so much eomplain^ of, iff 
nothing of this kind. They would be thought to have as 
much wit, as inuch reason and good sense, as the best> not- 
withstanding all their darkness of understanding. Nay, 
jdiey may exceed even a Locke, or a Sir Isaac Newton, in 
cleamess and strength of mind, and yet have sueh weak in* 
telleofs as to be incapable of understanding truly, the plainest 
Iprinoipksiof the onM^les of God. Thus the reputation of the 
bead and the heart are eqwUly taken care of ^ while the pooir 
defecu ^hich must bear the blame of aU the sin m the world 
is crowded into a corner, of the soul, which no soul has, and 
thereibre» which no one cares how nmch is said against. 
E 2 
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ket ^ny one think how he yrould address himself ID 
God, with a view to magnify the riches of his grace 
in saving him. Would he think/ that lessening his 
former natural abilities as much as possible, was the 
way to do ihi^ most effectually ? NVould he acknowl- 
edge that man by the fall had lost his rational powers, 
and was become no wiser than the beasts of the field, 
and of no mbre understanding than the fowls of hea- ' 
Ven ; and therefore that he had been utterly incapable - 
of knowing what a kind of being God was, or what his 
law required, or getting any just notions concerning 
Christ and the way of salvation ? That no «n)e, whose 
mental powers were so weak, or so much disordered 
as his had been, could ever possibly get a true under* 
standing of any of these things ? And if God had not 
been graciously pleased to give him a better heady he 
xnust inevitably have been lost for ever ? Is this, I say, the 
acknowledgment one would make with a view to glo- 
rify sovereign grace, in bringing him out of darkness 
into marvellous light ? — Or would he not rather ac- 
knowledge the goodness of God, in giving him rational 
powers in his first formation, and so rendering him 
capable of acimg a higher and happier part than the 
mere sensitive creation ; capable of serving and ^joy- 
ing God as a rational creature ? Would he not acknow* 
ledge that, though God might justly have deprived 
£3m of all the peculiar dignities and advantages of the 
rational nature, for Ai« own, and not merely for Adam^B 
abuse of them^ yet he had not done it ? That he had 
not been denied the use of reason, or the opportunity 
and means of knowing God as many had l)een ? But^ 
that under all these advantages to know Cod, he had 
^ot glorified him as God, nor been thankful. That he 
had shut his eyes against the clearest light, turned a 
ief^ ear tp the most gracious cdlis^ and liated the b<^i 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Smalley on Natural Abilit 

•«f Beings ; hated iiim, not for what. he I 
what he is ; for his righteousness, for his 
^bose very things for which angels and sa; 
admire and love him. And that the more he knew of 
God and Christy the more he hated them ; and should 
for ever have done so, had not divine grace most aston- 
4sdingl3r interposed in favoiir of so vile a wretch, and 
changed his naiure, >;iven him quite another spirit. 

It is strange if smy should seriously think, that dis- 
playing abroad their natural weaknesses and infirmi- 
ties, and alledging these as the only causes why they 
have not known, or done better than they have, is the 
way to humble themselves most before God, and to do 
the most honour to his grace in their salvation. 

Those who hold to natural inability, and suppose all 
that sinners want, is to have their understandings rec- 
tified, thereby virtually and really, though I suppose not 
designedly^ deny worc/depravity altogether. Should we 
however suppose sinners are depraved, and even to- 
tally tlepraved, in the temper of their minds ; but that 
they are so impaired in their natural powers too, as to 
be incc4)able of understanding and complying with the 
gospel, if their hearts were good : this natural inabil- 
ity m addition to the moral, would not lay a foundation 
for a.larger and fuller display of divine grace in their 
salvation, but the. contrary. Suppose mankind, when 
they lost the mor;^l image of God, had lost their reason 
too, and become fools in the natural sense ; and, that 
when their understandings were restored, they were 
renewed in the temper of their minds also ; then it is 
easy to see, they would never have had opportunity to 
discover their moral depravity, as when they had un- 
derstandings good enough, and have known God, but 
in works have denied him, bfing abominable, and dis- 
#b«dient^ and to every good wc>rk reprobate. It woul4 
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not appear to themselves) or to any but the Searehev 
of heai-ts, what aix evU dUpoution they.bad been of» and 
what a moral chaog^e bad been wrought in thenn. 
And consequently, the divine grace toward them, if it. 
ivas in reality as great, would not be manifeatid ^o 
much. Bill, indeed, the grace of God in the salvation 
of men, on tiiat suppo^tion^ would not in reality be «»« 
great. The^ better t^ndei^itandings atiy have, and 
abuse, the greater is their guilt ; and consequently the 
greater the grace that saves tlicm. 

Ail thai now rem^dns is the mprovement, . Andr 
I. From what has been said, I think it follows, that 
there is no foundation for conceiving of sinners as 
being to biaroe and inexcusable for fiartoi their neg« 
lect of the great salvation, and not for the i^hole of 
it ; or tl)^t they may reasonably be exhorted to Aopar$ 
of what is implied in coming to Christ, but not tho 
whole. Bom® seem to suppose that unregenerate 
sinners are not to blame for not doing things, which 
imply real holiness, and which cannot be iione without 
it, as r«|>eming truly of their sias, believing in Christ,- 
loving God, &c. But that for not doing other things 
which may be^done without any holiness of heart, as re« 
forming externally, praying, &c. they are altogether 
inexcusable. But is not this evidently a disiinctioa 
withotjt any just foundation I Either the natural abi^ 
lities of m^n must be the measure of their duty, and 
whatever is short ^f this, is sin ; nr eke their duty isi 
to be measured by their marul ability, and they are t© 
blame nofaither than they fall short of doing what they 
have a hcSiUt to do. Now if we are under obligation la 
da well to the utmost of <>\xrnatural power, and no. 
abatement of duty oug^t to be made, on account of aa 
evil heart, or the want of a good one ; then sinners ai^ 
teMameandaitogelher i^exct|sabiei in not^rsakin^- 
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SID heartily, as well as externally ; in not believing in 
Christ, loving God, and beings cordially obedient to his 
will. For none of these things are impossible to such 
as are well disposed. But i£ moral power is the mea- 
sure of .duty ; if want of a disposition to do other ways 
than a man does, renders him excusable and not to 
blame ; then ali are excusable, none are to blame. The 
thoughtless and secure, the prayerless and profane, the 
most profligate and abandoned, are as excusable, as 
little to blame as any others. For the inclinations of 
the worst of men, it may, without any great stretch of 
charity, be supposed, are as bad as their actions are. 
They are none of them any more wicked than they are 
disposed to be ; nor have any of them a moral power 
to be any better. The dissolute and immoral might 
reform, it is true, if they were so inclined. The care- 
less sinner might become serious and thoughtful about 
his salviation, might read and hear, meditate and pray, 
if he were so disposed. But it is as true, that sinners 
might come to the saving knowledge of the way of life, 
might repent and believe the gospel, were they so dis» 
posed ; nothing but a heart is wanting in both cases* 
*' The vile person wiU s/ieak villainy, and his heart will 
work iniquity, to practice hypocrisy, to utier error, &c.'' 
We are told that, "the heart of the sons of men is full 
of evil." And what they will do, if left to thiemselves, 
we are also told, see Rom. i 27, 3 1. " God gave them 
over to a reprobate mind ;" that is, left them to act 
their own minds without restraint ; and what was the 
consequence ? " They were filled with all unrighte- 
ousness, fornicaiioUt wickedness, covetousness, mali- 
ciousness, full of envy, murder, &c.** The scandalous 
sinner will not become externally reformed without 
restraining grace ; nor villi the secure sinner seek nud 
pmyyand use the means <^ grase^ ut^ss he is awakeB- 
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ed ; aoy more than a m^ will'coine to Qhrki^ withmit 
the drawing of the Father^ The drunkard has not a 
nu^pai power^ that is} a sufficient joclinatioli, to fbraake 
his cups, whilci he does not forsake thent ; nor the 
lewd person to forsake his lewd practices ; nor the 
murderer to hold back his hand from shedding pi 
blood, any more than the natural man has to embrace 
the gospel. 

There is therefore no propriety in exhorting the 
unregenerate, to do only stich things as are consistent 
with an entirely depraved and wicked heart, as if no^^ 
thing further could be expected of them at present^ 
any more tlian there would be in exhorting the nFiost 
abandoned of mankind, to do only what is consistent 
>vith their disposition and course of life^ because no- 
thing better can be expected of them, till they are bet- 
ter disposed, or are under greater jrestfaints. 

Accordingly, there is no such compounding with the 
natural man, for what he can do, without a heart to do 
any thing that is good, to be tnet with any where in the 
sacred scriptures. God's present demand upon every 
one of us is, *« Give me thy heart." He does not say, 
give me thy external obedience only, make a decent 
show of seeking and serving me, and it shall suffice 
for the present ; fc&' as for thy heart, I know, « tJiere 
is no hope, it hath loved strangers, and after them it 
will go." The law requires truth in the inward fiaru s 
yea, it demands a perfect heart. " Thou^halt love tho 
Lord thy God, with all thy he?.rt, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength rand 
thy neighbour as thyself." Not merely thou shale 
seek and pray for thia temper, towards God and man, 
but thou shalt have iti The New Testament preachers 
of salvation through Christ, say, " Repent and believe 
the gospel ; repent and be conrerted that yoar sins 
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SMfbe Woiied out/' The sum of their preachiiv|^, 
u |»0tii ^ Jews and ako to the Greeks/' was, ^ Repent- 
aikce towards God, sad faith towards our Lord Jesus 
Cbriat." Not testifying, as the manner of some is," 
that if sioners will do what thef ean (mewuni^ what 
their wicked hearts wiH le.t them do, what the carnal 
Bmid, which is emnitf ag»nst God, may consent to) 
they wiU not be left to perish ; but God will utnlotibt- 
edly have pity on them, and afford them farther help. 
Certainly, if the divine law is just, no man can justly 
excuse himself, or be excused, short of a perfect heart, 
and a perfect life. Awe} if the gospel is true, there is 
Qo safety for any siniier, do ground of dep^dance that 
' God Witt have m^^^y on him, or ever show him any 
Bfcvour, short of Christ, and an actual interest ii^ him by 
faith. " He that believeth not, is condemned already, 
because hp hath not believed in the name of the only 
ije^otten Son of God. He that believeth not the Son, 
!^al] not see life; b»t the wrath of God abideth op him« 
He that believeth not ^all be damned. •' 

It is extremely obvious, that the serlptures every 
where treat the impenitent and the unbeliever, with as 
little ceremony as any ^nners whatsoever. And it is 
exceeditigly evident, I thipk, from what has now been 
suid, that reason affords no plea in their favour, but 
what wiU equally excuse any sinner in the world, in 
being as he is, and in dcung as he does. "If the want of 
a good heart, is a good plea, every sinner, and every 
hnperfect saint, may avsul himself of it to his complete 
justification. Those who are sanctified but in part, 
cannot be blamed for being but imperfectly holy, 
yho^e who have DO true holiness at all, cannot be re- 
quired to have anyi or be blamed if they act as well as 
they cao without it. And, by the same rule, not so 
touch as an external reformation can be required of 
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those who hare no mind to refornu Nothing ciuv be 
said to the purpose of excusing sinners on account of 
the badness of their hearts, unless, we would undertake 
to HiaintaiB this general principle, that the duty of eirery 
one, must be only according to every, one's disposition. 
But if this principle is true, every one must easily see, 
there can never be any such thing as neglect of duty, 
or de$ert of punishment, or need of grace, in the uni- 
verse.* 

f It has been objected that the phrase moral inability^ is 
i^sed in these discourses, and by many of late, in a different 
sense from that in yrhich it has formerly most commonly been 
used by divines and philosophers ; and in so large and loose a 
sense as bas a tendency rather to darken counsel by words 
without knowledge. That under this general name we in* 
dude^ and confound together^ things of a very difierent na- 
ture, and which ought to be carefully distinguished. That 
there is a wide difference between a mere unHvillingness, or 
the prevalency of a contrary inclination in particular instan- 
cesy and the want of a principle from wh^h It is possible a 
certain kind of actions should be done, ler what motives will 
be exhibited, and what pains will be taken. For instance* 
between the inability of the drunkard to forsake his cupsf 
while he does not forsake them, and the inability of the na. 
tural man to embrace the gospel. 

To this it is replied. In these discourses, under moral in- 
ability to that which is good, is meant to be included all that 
impotency which consists in moral depravity ,- whether in 
principle or exercise : whether in privation, that is^ the want 
of moral rectitude only, or in any positive lusts and corrup- 
tions i and whether native or contracted ; whether removable 
by moral suasion, or not without a hew creation. Now un- 
der this general notion of moral impotency, it is grante<i 
there are several things included which in some views are of 
distinct consideration, and upon some subjects may be of im- 
portance to have carefully distinguished. But these differ- 
ences) it was, and is still conceived, do not affect tNi present 
enquiry* In every supposeable instance, sin, as far as it pre- 
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S / From what has been said it may appear, that there 
is no force in that common plea in the month of sin* 
nersj namely^ '^ That they did not bring their depravity 
upon themselves, but were borij with it. If their hearts 
are altogether siDfuI,^ey did not make them so, nor 
is it any of their fault ; they have only such hearts as 
were g^en them, without their choice or ^x)nsenu" 
Now, in arguing thus, they evidently view a wickejd 
heart, in no other light than as a mere weakness, which 
a man would not choose, but cannot help. They con- 
sider it ^s a thing not at all faulty in its own nuture ;*so , 
that if they are to blame on accoui>t of it, it must be 

vails, is inconsistent with the prendence of Its opposite, 
viz. duty, or holiness ^ and involves a real impossibility of 
its opposite*s taking place, so far as it takes place. Whether 
depravity is total or partial, native or conti*acted, transient 
or permanent, still as long as ii continues, and as far as it 
goes, it implies a kind of impotency and a real impossibility, 
in regard to having or doing certain opposite things. And if 
it is of the nature oti trior al depravity — if it M in itself, anomia, ^ 
a moral evil, the impotency — ^the impossibility implied in it, 
does not in jiny measure exculpate or excuse^ in one case 
any more than in the other. The divine grace or the manner 
of divine operation requisite to reform the profligate, and to 
renew the unregenerate, is different, essentially different. — 
But as to the question about excusing (the only thing under 
present consideration) there is no difference; since all the 
difficulty to be overcome, in either case, is of the nature of 
moral depravity.— The terms natural snd moral it is true have 
been used in a number of different senses on different occa- 
sions, and there are few words but what have been so. The 
sense in which they are here used is not however new. Nor is 
the meaning of natural and moral inability in these discourses* 
any more large or loose or indeterminate, than the meaning 
of natural and moral good, or natural and moral evil ; natur- 
al and moral perfections, or natural and moral iivfirmities. 
F 
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fcr soiii«fliiing t>revimi8 to k> and quite of another kind. 
Concerning innocent natund infirmities, we ju&tlf 
jtt^ge in the above manner* Thus if a man is sick we 
^ not blarae him for it ; we know bodilf ^kness k no 
moral evil. But if we are toid the man brought his 
flickness upon hiraseify by intemperance, or some bad 
conduct, then we blame and condemn him for that bad 
conduct ; that was a moral evil, though his sickness Is 
lK>t so. Now those who make the above plea, reason 
just in this manner about ^tnt^^//*; as if it were no sin, 
merely to be a dinner ; or to commit sin when one has 
an inclination to do it* But that the brmging^ a ^njui 
ditflosiUon tifion oureetve^j had we done this, would in- 
deed have been a very wicked thing. 

Hence it seems to many, as if the poor sinful chil* 
dren of men, were only as it were under a fit ofsick- 
ness, whieh Adam brought on himself and them, by 
doing an evil deed which he might easily enoag^ have 
avoided, in as much as he was perfectly holy ; but that 
we his miserable offspring, being l>y nature sinners, 
are mnder a necesdty of sinning, and therefore csotnot 
be to Wame for it. It seems as if jf dam was in reality 
the only sinner, and liis Jirst sin the only sin of the 
humankind; because that sin was Committed while 
man had not an imaginar}', but a real, a moral as well 
as natural power to id^stain from all sin. That is, the 
first sin did not arise firom, or consist in, any defect of 
the will ; and herein Consists the sinfulness of it. If 
Adam did not sin before he had any inclination to sin> 
and while he was strongly enough inclined to the con- 
trary, it is easy to see, he had just the same excuse for 
his first sin, as we have (or any of ours. Let his fir^st 
sin be placed where it wiH, whether in actually eating 
the forbi<feien fruit, or in hearkening to any tempta- 
tions to do it, or in being off his watch, or in whatever 
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any one pleases -^ atiU we must suppose it cotemkted 
nrhile his heart wus perfectly good^else he did not sin 
without this boasted excuse of all other siimers*^want 
o€ a moval power to do otherways. Thus by forgetti^ 
that Mn is in ^«^ sinful, we are led to look for some«- 
thmg else tlmt is so, not in sinners, but in perfectly ii^ 
Bocent beings ! We conceive. Adam to blame, because 
of the uprightness of his heart ; and ourselves blame* 
less, because our hearts are so wicked!^ For in this 
way we certainly bring nothing but perfect hofiMSS 
into the account, as aH aggravation of Adam*s sin, be- 
yond those oC his posterity. 

The very first idea we can have of sin, is a depraved 
and wicked heart ; and if this is not a blameable thing 
inUseffy there is no danger of finding any thing that is 
so. Could we entirely confound all distinction betwixJt 
natural and moral evil, and so betwixt natural and 
moral inabtiky, as being things esseriUalfy dilFerent, we 
should be secure enough fi*om the accusatiens of our 
•wn CGfnsciences. And ki matters of religion, men 
generally do confound these things, so far as to feel 
v^ry easy, and very miuch^ if tJiere was no tin. J&ut 
let a neighbouv be very unkind and injurious to them^ 
and they presently see a difference. Thb does not 
look to them, just as if he #as only lame, and \^nsd>le 
to go out of their M^y ; nor do they lay th€| blame xxp^m. 
Adam, but upon the malicLoius and unrighteous wretch 
feimself ; nor does their being told it is in his vtry na^ 
sure to be so, make them think much, the better of 
him* 

3. If the distinction now insisted on was well under* 
stood, and clearly k«pt in view, it would appear in like 
wanner, that a unner's not being a^e to change his 
ewn heart, is really nothing in his fevour. Here some 
may be ready to thmk lies the grand difElcuUy after all 
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What they wanted to know, was, not whether unners 
'would be able to comply with the gospel, or to obey tjlic 
law, if their hearts Were good ; but whether it is in 
their power to have such an heart in them. For what 
does it signify what a man could do, if he had that 
which he has not, and can by no means obtain ? Sin- 
ners do not see how it is their own fault, that they hare 
such bad hearts, and do nothing from gracious princi- 
ples, provided it is not in their own power to alter 
themselves in this respect. 

Now if a wicked heart was not a Tnoral evil, but a 
thing of the same nature as a weak head, a bad me- 
mory, or an infirm constitution, this Avould be the case. 
A man is not to blame for having these, provided he 
cannot help it. But if a wicked heart is a thing of a 
criminal nature, a thing quite different from any snch 
natural weaknesses, then there is no force in the above 
reasoning;. If to have a he^rt to hate and oppose God 
and our neighbour, instead of loving them as we are 
required, is a moral evil ; as certainly it is, and the sum 
of all moral evil ; then to say a man cannot alter in this 
respect, is only to say, he cannot help being a most vile 
and inexcusable wretch. To be unalterably in Jove 
with sin, does not surely render one less sinfuly but the 
more so. Surely the more wicked a man's heart is, 
the more faulty and blameworthy he is* 

But the fallacy whereby sinners elude their con- 
sciences in this matter, lies in a secret supposition that 
they could not change their hearts, nor would they be 
changed, though they should ever so sincerely znd 
heartily, and uprightly cry to do it ; which would in- 
deed be a very hard case. If ^ sinner honestly, and 
from a truly virtuous disposition, tried to the utmost 
of his natural power to alter his wicked disposition, 
but it would not alter, he was as bad as ever after all ; 
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-k would seem indeed that he v^&s in a very pitiable 
-ntuMkm, but not very faulty. Yea> it would be diffi- 
cult to see wherein he was <»t aU to blame* And that 
so^ecbaig tike this is the reid view which multitudes 
iiave of the matter, is very evident. 

Let us put the case (as people would have it) that 
linnerB were^ in all respects, able to change their own 
hearts ; only it must take some time, a month suppose ; 
and they must apply themselves very diligently, very 
^thfolly to the work, all that while, in order to accom- 
plish it. There is a sinner, however, that neglects 
Ids <^;)portunity and spends the whole memth in sin, 
without ever using any means, or making the least at-, 
tempt to g^t a good heart. Is he not to blame now for 
this? Most certsanly he is. But why so ? Why so! 
Does not every one see that such carelessness in a case 
like this, such indifference about becoming good when 
it was entirely in one's power, must be inexcusable to 
the last degree ? To continue thus in sih, when there 
was no manner of necessity for it ; surely this can ne- 
Ter be justified. But another sinner was inuch betttr 
disposed. He seized the favourable opportunity, and 
appHed himself with the greatest imaginable dili- 
gence ; and at the month's end, actually became a good 
xnan* Now was he to blame, during this time that he 
was Uius faithfully labouring, and doing all in his pow- 
er to become good ? By no.means. But why not I He . 
bad a bad heart. Yes, but he did as well as ever he 
could, notwithstanding that. No nian could have done 
better, under his circumstances. And he was actually 
of a wicked disposition^ no longer, than till he could 
possibly be c^erways. 

Thus people would be apt to judge in such cases.-^^ 
And this shews what notions men have of inability 
witli respect to the sinner's changing his heart \ as also 
' F 3 
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<he reason why they say, the distinction of natural an4 
moral inability signifies nothing. For by whatevetr^ 
name it is called, they will conceive of it as being of 
the same nature^ If they own it lies i» the wicked 
disposition of the sinner altogether, yet they do not 
conceive it Ues in the disposition h^ acts from^ bi^t in 
k disposition he is acHug agaimt^ but is unable to over* 
coroe. They suppose the inability he labours! under 
ift.such,. that he may^ be well disposed, and do well ; 
yea,^ that he may be disposed to do tbe whole duty <£ 
one under his circumstances, and actually do it, and 
yet not be able to help being of an endrely depraved 
and wicked disposition. Nor could they find the least 
shadow of an excuse for him, did they not view his 
case in this absurd light ^— did they not consider him 
as faithfully exerting himself with an honest and good 
intention, endeavouring to become goodj but all in vain. 
Or at least, did they not suppose him willing enough 
to exert lumself in this manner, only he knows it will 
signify nothing. In this way it is, that a perverse and 
stubborn will, a wicked and unwilling, mind, comes to 
be thought as innocent a thing, and as good an excuse^ 
as any in the world. It is viewed ^§ a mere vireak^ 
i^ess ; a thing not inconsistent with trying to be holy^ 
but inconsistent with being so, let one try ever so 
heartily ; which is the proper notion of natural iiM- 
mity. And to maintain this notion, they have a dou- 
ble meaning to every word, by which " the abomina* 
ble tiling" which men are to blame for, can possibly 
be expressed. . They will affix such ideas to evevy 
word that can be made use of to express an evildis* 
' position of mind, as to make an innocent thing of it ;-»-^ 
a kind of dead weight, which, either they make them* 
selves as easy as they can under, knowing they muat 
bear it ; or else are . sti i\dng with all their might io^ 
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tSsake off, but cannQt effect it. Thus ^ deceitful above 
^1 thiags,^ is the heart of a sinner ! Thus artful in 
Iiidin^ .itself and keeping forever out of sight, and 
laying all blame somewhere else ! The hearty the-^u- 
position^ the incHnatimt^ the> wiM^ are readily allowed to 
be .altogether wronjg^ and sinful, while at the same time,, 
what is properly meant by all tho«e wordS) Is still sup- 
posed to be good enough ; and hence the sinner can- 
not see how he is to blame. Yea, the very thing for 
which alone any one can be to blame, is looked upon 
a9 hiasufi&Gteni excuse and justification^ Thus a de- 
ceived heart hath turned him a^de, that he cannot de- 
liver his soul, . nor say, Is there not a lie in my righl 
hand. 

4. We may hence learn, what alone is sufficient to 
convince a man that his utter impotence does not les- 
sen his obligaUon in any measure, or afford him the 
least cloke for his sins. It is only his being made sen- 
sible what his impotence really is, and wherein it con- 
asts.- The apostle Paul says, Rom. vii. 8, 9. " With- 
out the law sin was dead. For I was alive without the 
lawonce^: but when the commandment came, sin re- 
vived and I di«d.*' The former of these situations of 
the Apostle, is that of every sinner who cannot se« 
how it IS possible he should be wholly helpless and yet 
altogether inexcusable, at the same time, and in the 
tame respect. He has no just conviction of « the 
plague of his own heart." He is alive, and sin is dead. 
He sees neither his impotence, nor his sin, in a true 
light. If he saw one, be would necessarily see both. 
Let an unregenerate sinner only see hb real heart, 
and he will see that he is helpless enough. And let 
bimonly see iliia eottof helplessness, and he will ne- 
ver have a thought of its being of the nature of an 
-excuse. A man never finds hitnseif utterly helpless 
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in this view, utterlf unable to become good^ by reftsen 
of his actual wickedness, until he finds all the bottom 
8{>ringsaend principles of action within him, are en- 
tirefy wrong. That he does not so^ much as intend to 
do his duty, as duty, and never did. . That he does not 
tnemi weil^ in any thing he does. This makes him see 
that his plowing is sin, and that all his most painfiil re- 
ligious duties must be an abomination to him who 
looketh on the heart, and knows what they all spring 
from. He sees he has no regaixl for Giod's gh>ry, cares 
nothing what becomes of it, if ^ could but be si^ 
and happy himself. He sees he 1% dead^ and all his 
works are dead works ; and that he must be created 
anew, or- he shall never da any thing as he ought-^- 
But does this view of his deadness make him loose 
sight of his sinfulness and guilt? Does he now £e$l 
himself excused and free from blame, because his 
heaK is so totally depraved, so opposite to God and all^ 
that is good? No. Sin revives just lus fast as he dies. 
His deadness is seen to be nothing but the y^ life a»d 
soul of sia. His handng fmch a heart, his being of such 
a temper, that he can di> nothing, can delight in no* 
tlm>g but sin, he sees is the very thing that Grod's law 
condemns him to everlasting burnings foi*, and that 
most justly. If such a disposition as he finds himself 
now to be o£^ would extenuate a creature's gnilt, there 
is not a devil in hell that could ever foe damned^<«* 
When a sinner once sees what he really is, his help- 
lessness and his sin are seen to be quite consistent ; 
and (Hte just as great as the other. For, indeed, they 
are one and the same thing, 

5. From what has been said, it may be easily seen, 
that there is no want of directiona proper to be given 
to sinners, but that all the difficulty is, they are not in 
a disposiUen to regard and follow them. Pe<q;ile ate 
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ahrays. ready to ask, ^<£ut after all, what shall sinners 
do ? Can you give them any directions how to get out 
of this helpless condition ? Is there any thing for them 
to doi or is there not ?" Now this, however common 
it is, is certainly very. Impertinent. If it is a settled 
point, that the case with sinners is, they have no heart 
to do any thing that is good, people must strangely 
forget themselves who ask, " Is there any thing for 
them to do I" As if all the difficulty lay in answering 
this question, or in pointing out duty to them 1 Surely 
there is enough to be done, if they would but do it.— 
It is easy to direct them to the course they ought to 
take ; and it would be easy to put them in a way in 
which they might have great reason to hope for salva- 
tion, if they thought it a matter worth taking pains 
albout, and were of a teachable spirit and willing to fol- 
low good advice. It is much easier to say what they 
should do, than it is to- make them willing to do it.^. 
They should become seriotis and thoughtful about eter- 
nal things. They should « amend their ways and their 
doings," which are not good. They should search 
the scriptures, take every method, and improve every 
opportunity in their power, to acquaint themselves 
with God and Jesus Christ — the law — the gospel — and 
with their own character and state. They should 
^« cry after knowledge, and lift up their voice for un- 
derstanding,*' They should, " seek it as sitver^ and 
search for it as hid treasure." They should lie open 
to conviction, be willinj to know the truth, and to em- 
brace it when discovered. They should nbt cover their 
sins, but be. sensible of, humbly c6nfess, and heartily 
forsake them. They should " return untp the Lord," 
tlieir Maker and rightful Sovereign, submitting to lus 
, authority, owning his justice, and accepting his grace 
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through tbe Medi^or. Oiv in other wocds^ V^ 
6B0ULD rei>ent and believe the gospel. 

But if th^7 will not foHow these, nor any good di- 
rections that can be given them, who can help it? If 
they will set at nought all the counsel of wisdom, what 
good can the best counsel do them ? If they do not 
hearken to tbe calls of the gospel* will not come uiUo 
Christ that they might have life, will do nothing pros- 
per to be done by persons in their circumstances, 
there is, absolutely no help for them, unless God himr 
self interpose, '< and work in them to will and to d^ 
of his own good pleasure." ^ 

e. According to what has been feaid, there can be n<i 
reasonable objection against God's giving no encouc- 
agement of salvation on lower terms than an actual 
compliance with the gospel. Many arc ready to aayj 
if there are no promises to any thing short of saving 
faith, God is not in earnest in his proposals to sinners^ 
and does not treat them well, but rather trifles with 
and mocks them in their misery ; for he knows th^ 
no unregenerate sinner can come up^ to such terms, 
any more than he can make a world. But according 
to what has been said, if sinners were but in ^orneMt 
themselves about their salvation ; if they were dispos- 
ed to treat God weil^ and not to nwck «ad trifle wit^ 
him^ there -would be no difficulty in the case. There 
were indeed infinitely, great difficulties in tbe way of 
our obtaining salvation. By sin, we had cast such dis^ 
honour upon the holy law and*government of God, at 
it was not in tlie power of creatures to wipe off. And 
until this was done, it seems not to hs^ve been consist^ 
em with the honour of God's character and the rights 
of his government to show favour to the ^nner. But 
Christ has removed every difficulty of this kind. By 
bis all-sufficient sacritice he has made full atonement 
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fer sin, find opened a way for the honourable ^xercifie 
of grace. By his obedience unto death he has wrought 
out an all«perfect rigbteousoiess, for the sake of which 
God is well pleased, and stands ready to justify every 
sinner who is willing to submit to this nghteousnessi 
and consents to forsake his sins and be saved in this 
way. And now he can say, and has actually said, << AU 
things are ready :*' << Ask, and it shall be given you : 
seek, and ye shall iind ; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you. For every one that askedi, receive th,; and 
he that seeketh, findeth; and to him that knocketh, it 
shall be opened.*' Past sins are no bar in the way ; 
for there i$. ^ a fountain set <^n,*' not only ^< for Judah 
and Jerusalem,'* but for all the worfd " to wash in, 
from sin and from uncleanness/' The greatest un- 
worthiness is no (Ejection ; for the invitation is, ^ Ho 
every one thatthirstcth, come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money ; come buy and eat, yea, come buy 
wine and milk, without money and without price. 
Whosoever iviit, let him come, and take the water of 
life freely/* Sinners, you have really as fair an oppor- 
tunity for life, according to the gospel, as probationers 
can possibly have; as full a price in your hands, as 
your hearts can possibly desire. There is nothing on 
earth ; Uiere is nothing, in all the decrees of heaven; 
there is nothing in all the malice and power of hell, 
that can hinder your salvation, if you do not hinder it 
yourselves. Nor need you be discouraged by reason 
of any bad disposition brought upon you by Adam, 
which you are iieartily sorry for, and would be glad to 
get nd ^, but cannot. * For th^ second Adam is able to 
help you in this as well as in other respects ; and will 
do it in a mbnient if you in the least degree really de- 
sire it. The very thing he came for was to save from 
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sin, the power'^ui well as the gmlt* of it ; and to sftir^ 
whoever desires to be thus saved* Nor need ycm id^ 
i^ine, that you must lay out all your own strength first, 
and do all that can reasonably be required of one under 
your circumstances ; and then may have just an enem^ 
ragement of being saved by gretce after a life of sucfe 
perfection. This is the most reproachful idea of the 
God of all grace, that you can possibly entertain* No t 
If you do so well that it would be hard for God to re- 
fuse you salvation, he will consider himself as under 
obligation to save you, and will never desire you should 
firetend to think there is any grace in it But he will 
receive you graciously and love you freely, if you de- 
sire it, though you have not done so very well. He 
means to exerpise as much grace, as he would have 
- the honour of, and not to be eternally praised for what 
is not his real due. He is willing to save you in as gra- 
cious a manner as ever you thought o^ or can wish for. 
Only weigh the mattc^r, and say whether you choose to 
be saved. Enter into the nature of gospel^salvation ; 
attend to the character and laws of Christ. And then 
say, whether you will have Aim ejkd be Ma ; whetlier 
you are willing and would really chOose to exchange 
the servitude of satan, for that liberty wherewith Christ 
makes his followers free j or whether you must plainly 
say, you love your old mastef ^nd your lusts, and choose 
rather, to have your ear bored, and bea servant for eyfer. 
-feut however, *' be sure of this, that the kingdom of 
God is come nigh unto you ;'* and if you refuse tp have 
any part or lot in it, be assured, that when the wicked 
are turned into hell, with all the nations that forget 

• The word " guilt" is used by. the author as synonymous 
•with punishment, as many respectable divines have done be- 
fore hlin> but we think not happily. 

if. Y. Publisher. ' 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



VinaUetfvnhfatural Ability. 73 

Ood, it ^111 be more tolerable for Sodom than for you. 
But I must not enlarge farther, by yf»y of particular 
inference. 

On the whole ; I am not able to conceive how any 
one who enters into the matter, can question the pro- 
priety of making the distinction insisted on in these 
discourses ; or with what appearance of reason, any 
can pretend it is an useless distinction. As to the im- 
portance of it ; it may easily be observed, in how many 
instances, upon the most leading points, and in the 
most material respects, by the Help of this distinction, 
common sense will cross tbe common notions of sin- 
ners exactly where the Bible crosses them. It sets 
reason, and Scripture, divine justice, and divine grace, 
in a quite con^stent view ; whereas without it, I ap- 
prehend they must for ever appear irreconcileable.— • 
It leads good men to see that human infirmities and 
imx)erfections, are not such comfortable extenuations 
of guilt, as they are sometimes ready to make them. 
That all their moral infirmity, all their want of fierfect 
hoHneesy is entirely their own feult ; and what they 
ought to be deeply humbled for, and go mourning under 
oil their days.— It shows sinners, that their perdition 
is resdly altogether of themselves : that all ground of 
discouragement in their case, is their own wicked- 
ness. And not their unworthinesa neither, but mere- 
ly their unnuitUngneaB to be made clean. That this in- 
deed makes their case desperate from every other, 
quarter but the uncovenantcd grace of God. In them^ 
9elvesy or from any th'mg that man can say or do, «' there 
is no hope. No, for they have loved strangers, and 
after them tliey wHl go.** And as to changing the 
hearts of such, God has reserved it as the sovereign 
prerogative of the throne of his grace, to « have mcr- 
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cyon whom he nrlll have mercy, i^ c^DpanioQ 
on whom he will have compassiop."— It udministers 
not so much comfort, indeed, to simiers io their im- 
pemtence and unbelief, as they would be gl^ to have. 
But in this awful condition, they have generally com* 
fort enough, such as it is, and too much in all reasotb 
To kill their self-righteous hopes, and let them see 
their guilt and danger, their utter helplessness, and 
yet entire inexcusableness, is the kindest thing that 
can be done for them,* 

♦ This, however, is the grand objection ; the grand rea- 
Bon why It is said, it does no good, it comes to the sam^ 
thing when all is done and said. The sinner is as helpless, 
and as abscdntely depeaident on sovereign yp'ace, if his ina- 
bility lies in his disposition, as if any thing else was the mat* 
ter with him. For a wicked heart will as infallibly shut a 
man out of heaven, if he is left to it, as any thing in the 
worid could.— Hence very ingenious writers, even though , 
they make the distinction now insisted on, and by their first 
expressions one would think saw the ^fierence, will yet sup- 
pose, after all, that the terms of salvation must be level to 
the hearts of men ; or that something mrust be done, where- 
by sinners may be saved, notwithstanding their moral impo- 
tence! That things must not be left so, Uiat even " his own 
iniquitiess hall take the wicked himself, and he shall be holden 
in the cords of his sins.**— To say, that ** if salvation is of- 
fered to an who heartily desire and choose it, and so truly 
ask for it, it is offered on the lowest terms," is therefore 
treated with contempt ; and it is replied, ' then we may well 
say, woe to the sinner whose confidence in his own sincerity 
fails him. Ifamanhas not this hearty desire and cannot 
create it in himself, he is in a deplorable condition.' Ac- 
cordingly the scriptures are ransacked for encouragement, if 
not prc«iiaes, to someUiing lower than asking fot salvation 
or being willing to Itave It And the totally depraved heart, 
is eareiuUy sounded, to find grcmnd ibr doings^hat are not 
unlavj/uly ^ugh altogether unholy. That upon these better 
tort of unhf^y dmngs, on one side, i|nd tliose encourage^ 
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As to the fcmndanon there is for the dhtinction ; 
" li We have seen the biMe is as express and full in 
making^ the difference supposed, as it is in any one 
thing whatever. We have seen that all the heart,- 
sotili rhind and strength ; that is, a perfectly willing^ 
and faithful exertion of all our Acuities, however en- 
' feebled they are, is all that God requires of us in his 
perfect law. Nor is there a single instance of natural 
impossibilities being required of any man, id all the 
sacred records. Nor is it once intimated) ihsX natural 
impossibiiilies might justly be required of us, because 
our natural powers were impaired by the fall. But, on 
the other hand, we have seen that the most absolute 
moral impossibUities are required of all men, without 
the least scruple, as if there was no kind of difficulty 
in them. That a perfect heart and a perfect life, are 
as much required of men now, as if they were not 
fallen creatures ; and required of the greatest sinner, 
as much as of the best saint No peculiar provisos 
are made, in favour of even the most abandoned. Nor 
is it once intimated, any where in scripture, that the 
reason why men may be required to do that which is 
lawful and light, though it is contrary to their incli- 
nation, is because Adam did that which was unlawful 
and wrong, contrary to hie inclination. Orjthat all 
tlie reason why a wicked heart is not entirely inno- 
cent, and a good excuse, is because man brought it 
upon himself, by his^own folly and wickedness, before 
he had uny thing of it. We have seen, that the way 
our Saviour took to convince men, that their rejeciiba 

ments on the other,- a bridge may be built over idl imposn- 
biUties of every kmd» so that no sinner shall be in a deplora- 
blecondition, by reason of his moral depravity. But every 
<ine may get to heaven in spile of his heart. This l» making 
'distinctions that are something tothe purpose ! 
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of mm and his gospel w«a their ^n^ wfis \ff aheiritfig 
them, that it could proceed from nocbing hot the bad* 
ne^s of their hearts ^ and not by leading them to be-^ 
lieve it was primarily owing to a mere weakness or 
disorder in their unders$a7iding» occasioned by the 
original fall. He readily admitted* that if men wer^ 
blind, or if they had not saffici^t means of in&rma^. 
tbn and conviction, their unbelief would be no mk.f^ 
^or does it appear that any unbelievers in those timeSf 
had refined so far as ^o reply in th^r own vindicfUion,,- 
that tliey could not help haling the light, because their 
hearts were evil. This seems to be a doke for unbe* 
lief, of a more modern invention. 

2. We hkve seen ihstt common sense^ mofii readily 
and fully gives into such a diSerence as this, in all 
common cases ; in every supposahle case in which the 
vindication of our own cliaracter is iK)t concerned.— » 
Yea, in cases where men are most . interested, and 
most straitened for a plea in their own justification^ 
tliey rarely think of pleading a bad intention and a very.- 
wicked heart. If a man, when questioned for a sup- 
posed faulty action, can shew that it was an oversight, 
and not owing to any ill design ; or if he can make it ap- 
pear, tliat he had not opportunity or capacity, to do ^ 
better than he did; these are always ajlow^ed to be 
things to his purpose. Biit it b rare that any one un- 
dertakes to excuse himself, as to any injurious con- 
duct, or omission of duty with respect to his fellow- 
liven, by shewing that he is, and always was, of an ex- 
ceeding wicked and unrighteous disposidon, and that 
his heart was quite as bad as hk conduct. No one, 
unless he was out of his wits, would ever think of 
making such a plea as this before a human court. It 
is only in matters of religion, and before the divine 
tribunal on their last decisive trid, that criminals thcm*^ 
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sdvet l^nk o£ making this plea^ or tli»t it would awl 
aof tiang unlets to their greater condemnation. 
^ And we hsnre seen that the reason whf ^ners are 
ready to look upona wicked heart as a good ezctise in 
maitters of religion, is because they mean no such, 
thing by it, nor do they think they havt any such, thing 
aisa heart at all wicked. When they talk of moral, 
depravity, deadness in sin, want of a dispoaiticm to 
that which is good, &c. they really mean by such ex^ 
presdons'-— they know not wliat. Something that is 
conaiatent with their Mirucerely wislung, desiring, and 
endeinimring to the utmost of their natural, power, to 
do their whole duty. And this is all the reason they 
think a bad heart is an excuse with respect to these 
thhngs, any more than in other cases* This is the 
reason why, in their view^ ^sin is dead," and looks 
like such a kind of thing as must necessarily always 
be dead ; it not being possible in the nature of thingsi 
that it should be aliv^ longer than just to bring itself 
into existence. 

It may therefore^ notwithstanding this seeming ex- 
ception, well be considered as a quite universal dictate 
of comnKHi sense, that the want of a heart, and the 
want of natural capacity, in regard to excusing men, 
are entirely different things. 

3. We have seen that reason discovers a just foun- 
^ dation for this decision of the moi^l sense, and of the 
Scriptures, as clearly as it discovers any thing of a 
moral nature. We have seen that an ability to act 
otherwise than agreeably to our own hearts, would only 
be an ability to act unfreely and by constraint : that 
actions which are done contrary to, or without our 
wills, are actions for which v>e cannot in reason be ac. 
countable: that only taking away moral necessity, 
the necessity of men's acting or not acting Accord- 
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in g to their own diaposidon and choice, unavoidabljr 
subjects them to a fatal necessity, a necessity of act- 
ing otherwise than they would choose, or whether 
they will or no. Reason plainly teaches, that things^ 
done under that necessity which arisesirom our own 
hearts, and that which is against them, are just as 
different^ as things in which we are the agents, and- 
things in which we are not: — just as different as Pe- 
ter's girding himself when he was young, and going' 
whither he would, and bis being girded afterwards, 
and being carried whither he would not :— just as dif-- 
ferent as a man's wilfully ncmrdering himself, and be- 
ing murdered by another, in. spite of all he could do 
in his own defence. Wp have seen, that if want of 
holiness excuses a person in being unholy, and if a 
disposition to sin excuses a person in .sinning, then 
cvei7 unholy creature, every sinner in the universe, 
is perfectly excusable. . ^ 

Thus if ecrifiture^ reaatmy and common sense^ all con- 
curring in the fullest raanner,'can confirm any thing,, 
an essential difference betwixt natural and moral ina- 
bility, the inability which arises from our own.heart8,> 
and that arising from any other qus^ter, is most ftflly- 
confirmed. Nor can any one say, that these two kinds 
ofcannoty come to the same thing, as to excusing men, 
without contradicting^ the highest' degree of every kind. 
of evidence we can have, of any-moral truth.— He 
that hath an ear, let him hear. % 
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57te Perfection <yf the Divine Law, and its 
Usefulness Jbr th^ Conversion of Souls. 



A SERMON, 

Delivered in the College- Chapel^ in New- 
Haven, on the Morning after the Com^ 
: mencement, 1787. 

By JOHN SMALLEY, D. D. 

PSALM xix. 7. 
The Latv ^the Lord U perfect, converting the souL 



^OME are sidd to teach such doctrine concaming re- 
generatipHy as tupposes that ne meam can be of an}^ ef- 
ficacy or use) in the case of the unregenerate. Many, 
undpubtedlyi have no opinion of legal fireaching, as 
adapted to pronu>te the salvation of men. It will, how- 
ever, very universally be agreed, that means are to be 
j^sed for the conversion of sinners, as well as for the 
perfecting of the saints. And I believe there are few 
"v^'ho win not admit that the law ought to be preached, 
for both tliese purposes, as well as the gospel. 

Good men may dispute about words ; and they may 
have different ideas, in many matters of nice specula-* 
tion ; But all^ood men delight to meditate in the law 
of the Lord \ and all good gospbl ministers desire, by 
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all lawful means, to be instrumental of the ccaiTer^ioti 
of souls. For these reasons it is presumed that tlie 
words now read, if pn^rly (^ned and illustrated, will 
not be uninteresting,' or unentertaiiiki|; to the present 
audience. 

The general subject of this psalm, is the glorious 
manife^ation which God had given of himself, by the 
light of nature, and by the Ught of revelation. In the 
first six verses are set forth, in lofty language, the illus- 
trious displays of the divine perfections, m the works 
of cr^tion and of common providence. The HeqvvrUf 
it is siud, declare the glory ^God ; and the Jirmament 
sheweth Ma handy work, Day*unt9 day utUreth tfieech^ 
Sec. At this seventh verse, the psalmist passes fi^m 
the workS) to celebrate the word of God, as discovering 
yet greater glories, and ta being productive of stiU 
more wonderful efifects. Theiawqfthe Lcml U per* 
fect^ says he, converting the aoui : the testimony of the 
Lord is surcy making m»e the eintfik. Tht statutes qf 
the Lord are rights rejoicing the heart : The command' 
ment of the hord is fiurcy enHghtening the eyes. 

By the law of the Lord may be meant, the whole, 
revelation of God's mind and wiH, which had then 
been given to mankind. But what is here said of it is 
especially applicable to the mom/ taw ; and to tbb onlyt 
particular attention will be pud in the present dis* 
course. Two things are asserted in the text concern- 
ing the divine law. In regard to its intrinsic exceU 
lence, it it said to be perfect : respecting its use, in the 
present ^len state, it is spoken of a» convertmg the 
soul. Accordingly it is proposed) 

1st. To consider the perfection of the law of Ood; 
and 

Sd. Its subserviency to the conversion of the soitld 
df meo« 
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Tfcc periection of the divine law first clainiB our 
tareful attcniion. 

If it be asked in wAar reM/iectB the law of the Ix)rd is 
|>crfcct ; the general answer is, hi alt respects. Like 
its glorious author, it is lighty and in his no darknees 
at all. But since an aposile hath sad, the law ia holy^ 
and the commandment ia holjr, and just, and good ; it 
hiay be proper to illustrate these three perfections of 
the moral law more particularly. 

First then, the law of God is perfectfy holy. This 
appears in its prohibitions, in its requirements, and in 
its sanctions. / have seen an end of all perfection^ 
says the psalmist, diathy commandment w e;rce€dinff 
broad. 

So extensive is the divine law that it forbids all «m, 
even in the very inclinition of the mind, as well as in 
all manner of conversation. Human expositions, of 
old time, bad indeed given it a more limited construc- 
tion ; as though, like the laws of man, it respected 
only overt acts, and the gixisser instances of iniquity. 
But our divine teacher, who was in the bosom of the 
£3ither, hath expounded it in a latitude becoming the 
law of the most holy God, who looketh on the heart. 
In his expositk>n it forbids not only actual murder, 
gross adultery, and bearing felse witness \ but every 
idle word, every lascivious look, and every first emo* 
non of unreascHiabte resentment. 
' Nor hath he explained the law only to forbid all fio» 
^tively evil volitions and exercises j as; if no positive 
duty, on the contrary, were required. As if, to him 
that knovfeth to do good^ only nor to do it, were no sin. 
As if bare omhtiotu and neglecu^ were no more crimi- 
nal in a rational creature, than in stocks and stones* 
According to our Saviour, and indeed, aecording to the 
htter of MoseS) the law saith, not merely> thou abalt 
G 2 ' 
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not hate; bat thou thtiltlove. Being benevolent and 
doing good, to the utmost of our' capacity^ is plaii^ 
enjoined ; as well as every thing that is positively evil 
totally forbidden. 

The law is likewise glorious in holiness, in its aw&it 
sancdons. It requires sinless perfection, as now ex- 
plained, on no less severe a penalty than everlasting in- 
dignaUon and wrath, tribulation and anguish. It says. 
The soul thai sinneth^ it shall die^ The wages of sin^ 
livithout exception, according to law, h death. The 
sours death ; its eternal perdiuon. 

Secondly, I am to show that this law is jnst^ ftev' 
fectlyjtisti in all the strictness of its ^rec^/«, and ii> 
all the severity of its curse. These wHi require a dis- 
tinct consideration. Both are disputed bf the carnal 
snind. 

To the justice of the prec^pUve part pf the divinfe 
laW) indeed, what can human reason object? May 
\/t not justly be recjuired not to sin I Not to sin at aU, 
in oniission or commission ?-^The only objeodon is 
grounded on imbepilit)^ " Were we able, doubtless 
we ought tp kc^p ourselves from all siih ^^^ might 
justly be so required* But th^ is by no means possi- 
ble for the be^ of men. There is not a just man upen 
earthy that doth good^ and dnneth not. And certsdnly 
to require that of us which is not in our power, is pal- 
pably unjust." 

The objection seems strong, though built upon 
weakness. It is plausible ; but it is QOt unapswerable. 
If the meaning be, ^hat 5nore ia required of us than 
would be in our power, were we of a perfccjt heart; I 
deny that, ip this sense* any thing in the command- 
menu is above our capacity. Ifthsre he first a willing 
fmndyit is a^efited^'m all casea; God's perfo<>t Jaw 
always accepts it, according to that <i man hath. Where 
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xnttch-ls given^ much is required ; aiul where little^ so 
much the less. Whether we 4iave five talents^ or two, 
or one, the perfect improvement of the talents we have^ 
is all that is exacted. However weak our mindst or 
little our strength, to love the Lord our God with all 
our hearts— with all our w^ak minds, onAUttle strength, 
is the whole of the first commandment of the law. 
There is none other greater than this, or more difficult 
to obey. Did we thus love God, we should keep aU 
his commandments; and none of them would be 
grievous. 

But if it be meant, that we have not a fietftct heart 
and willing' mindy and therefore sinless perfection can- 
not justly be required of us; what is this more or less 
than saying. We have not a disposition to do our whole 
duty, and therefore our whole duty cannot in justiee 
be enjoined ? What is it but saying, We have a great 
incUnation tp do iniquity, and. therefore we ought to be 
allowed to do some . iniquity, in all reason and rightf- 
ousness? 1% the lavt nn^ becausQ^ we are sinners I Is 
that to be condemned because we are disposed to trans- 
gress ; when it would be altogether re^onable, had we 
only an inclination to obey 1 if the divine law, in order 
to it» being just, ought to be lowered at all, on account 
of the depravity of the hearts of men ; for the same 
reason it must be brought down entirely to every man's 
heart, however depraved, or it will not be just. Let 
this objection be carried as far as it will necessarily go, 
if there be really any thing in it, and it wiU come to 
^is, that no law can, be just, which requires any man 
to be or do, more of better, than exactly as^e is dif^ 
posed. 

I am sensible that it is one of the hardest things in 
the world, to beat this objecticm^oatof the heads and 
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hearts of men ; notwxlhsumsing the stupictity of it is sd 
exceedingly obvious. And nO wonder ; for as long as 
any mun can wink hard enough not to see the absurd* 
ity of such a way of reasoning, from the painful re^ 
proaches of his own conscience, he is so far entirel]^ 
free, and feels completely self-justified; whether an 
impei*fect saint, or a most proiiigate abandoned sinner. 
But I believe it will be found at last that there is the 
same law, as a rule of duty* for the one and for the 
other. A law which alters not as men alter in degrees 
of moral depravity. And that according to this law, 
which requires the wickedest of all mankiinl to be per- 
fectly righteous, every mouth will be stopped, and all 
the world, notwithstanding the present boasted plea of 
being sinful fallen creatures, be found guilty before 
God. The only question is, which ought to be con- 
demned, an imperfect creature, or a perfect law ! The 
creature, because his heart is set in him to do that 
which is perfectly wrong ; or the law, because it insists 
upon that which is perfectly right i 

, We are next to consider the justice of the penalty 
6f God's holy law ; and to show, that as he doth not lay 
upon man more than is right in its perfect require- 
ments, so neither will he in the infliction of its awful 
threat enings. 

Eternal death for every transgression and disobedi- 
ences is a dregful punishment, indeed, and undoubt- 
edly it seems to many, when they seiiously think^of it, 
excessively severe. " Can every idle word, every evil 
thDughti every unlawful wish, every deviation, in the 
smallest punctilio, from perfect righteousness, realty> 
deserve everlasting destruction ! Can even any crimes, 
of a finite creature, committed in a momentary life, 
justly merit ctidless misery I** 
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< rTb this it may be replied. The ^s we commit, 
however little many of them may appiear in other res^ 
pectS) are transgressions of the law of the g;reat eternal 
God. In this the evil, even of the grossest immorali- 

-tles, as It were, wholly consists. Hence David, when 
he had been guilty of the atrocious crimes of adultery 
and murder, says, in his penitential confession to God, 
Against thee^ thee only have I sinned. And hence St. 

^Paul speaks of sin as becoming, by the commandment^ 
exceeding sinful. If all the evil of sin consisted in the 
present injury done to creatures like ourselves, tem- 
poral death would be a punishment too great by far for 
most offences. Were there no God, or had God given 
us no law in any way whatever, and had our iniquities 
no respect to him, many of them would be truly very 
trivial. But iHsobedience is as the sin of ivitchcraft. 
And the criminality of disobedience is ever supposed 
to be enhanced, in some proportion to the authority 
commanding, and the obligation we are under to obey. 
Now the authority pf God our Maker, and the obliga- 
tions we afe imde^ tol>e obedient in all things to Him, 
are absolutely infinite. Infinite, therefore, must be the 
sin of bi^eaking His laws, and dishonouring Him. 

This is the common way of vindicating the justice 
of endless punishments. And certainly, known trans- 
gression of an express command of the infinitely great 
and glorious God, must be sinful beyond conception. 
But llidt every moral evil, in the most ignorant rational 
creature, so far partakes of this aggravation as to be a 

sf rime absolutely infinite, is a' thing which cannot per- 
haps c?>ily be made matdfest to all men, 

I therefor^ desire that it may be seriously considered, 
whether the ill descili of sin, whatever may be its ag- 
gravations, be not of such a pertifianent nature, that it 
»ay justly be punished-with the fire which never shall 
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be quenched. It may be a question worthy of cooiid- 
eratioB) whether -ftiiy crimef be it greater of less, win 
not deserve the same punishment forever, that it de- 
serves at first. Perhftps suffering pain can never jGftke 
away bkfne-worthiness on account of m : lU^ perhapa 
as long as blame* worthiness remains, just desert ^ 
punishment imist remain. Both these I beUeve, are 
real truths, and that they would be felt aft such by every 
man's conscience^ could all misapprehenuons be pre« 
vented. 

That suffering doth not, in any measure j take away 
the blame-worthiness of <m« who hath committed mh 
may easily be perceived to be a plain dictate of com- 
mon sense. Afler any criminal hatli been punished- 
as much as the laws of men require, is he ever thought 
to be at all less blame-worthy than he was before I 
The damage wbkh his ciime. has done, or had a ten- 
dency to do, to the public, or to individuals, may be 
compensated or prevented by his punishment j but 
does any one suppose he is for that reason blameUs^y 
just as if he had never offended ? Is he ever thought 
to be any freer fi'om actual guilt, than if he had been 
permitted to escape with impimity ? Has he less sin 
to repent of, or less reason to judge and condemn him- 
self, because he has been imprisoned or scourged, or 
branded, according to law ? The lash may change the 
Ethiopian's skin, or the leopard's spots; but it can 
never make a criminal innocent. Nothing is more 
evident than this, that crimes are not to be obliterated, 
and innocence restored, by involuntary sufferings Sin 
is ever so written with a pen of iron, and the point of a 
diamond, as never to be effaced in regard to the ili de- 
sert, or blame-worthiness of the sinner. 

That as loni^ as blame- worthiness remains, just de- 
sert of punishment must remain, is what I apprehend 
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would ^'io appear a plain dictate of common sente^ 
irere it not for some confusion of thought arising from 
inadequate comparisons ; *or from confounding ideas 
vrhich are really different. I know we are apt to think 
that when a culprit hath sufiered a certain number of 
stripes iat a crime, for that particular ofience he de- 
-serves no more. But I suppose the only reasons whf 
we think thus are, either because in that case we mea- 
sure desert by the law of the land, wiiich is the judge's 
rule, beyond which he has no right to go : or else, be- 
cause we measure desert by the supposed need there 
is of punishment. To punish beyond lavfy is wrong in 
a judge ; it is illegal. To punish beyond necessity^ is 
wrong in a iegi^lator; it is unmercifuL But deserv- 
ing punishment according to human laws, and deserv- 
ing itin justice, are two things. Whether it would be 
necessary to punish, and whether it would be just, are 
idso two things. In point of strict justice, abstractly 
from mercy, and from all idea of a limiting law, I 
think it must be a clear case, that blame-worthiness 
«nd punishment- worthiness, are ever exactly commen- 
surate^ That just as much, and just as long, as blam» 
is deserved, punishment is deserved. Until therefore 
\k\t sinner g»i stand up before his eternal Judge, and 
truly say, 1 have suffered so much, or so long, that I 
am become iierffcUy innocent j and deserve not to be 
fitulted at all; he cannot plead releaseroent from prison, 
and from all further pains and penahieS) as a matter of 
absolute justice. But I believe a sinner may suffer to 
all eternity, before he will be able truly to say this, of 
whatever magnitude his sins may have been. 

This way of accounting for endless punishments, is 
far from sunposing that all sins are of equal demerit. 
It does not go upon the supposition tliat they all, nor 
any of them, deserve infinite punishment. It only sup- 
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poses that the iil desert of every sin, is durable, iinal^ 
terable, and everlasting. The degree of pumshmeiit| 
-vrhich men deserve, Js in proportion to the numbers 
and aggravations of their ii^quities : but that de^ee of 
punishment, whatever it may. be, they will deserve 
forever. 'Little things may be as lasting as things that 
are great. The soul of man is not infinite, yet we sup- 
pose it will exist without end. . / 
If neither of the foregoing solutions stiould satisfy ; 
there is yet another way of vindicating the sentence of 
eternal condemnation, as perfectly just. It may be 
considered as a sentence of reprobation to endless siA) 
and to endless misery as, the necessary consequencer 
Certainly it is a righteous thing in God to say, wiien- 
ever he sees fit, He Umt is unjusi, let him be unjust atiU; 
and he that is JUthxf'i let him be Jilthy atilL The most 
High is not under obligation in justice, to keep bis 
creatures fi-om failing into a state of sin and misery r 
surely then we cannot suppose him under any:such 
obligation to recover fallen creatures to holiness 4ind 
happiness. Those finally left to themselves wiB forr 
ever sin ; and for this they will deserve to be forever 
vessels of wrath. Sin can never be innocent, or unde^ 
serv'.ng of punishment, by reason of the peculiar cir- 
cumstances in which the sinner is placed. Being in 
a state of probation, and in. a world of hope, is not cer- 
tainly the only thing which renders impenitence, blas- 
phemy, malice, or any kind of iniquity, culpable, and 
worthy of divine indignation. It is true we read that 
in the other world, every one shall receive jLCcording- 
to the deeds done m the body^ whether good or bad. 
But this needs not to be understood as implying, that 
nothing shall, ever be received for things done after 
this life is ended. It may only mean that all, by the 
sentence of the Supreme Judge, will commence their 
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&ed future existence in a degree of happiness or mis* 
ery, propordoned to ^eir good or evil conduct in the 
present probationarjr 8t«te. There are ways, undoubt- 
edly, in which the perfect justice of God's holy law in 
ks penalty, as well as in its precepts, may be Mrly and 
folly vindicated. 

We proceed to the vindication of its perfect good- 
ness* A good law, is one that is nec^essary and well 
adapted t6 answer good ends. However pure or equit'*' 
able a law may be, yet if it be needless, ami will do no 
good, it cannot well be called a good law. A law per- 
fectly good, lays no duty on the subject, nor any pen- 
alty^ on the transgressoF, however justly it might be 
laid, but what is requisite for some important or ben- 
eficient purpose. 

That the divine law, in the preceptive part of it, is 
thus perfectly good, may very easily be evinced. We 
may be sure that the commandments of God ai^ per- 
fectly good, because they require perfect goodness, and 
nothing but goodness. From those summaries of the 
mt>ral law, which are given both in the Old Testament 
and in the New ; and indeed from an attentive perusal 
ef the whc^ boofe of the lawf it is easy to see that the 
lato of kindnewy comprehends the whole law of God ^ 
or that every duty enjoined in the law and the prophets 
will readily and necessarily flow from love of God and 
oar neighbour. Love is tke JulJiUing of the law ; and 
such a law must certainly be dictated by love. No la- 
boured proof will be required tojconvince any man that 
a law is ^ood which obliges aUr others to be perfectly 
benevolent and good to hun ; and will any one be sa 
inconsistent as not to acknowledge that it must be like- 
wbe a good law, which commands him to be perfectly 
benevolent and good to a// oiA^«. 
H ^ 
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Besides, it is easy to show, tha^ all the duties enjoin- 
ed upon us are necessary for our own good, as well as 
for the glory of God and the good of our fellow crea- 
tures. We may truly say as Moses dkf, Deut» vi. 24. 
The Lord commanded ua to do all these etattaesjjbr Pur 
good^alxvays. 

Is not this evidently the case in regard to the per- 
sonal duties of sobriety and temperance ? Certainly it 
"Would not liavc consisted with a perfect attention to our 
private temporal happiness, for God to have given us 
a law allowing us to live in luxury and excess, in glut- 
tony and drunkenness. It is requisite for our worldly in- 
terest, for our bodily health, and for our best enjoy- 
ment even of the pleasures of sense, that Ive should 
deny ourselves those inordinate, sensual gratifications 
which are made unlawful in the word of God. Fleshly 
lusts war against the soul, and against the body too. 
To abstaip from them as we are commanded^ is neqes- 
sary for the comfort of the life that now is, as well as 
in order to the happiness of that which is to come. 

Is not this evidently the case in regard to the com^ 
inands of righteousness and chUrity towards our neighs 
hour ? It is generally found to be most for the seciw 
lity and advancement of a man's wealth and outward 
estate, and is always most for his real happiness, to do 
justly and love mercy ; to provide things honest in the 
sight of all men, and to be as liberal as the divine law 
requires. All the commanded social afifections, are 
delightful affectioos ; and all the forbidden unfriendly 
passions, are painful passions. Had nothing been in 
view but only our own felicity, ^he feelings and duties 
of humanity could not have been enjoined otherwise 
than they are. 

Is not this also evidently the case in regard to the 
duties of religion ? The tempers and exercises corn- 
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landed iiu mediately toward Qod I Can uiiy tbin^ be 
more essemial to our highest happiness, than to re- 
-snember pur Creator^and trust in him ? to fear and love 
the greatest and best of beings and to worship liim in 
^rit and in truth ? 

Every one who rightly understands the stututes of 
^e Lord> and knows what it is to obey them in sin- 
cerity, can testify with David in the context ; more to 
he df aired are they than gold^ yeoy than much Jin t gold ; 
sweeter aUo than honey ^ and the honey^comb. More* 
Tovexy by them U thy servant warned: and in keeping 
f^ them there is great reward. The ways of God's 
command roents are all way& of our truest wisdom.— 
Not only will they be infinitely profitable in the end, 
but for the present, they are ways of pleasantness, and 
-paths of peace. (low much more would good men 
find them to be so, if they observed them wholly, and 
with a perfect heart. 

But perhaps it will be supposed, that the perfect 
goodness of the curse oi the law, cannot ^so easily be 
made evident. I think, however, it may be shewn 
beyond contradiction, that we have no reason to believe 
the contrary. Not only the threatning, but the actual 
infliction of eternal death, for transgression and dis- 
obedience, for any thing that we can tell, may be dic- 
tated by perfect goodness. Not goodness to the in- 
dividuals who are made to suffer this awful penalty, to 
be sure. Their good is given up. But goodness to 
the universe. We know not what severity against sin . 
i$ necessary, for all the important purposes of perfect 
government, in the vast dominion of God. That other 
ends are proposed by penal laws, and the execution of 
^ them, in all communities, besides the good of the 
punished, we well know. A regard to the safety of 
society, to the support of government, and to the sup- 
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port of his own charactor, wttl infiueiite a good earUn* 
ly judge) to cofkdemn crtniinids of certam de^otiik^ 
tioos, tQ perf>eiual impiifionment> or to d^ath » tvsA* 
irithstandtng the tenderest feeimgs of humanity to* 
wards the unhappy sufferers. The aame reasons ivill 
infiuenee a good leKislator to enfeurce his salutary 
law^s with such terrible sanctions, when he supposes 
nothing less severe would be sufficient. In Hke mao« 
nef> it must unquesiionatdy seem good in the sight of 
the Supreme Ruler, who is perfectly benevotenty to 
punish the transgressions of his inBniiely important 
statutes with eternal death* if tlve support and display 
of his own holy character^ and the greatest good of 
the creation, so require. And why should it bo thought 
a thing incredible, that this should be the cai>e \ The 
characters of luw-givers and judges among men, are im- 
portant characters j and it is incumbent on those wha 
• sustain these charactei's, carefujiy to support thern^ 
by enacting just laws, and by judging righteous judg- 
ment. How much more impoitioit the cliaracter of 
the Sufireme Legislator and Judg^ of ail v^rlde ? And 
how much greater the neces^sity of its being perfectly 
supported ? 

The declarative glory of God^ as it ocmcerns him- 
self, is an end of inconqeivaUc weight. It is the 
highest end that can possibly be promoted. It is also 
a matter of the utmost consequence to all Ih^ good part 
of the intellectual creation ; to holy angels and. just 
men. In his light they see light. In the light of His 
countenance-*-*in the ktK>wledge and contemplation of 
His perfections, is their supreme, feUcity. By the de- 
clarative glory of God is meant, the manifestation of 
His essential glory ; th6 givingf rational creatures true 
ideas of His real attributes. In order to this, it $eems 
necessary that He should make himself known by His 
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works and ways. This therefore is the method He 
hath taken^ and which it is to be supposed, He will for- 
ever pursue. By works of fionver-^ He shows that He is 
0mnifiQtent : By doing goody He shows that He is goodi 
and by awful judgmenu on the workers, of iniquity, He 
shows that He is, beycmd comparison, glorious in holi- 
ne9s. It may reasonably be presumed, that, for the 
sake of His declarative glory, in which He so much 
delights, and which is so essential to the good of cre- 
ated intelligences, it is necessary that these, His seve- 
ral perfections, should be thus eternally displayed. — 
This seems to be the account which we have in the 
scriptures, of the wise and good ends both of tempo- 
i^ and eternal ponishments^ 

When Pharoah was drowned in the red sea, there 
was this good end to be answered by it, that God's 
name might be declared throughout ail the earth»— 
And the Apostle says. What if God, willing to shew 
His wrathy and to make His fiower knowny endured with 
much long-suffering the vessels of wrathj fitted to de^ 
stftcction : and that He might make known the riches of 
His glory on the vessels of mjercy^ which He had afore 
jirefiared unto glory? We. are sufficiently let into the 
reasons and ends of the wrath to come, to have ra- 
tional grounds to believe that the law which punishes 
sin with eternal death, on the larger and universal ■ 
scale, is perfectly good. Certainly it must argue 
great arrogance, rather than superior penetration, in 
any man to be confident of the contrary. Who but 
one who knows how to govern the universe, in the 
wisest and best manner, can safely pretend to say, that 
endless punishments, though just, cannot be necessa- 
ry, nor answer any sufficiently important purpose^ ? But 
it is time we proceed to consider as was proposed ; 
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II. Th% subserviency of the perfect law of €rod| to 
the conversioti of the souls of men* 

There is such a thing as giving a new heart) or re- 
newing a sinner in the spirit of his mindi which I con- 
ceive is by the supernatural power of the Holy Ghost ; 
and in which the power of means can do nothing, more 
than in other supernatural works. But by converting 
&e soul, I suppose, is here meanu correcting the er- 
rors of the understanding, and causing the heart ao 
.tively to turn from evil and false ways, to the ways of 
truth and righteousness. This is by moral suasion, or 
by the moral power of the word ; not indeed, inde- 
^[lendently of divine power, for thus no ordinary effects 
are produced. In this acjtive conversion, this turning 
men from darkness to light, and from the power of 
satan unto God, I conceive the divine law has an es- 
sential instrumentality from first to last ; and that it is 
as necessary for thus converting souls under the pres- 
eiH dispensation of graice, as it was in the days of 
David. 

It is by the iaw, that a sensible man will most likely 
be coiivctted from injidelity. As long as men are ig- 
norant of the law of perfection^ or do not believe thatt 
they are under any such law, they will naturally, if 
rational and free thinkers, reject the grace of God 
which bringeth salvation. They see no need of it, 
and are therefore ready to look upon it as a cunningly, 
or rather, perhaps, a foolishly devised fable. But let 
them once be convinced, by sound reasoning, that they 
are bound by the law of nature, to sinless perfection ; 
let them once see themselves shut up under perfect 
law, to the faith of Christ, as the only certain door of 
hopci and they will no longer make light of the 
Christian revelation^ and discard it as a needless, tii* 
fiing affair. 
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It is by th€ law, that men must be- converted from 
any gross hereby. All essentktl errors, respecting the 
doctrines and design of the gospel, begin in loose no- 
t»>ns of the law ; and the most effectual way to cor- 
rect them, is by bringing men back to this original 
standard of right between God and man. Here the 
ideas are mosit plain and simple. Here the truth most 
readily eoromeDds itself to every man's conscience^ 
Aad the law, Hgbtly understood, is the only easy« the 
only possible key, to aU the grace and truth which 
come by Jesus Chrbt. Uai no learned doctors vx 
dWinity been without law, some .other elaborate and 
very curious keys to the apostolic writings, would pro- 
bably never have been invented. Viewing the law, as 
not requiring us to be any other than imperfect crea* 
tures, just such depraved creatures as we^actually are» 
it is really necessary to have recourse to very subtle 
criticisms, and to dig deep for unknown Greek and 
Hebrew roots, ki order to make the Gospel at all con* 
sistent with our natural notions of bare justice. Where- 
as let the law be understood, as requiring sinless per- 
fection, and that most justly, and the New Testament, 
in its obvious plain English, immediately opens to 
view, as full of glorious grace. 

It b by the law, that orthodox unbelievers are con- 
verted from stupidity and self : right eouanesA. How- 
many are there in all our congregations who make 
light of a preached gospel, and pay little attention to 
it, though in speculative sentiments they are not infi- 
dels, nor gross heretics ? They do not believe enough 
to make them tremble. They have no sense of their 
sins. However much they may hc^ar of tHe wrath of 
God, yet they inwardly say, Because we are innocent^ 
aurely fda anger sftall turn from u^ I Every vfoy of a 
man ia right in hia own eyes. The reason is, men have 
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loose notions of the rule of right. They conceive- 
nothing but imperfection can be expected or required 
of fallen creatures. H6nce the man i;vh,o has ever 
been^ what the world calls moral) su^Kwes he hath 
kept all the commandments from his youth up^ and is 
ready to say, tVhcu lack I yet P Such were the appre- 
hensions of St. Paul before bis conversion. / ^a^ 
alive ^ says he^ without the law once. Without the 
knowledge of the law, and supposing all it did or "could 
require^ 'was only such obedience as is consistent with 
the moral depravity of ^len men, he imagined be 
had kept it very pei^fectly, and that he was justified by^ 
it, and in no danger of its curse. Bttt when the com* 
tnandment came^ says he, «m re^vedy and I died, W hen 
he found that the law was as perfect as if we Were not 
at all depraved ; when he saw that it required him to 
be, perfectly holy in heart and life, and most justly so 
required ; sin revived. It appeared alive in him, and 
in every thing that he did. All his supposed religious 
affections, and all his most specious moral duties, were 
seen to be full of sin. And he died. He felt himself 
not only condemned, but spiritually dead ; utterly un- 
able to do any thing but dead works, till quickened by 
renewing grace. Such knowledge of sin, and of our- 
selves, is by the law ; and such knowledge of sin and of 
ourselves is necessary in order to^ sound conversion. 
I may add, 

It is by the law, that the soul is actually converted, 
as well as brought to those convictions which are pre- 
requisite. Saving convfersion consists in repentance 
toward God, and in faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ : 
and in effecting both these, the law of perfect righte- 
ousness is of great and necessary use. 

Repentance toward God, is from a sight of the glo- 
rious holiness, justice and goodness of the divine law; 
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affuf can never be produced by all the grace cf the gos«* 
pel, while the law is not thus seen. 1 am Bcnsibk H 
hath been commoii, and is stIlU to distinguisU two 
Idnds of repentance, by the names of legai^xttd evrnt* 
gelical fjcpentance : and to conacter the former as hy- 
pocridcal and false ; the latter only as repentance unto 
salvation. But perhaps, what might properly enough 
be called by either of these natives may be true re- 
peDtance; though as they have often been explained, 
I apprehend both are false. According ta somci the 
former is the effect <rf fear> the latter the effect of 
hope \ but neither of them the fruit of love, except 
self-love^ The legal penitent is supposed to repent, 
because he is afraid he shall go to hell ; the evangelic 
cal penitent, because Ke hopes he shall go to heaven ; 
but neither the one nor the other because he hates sin,^ 
or has any coiicern for the glory of God, ultimately 
considered. All aminomians make their legal, and 
their evangelical repentance, equally selfish, and equal- 
ly void of virtue ; unless it be m<M!e virtuous to be ac- 
tuated by mercenary hopes, than by slavish fears.-— 
Many, it is true, who, in conformity to long e^ablish- 
ed custom, make use jof these distinguishing epithetSj^ 
cxpluin them in a manner that does not imply antino- 
mianism. Ey evangelical repentance they mean, that 
yrhiph implies sorrow for sin, atul a hearty turnin|p 
from it, because it is against God: by legal repent-^ 
ance, only being sorry for our sinS) and purposing to 
forsake the m, because they are seen to be of danger- 
ous consequence to ourselves. I have no objection to 
this as a just account of true Siml/aiae repentance ; but 
the propriety of calling one legaly and the other evart" 
gelicaU I do not readily comprehend. The difference 
in rep^tance, iis being sejfish or ingenuous, hypo- 
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entkid or tmtere, I conceive, is^ not owin^to tti^ 4iim 
fierentrepr^Bentatidnaof God ^oid sin, inlvw itnd gd«. 
pd; bat to the different dispositions of the men to 
whose norifids these representations are made. The 
man who has the |»oue £selmg heart of the psafaiaist 
David, will repent truly, when he sees his sins in die 
Hgfat of God^s holy law. The man who has the haitl 
selfish heart of the traitor iudas, will net repent tmlyv 
when he sees his sins in all the additional tight reflect- 
ed on them by the Gross of Chrnt, and the ^raee of 
&kt gospel. Before geimine repentance cim bte pi^ 
duced, by any means, the heart must be changed by 
the renewing of the Holy Ghost. When the law find* 
a Sou! thus prepared, it will wOrk in it godly sorrow, 
and repentance not to be repented of. When the 
commandment comesj and is seen to be perfectly good, 
holy, and just, unless we? have perfect hearts of stone, 
we Shan abhor ourselves, and repent in dost and ashes. 
When we think on our ways, and see how centraiy 
they have been to the reasonable requisitions of ovtr 
roost rightful sovereign, if we have the least spark of 
godly sensibiltty, we shall mourn and be in bitterness 
for the dishonour we have dode to Him $ and not mere- 
ly on account c^ the evils to which we have exposed 
ourselves. Apprehensions of the mercy of God in 
Christ, vrill quicken and increase true repentance ; 
but can never beg:in it, without a previous true dis«* 
covery and cordial approbation of the divine law. 

The other part of a sound and saving conversion, 
namely, faith towards Jesus Christ, is atso in conse- 
quence of right views of the divine law ; and cannot 
take>lace without them. TAe law mms our ach^olMat* 
frr, says the Apostle, to bring us untri Christ, that ^ve 
might be juaHJi^d By faith. The hurhiliating lessons 
concerning God*s righteousness, and our own unrighle- 
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di»nesSvV^cb are teoightif^the school of the ta-^ 
must bfp tlioroughly leahied and have their e£Pdct oa 
the hcarh in the first place ; and th^n a sineer will he 
ea^ly rec^cUed to the ws^ of life and peace. To 
think of persuading men to embrace thegtispel) her 
^e ever they have understood an?! aubmitted to the 
law, is^bBurd and impoaaiblc. It is reading the book 
wrong end upward. It i^ )|e|^ing at the last end q& 
the.lme. 

.^ Lastly ;. it is b^ the law of perfeeUon that good men 
aremadabetten They are hereby turned still mort 
and more from darkness to lights and from sin to hok- 
Itoess : by being converted, is pot always meant in 
scripture, the first conversioi> of a sinner. Out Sa- 
viour said to Peter, W^ken thou art converted^ strength^ 
m thy ^etfiren. The godiy, wlien they have fallen 
into great sins, are recovered i^gain by repentance } 
lawt in. order to this, anew law-work is necessary.— • 
Such a law*work David repeated^ experienced, long 
after he had been enpnently ptous, as appears by mapiy 
fiassages in^hia psalms, in the xicxii. he says, When 
I ke^ sUcne^y my hones vmx^ old through my roaring 
aU the daay long. J^or day and tdghi thy hand ^Uu^ hea^ 
'vy^ iifion me : my^moiature U trntted-into the drought (^ 
f- summer. And in the xxxviil. JFor thine arrow9 stick 
fast in. mci and thy hand ptesseth me sore. There is m 
soundnese in my flejhy because of thine anger : neither 
is there any rest in my bones f because of my sin. Nor 
is it only after grievous back-slidings^ that good men 
&el the powerful influence of the holy law, conveiting 
their souls. They experience ita humming tmd sane-- 
lifying efficacy, turning them from the errors of their 
ways, in a gradual progresskuh.ali their Uvea. Through 
Grod's precept they getunderstan<Hng ; therefore they 

hate every false way. The commandment is a lam/i^ 

f 
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and ihf Itiioi i» /i^^— Hence, Thf fiiUh qf' the jui^i*^ 
OB the Mning lights that ahiiieih more and mote unto Jhe 
perfect day. 

All that rcmakis isthe improvement, and in ttds 
there is time only fior one or two partic^ars. We may 
hence infer, 

First. The exceeding unreasonablene8Bt>f imagih* 
ing that the divine law is abated ; or that Chito^ath 
redeemed us, in any measure, from the moral law, as 
a nrie of duty. What has been said, both of the per- 
fection, and of the salutary use of this law, shows ^be 
extreme absmdity of such an imagination* * 

Can it be supposed that an aU-^perfect fiein^ should, 
on any consideration, disannul a law which was and 
always will be, holy, just, and good, in -^perfection ; 
and enact f^iother, not aq hoiyy not «o juat^ nor bo 
good? Can it be suppes^ that 'the Son of .Gon, tlie 
• bnghtness of the Father's glory, and express image 
of his person, should come tiown from heaven, and 
bleed and die« to procure an alteration in an aU-pcrfett 
law .^ an alteration which could not be^ for the better, 
but must be for the worse 1 It b true, Christ hath open- 
ed a glorious way for the gracious pardon and accept- 
ance of penitent beUerers,- though vtry imperfect.^—* 
Btit certsunly he iiath not liberated, either believers or 
unbelievers, from the obligation they wei*e under |o 
observe and obey the original perfect law of his heav- 
enly Father. At his first entrance on tlie execution of 
his prophetic missionf he gave a solemn caveat to the 
great congregation in ^hich he preached righteous- 
ness, not to think that inculcating such licentious dec- 
trine, or opening a door for it, was any part of his de- 
sign. He assured the multitode, in his sermon on the 
motmt, that toalter one tittle of the moral law, was 
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y^fts fiurfrom his mtendon, ^ it wa$ a thing in itself ut- 

• terlsr impossible. 

Nor would suUying the lustre, or lessening the pu- 
nty and perfe^ion of the divine law, at all have com- 
ported with the benevolent office he came to per&rm 
in favour of mankind. He came to convert souls.— - 
He came to aave his fuoplefrfmi their ana. He gave 
Mmaelffor U9 that he might redeem tujrom ati iniquity ^ 
He ioved the Churchy and gave himaeiffar ity that he 
might aanctify and cleanse it^ ttdih the washing of voter 
by the word ; that he might present U to himaelf a gio- 
ripU9 church)^ not having a/iot or wrinkle^ or any eueh 
thing s hut that it might be holy and without blemieh,"^ 
But in order ta all this, it was surely necessary that 
the- law of perfect holiness, ^ouM remain sted^t 
and unaltered. How could sinners be converted by a 
flexible law ? a law which was itself cbnverted to their 
depraved hearts and crooked wqrsi How could men 
be saved frbm their sins, or even have the kncr* ledge 
of sin, by such a law ? What end could be answered 
by giving to imperfect creatures an imperfect law» 
imless to keep them imperfect ami to justtfy their im» 
perfections ? The notion of a Men law for fellen men, 
must<certainly be, not from the Saviour, but from the 
adversary of souls. It is one of the most ca|Htal de- 
Tices of the god of this world, who was a murderer 
from the beginning. As long as he can blind the 
minds of them that believe not, with the imaginatida 
«f such a divine law, he k sure of their ^ouls. They 
wHi never be converted. The light of the glorious 
gospel of Chrhit, who is the iniage of God, cannot 
slune unto them. 

Secondly. We hence infer, that legdl fireachir^, 
tt\i\y so called) ought not to be censured) and lAust by 
1 % 
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no means be omitted. Some wottid have th« con^t^i^ 
strain of the preacher what tfeey call purely c^uangeUcak 
Ail faith, and no works. To hear mm^ dmie^ ex? 
plained and incolcat^di they do not like. It is. not ex-"* 
perimental. They are not fed. But such are a^iH 
affected to the real gospel of our Lord Jesv» Christ, as 
to the holy law of God* Ministers may keep back n^ 
thing that is profitable $ they must not shun to deckfe 
sdl the divine counsel, and surely they '*ma«t' not shun 
to declare the divine law, whether 'men wiH 'hear or 
whether they will forbear. Thin is a Jbith fat saying 
says the Apostle to Titus, und these things I 'OfHl t^iat 
thou affirm constantly^ thai they which have beUevedin 
God might be careful to Tnaintain good works: these 
things are good and ftrrtfitable unto meH. They are pro* 
fitabk to the doers of them, as well as to tiieir neigh* 
bours. They are profitable not onfyin te^ardtoth^ 
life that now is, but likewise in relation to that which 
is to ci'.ne. The more good works men do on eArth, 
the greater will be their reward in hdaveti r nor can 
they get to heaven at all without good works*. Knota 
ye noty s^ys St. Paul, that the unrighteous shaUnotin* 
herit the kingdom ^God ? Be n6t deee^vtd, Preacb-: 
ihg the law is certainly necessary, Ji^r thefi^fscti^^ 
the Saints^ and for the dctcctkfti of felse professors* 
But it is also ncceissary for the coni46tion and convcr* 
sion of ^nners. Accordingly we find, that the inspired 
preachers and writers of the New Testament, in^sted 
Hiuch on the law, in order to awaken attention tathe 
gospel, John the Baptist did so, we may be sure ; atid 
he had wonderful success^ Jerusalem and aU Xudeay 
and all the region round about Jordan> went c«it to him 
to be baptized, conf^smg their sins. James and John, 
who were sirruamed Bpanei^s, that b, the sons of 
thunder, were doubtless, great preathera of the Ifw ; 
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90d not merdy^ loud siiid ncasf preachers. Paul reaf 
«oned o{ FighteoostiesB) temperance and judgment to 
come ; that is, he preached law rationally when Felix 
tremUed* This was the common apostolic method- 
See 2 Cor. v. 1 1. Knowing the terrors of tht Lord, we 
jiersuade men* And certainly^ never was there a more 
perfect preacher of iaW) than the author and finisher 
«f our faitli* 

, It is true* there is a kind oUegal fireachingy so called) 
which is justly cenaurable ; and which tends not to the 
.conversiop or edificauou) but to tiie destruction of souls. 
Should we represent that all the duty which God re* 
quires of the unreg^nemte, is only abstaining from ex* 
lernal immoralities^ and attending upon the outward 
and ordinary means of grace^ from such principles^ and 
with such hearts, as they at present have ; and that if 
ihey do these tf)ings, they need not fear f^iiling of di* 
vine mercy ; we should hea) the^ heart bf awakened sin* 
nfrs slightly :^ We should only assi^ them in going 
<tbout to establish. their own righteousness. Or should 
^e teach that good men are under an abated law, which 
Inquires only such imperfect goodness as God hath 
given them^ our doctrine wouM tend to make theni 
feel, as far as they believed it, altogether self^justified ; 
instead of leading thc^m ta see their conatant.entire de-^ 
pend^nce on free gracC) through the redemption that 
iain Jesus Chrisjt. , 

But such pi^eachinj; to sinners or to saints, is not 
proper 7e^ preaching. It is not properly preaching 
the law of the Lordp but a la^ o£our own. It is^ mak- 
ing the commandment qf God of none effect by our tradi^ 
don. , 

, Preaching the divine law, as it really is, and as our 
Savioyur i^nd the apostles preached it, has no tendency 
to quiet the consciences of unbelievers, nor jtomake 
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good men se)f«rightoou% Uit quite the reverse. Bjr 
thb the lqfHn99€ qfman is bowed downy and the haughU' 
new qfmen is made lov^ and the Lord (done t$ extdttd. 
From the law of perfettion> principfdiy, are those tmi^ 
fioiu qf our taarfare^ which are mighty through God to 
the /iullmg down of strong holda : catting down imagim 
nationty and every high thing which exaltcth itseif 
against the knowledge of God, and bringing into cafiti* 
vify every thought to the obedience tf Christ. I*et the 
law be truly preacHed, and divitiety impressedtattd sin* 
ners will see the necessity of fleeing to a better re^ige 
than their own graceless duties. The best of men w^l 
also see that they stand by faith^ and will not be high* 
mindedy but fear. They will see that they must be ^'m*- 
tijied by the faith of Christ, and net by the work^ of the 
law. They will see that in point of justification, all our 
right eomnesses are as filthy rags. Through the law 
they will be dead to the law^ though more than ever en* 
gaged to Hve unto God; The man of the greatest af« 
tainments in grace and holinessr will not feel as if he 
had already attained^ either were filready perfect ; but 
this one thing he will do^forgetting the things which are 
behind^ and reaching forth unto those things which art 
btforcy he ytill pre90 toward the mark^for the firiik of 
the high calling o^God m Christ Jesus. 
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'" just Debt ; or^ Futt Redemption^ ndt in- 
terfering with Free Grace. 



A SERMON, 

DELIVERED AT VV A LLINGFORD, 
COKNECTIC:UT, 

By JOHN SMALLEY, D. D. 

Justification through the Merits of Christy 
an Act of the free Grace of God. 

ROMANS iii. 34. 

' Behtg justified frtely by his Grace^ through the Re-- 
demfition that is in Jesus Christ, 



X H E point laboured hi the preceding part of thi« 
epistle, is the impossibility of salvation for any of man- 
kind, on the fooling of mere law, or of personal right- 
eousness. The apostle hoih firorved that both Jev>8 OTtd 
Gentiles were all under sin ; and hence he infers, as 
the necessary consequence, that " by the deeds of the 
Jaw there shall no flesh be justified in the sight of 
God." This point being established, that the original 
way of Hfe was now forever barred against the race of 
fallen man, the apostle proceeds, for the comfort of 
sinnerst to open to view the gospel method of justifica- 
tion through a Redeemer. See the context, ver. 31, and 
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onward. <* But now the righieousness of God without th^ 
law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the 
prophets ; even the righteousness of God which is hy 
faith of Jesus Christ, unto all, and upon all them that 
beliere ; for there is no difference. For all have sin- 
ned and come short of the glory of God. Being justi- 
fied freely by his grace/' &c. * 
It is of the last importance that this new way of ac- 
cess into the divine favour, and of obtaining eternal 
life, should be rightly explained. By many it has been 
sa misunderstood as either to make void the law, or to 
frustrate the grace of the gospel, or both. Some spec- 
ulative inaccuracies also, it appears to me, respecting 
justification through th«' atonement and righteousness 
of Christ, have been inadvertently adopted by many, if 
not most, of the orthodox, of which men of erroneous 
sentiments hare smuled themsehres to very pernicious 
purposes. 

The great difficulty respecting this subject, to which 
I have in view to pay particular attention at present; 
is^ how to reconcile the full satisfaction of Christ, with 
the free grace of God in the pardon of sin and the jus- 
tification of sinners. It is proposed, agreeably to the 
words before us, 
>^ 1st. To explain gospel justification. 

2d. To consider how this is through the redemption 
of Christ. And, 

3d. To show that still it is of the free grace of 
God. 

But on the last of these heads I mean mainly to in- 
sist. 

I. I shall endeavour very briefly to explain what we 
sure here to understand by being justified. 

Justification literally signifies judging one to be just. 
A man is said to justify himself when he asserts his 
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jQfwn innocence, or denies thai he has been to blame in 
any instance. So one is said to justify another when 
he stands up for him, or undertakes his vindication. 
Among the Jews this was a law phrase, or was used 
in reference to their courts of judicature. See Deut. 
XXV. I. ^ If there be a controversy between men, and 
they come into judgment, that the judges may judge 
them, then they shall justify the righteous, and con- 
demn theSvicked.** , 

' From this judicial use of the word, it came to be ap« 
j^Iied to^he case of mankind, in regard to the sentence 
of the Supreme Judge. The legal justification of man, 
had he persevered in perfect rectitude, would have 
been the sentence of his Maker, pronouncing him 
righteous, and confirming him in immort^ happiness* 
But gospel-justification— the justification of fallen men 
before a holy and just God, must be supposed to have 
something peculiar in it. The application of the word 
to this case, must be understood as borrowed and figu- 
rative ; yet the thing intended is sufficiently analogous 
to the primary meaning of the phrase to well warrant 
tttis metaphorical use. It bears a resemblance to the 
legal and literal justification of the righteous in the 
two most essential points. It implies an acquittance 
from sin as exposing to eternal death, and the grant 
of a ^re title td everlasting life. 

1st. Gospel justification implies an acquittance from 
all sin, as exposing to eternal death. To this purpose 
see Acts xiii. 38, 39. « Be it known unto you there- 
fore, men and brethren, that through this man is 
preached unto you the forgiveness of sins ; and by 
him all that believe are justified from all things, from 
winch ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.*' 
In the Mosaic law, provision was made for cleansang 
persons from ceremotiial, but, not from moral trans- 
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gressioQs. Not from wn, the apostle to the Hebrews- 
observes^ aa fiertfUning to the conscience. Hence Da- 
vid says, Psalm Ji. 16. <^ For thou desirest not sacrifice^ 
else would I give it." That is, there were no Vm-of- 
ferings instituted for such crimes as those of which he 
had been guilty. But through the atonement of Chritt 
believers are justified from ali things. His bhod^ 
cleanseth from all sin. Accordingly we read) Rom. viii.^ 
1. <' There is therefore now no condemnation to them 
who^are in Christ Jesus." That is^no condemnation to^ 
eternal death. Not that there is no kind of condeinna-* 
tion to those who are justified according to the new 
covenant. The best saints are liable to temporal -pun- 
ishments, notwithstanding their justification. Moses/ 
and David, and Hezekiah were condemned for t^ir 
sins, and sorely punished for them in^his world, though 
good men, and intercbted in the covenant of grace.—. 
And St. Paul, reproving the Corinthians for their un- 
worthy attendance on the Lord's Supper, says, *' For- 
this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and 
many sleep. . For if we would judge ourselves wc ^ 
should not be judged. But when wc are judged, we 
are chastened of the Lord, that we sltbuld not be 
condemned with the world." Believers, by being 
pstified, are not exempted from all expressions of 
the divine displeasure. The pardon implied in this 
gracious act of God, is only a (discharge from the con-- > 
dcmnation of the wicked ; that is, from future and 
eteraal punishment. But, 

2d. Gospel justification implies the grant of a sure ■ . 
title to eternal life. 

This is more than merely being delivered from^ tlie 
curse of the law. Adam, before his fall, was perfect- 
ly free from all condemnation ; but he. was not con- 
firmed in the divine favour., He was placed in a state 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



mAct of free Otamr^ - 10§ 

9f pfdbftdoD with only^ a conditional promise of final 
happiness. If he obeyed he was to live ; if he disobeyed 
he wlis to die. And he had no assurance of effectual 
grace fo prescfve fcdm froth final apostacy and perdi-' 
tion. In this last respect, the case of those who are 
justified tbrougli the redemption that is in Jesus Christ, 
is* essentially different, Indeefd, some have supposed 
that believers in Christ, have, in this life, only condi- 
tioBftt promises of final salvation. Nor can it be denied 
that pefsevctiftg obedience of the gospel is made ne- 
cefisaty m order to eternal life. It is- written, « The' 
just «hall Eve by f»th ; but if any man draw back, my 
soul Shan have no pleasure m him. He that eiidureth 
to tfie end," says Christ, " the same shall be saved. To 
him ^iat ovetdbmeth will I grant to sit whh me in my 
throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with 
my Father in his throne." 

From such passages as these many have been led to 
suppose, that ail the promises of the second covenantj 
like those of the ^rst, areonly conditional, and depend 
upon the mutable wiil of man for their ultimate ac- 
complishment. Btit texts enougli m^y be produced, 
whkh assert the absolute safety of all who are once 
justified by faith. Justificadon and glorification are 
spoken of as infallibly connected, Honi. viii. 30. 
*♦ Whom he jusdfiethiithem he also glorifieth." And 
6ur Sfiviour says, John v. 24. " Veriiy, verily, I say 
unto you, he that hearetb my words, and believeth on 
him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation V 

Nor are these at all inconsistent with those othei' 
texts, which imply that none shall be saved at last, but 
such as obey the gospel to the end of life. For perse- 
verance in faith and -holiness may be made absolutely 
K 
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sure in the fii*st justification. Aud that tlus is adualljr 
the case is most evident from scripture. Christ^says 
of hit «beep— -of all who " hear /«» voice) and follow 
/dmj I give unto them eternal life ; and they shall never 
perish^ neither shall. any pluck them out pf my hand." 
Those who truly believe, we are taught, are not of 
them that draw back unto perdition. They are said 
to be *' kept by the power of God, through faith, unto 
salvation." We may be confident of this very thing, 
according to the apostle, that he who hath begua a 
good woik in ^ny one-«-a work of faith with poweiv^ 
he will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. From 
these passages, and many more in the New Testa-^ 
ment, it appears evident enough that those who have 
once obtained gospel justification, are not only put into 
a new state of trial upon a milder constitution, accord'^ 
ing to which it is possible they may be finally saved ; 
but that their salvation is ma^e infallible, by this better 
covenant, established upon belter promises; this ever- 
lasting covenant, ordered in all things, and sure. 

II. I proceed to speak of the redemption of Christ, 
the essential ground of gospel justification. 

To redeem, signifies to deliver ; more strictly, and 
most commonly, to deliver by ransom. There were 
various laws in Israel concerning redemptions :-— the 
redemption of lives, of lost intoiitances, and of per- 
sons sold to slavery. Every first born male, according 
to law was the Lord's ; but the first born of man, and 
the fii-stlings of certain beasts might not be sacrificed ; 
provision was therefore made for their being/e deemed 
by the substitution of others iii their stead. See Exod. 
xiii. 13. " Every firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem 
with a lamb ; and if thou wilt not redeem it, then thou 
shalt break his neck ; and all the first born of man 
amongst thy children shalt thou redeem." With re- 
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fjard to the redemption of inh^iitances^ see Lev. xxr. 

25. ***If ihy brother be waxen poor, tod hath sold 
away o^ his possession, and if any of his kin come to 
redeem it, then shall he redeem that which his bro- 
ther had sold.*' Of the redemption of Israelites who 
had sold themselves^ see the same chapter, vcr. 4T— 49. 
^' And if a sojourner or stranger wax rich by tliee, and 
thy brother by him wax poor, and sell himself unto the 
stranger j after that he iS sold he may be redeemed 
again ; one of his brethren may redeem him : either 
his uncle, or his uncle's son may redeem him, or any 
that is nigh of kin unto him of his family may redeem 
him ; or, if he be able he may redeem himself." 
' In allusion to these and such like redemptions in 
Israel, Chi*ist'b called our Redeemer, and is said to be 
made of God unto us redemption. Agreeably to these 
different instances and ways of redeeming, the redemp- 
tion that is in Jesus Christ may be understood as com- 
prehending, both the merit of his obedience, and the 
manifestation of divine justice made by his sufferings, 
in our nature and stead* We were waxen poor ; our 
eternal inheritance was alienated i and such was the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, who « was rich, that 
for our sakes he became poor, that we through his 
poverty might be rich." ^topk^fpon him the form 
of a servant— the nature and place of man, and, in that 
nature and capacity, obeyed perfectly his Father's law 
as man ought to have done, that <^ by his obedience 
m^ny might be made righteous," and obtain the inhe- 
ritance of eternal life. We had sold ourselves ; the 
Son of Man therefore, our kinsman, came to seek and 
to save — to ransom sind redeem us. Hence we are 
said to be bought with a price ; and to be redeemed, 
not with corruptible things as silver and gpld, but with 
the precious blood of Christ, We were devoted to ut- 
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ter destructipn ; for it is said, " The squI that sionet^ 
it shall die ; and, cursed i» every one tha$ cominu,^ 
not in all things written in the book of the !aw to do 
them. Christ therefore suffi^red for us, the iu$t for 
the unjust. He hath r^deenied us from jthe curse qf 
the law, being made a curse for us. He was wounde4 
for our transgressions ; he was bruised for our iniqul* 
ties ; the chastisement of our peac^ was upon hii% 
and with his stripes we are healed." 

What rendered the vicarious obedience and sufferr 
ings of our Saviour necessary, was, that we might hav^ 
^emission of sins and the rewards of the righteous^ and 
yet the honour of the divine law and government be 
inaintained. « To justify the wicked, is abominatioa 
to the Lord. He will by no means clear the guilty.'* 
This were to countenance iniquity, and to cast an indel^ 
ible slur on his own glorious character. It were to 
briBg the eternal law of righteousness, and the eternal 
Law-giver of the universe into disregard and contempt* 
-^dliad gW©n a law wluch was lK>ly, and |ust, and 
good. He had enforced this law with infinite ^sanc* 
tions, that it might be forever observed and bad in re- 
verence, This law had not been fulfilled by man, and 
therefore the rewariLof righteousness could not^b^ 
given him. This law had been openly violated by man^ 
and therefore the penalty of transgression and disober 
dience must be inflicted upon him. "Shall not the 
Judge of all the earth do right?" Better never to give 
a law, than^to let the violation of it pass with impunity. 
But the holy law of God was Dot rashly given. His 
own glory, and the good of the moral creation, required 
that there should be such a law, and that the dignity of 
it should be supported. A lawless, licentious universe 
were infinitely worse than none. Hence heaven and 
earth might sooner pass away^ or be annihilated, than 
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tte divine law be made void, or one tittle of it foil and 
•not be fulfiHed. 

But the letter ofa law may possibly be deviated from, 
and yet the spirit of it be snppprted, and the design of 
it fwtly obtained. We are tol(^t>f a certain ancient king 
(Zaleuchus, king; of the Locrians) who, that he might 
efFectually suppress adultery, which exceedingly pre- 
vailed among his subjects, enacted a law that the adul- 
terer should be punished with the loss of both his eyes. 
His own son was convicted of this crime. The royal 
father, whose bowels yearned for him, and who could 
not bear to have one so dear to him forever deprived 
of the light of day, devised an expedient to soften, in 
that one instance, the rigour of his own law, and yet 
not atmte its force in future. The king in a most pub- 
lic manner, before all the people^ had one of his own 
eyes plucked out, that so one of his son's eyes might 
be saved. By such a commutation as this, by redeem- 
ing one eye for his son, at so costly a price as the loss 
of one of his own, he conceived the law would appear 
as awful, and be as great a terror to evil doers, as if the 
letter ol it had been executed. And it ipust, I think> 
be acknowledged that, by this means, the king's inflex- 
ible detepmination to maintain government and punish 
transgression, was even more strikingly evinced than 
if he had suffered the law to have its natural course^ 
and neither of his son's eyes had been spared. Fop 
som^ fathers have been without natural ftflfection, but 
no man ever yet hated his own flesh. The apple of 
one's own eye must certdnly be dear to him. 

In like manner, we ai*e to conceive of the redemp- 
tion of Christ, as an astonishing expedient of infinite 
wisdom and goodness, that we transgressors might be 
«aved; and yet God be just, and his righteous law su^ 
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&r no diiboiiour. Tliis hi tiie conHum aceeimt w« 
have of the death of Christ in the holy 9cvipiure&.*<» 
Thui iuMnedltttely after my. text* « Whom God haih 
fet forth to be a propitiation, through faith it» bis bloo^ 
to ctecUre hb righteousness for the renuaskin of sin% 
^c.-— To declare^ I 8Ay» at this time his rightoousr 
j^8fi» that be might be just and the justifies of him 
jPFho believeth in Jesus/' Thus Eph. i. 7. ** In whonoi 
we have redemption through hia bloody the forgive- 
ness of ^s," $cc* 

But it wa$ not enough that we should be redeenaed 
from death. In order to our being heirs of God, and 
having an interest in the covenant of grace, it was 
necessary that the law as a covenant of works should 
be fuliiHed ; and so the forfeited inheritance of eternal 
life be redeemed. This our Saviour did by hi^ active 
t>bedtence. By hb ful&lling all right0ousness> a foun- 
dation was^ laid for God, to the eternal honour of his re- 
jxkunerating justice, to give grace and glory to all who 
Mieve in Christ and belong to him. Thus it is writ- 
ften, ^^ He is made uotousTighteousness*^' 

These two things are implied in the rcdemptUm 
•that is in Jesus Christ. '1 he merit of his obedience^ 
and the manifestation of the infiexibyity of divine vin- 
dictive justice^ made by lussufft^ings and death. And 
dtene two things were necessary in order to^ our benig 
Justified^ and yet the vfu'A of Ihe law be m«int«n«d, 
and God be just. 

. III. I fnrocced to show, that notwithstanding thk 
plenteous redemption^ we a^ dependent on the mere 
mercy of God>. and our jnhtificatUDO is^ stit^ fi^eely by 
•his grace. ■ ' - 

By grace m meant ufklcBerred |»vo»r. This is the 
e^acimon acceptation of the word The bestowment 
or^ny good which might jitttly not be bestowed, or 
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ttor ilifllcdng any evil wbich migbc jQstlf be infltol- 

^, i& a matter of free grace. Indeedt in tbe New 

Teaitament grace maf neaklf doi&g good to tbose wbo 

•desetve iH ; this being* actually the case with reepeet 

4o all exercises of olivine goodneis towards lalkn mul. 

However^ if it can be shown that no man has any 

<^in to salvation upon the footing of justice, it will 

be8u£Bcient to my present purpose. The thing there* 

fore 1 now undertake to pfove> and clear up, is thiv: 

-That no man deserves eternal Ufe, ore?en deliverance 

from eternal deaths on account df any merit betongit^ 

4<^ Mm^ either fiers^nai or imputed* 

The idea of fiertfonal merit is in geneval pvofe^sedfy 
^ exploded. All willallow that the best man on earth, had 
he no better righteousness than hisown, cotild have no 
other plea than that of the publican, ^ Grod be merciiul 
to me a sinner/* But, on Christ^s accotmt, it has com- 
monly been supposed, believers have b good plea even 
before the tribunal of divine justice. It hath been said 
bif them of old time^ nud sdso by some modem writers 
of very eminent note, that through the atonement of 
i>ur divine Kedeemer, if we have an interest in him^ 
we deserve freedom fh>m all condemnaiion ; and that) 
through his all> perfect righteousness, we tnay devumd 
eternal ji^y as our just du^. Very express to this 
purpose is tbe loilowing passage, in a kis learned and 
most excellent author,* ^< The justice of Ged that 
required man's damnation, and seemed inconsistent 
with his salvation, n<sw does as much require the sal- 
vation of those that believe in Christ, as ever it re<p 
quired their damnation. Salvatics^ is an absolute ^ebt 
to the believer from Gody so that he inay in justice de- 
xxiand and challenge it, not upon the. account of what 

• President Edwards. Fir^ set ef Postbeimms Sermons', 
pageSOr. 
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he himself has done j but upon the account of 'wftat 

his surety has done. For ChH^t has satisfied justk^ 

fully for his siw; so that it is but a thing that may be 

cJmiknged that God shoUid now release the believer 

^^tnn punishment ; it is but a piece tif^ii^tice that tli^ 

creditor shotrid release the debtor, when he has CuMy 

pSiid the debt. And again^ the believer may demand 

-eternal iife, beeause it lias be^n merited by Christ, 

^by^ a* merit of condignity/* 

Another extract I will here give you from th^ "Wrii 
tings of a more stncient pious divine, cont^tnng the 
same sentiment, bx^ expressed in still bolder terms. 
His words arc as Mlow : " He f Christ] folly m^ritedi 
hy way of purchase and complete payment made unto, 
divine ji^stiee, the removal of all that evil we had de- 
served, ^nd the enjoyment of all that good weneedfed, 
and could desire ; and that by a vahiablc consideration 
tendered into the hand of divine justice in that behalf. 
However h is<>ut of free mercy and rich grace that 
redemT>tion is^givcn to us ; (for its out of mercy that 
Chiist is given, that lie gave his life, that t)oth are be* 
stowed upon us and not upon the world :) j^et in re* 
gard to the Lord Jesus Christ himself, arid the full 
payment he* hath laid down, out of his own proper 
oost and charges^ his own blood, it is justice it should 
be bestowed, and by justice it may l^e challenged, as 
that vyhich he hath purchased in a righteous proceed- 

This he afterwards applies in ^ use of reproof to 
diffidfent believers, in the following words : << Why ? 
have you laid down the purchase ? Take possession 
t^eo info your hand* Have you tendered the pay- 
ment ? Take the commodity It is your own ; nay, 
your due.— He that knows at what the purchase will 
come) ahd hath the sum in sight, and under liie hand) 
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^stm lay it down tipcnv the nail ; pay ic, talse it ^ here ib 
oi» and there's the other. Mere's-the blood of Jests 
^hich thou art well ^eaaed with, hast accepted oX^ 
thereforet Lord, give me xay doe : Uiat com&rt, that 
^ace, that ¥^kdom, that aesttranee, wiiich I stand hi 
zieed of."* 

This notton of the atonement and imputed righle- 
otitnessi It must be acknowledged, is frequently to be 
-met with in our most orthodox books, thottgb it msy 
not be ^>^n improved just in the maimer last quoted* 
But we may tall n& man maatrvy er father. We must 
search th» Berifitures^ vihet^nr those thi^^ be «o.i«^ 
Where do we find our mfalHble teacher, instrudins 
hisdiacipies to make such challenges from the Father^ 
even on his account, of deliverance from all evil, and the 
bestowment of all good, as theh* just due I Did he not 
direct them humbly to pra^ for even a competency 
of outward comforts, as of God'» free giftt and for 
the pardon of their many offences, of his mere mercy ? 
i<< Give us this day our daily breads and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors." He encouraged 
them indeed to seek unto God for all needed good, In 
his name, with an assurance of obtaining their re- 
quests ; but he ever taught them to seek in the way of 
petition J not of demand; « Ask, and it shall be given 
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you. Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
whatsoever ye shall ask the Father, in my name, he 
will give it you." Did our Saviour, that we find, ever 
insinuate an idea that the salvation of his redeemed 
ones was of debt from the Father ? Did he not, in the 
most explicit manner, acknowledge the G<«itrary ? "I 
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and of earth, 

*^ Mr. Thomss Hooker, first Mimster in Hartford. 
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because thou hast hid these things from the wise and 
prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. Eveiiv 
ISO, Father, fir ^o it eeemed good in thy sight, ^* 

JJo the inspired apo$tles, in any of their epbtlesor 
discourses) teach us that the sdvation of believers, or 
any part of it, is of justice to the exclusion of griAce ? 
Do they not constantly express themselves most cleaiv 
ly in opposition to this sentintent ? ** By the righteous* 
ness of one, thefr^e gift came upon all men unto jus- 
tification of life. That as sin hath reigned unto deatb, 
even BO might. ^Toce reign^ through righteoustiesst 
unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord. He that 
spared not his own son, but delivered him up for 
us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us 
aU things?" 

The doctrine.that justification, and dl s^ibsequent, 
as well as antecedent blessings, axe free gifts — ^mdtter#- 
of mpre grace, is certainly a doctrine of scripture.~ 
But still the great question remains ; how is this doc- 
trine self-consistent? The redemption that is in Jesuit 
Christ implies full satisfaction for sin, and the highest 
posdble merit of eternal life ; how thfen can being jus* 
tified through this redempti<Mi be of free grace ?-^- 
What grace can, there be in cancelling, a debt when full 
payment hath been made ? or in liberating a captive 
ivhen an adequate ransom hath been received ? or in 
reconveying an alienated inheritance after ample re- 
Gompence ? how is this difficulty to be removed ? 

I answer ; juat as other difEculties are removed into 
^hich we are led by foltowing the allusions and meta- 
phors i)f scripture topf' ckisely. We are not to ima- 
gine a resemblance, in all points, between the redemp- 
tion of Christ, and redemptions among mankind, any 
more than we are in other instances when divine things 
are spoken of after the manner of men: any. more 
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1^ we are to. imagine that God is angry just as/WQ 
are, pr that he r^fient^ just a& we do, or that he hath 
an arm^ and handa^ and cyet like ours, because these ' 
things are ascribed to him in a figurative manner.-— 
From the use ©f the words ran^my and redemfttumyvr^ 
are no more obliged to suppose a literal purchase, or 
an obligatory' satisfaction in what our Saviour did and 
au^ered, than we are t^ suppose there was occasiori 
for such kipd of sati8{aqtioiv» mid for the same reasons 
a$ among men* We are selfish, and lookii^.>^ gedn 
ev^y^ one from l)i9, ^pmrier : but surdy we ought not 
to form a like idea of the infinitely benevolent and 
ev^er blessed God. Certainly, " He who so loved tteo 
world as to give his only begott^) Son, that whosoevev 
belicveth in him might not perish, buj have everlast* 
ing life," wotdd have pardoned and saved the world 
without any atonemcnt-or vicarious righteousness, had 
nothings but want of goodness prevented* The thing 
was, tsin could not be pardoned^ and sinners saved, con* 
sistently with just law and good government j and 
therefore not consistently with the glory of Grod orth© 
good of the univerise. The removal of tbis ju?t obstai> 
cle to the reign of grace* not the laying God under ob^ 
ligivtion, for value received, was what rendered the re- 
demption of Qhrist tiecessary : and the former of 
these, not the latter, is the end effected by his obedi* 
eoce and death. 

It hath indeed been said, in the present dispute^ that 
a door could not be opened for the salvation of man- 
kind, witliout making it necessary in jusdce that they 
slipuld be saved. That justice requires whatever is 
consistent with justice. But this is a new and strange 
position. The perfection of justice no more requires 
that every thing which, is just shoul^^bc done, than the 
perfection of truth requires that every thing which is 



d by Google 



12fl Just^patkm through Christ, 

ttuc theuld tie apokifiu. , If jusace required wlisftevcr 
it eonsbtent with jissttGi^) no g;vace could be exerciBed-^^ 
n^ free Siveur could ev^* be bestowed i^ anytnstaacot' 
ekhev by God or man : nothing more than^ mere ju8^ 
tke could ever be <]oae. That justico whkh exch^s 
grace^ which is the otilf proper n^uxB of juatice, ^ 
leatt the only one now wder conflderaikm^ certainly' 
dock not rtqmre many things whidi mi^htbe juat^ 
J^iKM^e did not require that God abould giT& hia only 
begotten Son, yet Uiia waa^ oonustent wath jua^ee.' 
Chiist waa no^ obtiged in justice to consent to becofimr 
incamate and to p<^ir out hi& soul unto dei^> y^ there 
waa nothing inconsistent with justice in ha so dokig/ 
In iike manner it is now consistent with justice for 
God to pardon sinners through the propitiation of 
Chfist, yet t^ is n^ what justice requires. Groes' 
requivea that the guilty shoRild be ibt^ven) provided it 
i^j be done, consistently mth justice, atid without' 
doing hurt upoi th<^ whole ; but thk doth make it no 
xhore grace. Wisdom require? whitsoe ver things arc? 
for the. best Goodness requireit whatsoever thiogs 
arO'fixr the gt^atest universal good. Bat justice^ as 
eoEdadiflg gcaoO} requii^s only whataoevor things are* 
deserved. 

StiUf perhaps, it will be ssdd,Were noitthes^eri«gs 
of Christ ttf^y adequate to all- the pcmislmieiH due to* 
us for sin ? and did, not his obedience' ac^ally meiit' 
eternal life by a merit of condignity ? and hi^ve not beV 
lievers,at least, a just right a»d title to the artonemeat 
and Hieiit ofX::bi ist 2 Is not his ^ghteousness imputed^ 
to them so as to become aOually theirs ? And if these 
things be so, where c^ there- be -any grace in theirs 
jusu&cation I In answer to att this^ let me observe the 
fatiowi^ things* 
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1 . I do not think that eternal life was merited, ev«i 
hy Chtist, by a merit of condignity. A merit of cori* 
digmty supposes something justly due fo^r service done^ 
But it is impossible^ I apprehend, that God slxmld re- 
ceive any thing for vrhich he is justly indebted. ♦* For 
who hath first giVen to him, anti it shsdl be recompens- 
ed unto him again ?'* However ancknt divines may 
have discoursed^boutmerifcof condignity and merit of 
congroity, the distinction, I conceive, is properly appli- . 
cable only to merit at the hands of beings who may re- 
ceive actual services to which they have no just claim. 
A merit of cotidignity can, I am persuaded, have no 
place in regard to God« 

That cr^a/ttr^« cah merit, no good at the hand of 
th^ir Creator, in this high sense of merit, every one 
must be convinced, on a momem's rejection. Thetj 
can render nothing to God, in a way of love or service, 
but what is his due ftem them. Ackm would not have 
deserved any reward as a just debt, had he remained 
innocent) and fulfilled the law of perfection. He would 
only have doiiNe what it was his duty to do. The highest 
created InteUig^ences can do no more. * As th^y derive 
their all from Crod, so they can render nothing to him 
but what is of right his. ' 

But, it wUl be said, Christ was not a mere creatare. 
He thought it not robbery to be equal with Gbd» Con- 
sequently his merit must be of a di^erent kind from 
what Adam'^ would have been, and from that of the 
angels. The labour of a servant cannot bring bis mas- 
ter in debt, because it was that to which he had a just 
right ; but if a neighbour, who is upon even terms with 
us, l2d>our for us, we are indebted to him. He deserves 
wages, in the proper and strict *ense of the word. 
And why must there not in reality be exactly this dif- 

L 
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ference bett^een the obedience of creaturesi andtlie 
obedience df Christ. 

To this I answei*, though Chnst was imder no obU* 
gaiion to become incarnate, yet when he had assumed 
the form of a servant) itbehdved him top^ulfil all right- 
eousness. All he did was o^direnri?;— ^obedience 
justly due, on our account at least, if noj on his own* 
God bath not received, even in this Way, that to winch 
he had po right, and for which he is really ind^^. 
Did the merit of Christ as prc^erly bej^g to u^ as if 
it had been our personal merit, we should have no 
ground to challenge eternal life, nor any reward, aft 
our just due. Indeed, in that case, we should not de- 
serve eternal death, nor any punishment* Ther^ore^ 
I must add, 

2. 1 do not think the merit of Christ is actually /roaw- 
f erred to believers ; or, that his righteousness is so iii^ 
puled to them as to become, to all intenits and pur- 
poses, their own righteousness'. It is so far reckoned 
lo them as to render it consistent and honourable fe 
God, as above explained, to be reconciled to thetn, 
not imputing their trespasses by a rigorous,^ or an 
adequate personal punishment ; but it is not so iheU^^ 
as to render them really deaetving of good, or ««- 
deae-t-ving of evil. Tlie apostle states a distinction 
between justification by vjorka and hyj^^A, making the 
former in some sense of debt, but the latter of grace 
entirely. Rom. iv. 2-^5. *M-Dr if Abraham were jus- 
fified by works he hath wherebfto glofjr, but not before 
God. For what saith ihe*cript«re? Abraham believed 
God and it was counted to him for righteousness* 
Now to hirii that worketh is the reward not reckoned 
of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not, 
but believeih on him that justifieth the ungodly, bis 
faith is counted for righteousness. By this we arc 
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piainly taught that justification by a righteousness 
reckoned to us by £dthf is of grace, in a manner differ- 
ent irom justification by our own good works. That 
the msoi justified by personal righteousness would havp 
ground for gloryingas more deserving tlian other meo^ 
^ though not If e/orc God, as having really merited eter- 
nal iifc) or any good, ^ his hand. Comparatively, the 
justification of such an one. would be of debt ; it would 
Indeed be in part of absolute justice to the exclusion of 
jgrace s that is, as far as it implies only approbation^ 
and acquittance from the curse of the law. The right- 
eous deserve not to be condemned ; and there is no 
grace in not punishing them. But to him who is per- 
sonally guilty, and is justified by fiutb,in the righteousr 
ness of another, and in him who justifieth tjie ungodly^ 
the whoJc b of grace. Th« apostle's . reasoning evi- 
dently supposes that the righteousness of Christ doth 
not become to all intents and purposes the l>eliever's 
own righteousness. For if it did, there could be no 
difference, as to ground fi>r glorying, between being 
justified by f;dth and by wx>rks ; and one would be ju^ 
4tt much of debt as the other : nor could it be true, in 
any sense, that God justified the ungodly. But that 
ihere is not a strict and proper imputation of Christ's 
^ightcQusne^B to the believer-^uch an imputation as 
implies an actual tr<imfer tfmerityis plain from the 
.whole tenor of the scriptures, as far as they have any 
^relation to this subject. It is evident from all that is 
said of thp chastisements of believers, of their confes- 
si<H)s, and of, the remission of their sins. Were they 
as righteous as Christ was— had they, in any way, a 
perfect nghteousness, properly theirown, they would 
have no sins to confess; they would deserve no pun- 
ishment, and need no pardon. The truth is, ourt^ 
de9ert is not taken away by the atonement of Christ. 
Tliat can never be taken away. Nor doth the obedi- 
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cnce of Christ render us deserving of heaven^ or un'" 
deserving of hell. When God justifies believers on 
' Christ's account, he considers them still as ungodly : 
as ungodly he punibhea them still in this world ; and 
as well might he punish them with everlasting dp- 
Btruction in the world to come^ were it not for his gra- 
cious promise to the contrary. Grace reigns with un^ 
abated lustre in our justification, and in the whole of 
our salvation, notwithstanding its reigning through 
righteousnessi because it is tlirough a righteousness 
not our own, * 

Merit is ever personal, Jn the nature of things it; 
cannot be otherwise. Another's having been rightc- 
C7US, doth not make me righteous, if I have not been 
so myself; nor can the sufferings of another make 
me faultless wherein I have been a sinner. - Can a 
robber or murderer become innocent, because an in* 
nocent attorney or^riend of his hath suffered the pen- 
alty he deserved ? Certainly it is impossible. He must 
be^ notwithstanding this, as vile, as great a criminal^ 
as blame-worthy, as ever he was. And so are all 
mankind, notwithstanding tke sufferings, and notwith- 
standing the obedience of Christ. . 

Debts may be discharged by an attorney. Damages 
of any kind may be repaired by a third person. But 
moral turfdtude is not to be wiped elway in this manner. 
in desert is never thus removed. Merits and demerit^ 
are things not to be acquired or lost by proxy. The 
tonseguencea of the good or evil actions of one person 
may devolve upon another ) not the righteousness or 
the criminality of them. 

Our crimes were no% transferred to Christ ; only the 
sufferinga fpr them. He suffered as a lanib^ without 
blemish .and without spot. So his righteousness is not 
transferred to us ; only the benefits t>f it. He was 
numbered with transgressors^ and treated as a sinner 
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though innocem. We arc ftumbcred with th© righte- 
ous, and treated as the friend^ and favourites of thpf 
Most High, though ungodly He deserved the praises 
of heaven, when he was made a curse— when fors^- 
ken and expiring on the cross. We deserve the paifts 
dof hell, when delivered frpro the curse pf the law, and 
received into the embraces of ever^sting love. There 
.is no transfer of merit, or of deinerit, one way or thp 
other, only of their fruits and consequences. 

Justice admitte<J of laying on Christ the sufferkigs 
due for our sins, because it was by his own /r« cour 
senty and because the necessary ends of punishing 
would thereby be answered^ not because he deserved 
those sufferings. SQ,-on the other hand. Justice now 
admits of our being saved on his account, ]K>t bepausQ, 
on any account, we deserve salvation, but only beeause 
by giving us remission, of sins and the happiness of th^ 
righteous, no injury will be done, no damage will^- 
crue to the universe. There is nothing to oblige God 
to have mercy on any of mankind only Jus own wis- 
dom and goodness. He . can do it without any un- 
righteousness^ and therefore so it seemcth ffood in hia 
sight. Hence we are fmrdoned-^yie are justijied^-^ytt' 
shall be glmified^ freely by the grace qf^od, notwith- 
standing the ample foundation laid £or all in the plen- 
teous redem/ition which is in Jesus Christ. 

AH that now remains, is to point outcome of the 
doctrinal and practical tise^ of this important subjeqt; 

In the first place ; we may hen,ce leapi, th^t the ar- 
' gument for the certain salvation of all men, from the 
sufficiency of the satisfaction and purchase of Christy 
is inponclusiye* According to the common notion of 
a literal satisfaction ^ud strict purchase in the atone- 
ment and objBcUence of our Saviour, similar e^act\y 
"to $ati^£u:tionB sgad porchasee in matters of m^um and 
L 3 
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tuum (i* e. minf^ and thine) between man and mail j this 
argument i)f tfie Univfersalists, on which the greatest 
stress is laid by some, would be exceedingly plausi- 
ble : to me it appears, it would indeed be absolutely 
unanswerable. The argument stands thus. God Is 
obliged in justice to save men as'far as the merit of 
Christ extends: but the merit of Christ is sufficient 
for the salvation of all men ; therefore fciod is obliged 
in justice to save all. The minor proposition I dare 
not deny. I question not the sufficiency of tlie merit 
of Christ for the salvation of all mankind. I have «o 
doubt but that, in this sense, Christ " gave himself a 
ransom ybr all; tasted death for every nmn; and is the 
propitiation for the sins of the whole world** The 
only thing therefore which! have to dispute in this ar- 
gument, is the obligatorinesa of the Redeemer's merit, 
on the Supreme Being : or, that it is of such anatui'e . 
as to afford any ground to dermnd salvation from God, 
as q{ juat debt. Had the believer any right to chal- 
lenge pardon and eternal life, upon this footing, I see 
tiot but that all mankind would have th^ same. ^ If the 
merit of Christ be' such as obliges Gadi in point of 
justice to save all believers ; and if that meiit be suf- 
ficient for the salvation of all men ;: why is riot God 
obliged in justice to save all men, whether believers or 
not?— He' may be under engag^ements to some and 
not to others by grachus fu^mtiaey predicated upon 
faith ; but if the obligation be in abaolute juatice^ it 
must be solely 6n account of the merit of Christ ; and 
is no greater after a man has faith than before. And if 
there be merit enough in Christ for all, it oWlges and 
must obtain the salvation of all, though ail men have 
not faith. That alters not the case. Faith, or the want 
of £dth, alters nothing in point of justice 5 only in point 
of promise: unless the obligatory merit be in i^t^h 
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4tseHV iK)t in the atonement and righteousness of Christ. 

It God cannot in justice lay any c?dn^ to the charge of 

the electa nor inflict any punishment upon them, be- 
cause Christ died for them: and if, in point of merit^ 
Christ died for all men ; God cannot in justice lay any 
thing to the charge of any many nor punish any man. 

Thus the doctrine of certain universal salvation is 
established at once; and established upon orthodosft 

^principles. 

The argument! indeed, proves too much. More a 
great deal than any good man would wish : moi'e> one 

, would think than any man in his senses could believe* 
It turns the tables entirely respecting obligation and 
grace between God and man. According to it, all the 
obligation is now on God*s part ; all the grace on ours ! 
He is holden and justly stands bound to us ; we are 
free from all obligation to. him ! All the debts of all 
mankind, both of dut][ and suffering, 'are forever can* 
celled I Christ hath done all their duty for them, as 
well -as taken away all possible criminality from ih^m I 
If they now love or serve God it is of mere gratuity ! 
They are not at all obliged so to do I If he bestow 

. upon them all the good in bis power, to all eternity, it 
is of debt'-^bsolute debtj in the highest sense of the 
word! . He can do no more for them than by a merit 
of pondignity hath be«n purchased for them^ and is of 
absolute right due to them t These admirable con- 
sequences will follow from tbis notion of the atone- 
ment and inerit of Christ, as necessarily as the doc- 
trine of.univer&al salvation. An argument which thus 
overthrows every thing— ^// /aw, as well as dll grace, 
n>ust certainly be fallacious^ whether we were able to. 
discover the fallacy of it or not. Yet some, it is said, 
^u« not to be terrified by such frightful consequence. 
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They adaut iheni, and plead for theio. They albw, 
at least, and maintain, that men are not jualiy punish- 
able by the Judge of all the eacth, whatever huquitlefr 
they may commit ; and that, in fact, no man is punish* 
ed of God at all, nor ever will be. So firmly are they' 
estabiisiied in the belief that the foregmng argument is 
demoDbtration, and can never be confuted. 

But must not the weak place in this invincible argu* 
xnent, be made manifest to alt men? i cannot but flat- 
ter myself, the attentive candid UnivertalUt must' feel 
this fii m ground give w ay under him The hope of 
salvation built upon the idea that the holy sovereign of 
the universe is obliged in justice to pardon and save 
the vilest of sinners, is certainly a very forlorn hofie. 

That belie vers themselvea do not deserve eternal 
life, nor even deliverance from eiemaf death ;— -that 
God is under no kind of obligation, for value received,- 
even to them, on any account whatever, seems plainly- 
implied in our text, and hath been sufiiciently illustra- 
ted, I conceive, in the preceding discourse. And if so, 
certainly he cannbt be ol)liged in justice to save all 
men. Salvation is sincerely offei'ed to all, if they will 
thankfully receive Christ as their Saviour, and peni- 
tently return, through him, to their Creator and their 
God. With regard to giving tliem a heart, or making 
them willing to do these things, God haih mercy on 
whom h^ will have mercy. Surely ** by sending his 
Son into the world, that the world through him might 
be saved," he hath rmt brought hiniseslf so infinitely 
indebted to mankind as to be in justice obliged to 
save all the world, whether they will or not. 

Secondly. Hence we may .see, that the SocinianSs 
have no r^iason tojobj*:ct ag^iinst the doctrine of alone^ 
ment} sms thougii it were, kreconcii^o with the c^*- 
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trine of free grace, and represented God the Father a» 
unforgtvin^^ imfilacablcy unnurdfuL* 

As many have explained the doctrine of atonement, 
I cannot say that these reproaches cast upon it by its^ 
adversaries, are altogether unjust. Were it right to 
conceive of it under the liters, loto notion of paying 
d€bt8i or repairing damages, between man and man, 
it would indeed seem as if there were no proper re* 
viiasion of sins to believers, nor any mercy in grant- 
ing them deliverance from the curse of the lam. But if 
-we consider God as acting in this great affair, in his 
own proper character, as Supreme Ruler of the world ; 
and requiring atonement in order to the salvation of 

* Dr. Priestley, a celebrated modern writer on the side of 
Sociniajiism, has much to say upon this bead, He says, " We 
. read in the scriptures, that we are justified freely by the 
grace of God, But what free grace, or mercy, does there 
appear to have been in God, if Christ gave a full price for 
our justification, and bore the infinite weight of divine wrath 
on our account ? We arc commanded to forgive otherti as v:e 
ourselves hope to be forgiven ; and to be merciful as our Fa' 
ther, %oho is in heaven is merciful. But surely we arc not 
thereby authorized to insist upon any atonement or satisfac- 
tion, before we give up our resentments towards an offend- 
ing penitent brother. Indeed, how could it deserve the name 
of forgiveness if we did ? — It is impossible to reconcile 
the doctrine of satisfaction for sin by the death of Christ* 
with the .doctrine of fi-ee graces which, according to the uni- 
form tenor of the scriptures, is so fiilly displayed in the par- 
don of sin, and the justification of sinners. — It is only from 
the literal interpretation of a few figurative expressions in 
the scriptures, that this doctrine of atonefnent, as well as 
that of transubstantiation, has been derived ; and it is cer- 
tainly a docrine highly injurious to God j and if we, who are 
•onmanded to imitate Xipd, ^should act upon the maxims of 
it> it would be subversive of the most amiable part of virtue 
In men. We should be implacable and unmerciful, insisting 
upon the uttermost farthing.'* 
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guiltf menr only for the support o(fiublic justice, and 
that kc mi^ht still be a terror io evil doerny at the same 
time that he discovers himself a^um/aTi^m goodne99 and 
ready to forgive, if we coosidery moreover, that the 
demerit of sin is not at ali taken away, nor the need 
of pardoning mercy iessened by vicarious sufferings. 
In a word, if the foregoing view of this subject be 
scriptural and just, what shadow of ground can there 
be for any such reprdches and objections ? 

Thirdly. Hence we are furnished with an easy so* 
lution of a difficulty which some have imagined, re- 
«pecung our being justified, at all, on accoinit of tlie 
active obedience of our Saviour, i he difficulty is this. 
Christ, in his human nature, in which only he could 
obey, owed obedience on his 'own account, and there- 
fore could have no mem by that means to be placed 
to the account of hb followers aa the ground of their 
justification. ' Hereupon some have supposed and 
taught, that the wufferings of Christ, to which he was 
under no personal obligation,^ are the only meritorious 
ground of our acceptance unto eternal life. Or, that 
all further than deliverance from the curse of the law, 
is from the grace of God, and the merit of our own 
imperfect obedience.* 

This imaginary difficulty, however, arises entirely 
from the supposed necessity of merit strictly pur- 
chasing good at the hand of God ; and a merit proper- 
ly transferable. According to that conception of the 
niatter, it is certain AdanCs obedience could have avail- 
ed nothing in behalf of any but himself. He, unques* 

* The above difficulty was started, and the above doctrine 
advanced, by a divine of some note in Germany the last cen*- 
tury ; who roade a party considerable enough to be taken no- 
tice of by Dr. Mosheim, in his Eccletfiastical History. How 
ke was answered, I think the Doctor hath not informed us. 
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tionably, was under personal obligation to yield the 
most perfect obedience to Iris Maker of which he was 
capable. Therefore had he remained innocent, and 
continued in all things given him in charge to do 
them, he could have had no merit of supererogation, 
to be reckoned to his posterity. Nor dorconceivc 
that the man Jesus Christy consistently with his pct^ 
4K>naI duty to his^ heavenly Father, co^ld have done 
less than to have fulfilled aH righteousness. On sup^ 
position a fiurchasin^y transferable m erit had been ne- 
cessary, I do not therefore see how this, difficulty could 
be fsarly obviated. But from the things which have 
been said, it is abundantly evident, I apprehend, that 
no such merit was necessary, is scriptural, or pos- 
sible. Gpd may do honour to himself, as one that 
loves righteousness, by making multitudes happy out 
of respect to the tried virtup and obedience of one, 
though that one have only done what it was his duty 
to do. All notions of supererogation, and of a fund of 
merit to be sold and bought, or any way communicated 
from one to janother, proceed upon the maicims of com- 
merciali not of rectorml justice. Every thing of this 
kind is going off entirely from the ideas of sin and duty^ 
U> those of debt and credit^ damages and refutations. 

Fourthly. From ^e foregoing view, of the subject, 
we learn, that tho%e who are justified in the gospel 
way, have noticing whereof to glory, but have all the 
reason in the^world to be humble before God. They 
have mei^ely a -merit of congryity to plead in his pre- 
sence 4 and'that merit, not at all their own. 
. Weie " salvation an absolute debt to the believer 
Trom God, so that he might in justice demand and chal- 
lenge it,** to be clothed with humility, and to be a pros- 
trate suppliant before the throne of grace, might, ip- 
deedf seem unbecoming, and quite out of character. 
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Had Christ " merited, by way of purclhase and com- 
plete payment, the removal of all that evU we had de- 
served, and the enjoyment of all, the good we needed 
and could desire, and that by a valuable consideration 
tendered into the hand of divine justice in that behalf;" 
and had we this ^ sum in sight, and under our hand," 
we might well assume a high tone, and say, « Here's 
one and there's the other," Our beggary would be^ 
an end ; nor would it suit with our affluent circumstan- 
ces, to be io fio$r in spirit as tofietition andfiraym We 
might say to the Almighty, " We are lords, we will 
come no more unto thee :" or, coming, might be so la- 
conic as only to say, " Lord, give us our due." 

But, my brethren, << you have not so learned Christ ; 
if so be that ye have heard him, i\pd have been taught 
by him as the truth is in Jesus." Christians have not 
these heaven-debasing, self-exalting sentiments, in the 
bottom of their hearts, however they may speak un- 
guardedly, or think inaccurately on some occasions. I 
dare say the venerable divines above quoted, did not 
mean so, neither did their hearts think scy They never 
forayed as though those things were true ; they never 
felt as if they believed them. Such speculative notions 
of the atonement and imputed righteousness, owing 
originally to tl\e strong figures of holy scripture, lite- 
rally understood, have been exceedingly common ; and 
therefore have been received implicitly as unquestion- 
able truths, by the learned as well as the illiterate ; 
however inconsistent with innumerable other senti- 
ments in which every true christian is most firmly e&r 
tabHshed. Certainly, by the law of faith, boasting is 
excluded. Certainly if our justification be freely by 
divine grace, we have nothing whereof to glory. We 
have ^ much reason to be humble— as much cause, 
with deep abasement, to confess our daijy sins, and to 
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implore the fr^e remission of them — as much occii- 
sion to say, God be merciful to us sinners, as if we 
were not justified at all. The blood of atonement only 
gives us access to the mercy-seat. , I^et then all our 
feelings and all our thoughts, as \yell as pur add i esses 
to a holy God, be agreeable to this humiliating doctrine 
of our being justified freely by his grace, through the 
redemption that is in Jesus Christ. God thus est>tb^ 
lished his covenant with us, that we inay rememberj 
and be confounded, and never open our mouths any 
tnore for our shame, when, in this way, he is pacified 
towards us for all that we hav^ done. 

Fifthly. From what hath been said, we learn, never- 
theless, that believers have as firm ground for hope 
and confidence in Odd, as if their justification were a 
matter of absolute debt. The new covenant is as ever" 
lasting^ as well ordered in all things^ and as aure^ as if 
it were not at all a covenant of grace. The gospel 
plan of acceptance unto eternal life, is calculated, not 
in the least to mar our comfort, only to mortify our 
pride. , , 

We have seen that there is no want of absolute pro- 
mises to insure ^race and glory^ to all true believers in 
Jesus Christ. " All the promises in him are yea, and 
in him amen, unto the glory of God." And Vee know, 
says the same apostle, '^ that all things work together 
for good, to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose. Who shall separate 
us from the love of Christ ? Shall tribulation, or dis- 
tress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword ? Nay, in all these things we are more thun 
conquerors, through him that loved us. For I am per- 
suaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities! nor powers, nor things present, nor 
M 
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things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. We have ac- 
cess, through Christ, by faith, into this grace wherein 
we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.** 
Believers are as absolutely established in the divine 
favour and love, as if they were justified by the deeds 
of the law. Final remission of sins and eternal salva- 
tion, are as fully secured to them, as if their ill- desert 
we^e wholly done away, or as if they had even a merit 
of condignity and the Almighty were actually their in- 
finite debtor. Hence another apostle is very boldy and- 
Bait hi ^ If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our -sins, and to cleanse us from all unright'- 
eousness." Not that, on account of our confessi6nS| 
or on any other account, we justly deserve to lie for- 
given. Deserved forgiveness is no forgiveness at all. 
The meaning can only be, that God will infallibly be 
just and true to his word. A faitliful and just man will 
fulfil his promises, however gratuitous the things pro- 
mised : how much more He who ** is not a man that 
he should lie, nor the son of man that he should repent V* 
Butj if his bare word were not enough, as the apostle 
observes, he hath added his oath^ that by two immuta- 
ble thingsy in tvhich it was imfio$sible for God to ft>, we 
might have a strong consolation, who have Jied for re* 
fuge to lay hold ufion the hofie set before us. We may, 
if we believe in God, and believe also In Christ, come 
boldly (though as humble beggars) unto the throne of 
graccj that we may obtain mercy ^ and find grace to help 
in time q^need. 

Sixthly, and lastly. Hence we should learn to love- 
mercy , as well as to walk humbly with our God, 

Hud we the righteousness of Christ, as a perfect 
cloke for all our sins> so as to have no occasion for any 
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forgivtnes9^ it might more reasonably be expected 
that we should be unforgivi?ig. Did t&e need no mercy ^ 
it would not be so very strange should we show none. 
But, my brethren, how far otherwise is the case with 
every one of us? Do we hope we are justified in the 
sight of a holy God ? Be it so, it i^ freely by his grace^ 
even through the redemfition that is in Jesus, If Ijus^ 
tifj myself y says, holy Job, mine own mouth shall con^ 
d&mn me: if I say lam fierfecty it sliall also firove me 
fierverse. And indeed, as the same pious man de- 
mands, Honjo should man he just with God ? By imfiU" 
nation it hath been supposed he might ; but we Jiave 
now seen that even through the atonement and right- 
eousness of Christ, we can have no plea of not guilty ^ 
An^ personally we cannot surely stand in judgment) 
shpuld he contend with us, nor answer him on* qf a 
thousand. 

Shall we then be strict to mark, and severe to re- 
venge the trivial injuries or affronts we may receive 
from our fellow creatures. Kead, Christians, the 
striking parable of the ten thousand talents and the 
hundred fience ^ read, and tremble at the awful appli- 
cation of that parable. Remember that most reason- 
able exhortation of the apostle, which sfieaketh unto 
you as unto justified sinners ; Eph. iv. 23. " And be 
ye kind one to another, tender hearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God, for Christ's sake,^hath forgiven . 
you." 
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The Law in all respects satisfied by our Sav^ 
tour J in regard to those only who belong to 
Aim ; ory None but Believers saved^ thro^ 
the all-sufficient Satisfaction of Christ. 



A SERMON, 

DELIVERED AT WALLINGFORD, 

CONNECTICUT, 
WirH A VIEW TO THE UmVERSALISTSj 

By JOHN SMALLEY, D. D. 



- ROMANS X. At. 

For Christ U the end of the law for righteousness^ to 
every one that believeth, 

A HE capital argument of many who maintain that 
every one who bclievelh not shall be saved, we have 
particularly considered. That salvation is not a mat- 
ter of juU debt, on account of the redemption of Christ, 
hath been shown, it is presumed, beyond dispute.— 
This then bein^ supposed a settled point, that God is 
at liberty to have mercy on whom he will have mercy ; 
it remains that we must have recourse to the revela- 
tion of his sovereign will in his holy word, as the only 
way to determine, whether ail, or only a part of tnaor 

kind, shall be saved. 

Ma . 
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Nothing can be concluded from the universeU benev- 
olence of GoiJ, unless we knew, as he doess whiat 
would be for the greatest universal good. At first 
thought it may perhaps be imagined, that if it be only 
consistent with Justice for God to give grace wid sal- 
vation to all men, his infinite goodness must necessa- 
rily incline him to sare all. But it ought to be re- 
membered, that the opers^ons of infinite goodness 
are ever under the direction of infinite wisdom. God 
will give eternal life to every rebel creature, lK>wev^r 
deserving of eternal death, if it be best ; otherwise he 
will not. Its being at his sovereign option whether 
to do a thing or not; by no means make it certain 
what he will think proper to do. He was no more 
obliged in justice to permit any sin or misery ever to 
take place,'than he is now to permit ^ome to be for- 
ever ttuful and miserabte. Fi'om his goodness and 
power, we should have been ready to conclude' he . 
would have prevented the former, as we now are that 
he will prevent the latter, " His tlioughts are not our 
thoughts. How unsearchable are his judgments,** 
says the apostle, "and his ways past finding out ! For 
who hath known the mind of the Lord ? or whp hath 
been his counsellor ?" Were our understanding ii^fi- 
nite, w# might be able to judge, with great certuintyf 
Av^at he witi thiak proper to do^ on all occasions : but 
this not t>eing quite the case, all conjectures respect- 
ing his determii>ation, fi-oro what appears most desira- 
ble to us, must be very precarious, Fix>m his perfec- 
tions we may be certain, in general, that he will ever 
do that winch is. wisest and best : but what is wisest 

vand best, on the large scale of his universal admims- 
tradon, he alone can be supposed a competent judge. 

^ Not; leaning, tl>en^ to our own understanding) in a 
matter so evidently too high for u% letiia^ with jonb^s- 
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^d minds, attend "to revelation as our only guide on the 
.importantquestion—Wha of fallen creatures shall be 
saved ?— Whether it seem good in the sight of God, 
vto saT£ mankind universallyy without any conditions ; 
or with certain timitaticnis, and on certain terms.—- 
This questicm is so abundantly resolved in the inspired 
scriptures, that to quote all the plain proofs that only 
' particular ckiracters in this world, shall have any part 
;or lot in the salvation of the next, would be to quote, 
as it were, the whole bible. In the text now cbos^i, 
there is evidently implied, a restriction of deliverance 
from the law, to believers in the gospel ; and in dis- 
coursing upon the words, among other things, occa- 
-sion will naturally be given to adduce some part of the 
abundant scripture proof, limited in opposition tojimi- 
versal salvation. 

.The apostle having spoken, in the preceding chap- 
'ter, of the l%jectk>n of the Jews for their imbelief, he 
begins this with expressing his sincere concern for 
them, and his most devout wishes that they might be 
recovered from their delusion, and not be lost. Ver. 
vl. ^ Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God 
for Israel is, that they migltt be saved." However 
opposed any ma^ be to us^ we ought to feel entirely 
friendly towards them-^to wish them no ill, but the , 
greatest possible good. We ought also to entertain a 
charitable opinion concerning them, as far as the na- 
ture of the case will any way fairly admit. Such was 
the apostle's charity in regard to hb deluded country- 
men. He had no doubt that many of them acted con- 
scientiously ill their zealous opposition to the gospel, 
really believing it to be subversive of the divine law, 
and a system net accorditig to . godliness. Ho was 
once of the same way of thinking, as he confesied be- 
fore king Agrippa« I verily thought with mystify says 
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he, that I ought to do many things contrary to the name^ 
of Jestia of JVazareth From bis owh expetience, 
therefore, as well as from much personal acquaint- 
ance, he could testify for them that their way ^as 
right in their own eyes, though really very eiToneous 
and wrong. Vcr. 2. " For I bear uhem record that 
they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowW 
edge." He goes on to take notice whence their pre- 
judices against the Christian revelation originated ; 
namely, from wrong ideas of God. From not under- 
standing his infinite and inflexible JHStice, the high 
-demands of his holy law, and the absolute perfection 
required in order to legal justification in his sight-^ 
Ver. 3. " For they, being ignorant of God*s right- 
eousness, and going about to establish their own rights 
eousTieasy have not submitted themselves unto the 
righteousness of God." Then in the text be observes, 
that the cause of righteousness, for which the Phari- 
sees were so fuU of anxiety, was in safe hands. That 
efFectual care had been taken that the law shoHld sus- 
tsdn no dishonour, but that the spirit of it fhould b^ 
supported, and its ultimate design be fully obtained. 
I^oTy says he, Christ is the end of the law/or righteous^ 
neas^ to every one that believe th. For the illustration 
of what is here asserted, I propose, 

I. To show, in general, how Christ is the end qf 
the law for righteousness ; and 

IL In what respects he is so, in a particular man- 
ner, to believers in him. 

I. I shall endeavour to show, in general, how Christ 
is the end of the law for righteousness* 

He was the end of the ceremonial law of the Jews, 
as that was wholly typical of him, and was abolished 
by his death. But I cannot think the apostle here 
speaks merely^ if at all, of the ceremonial law^ Tiuc 
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Iks&has reference to the eternal law of righteousness,^ 
seems intimated by the manner of expression in the 
text ; and it is evident from the words immediately fol- 
lowing : Ver. 5. " For Moses describeth tlie right- 
eousness which is of thelaW) that the man which doeth 
those things ihali live by them." The ceremonial law 
was never able to give life, to those who trusted in the 
observance of it, however scrupulous and exact. It 
will therefore be incumbent on me to poinC out a sense, , 
in which Christ is'ihe end of the universal law of per- 
fect righteousni^ss 5 or of that law by the obedience of 
which. innccent man might have obtained eternal life. 
He is not the end of this law in every sense which the 

' carnal mind would wish, nor in several senses which 
many have supposed. More particularly, 

I. It is certain Christ is not so, the end of the. moral 
law, that it is no longer obligatory on mankind, as.d 
rule of duty. That our SuvicAir had no such design as 
this, and that no such thing was possible, he was care- 
ful to inform the world in his first public discourse ;— 
his sermon on tfie mount, " Think not/' says he, " that 
I am come to destroy the law or the prophets : I am 
not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For, verUy, I say , 
unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one 
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be ful- 
filled.*' Nor did he come to fulfil this holy law so as 
to make it lawful for us to live in the violation of it. 
We do not, surely, cease to be in duty bound to love 
God or our neighbour, because Christ hath loved both, • 
as much as they deserve. It is not becorrie right for 
us to practise all hiiquity, because he hath fulfilled all 
righteousness.' By his having been perfectly obedient 

' in our stead, we are not freed from all the obligation 
we should have been under to obey the commands of 
our" Maker 5^ nor from any part of it. We hayeas 
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much dutf which we ought to do, as it he had done 
nothing. He came to ^ave hU peofile from their ttin^^ 
not from their duty, 

3. Christ hath not so saved his people from their 
sins, that they ceas& to have any guilty or desert ofpuv^ 
iehment. As our obligation to obey is not removed by 
his obedience, so neither is our criminality when we 
transgress, taken away by his sufferings. SVe are not 
to conceive God sees nothing amiss in us, and is not at . 
all displeased with us, do what we will, because ttie 
blood of" Jesus Christ his son, cleanseth from all sin. 
The eyes of the Omniscient are not so dazzled but that 
he can see our ways, and our hearts, as they truly are ; 
nor is the nature of things so altered bj the atonement} 
that iniquity is become really blameless, and unde- 
serving of divine wrath. I add once more on the neg- 
ative side, 

3. Christ is not so the end of the law, but that per- 
sonal righteousness is still necessary in order to eternal 
life. Not only is perfect obedience as much our duty 
as ever, and all neglect or transgression as great an evil 
as ever ; but sincere conformity in heart and life to the 
moral law, is so required on th.e gospel plan, that with- 
out it we cannot be saved. Of this we are abundantly 
assured. « Repent and he converted," says the apostle 
Peter, « that your sins may be blotted out. Follow peace 
with all men," saysth? apostle Paul, "and holiness, 
without which no noan shall see the Lord. Verily, veri- 
ly," says our Saviour, " I say unto thee, except a man be 
bom again, he cannot see the kingdom of God " And 
again, «I say pnto you, that except your righteousness 
shall exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and 
Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom 
of heaven.*' To the same^ purpose, having explained 
the moral law in a much stricter sense than thejixost 
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l^gid of the Jewish doctors, he concludes with saying, 
^ Whosoever heareth these saybgs of mine, and doth 
thein, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built 
his house upon a rock. And every one that heareth 
these sayings of mine, and doth them not, shall be 
iikened unto a foolish man, which built his house 
upon the sand." 

But in what sense, then, it will be asked, is Christ 
the end of the law for righteousness ? I answer. He is 
the end of the law as a covenant of life ; or as the term 
of justification or condemnation. That is, the end for 
"which probationary obedience was required of man, in 
order to his confirmation, is answered by the obedi- 
ence of Christ ; and the end for which death was threat- 
ened in case of any disobedience, is answered by the 
sufTenngs and death of Christ. 

According to the original constitution, perfect obedi- 
ence, through a certain space of trial, was made neces* 
sary in order to the justification of life. There was 
some important end proposed by this, most certainly ; 
otherwise the benevolent Creator would have confirm- 
ed our first parents, witli all their posterity, in immor- 
tal happiness, without the hazard of a previous proba- 
tion. The end which would have been answered by 
man's trial, had he persevered in innocence, may easily 
be conceived. Virtue would have been encouraged 
and had in eternal honour j and God, by crowning it 
witli an eternal weight of glory, would have illustri- 
ously manifested his infinite love of righteousness. 
When man had sinned, he must, according to law, 
have been punished with everlasting destruction. 
Here again some good end, undoubtedly, was in view. 
God delighteth not in the death of the ttncked. The 
mfeery of his creatutes, however justly merited, can- 
not be an ultimate object to a Being whose name, and 
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"whose nature is lore. Tlie end of the awful threateor 
ing and curse of the law, wc are to suppose, was did- 
countcnancing disobedience, and giving an eternal 
manifestation of the glorious character of God, as ^ne 
Wlio infinitely hateth all iniquity. Now, by the vica- 
rious obedience and sufferings of his own incarnato^ 
Son^ the end of the law, in each of these views, is an- 
swered in the fullest "manner. 

The. obedience of our Savioui* answers every pur- 
rpose, in. regard to all who belong to him, which would 
have been obtained by the sinless obedience of the first 
federal head of mankind. Christ was given Jbr a ccrv* 
enant of the fieofile. He was constituted a public re- 
presentative, as much as Adam was ; and might, by his 
^own consent, as justly b^ so constituted. In this capa- 
city he was made under the law ; and, c« it behoved hiniy 
fulfiiled all right^oumeaa. He was holy^ harmless^ un- 
deJUed^ and separate from sinners. He did no sin^^iei' 
ther was gtdle found in his mouth, ' It was his meat to 
do the will of him thai sent him, and finish his work. 
His obedience was trie^ to the uttermost. He had all 
the teihptations arising from poverty and the most de- 
pendent outward circumstances. The foxes^ said he, 
have holesy and the birds of the air have nests ^ but the 
Son of man hath not where to lay hi6 head. He had the 
trial of cruel mockings^ and of all the bitterest and most 
injurious reproaches which; the malice of man could 
invent, Consider him^ say^ the apostle, who endured 
^ueh contradieti'n of sinners against himself He en- 
countered the^rand adversaty that had been too hard 
for our first parents, and under circumstances the most 
disadvantageous. He was led into the wilderness to 
be tempted of the devil, that he might have the trial of 
his utmost efforts in that solitaiy situation^ without a 
. friend— without a second to ^fibrd him any aid. Here 
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£n:^days he was without food; and, thus enfeebled 
aad distressed with hanger, he was attacked by the 
old serpent; the prince of the power of the air, who 
had permission to try every artifice-— to carry him 
from pinacle to mountain, and exhibit all those scenes 
.'to his senses, which he judged most likely to seduce 
him into sin. But this second lAan was found hivin-* 
cible, and easily vanquished all temptaticms. Our Sav- 
iour's subjection was also tried by the last enemy*-4ai 
enemy which Adam, in all his probation, had he kept 
his innocence, never wot^ have seen. He was obedi'P 
ent unto dtath^ even the death qftht croa9. In his agony, 
from the extremity of which we must conclude he had 
something far more dismaying in prospect than any 
other martyr ever endured, wlien he kneeled down and 
firayedy Baying^ Father^ if thou be willing^ remove thU 
cufijroin me ; he added, nevertheletaj not my vfiilj but 
thine be done. 

Now by such obedience, of so divine a person — by 
hisAartfn^ continuance in well doings amidst all possible 
provocations and temptations to the contrary, from 
earth and hell— -by his perfect conformity and ready 
lesif^nation to the hc^y will of his heavenly Futher^ 
through all the arduous work, and agonizing oonfiicts 
to which he was called—- an opportunity was given for 
the Supreme Governor <^ the worki, to encourage vir- 
tue» and to glorify himself as the lover and rewarder 
of righteousness, ia the most illustrious manner pos- 
^le. For here was an instance — a course of obe- 
dience and virtue, the m(3»t tried-— the most perfect— 
the most exalted, that ever was, or could be exhibited, 
in the whole cresoion of God. 
> And no less fully answered Was the end of the 
threatening and curse of the law, by our Saviour's suf- 
N ^ 
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ferings. It was by the Father's appointment, though 
by his own most free consent, that he was made a curse 
in the room of gililty men. He was atricken^ mtitien 
o/Gody an^ afflicted. He was delivered by the deter- 
minate counaely as well 2A fore'knowledgt o/God^ when 
he was takeriy and by wicke^ hands, crucified and slain. 
Both Herod and Pontius PilatCy with the rulers and 
people of the Jews, did against him, only what Crod^s 
hand and his counsels determined before to be done. The 
hand of the Supreme Judge of all the earth, wja par- 
ticularly concerned in this surprising event. It was 
designed to be considered as an act of divine judgment, 
notwithstanding the wickedness of the instruments, 
and the innocence of the sufferer. For thus it was 
written, « Awake, O sword, against my Shepherd, and 
against the man, that is my fellow, saith the Lord of 
Hosts : 'Smite the Shepherd," &c. 

Now by laying such amazing sufferings on his dearly 
beloved Son—- by its pleasing the Lord thus to bruise 
himy and put him to grief, the divine vindictive justice 
was more avirfully, as well as more amiably manifested, 
than ever it could have been by the punishment of sin- 
ners themselves, to all eternity. — It was more awfully 
'manifested. The apostle, Romans i. 17, 18. having 
spoken of the gospel as the power of God unto salva- 
tion to every one that believeth, assigns the following 
reason : For therein is the righteousness of God revealed 
from faith to faith :-^For the ivrath of God is revealed 
from heai>en against all ungodliness and nnrigfiteottsrless 
of men. His meaning I conceive is this ; that there 
is a clearer discovery of the holiness and justice of 
God, to hate atid punish all sin, in Christ crucified^ 
than in any former revelation. And undoubtedly.this 
is true. Kot all the curses of the law, amidst the 
thunders and lightenings of mount Sinai^-4ior ev^n 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



through the Satisfaction of Christ. 14fJ 

the execution of those curses in tJie unquenchable 
ilameaof hell, gave, or can ever give> equal evidence 
>of the righteousness pr >rath^of God, as the wnazing 
Scenes exhihted in Gethsemane, and on mount Cilvary. 
Nothing could ever make the Jaw appear So steadfast, 
or afford such full ground of faith that every transgres- 
sion shall receive a just recorapence of reward, as. the 
bloody sweat — ^the deserted exclamation — the expir- 
ing agonies, of our Divine Saviour, 

This fcxhibitioSi of vindictive justice, it ouglit parti- 
culsa-iy to be observedj was finished and compleat. In 
this way an end vma made of sin ; that is, of its adequate 
and threatened punishment. We may naturally ui>der-i 
stand this, as a principal thing iniplied in those memo- 
rable words of Christ, when he bowed his head and 
gave up tho ghost, It is ^msAcrf.— Had only the letter 
of the law taken fl^ce, never could the execution of 
-divine justice been compleat. The wrath to come 
would forever have remained. Nor could it ever have 
appeared by any thing actually done, that God deter- 
Blined to inflict sufferings for sin, in any respect^ abso- 
lutely infinite- The death of Christ is the only fact 
.which ascertains this, or could ever ascertain it. 

And as the awfulness> so the amiableness of vindic- 
Uve justice, is /in this way most gloriously evinced.— 
«That this attribute of the Supreme Being is at an infi- 
nite remove, from malevolence— that he doth not 
punish from unkindne^s, or from any delight in tor- 
menting, is what we are often taught, and what it is of 
gfcat importance we should ever firmly-bejievfe. But 
In no instance is this so unquestionably manifest, as 
when the sufferings deserved by the iniquities of us 
all, were. laid on Christ. Had cmly rebel creature s^ — • 
the personal enemies of God, suffered the dreadful 
effect* of hi$ righteous displeasure, it would not have 
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been so clear^ that in his fierce wrath there was nothi|)g 
cruel— nothbg akio to the sweetness o€ human t^ 
Tenge* But when the same sword, is coininanded to 
^wake against the man that is hi& fellow— when,hid only- 
begotten Son is the victim of bis holy indignation^ 
against the ungodliness and unrighteousness of manji 
we must needs be convinced that want of benevolence 
can have no influence. Christ was certainly dear to 
to the Father — infinitely dear, even when he Ibrsook 
him, and laid such ih^iupportable sorrows upon him. 
He was the brightness of his glory ^ and the express 
image of his fierson ; and he had done nothing to ofienC 
hith, but was then doing that which infinitely engaged 
his most endeared affection. Yet when, out of obedir 
ence to the Father's will, and temlerest feelings for 
his injured honour, he had undertaken to be answerable 
for the ofi*ences of fallen man, not one drop of the ne^ 
cessaiy bitter cup was permitted to pass from \C\xs^ 
Judgment was laid to the liney and righteousness to thi 
filummetyixi as rigqrous and unrelenting a manner, as; 
if he had actually been the most odious criminal in all 
the universe. By this it appears, with the highest 
possible evidence, not only that there is no respect of 
persons with Go^, but also that his infiicting the se*' 
verest pains and penalties for sin, argues no want of in# 
finite tenderness towards the sufleters. That it U 
owing only to a jusi regard to his own glory, and the 
general good. 

Thus is Christ the end, and more than the end of 
the law for righteousness. The end of the probation- 
ary obedience required of man, is more than answered 
by his obedience ; and the end of the curse denounced 
on fallen man, is more than answered by his being 
made a curse. We may now proceed, 
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II. Tor make some enquiry concerning the implied 
limitation in the text ; or to consider why Christ is 
said to be the end of the law for righteousness, to every 
one that believeth. We are not to suppose, from this, 
that there is apy want of sufficiency in what ouf Sav- 
iour hath done and suffered, to answer the original pur- 
poses of personal obedience and persoftal punishment 
in regard to all mankind, did they believe in him. 
Shoutd all men come to the knowledge of the truth, 
and cordially embrace the gospel, they might be saved, 
and e^ery end of the law be fully obtained. But still 
there are respects in which Christ is actually the end 
of the law to true believers only ; that is, to those whp 
know him, and receive him, and trust in him as their 
» Saviour. Particularly, 

First, Christ is, in a peculiar manner, the end of the 
law for righteousness to believers, as, in their view and 
apprehension, the divine justice is established by his 
sufferings, as much as if law had been literally exe- 
cuted; By the everlas^ting destruction of every trans- 
gressor, God would not have appeared more glorious 
in holiness, than he now does by the sacrifice of his 
owii Son^ in the eyes of every one that belieyeth. God^ 
who commanded the light to shine out of darkness^, 'says 
the apostle, hdih whined in our hearts^ to give the lighC 
tfthe knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jesus 
Christ. The glory of God's justice undoubtedly, as 
Well as the glory of his graCe. But now to unbelievers, 
this glorious exhibition of the divine character is to no 
purpose. To them this Ughty if it shbe at all, shineth 
in darkness^ and is not comprehended. To those who 
nciver heard the gospel, or hearing underetand it not, 
•r do not believe it, this end of tjie law is not at all an- 
swercd by it. Of old the preaching of Christ crucified^ 

N -a 
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Iras to the Jevt» a atumlt&ng blocky and to the Grveka 
foolhhnesM. To iKme bat them that were coiled^ was 
Christ the %dadom^of Gody andthe ftower of God. Tto 
CAS« is the same still. The atonement is a 0tone qf 
stumbling to multitudes. Tiiey have various notions 
coaceming the nature and design of it, but none vUch 
are at all to die purpose of establishing the divine \aw 
and government. Many are far from being convinced 
by the death of Chiisti that God is holy, or that he 
k just. On the contrary, from his ao lomdng the woridf 
ihGf are led to eonc^ve he is not much emended wUh 
fellen men ; and that, do Tirhat they will, there is no 
great danger of his wrath. From his goodness, ziA 
forbearance, and long-suffering, through a Mediator, 
they are emboldened to go on in sin with hopes ck 
impunity. None but those who rightly understand 
and believe the gospel, are persuaded that God will by 
no means dear the guilty, by the sufferings of theii; 
substitute, his well belo^^ed Son. 

Secondly, Chmt is the end of the law for righteous* 
ness, in a peculiar manner^ to every one that beliey^ 
eth, as an true believers rely entirely on his righteous- 
ness for justification. They see, and $u*e fully satis- 
fied, that, as far as 'merit b necessary, there is enouf^ 
in Christ to answer i^ intentions : Titat is, a perfect 
mtnl o^ tongrvity i which is aU that ever was rc-» 
quired, or was ever paosaiWe. They see it is as con* 
gruous, as fit, as honourable and glorious, for God to 
give eternal life to all who belong to Christ, in rewardi 
merely for his righteousness, as it would have been^ 
thus to have rewarded the obedience of Ad»n ; or 
even our own personal obedience, had we been per« 
feet They are also convinced that nothif^g short of 
sinkss perfection can have any merit, even of con^ 
gniity, in this great affair. That a character irop^- 
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fiectljr good must merit coB^mBfttion, and can never 
entitle a person to justification before the. tribunal of 
Hkn, wkose judgn^enl is according to truth. Re- 
nouncing therefore all their own rig^hteotieneasea) a& 
JUi&y ragSf they rely akme on. the righteousness oC 
Christ for acceptance with God. Here they depend 
entirely) in point of merit, liot (^ly for initia]) but for 
ikial ^stificatiim. Thus did St. Paul himself, though 
formerly so strict a Pharisee, and ailerwards so enu* 
nent a Chiistian. ^* God fiofrbid/' says he, <' that I 
^ould glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." And again, << But what things were gain to 
me, those I counted loss for Christ, Yea, doubtl^M^ 
and I count all tilings but loss, &c. that I may win Christy 
and be found in him, not having mii>e own righteous- 
ness wlach is of the law, but that which is through 
the faith of Christ, the rightoou^iess wluch is of God 
by faith." These are the sendments of every one 
that believeth ; and they are the hearty sentiments of 
no one besides^ Unbelievers, if they seek salvation 
at all, seek it aa it were by the deeds of the law : th^ 
are tver going- a^ozit to estahUsA their ovm rightemimeu. 
li they admit a kind of preliminary conditional jusd- 
fication, without any deeda of the law, yet for final ac- 
ceptance unto eternal life$ they rely on personal merits 
c«i works of righteousness done by themselves. Chri3tt 
^ Alpha and Omega^ the beginttmg and tj^e endy in the 
affair of justifyiog obedi^3ce, to none but true bet 
nevers. 

Thirdly, Chiist is the end of the law, in a peculiar 
manner, to every one that believeth, as he produces 
in them personal righteousness. To make man holy 
in heart, and in all manner of couiveraationi was unr 
doubtedly one ultimt^te end of the divine law. .Thia 
Christ will &Uy effect in regard to all them that believe 
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in him. Thou ahalt catlhis name Jsst/s^ said the tifgei 
to Joseph) for he shall save Ids fieofile fromlheir sins» 
« He gave himself for us,*' says the apostle^ ** that 
he fhight redeem us from all iniquity, and purify uttia 
himself a peculiar people/ zealous of good works.** 
And again, '^Christ loved the church, and gav6 him- 
self for It, that he might sanctify and cleanse4l vHth 
the washing of water by the word, that he might pre* 
sent it to himself, a glorious church— holy and with- 
out Uemish.*' .But in order to be of that church, or 
peculiar people, for which he hath utideKaken this,' 
we must receive him as our Saviour ; and such recep- 
tion of him is implied in saving faith, according to the 
definition of the Evangelist. " As many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become the sons of 
G6d ; even to them that believe on his name.'* Those 
Ijrho believe to the saving of the soul, Itccept of Christ 
as the captain of their salvation, and he engages to 
conduct them to glpry, making them more than con- 
querors over siuy and all the enemies of iheir souls. 
They consent to be his disciples, and he undertakes 
to make them perfect in every good work. " He is of 
God made unto them sanctification^ as well as wisdom^ 
righteousness and redemfition. In him they have the 
most powerfiil motives io a fiatient contimiahcein welt* 
doing, and to resist unto bloody striving against sin,*^ 
Btholding in a glass the glory of the Lord, they are 
thanged into the same image j from glory to glory. Of 
his fulness they all receivcy and grace for grace. He 
hath instituted all necessary mewis for the perfecting 
•f the sinntSi and by the promised indwelling of his 
holy spirit, those means are made effectual. Eph. i." 
IS, « In whom also after that ye believed, ye were 
sealed with thiat holy spirit of promise." Thus, to 
every one that beliet^th, this end of the law,^ their 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



through the Sat^fhction of Christ. li% 

l^sonal righteousneftSf qr sanctification, is absolutely 
secured. But this is by no mesms the case urith respect 
to unbelievers. In regard to those who have not the 
faith of God's elect) none of the foregoing things are 
true. Of them he is despised and rejected, or else 
fdtogether unknown. When they see him^ there u no 
beauty that they should denre him. His doctrine they 
do not love, his cross they cannot bear, his command- 
nients are always grievous to them. They break hik 
hands astrndevy and cast away his cords from them,"-^ 
•They are dead in transgression and sin^ and walk ac- 
cording to the course qf this worlds according to the 
firince of the fiovter of the air^ the spirit vfhich now 
vforketh in the children qf disobedience. Hence, 

Fourthly, Christ is the end of. the law to every one 
that believeth, as belieters, and they only,, are deliv* 
ei«d from the curse, and entitled to eternal liie, 
through, his atonement and righteousness. This I 
know is disputed. But how it can be disputed, 1^ any 
who admit the authority of the inspired scriptures, I 
am not able to conceive. All those texts which speak 
of our being justified by faith, plainly imply that be«> 
lievers only are in a state of justificatioh. Nor can 
any thing less be implied in what St. Paul says was 
the constant tenor of his preaching, publicly and in 
private—" Testifying both to the Jews, and also to. 
the Greeks, repentance towards God, and faith to** 
wards our I-ord Jesus Christ" Undoubtedly he, testis 
fied what was the way for every ma(h, and the only way 
for any man, to obtain pardon and eternal life. And 
imless faith be in^iibly connected with salvation, and 
absolutely necesi^ry in order to it, what can be the 
meaning of that apostolic answer to tlie alMmportant 
question, What shall I do to be saved ? Believe oi} the 
Lord Jeeu9 Christy and thou shalt ke savtd. Unless 
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' unbelief wiil exclude from all part or lot in the talviik 
tion of the gospel, what oitn be meant by such solemn 
demands and assertions ias the following ? ^^ How shall 
we e^ape if we neglect so great salvation ? But if our 
gospel be hidr it b hid to them that are lost ; in whom, 
the God of this world hiith blinded the minds of them 

'that believe not, lest the light of the glorious go^fmi 
of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine into 
them. For as many as <are of the works of the law . 
are under the cui^se. Christ is become of none effect 
unto you^ whosoever of you are justified l^ the law, 
ye are fallen from grace," The meaning ef the two 
last mentioned texts plainly is, that those who expect 
justification by works, must stand or fall by the law of 
perfection ; and that such dependance on any legal 
observance, as is inconsistent with trusUng alone in 
the merits of Christ, cuts a person off from all inter* 
est in him^ and fro9i ail benefit by the grace of the 
gospel. 

But let us hear the great Teacher come from God*^ 
(he author of eterntU' salvation himself, on this import* 
ant question. « Verily, verily," he says, *' I say un- 
to you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on 
him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation ; but is passed from death 
unto life. For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten 3on, that whosoever believeth in 
him, mightJiot perish, but have everlasting life. Ht 
that believeth in Mm is not condemned : but he that 
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath 
not believed in the name of the only begotten San of 
God. If ye believe not that lam he, ye shall die in 
your sins. He that believeth on the Son, hath ever- 
lasting life ; and he that believeth not the Son, s^l 
not see life ; but the wrath of God idoideth on him. Ha 
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jt mto all the worldi and preach the gospel to every 
creature. He t^at believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved ; and he that believeth not shall be damned/' 

It is needless to multiply scripture proofs of that to 
which all the scriptures^bearivitness. If we mean to 
build our system on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, or of Jesus Chnst himself) the chief comer 
stone^ we must, I think, make it one of the first and 
most fixed articles of our creed, that true believers, 
and they only, siiall be saved. On no point is the 
New Testament more full and explicit, than on this. 

What rem^ins-is by way of in^rence and applica- 
tion* From the view we have taken of the subject, 
>e may learn, 

I. That the gospel constitution, according to which 
a man b justified by, and not without, faith, is found- 
ed in the reason and £tness of things. If any will 
not be convinced of the fact that^his is gospel, by the 
gospel itself, unless they can see the reason of it, a 
rational account of this matter may now easily be 
given. The three first particulars under the last head, 
are $o many obvious and weighty reasons, why he that 
believeth shall be saved, and he that believeth not 
shall be dunned. ' 

It is reasonable and of importance that all men, by 
some means or other, should be made to know that 
God is a holy and righteous being ; one who infinitely 
hates, and will certainly punish' sin. Believers are 
taught this by the gospel : unbelievers must learn it 
by the kw. To those in whom a proper impression is 
made of the vindictive justice of God by the death of 
Christ, there is no necessity that he should show his 
wrath in their own eternal sufferings. To those who 
get no reverential idea of God, as a consuming fire, by 
Chi-ist crucified, it it necessary that he should make 
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Vmiself known by terrible tbii^s in rtghtet^su^ss^p&r* 
^opalJy inflicted. If m^n will not 9ee> they vmx^t be 
made to feeL If the evangelical ministx^tion qf right- 
eousness be hid^ or will have no effect, the legal min- 
istration, of condemnation mnst have its course. If by 
Qod*8 not sparing his own Son, sinners^ instead of see- 
ing his wrath revealed against all ungodliness and un- 
righteousness of meui will be only l^d stupidly to con- 
ceive he is altogether such s^ione as themselves, some 
other measure^ must be use4. He mu9t reprQve 
them, and set things in order before their eyes, in an- 
other manner. It may be necessary, that he should 
tear tjt€m inf4ee€»i and ths^ th^ro^puld de n&np to d^ 
Uver, 

It is reasonable and of importance that n}!^ who ?ire 
^aved, should be made sensible to whom the glory of 
their salvation belongs, and not be left vainly to arro* 
gate it to themselves. For this, pipvision is made by 
the law of fait;h. Every one Uiat believeth clei^^y sees 
bis own utter unwortluness, and that all his salvation is 
owing to free grace, as the (»ily moving cause, and to 
the righteousness of Christ, as the alone meritorious 
ground. On the contrary, as hath be^ observed) 
every one that believeth not, builds his hc^es of the 
peculiar fevour of Xiod on personal character ;— oo . 
wp^s of righteousness which lie hath4Qne) or expects 
to do ; thus robbing Christ, as well as grac^, 4?f the 
praise so in{u)itely deserved. In a low degree indebted 
to our great Redeemer, some unbelievers will indeed 
acknowledge themselves. Thus far only, that, by Jus 
d^ath, he hath procured an abatement of rigOirous 
^W"-^ re^so^iajjle . abatem^it ; so thsut now» notwidv> 
staining oujr enfeebled circumstances foccasioned by 
the fellj we ra^ay humbly hppc for the graciou^i!u:cept« 
imce of Jheaveui if. we only exeit ourselves to^ tkcr ^t- 
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t6rtnodt, and do the best we possibly c&n. This best 
they mean tp endeavour to do, and doubt not God will 
be faithful and just to forgive unavoidable imperfec- 
tions. They think already they have done more than 
otbers, and expect distinguishing mercy, ^ince- they 
hfcve ipade themselves to differ. Now for God to justi- 
fy those who view matters thus, would be giving up the 
whole controversy in favour of the carnal mind. It 
would be to justify sinners, just as they do themselves, 
on account of their moral depravity. It would be to 
concede to them that fallen creatures deserve pity, 
rather than 4)lame, let them conduct how they will ; 
and that really there is little grace, in all the great things 
- done for their salvaticm. God cannot in justice to him> 
self, or to his Son, be reconciled to sinners, while 
they are upon these terms ; — ^while they only want jus- 
tice^ «nd to be treated in character, and they are not 
concerned. Wisdom, righteousness, grace-— every 
divine perfection requires, either that these imagina- 
tions of men should be cast down, or else that they 
should be treated in character^ and have ample justiSce 
done them. Hence^ with highest reason, thus it is 
written : << Behold all ye that kindle a fire, that com- 
pass yourselves about with sparks ; walk in the light 
of your fire, and in the sparks which ye have kindled; 
Thb shall ye have of mine hand, ye shalflie down in 
sorrow." 

. It is reasonable and of importance that every ra- 
tional creatyre, in some form br other, shotild be kept 
under the divine moral government. To discharge 
mankind from liableness to law, while they are in no 
subjecticm to the go^el, would be breaking alfljands 
{^sunder. It would l>e letting sinners loose, without 
any gukU^ overseer^ or ruler ; and without any thing 
to control or make them afraid. Such anarchy can by 

a 
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Ao me«nftbe4Dlerated, under the alH>etfect diMne «d<^ 
ministntUon. Ajg^aiiut such kwkss ^serty^ thef efore^ 
the grace of God which biingeth salvation effectually 
gtiar^i This great eril, which efee would atise from 
femisatoci of sins, is prcTented hy the^ gospel termsf 
^qfientance from dead worka^y alid Micving with the 
heart unto righteoumess. Every one is under the 
curse, till he is uinter law to Christ^ Nothing avaiisy 
ia order to an interest in the atonenofint, but^^d^h 
wfakh WoHceth by love. On this plan, no sinner hae 
Teason to consider himself safe ffom the wrath to 
eonie, but in proportion to tlie evidence he has that^ 
be is created unto giwi works. On this plan the j?e« 
stralnts oifear are not at all taken o£^ but in proportkm 
as lorve prevails, and casteth oiu /mr-^that love which 
U the fuifiUing of the law. On this plan, the unright-- 
eous shall not inherit the kingdom of God, because it 
is certain they are not the disciples of Christ. Forin 
vain do any call Kim their Saviout^ unless they keep 
his commandments. He will be the author of eternal 
sidvation to all them that obey him ; but to them who 
have not obeyed him, he will afford no shelter or pro^ 
tecdon. His enemie% who would not diat he should 
reign over them, shall be skdn before him. That 
such should be the constitotion of the gospel, was 
Becessary, that Christ might not he a minister of sin, 
but that righteousness and peace might be established, 
as far as his kingdom should extend. This was neces- 
sary that aUrestrainta from iniquity might not be taken 
off, but that, one yrvf or other, every soul of ina% 
should be subject to the moral government of God.«^ 
And to the fitness and propriety of these terms of the 
dispensation of grace, tmless w^ wkthe avowed ad- 
Tocates for the cause of unrighteousness, what cm 
weitt-reasoncrtyect. For^ 
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3«- W^ infer &6in the things whkh have been sald^ 
that the requiisuion of faith, leisens not the ^^f of 
free grace, nor of the ail'atiAVtidncjr of Christ ; hut , 
quite the reverse. Some indeed have supposed a difi- 
ficultf here, Hw» feith, or ai^y thnigel^ inut, caa 
be requisite, and available, in the affair of juatifiab* 
lion, without ^ing man whereof to glory ; m with* 
out detracting from the fulness of. ChriBt'ft meriti and 
the^reeness of €k>d's grace, ihany hare been at a loss 
to comprehend. That some nice distinctk>ii is necett^ 
sary in order fairly to get over this difficulty, the most 
who have attended at all accurately to the matteiv 
seem to have been sensible. But what the proper 
'distinotion is, £ew have been able to satisfy odters, if 
themselves.' To say, as^some have done, that fidth is 
not a conditioni but only the m^rumeni of justificatioii, 
it appears to me, rather darkens than clears up the 
subject. Faith is a conviction of the mind, and an 
Bct of the soul ; and cannot with any t>ropriety be oall-^ 
ed an instrument; Besides, it is phdnly that on which 
our salvation is susp^nded«-^hat without* which m 
trannot be, and having which we certainly shall be 
eaved ; which is the proper idea <^a condition, call it 
'by what name we will. It is, however, of the last 
importance that this diHi<!:ulty should be clearly obvi- 
ated. Were it impossible for faith which worketh by 
4ove to avail any thing, without lessening our depend 
anee on the righteousness of Christ, and obscuring 
the lustre of free grace, this would seem indeed a 
weighty objection against its b^ing supposed necessa- 
ry. But we need not invent another goefiely according 
-to which a man is justified vtithout fcdthy and may get 
to heaven without hoHnest^ that boasting may be ex- 
eluded, and that grace may abound. The only thing 
needful is t6 show, that nothing in us is required or 
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avaUable) as 19 any s^ise meiitorious. We may.di^*^ 
tinguish between a c<»2i;&'^'0n, and h menamou^ coodb 
tiDD ; a cotigruieyi and a meri^ of ooBgruky. This dk- 
^Qciioii applies in a multitude of common inatanees.- 
Something is often required to be known or done bj a 
person, in order to hb injjeriting an interest, or being 
the proper subject of eertain immunities and privi- 
leges, when it is not at all required under a notion of 
its rendering the person deserving, and is of no kind 
of avail in that view. That thus it is in the case before 
us, and how it is thus, may easily be perceived from 
the things now said upon this subject. 

We have not only seen, under the first head, that 
what our Saviour hath done needs no addition, in point 
of atonement, or of merit : but, under the second, we 
have seen that Christ is the end of the law for actual 
justification, to believers rather than unbelievers, not 
because of any worthiness in the former, more than in 
the latter; but for other reasons altogether. What 
merit is thefe in being ma^ to see the justice o£God» 
as displayed in the sufferings of his own incarnate So% 
the sinners substitute ?— Yet this is necessary that the 
divine character may be vindicated, in the eyes of every 
one who is saved;— In the next thing implied in siaving^ 
faith— being convinced of our infinite unwortkiness, 
and of the all-sufficiency of Christ's righteousness, and 
the sovereign frecness of God's grace— certainly we 
can have no merit here, nor has this any tendency to 
self-exaltation. The very reason why a right under<* 
standing and belief of these things are required, is, that 
pride might be hid from man, and that he who is jus- 
tified might glory only in the Lord. And what mighty 
merit is there in consenting to have such an one a* 
Christ for our Saviour, when, in the day offda 'flower^ 
we are made willing? Can this be so great a thing, 
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. in such creatures as we are^ as to deserve the remit* 
^on of all our former infinite ofTences^ and to render 
it no more than suitable that we would be immediately 
received as the sons of Godr and heii'S of ind mortal 

^ glory !— No such thing surely can be supposed. The 
congruity here cannot, by any means, be a merit of 
congruity. There is not even a comfiaradvc merit iti 
the believer, in many cases. Other things being equal, 
it is true he is a little more excellent than the unbe- 
liever ; but very often the man who believes to the sav- 
ing of his soul, in point of desert, all things considered, 
is ten times more a child of hell,, than thousands who 
perish in their sins. Notwithstanding he is so good, 
through divine gvace, as to consent to be saved, yet, 
upon the whole, he is a much greater sinner than mul- 
titudes who do not thus consent ; which shows that 
worthiness is not the thing needed, nor regarded.-— 
The congruity that every one who cordially embraces 
the gospel should be saved, does not consist in perr 
sonal excellency, but is quite frpm another quarter. 
By this act he puts himself under the care of Christ, 
who thereupon becomes surety for his recovery from 
all iniquity, and that he shsdl be zealous of good works : 
hence he may safely be released from unpardoning 
law, and be interested in a better covenant^ establUhed 
ufion better firomUesy in the hand of a mediator. Christ 
is guarantee for as many as receive him ; therefore to 
all such the happy privilege is given, to become. the 
sons of God, — In every view of the matter, boasting ia 
ejfcliided by the law of faith ; in every view, therefore 
it 4$ qfftdthj that it might be by grace. 9y a "ght un- 
derstanding, a firm belief,, and a cordii^ compliance 
with the gospel, the sinner is sunk down, in his own 
eyesi to his proper place ; while to the j' ather of mei> 
^ 02 
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oie9> and the tiU«8iifiieient Saviour of them who wcra 
fitterly k>st> is given the glory so infifiitely de^ervedL 
Christ and grate are more exalted^ and mail \% mece 
ttbased, than if retnisbion of tins and eternai life wer# 
f;iven to siiMiersi remaining in ignorance and unbe- 
lief. 

3. The things whieh have been said may help us to 
see, that there is really an universal door of mercy 
opened to 8inner89 and a glorious hope set before all 
without exception) for which they have infinite reason 
to glorify God and to be thankful ; the limiution in the 
text notwithstanding. Had no sui&dent provision been 
made for the salvation of but only a remnant of man- 
kind ; or^ were the terms of obtaining an interest in the 
covenant of grace naturally imfW80ibl€ to men, without 
that special divine influence which is given <mly to an 
^lect number, it W€nild indeed seem^ as «onM have ob- 
jected, that the ofifera of mercy could not) wiih any 
fitncerity, be made to the non-^lect ; and that it could 
-not be their fa»lt that they arc not saved. But neither 
of these is truly tlxe case. Christ hatii tasted death fur 
every matii so that no man need taste the second deathy 
i>ecause of any want of sufficiency in his atoneo^nt. 
He is^che propittalion for the sinsof every one that be^ 
4ievetb; and not for theirs only, ^ut also/or ike mm <jf 
^ht Hbhole Huorld^ He hathr^dcred all that 'Obediencei, 
«nd endured ail that su^eriug n^hicb the law jnade ne- 
cessary, in order to tl)e eternal redempitiour of every 
individual of the human race. By bis righteousness tht 
free g0 lo^^y come i^o* all aten unto Justifieaium^ un- 
4e»s it fee because they mil not^ or do not^ conie imftk 
him that ihck tnight have life. This is afmthfui sttying^ 
nand worthy (k all ucceptaticn^ thai Christ Jesus came 
iHfu the worlimo ttave dinners j tfte chirf of sinners j^-^ 
And what dodb the Lord <mr God require of us, in 
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iinrder to an interest ia. Chiist and in his Mlviitkm? 
Nothing naturally rmpossiblef Mirely, Nothing which 
would be hard^ were it not for an evil heart. It is bat 
4o understand what it mo^t plainly revealed— -to iove 
that whkh is obviousiy most eKcelient— 4Uid to do that 
nvhich is evidently most reasonable. As to knowing 
what we are to believe^ as far as is necessary in order : 
yto eternal life« were men willing to come to the knowl- 
edge of the truth, there would be no difficulty* A 
vet7 littie serious attention to the bible would be suf- 
ficient. There is no necessity of ascending high, or 
diving deep, to find the inledHble truth> the word is in 
aU your htuidsy in which it is fully made known.«-Nor 
woirid it be any harder to perceive the things of the 
spim of Giod, as they are spirii«ally discerned, than to 
understand them in speculation, were it not for the 
blindness of men's hearts ; their selfishness) pride and 
other corrupt passions. To see the hatefuhaess of sin, 
the desirableness of salvation, and the universal love- 
liness of the Lord Jesus Christ* would be the easiest 
things in the world, were it not for a totaHy vicious 
taste, whence wicked men coil evil gi^dyund good evils 
pui bitter for mveety arid smeetfor bitttT,t^^Kx^ as to 
doing what is required— 4>eing willing to be followers 
of Christ, denying ourselves and taking up the cross ; 
vDothing in this is impisacticable, or arduous^ provided 
we have any real inclination to be good. His yoke ip 
eatf-'^hh burden is UgAt^^hiA commandments are nu 
grievous. What (vod said to Cain, he may most justly 
say to every murmurer against the terms of the gospelf 
,as hard and impossible ; Why art thou wroth ? and 
wAy is thy. coimtenance fallen P ' If thou dost well, shalt 
thou not be accefUed ? and if thou dost not wUly ain iieth 
at the door. If doing at all well be our duty, t^ )t doing 
not well in any case be our mu^ it must lie at our own 
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door if we perish, or iail ^f eternal lite. No unbeliever 
can dispute this, unless he will assert^ ^hat dispising 
and rejecting Christ, making light of the gospel, and 
neglecting so great salvation, is doing well.-— A door 
of salvation is set open to all men.. fVhosx/cver ivill^ 
is heartilj^ bid welcome to take of the imter of life 
freely. Yet, 

4. From the limitation in the text, as explained in 
tlie foregoing discourse, have we not ' great reason to 
apprehend that many receive the grace of God in vain, 
and that, through their own fault, Christ will become 
of none effect to multitudes ? Such apprehensions, 
however uncharitable, are abundantly suggested in the 
holy scriptures. When our Saviour was asked, Lordj 
are there feiu thai be saved ? he did not assert thexon* 
trary, but answered and ^said, ** Stiive to enter in at 
the strait gate : for many, I say unto you, will seek to 
enter in, and* shall not be able." In another plac<J he 
says, ** Enter ye in at the strait gate; for t^idfe is the ^ 
gate, and broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, 
and many there be which go in thereat : because strait 
is the gate, and narrow is the way which leadeth unto 
life, and few there be that find it.'* And according to 
the account of the gate and the way of ssdvation now 
given, men must be exceedingly pressed, and very 
powerfully persuaded, before they will be disposed to 
4nterin at that gate, and to walk in itiat way. How 
many are perfectly careless concerning the world to 
come, and scarce ever ask the question, what they shaU 
do to be saved ? When the gospel is preached to 
them, they make light of it, and pay little attention to 
it. Their farm$, their merchandize, tiieir luxuries, di- 
versions and pleasures, engross their whole time : their 
bibles they rarely read, and God is not in all their 
thoughts. How many have not fuithy and take no pams 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



through the Satisfaction of Christ. 16$ 

td know what they are to believe ? How many are left 
to strong delusions to believe lies, s^d stop dieir. ears 
like the deaf adder^ against all arguments to convince 
them of the errors the3rhave imbibed ? How many 
say to th€9€€ra^ see not ; and to the firopheta^ firofihety 
not unto us right things^ sfieak unto us smooth things^ 
firofihesy deceits ? How many Vive far from righteous' 
ness ? far fom being zealous of good toorks f How 
many are disobedient^ serving divers lusts andfileasuresj 
living in malice and envy^ hateful and hating one anpm 
ther ? lit/ie curse which goeth forth over the face (^ 
the whole earthy even under the gospel^ be such) that 
every one that is unrighteous shall he cut off on this sids 
according to it, and every one who is se(f>righteous shall 
be cut off on that 'side according to it^ how few will be 
left ? Have we not reason to fear that the blessedly 
who shall in/ierit the kingdom of God, are, eomparative- 
ly, hut ti little Jlock P 

Were saving faith only a belief, that, through the 
atonement^ good men shall be saved on account of their 
own goodness ; and did this faith save men» only as it 
is a principle ©r moral virtue, or a motive to good 
works ; — personal morality being the alone real ground 
of distinction ^^etween one man and another, in regard 
toetemal life, as some have supposed ; we might, in* 
^ deed, extend our charity very far. We might think, with 
men of liberal sentiments, that, whatever men's faith 
may be, or whether they have any faith at all, they will 
be saved, provided only their lives be good. For if the 
enly en^ of believing the gospel were to ulake men 
moral, provided this end be obtained, no matter about 
the means. Yea, in that case, we might say. to the 
christian, Because thou hast believed the future things 
revealed, thou hast been careful to maintain good., 
works { blejSsedare-Miey that have ;M>t believed} and 
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jFAt iuiTe iBMntaified woodworks. Their vlrttie anci 
rtwiard must be greatei?, in proportion as their mo« 
ttvea have been less. 

On die other hand, were the faith by which a man 
is justified) only a belief that he is in a state of justifica^t 
tion ; and this without «iy ground, from scripture, or 
senaey or reason, moi^ than wiutt every man has, all 
which others have taughl^ we might well extend our 
charity further htiU. We n^ust conclude^ on those 
principles, that^ all men aie actually in a state of juistl* 
fication ; or else run iitto the palpable absurdity of sup«> 
po^ag that a thing before not true^ is made a truth bjr 
being believed. 

But very diflferentflsust be our appreheiisiom, con^ 
eeming the safe and happy condition of mailkind^ ae« 
iiordiiig to the tlnngs which' have now been advanced. 
The ^rue evangelical faith implies, a right imderstand^ 
ing and firm belief of the glorious revelation of G^'6 
vighieouB wrath against the ungodliness and unrighte* 
^usnesspf men, by the substituted voluntary sufiemg^ 
of his own incarnate Son ; it implies an entire depen* 
dance, on mere mercyr through the alone meri| of 
Jesus Christ, fpr aecept^ince vnto eternal life j view- 
ing ourselves as infinitely ^inworthy, aii4 the ^hief of 
wnnera:^— it also implies a cordial wiUingo^s to h# 
imved from our sins, and to be subject in all things tt> 
our divine Redeemer ; and its never- failing consc* 
quences are, remaining and increasing righteonsnesi 
and true holiness, in heart and in all manner of con«> 
versation. Every one that hath this faith, 'Shall be 
aaved ; and every one that hath it n^tf shall be damned. 
If, by searching t^ scriptures, we be fully convinced 
that these things are so, our charity must necessarily 
be very narrow and contracted. Though we woi^ 
£un hiqp^ aM thing% and belies all Uiiogs» fte far a$ the 
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wHnost bounds of ratiooalp^alolify ; fct we cQimot 
but fear it i& still the sad ease» that many are la the 
way which leadeth tON destruction ; and that Um find 
the gate, and are going in the way whkh leadeth unto 
everlasting life. 

5. Hence you easi ly see we cannot approire the verji 
extensiye charity of tfaose^ who bdieve that all man^ 
kind are in a state of grace, and wHl certainly be saved^ 
howerer nmch tlR^ may break the kw of God, and 
make light of the gospel of Chrnt Not but tliat n 
rery small deg]?ee of universal benevoteuce, would 
utuloubtedly lead any one most devoutly to wish that 
the tetter cup of never-ending misery, might pass from 
every soul of roan, if. it were pMsible ir-^^ it might be, 
consistently with the highest glory of God, and the 
greatest universal . good* .Not but Uiat we eiight un^r 
doubtedly lo prt^ for the worst of mc^, and our tut* 
terest enemies, that they may be saved ; and to do aH 
in our power to promote their salvation* Umver&»l 
charity is good, if it be u»ed chariubly. But we must 
think the Untversalist^ exercise Mid expi^sa their cha^^ 
dty, to destruction and net to ecUficatioii. . We cannot 
think that the likeliest way to save those wboaregc^g 
on in tlv^r sins^ is to t^ them they are in no danger i 
Nor can we possibly believe, unless we had quite ano* 
ther gospel, that the careless neglecters of the great 
salvation— the abusers of the goodness^and forbearancet 
and )ong-su0ering of God-*-the despisers and rejec* 
ters of a dying Saviour*— and liars, and tliieves, ai^ 
iniiirderer% are al) in the sure way to immortal happi* 
ness. How any who believe the bible, can believe thi^i 
we cannot comprehend. Yet such, we hdso*, «re the 
glad tidings of great joy» of late proclaimed by some, in 
the pulpits of Him who is the end of the law for righte- 
ousness : who, th^ fuppQse,.hatb so effectually put an 
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end toaH divioe lawrthat ertry Icfvet of iniquity may 
give fell scope to all bis appetites and lusts, with cer« 
tain impunityi Mid even without sin ! So they preach, 
and <so some of you, my hearers> I understand, believe. 
If this be glory to God in the Mghest j if it be nnfet 
conducive to peac^ on earthy and expressive of the great- 
est ^od mil tofoarde men^ so would we gladly believe 
«nd preach likewise. B«it to convince us of this, we 
want much more substantial reasons than any we have 
yet heard. • We are not satisfied that unbelievers areas 
safe as believei^s, excepting onlythwr present anxie- 
ty, merely by the fine story of a weak old woman, 
thrown into a mighty peoiic at hearing cannon tm an 
occasion of puWic rejcMcing.* That a sinner may be 
saved without the fidth of the UniverlsaHsts, as well as 
with, were that faith true, is too self-evident to re^ 
quire any grei^ parade of candor in them to own, or 
of address in order to its illustration. But that men 
^o know not Ood^ and obey not the gottfiel qfour Lord 
[jeiu8 Christ f are really as safe as the soundest be^ 
Hevers, and most virtuous christians ; not all the wit 
of man, nor all the subtilty of the old serpent, wiU be 
able fo give ftfU satisfaction to every one. 
- I have read several of the most celebrated pieces on 
the side of universal salvation ; but have seen nb^ 
thing in any of them that looks like more than the sha- 
dow of an argument in its support. Nothing that in 
any measure shakes the foundation upon which the 
contrary doctrine rests. Every way of a man U right 
in his own eyes. Theirs doubtles is so to some of 

* A story told by the famous Mr* Murry« in a sermon 
preached jaat before in the sjone place, of an aged lady who 
was frightened out of her wits, by the firing in consequence 
of the capture of Lord Com waUis ; insisting that the enemy 
were coming, and refusing to be pacified. 
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4hem« X^jT havenatufallf enatsgh been lediotoU, 
it must be granted, by i\it errors of many others, who 
iuive not carried their inquiries so fiftr, nor been so 
self-consistent. I am ready also to suppose, that the 
tendor feelings of humani^ may have had considera- 
ble infiuence with some, to induce them to belieire 
this seemingly most benevolent doctrine. However^ 
4f ai^ rational man who ha^ been leaning th^t way^ 
^iU candidly advert to the reasons and proofs in sup* 
port of the c^posite. opinion, even onlf as now par- 
tially stated, I cannot but think he will be somewhat 
.staggered. I imagine he must be convinced thus far, 
Mt least, that risking men's souls <hi the presumption 
that all win be solved, is going upon a very forlorn hotie. 
\j»t ;Q»e intreat such an one, not to endanger him- 
^f, or others bty presumii^ t^mUftond teaching men so i 
be siiire without weighing the matter well, and being 
jvary ceitsdn thathe is not in an error. It is better not 
ia have the honour of leading a party, and being of 
the foremost in singular discoveries, than tog-o down 
ia the grave wiih a He in fme'a right hand ; or to lead 
Qthei^ upon ground which will not support them, and 
be the occasion^ their falling into the pit, out of which 
there v^j. be no redeiaption. It is bettei" that men 
^ould.not laugh n^w^ than^hat they should mourn and 
yve^ forever mtd ever. If the doctrine pf universal 
falvatioQ be tr^e, alUhe^ood that is done by its propar 
gation, ia only preventing a little present disquietude 
to sinners, who are generally pretty secure ^nd easy 
already.. If it be not U'lie, the mischief done by thus 
encouraging them in carelessness and transgression, 
may be no less than being the means of their everlast- 
ing ruin. Not to mention the flood-gate to confusion 
and every ew/ worit— to the destruction of all the tem- 
P 
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poral hapiiiness of society, ivhich, vrhether true or 
false, is opened by this doctrine. 

But if the blind will lead the blind^ we must let them 
alone. Let me however intreat those who have eyes, 
to open them, before they fall into the ditch. Search 
the 9crifitureay my beloved hearers, v^hether these thirds 
he 90, Search the Scriptures which testify of Christy 
and in which he hath borne witness to the truth. If any 
man teacb another go^l thm;i ihat which He hath 
taught, believe him not. He may be a very moral 
man ; but hb doctrine is not according to godlinessi 
nor favourable to honesty. It subverts all moral obR- 
gation. He may be a man c^fine sense ; bat ^rea^ men 
are not always wise* Great men have' often been great 
opposers of the saving truth. Great men, from tire 
days of old, have sometimes said, \P^acf, fieace^ when 
there was no peace. Yea, the greatest of all fallen in* 
telligences, has from the beginning said, ^ Disbelieve 
and transgress with safety ;** Ye shall not surely c&>.«« 
Believe not this though it be no^ new divinity -^ h\xlk, 
most andent doctrine, and a doctrine of the great-^ 
Think not that neither the unbelieving^ nor the abowin^ 
ablCf not murderersj nor whoremongers^ nor sorcerers^ 
nor idolatorsi nor apy liarsy shall have their part in the 
lake which bumeth with fire and brimstone. Let no 
fnan deceive you with vain words. If the bible be true^ 
because of these things eometh the wrath of God upon 
the children of disobedience. 
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REDEMPTION AND ATONEMENT, 

NOT THE SAME. 



(From the Theological Magazint.) 



Bi 



BETWEEN, atonement and redemption, divines, 
as yet, so far as I have been acquainted, have made no 
distinction. They have always considered those terms 
as conveying one and the same idea. It is thought to 
be evident, however, that redemption and atonement 
are, by no means, ^convertible terms. This evidence 
arises out of the holy scriptures. Atonement is for 
fiin ; redemption is from sin. The word redemfition^ 
liowever,' in the third chapter of Paul's epistle to the 
Komans, and in spme other places, signifies the same 
as atpnement. But, in those places it is used by a 
figure, the effect for the cause. Redemption, in its 
proper sense, and as the word is used in the holy 
scriptures, doth not mean, the firecioua things^ by 
vrhich captives are delivered from bondage, but it 
is deliverance itself Sinners do not obtain redemp- 
tion through redemption, but through the precious 
blood of Christ : his blood is not redemption itself ; 
it is the piice of redemption. And it is through this 
precious blood, that believers have redemption, even 
the forgiveness of their sins; through this blood they 
obtain deliverance from eternal death ; through this 
blood ^so, they obtain the salvation of tlieir souls, 
i&ven ctemariife. 
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Redemption is deliverance from eviL And the 
Greek word, jifiolutrosisy which signifies redemption, 
is ubed by the writer of the epistle to the Hebrews, for 
deliverance. ** And others were tortured/ not accept- 
ing deliverance**^ Redempticm, in the holy scriptures 
sometimes means deliverance from natural, and someif 
times from moral evil, and sometimes it implies ex- 
emption from both kinds of evil. In the book of Job 
it i^ aaid, "in famine he shall redeem thee from death : 
and in war from the power of the sword.*' The apostle 
Peter speaks of redemption from dn;^ the apostle 
Paul means the same by redemption as the forgiveness 
of sin :\ and it is also spoken of as implying eternal 
Iife.$ These great blessings simply in atonement are 
not implied. This, however, will more abunduntlj^ 
appear from the following considerations : 

1 . " Christ died, not for a select number of men ontyt 
but for mankind universally, and without exception or 
limitation. The sacred wnters are singularly empliat- 
icai in expressing this truth* They speak not only ot 
Christ's dying for us— for our sins— ^for sinners— for 
the ungodly — for the unjust i but affirm, in yet more 
extensive terms, that he died for the world— for the 
whole world ; that Clirist gave himself a ransom for 
all ; yea, that he tasted death for every man.'* 

The Greek word for ransom, is, Jntilutroriy which, 
signifies the price of redemfition. The price of re- 
demption, therefore, is given for all men ; that is, atone- 
ment is made for the sins of tlvc whole world. But, 
that redemfuion itself i^ not equally extensive with the 
price of redemption, will appeaV evident by attending 
to the holy scriptures. A few passages cited from St. 

• Heb.ii.35. t IPet-i. 18. 

I Col i.. 14» $ 1 Cor. i. 20. Htb. ix. It. 
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lohn's ReveUtiofi, only, wUl be snfiicieot for the pre« 
sent purpose. ULe, speaking of the saintS) saith, '^ And 
they sung a new soog^ saying : Thou art worthy to 
take the book and «peif the seals thereof^ for thou 
wast slab> and ha^ redeemed us to God by thy blood> 
out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and na* 
tion." And in another place in the same revelation^ 
Inferring to the smnts^ it is said, ^ These were re- 
deemed from among meu.'* Atonement, therefore, 
extends to every kindred, and tongue, ami people, and 
^ Bation ; but the redeemed are gathered out of e\ery' 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation. Hence- 
atonement extends to all men« but redemption will ap». 
ply only to a number from among men. 

2. Atonement doth not imply the forgiveness of sin. 
Thi^i is evident ; for, when ail things were nutde ready^ 
through the blood of Chnst, and sinners invited to the^ 
go^el feast, the language not only of some, but of 
cveiy one was, ** 1 pray thee have me excused." 
These were undoubtedly impenitent sinners; they 
were those, however, for whom Christ died ; otherwise* 
it never would have been said to them, *^ Come, for all 
things are now ready.'' Kedemption implies, not pnly 
that thet^e is a way opened for the forgiveness ^ siQ» 
but it implies forgiveness itself. It implies deliverance 
from the dominion of sin ; it implies also exemption 
from the wages of sm. This is evident from the rea- 
soning of the apostle Peter, in his address te those to 
whom he wrote : <^ Ye know that ye were not redeemed 
with corruptible things as silver and gQld, from your 
vain conversationt but with the precious blood of, 
Chiist, as a lamb, witliout blemish and without spot."**^ 
This is the blood of atonement, which speake^h better 
• i Pet. i. l«i la 
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things than' the blood ot Abel. IhrtHigh this Uood^ 
eternal redemption coines l» sinners. Atonement 
iheiefore is the foundation of redemption, and not re- 
demption itself. The latter ii good enjoyed by men ; 
the former, the xihannel through which good eomctfe* 
Atonement proclaims libeny to the captives, the opeo^ 
ing of the prison to those who arc bound ; it opens tire 
way to the Ghamber of the bridegroom ; but- to go in, 
^nd/mriake of the marriage supper of the Lamb» is 
reserved for the redeemed only, « These are th(^, 
•which were nbt defiled with women ; for they are^ vir-' 
gins : these are they which follow the I-jamb whither-! 
soever he goeth : these were redeemed from ttmong 
wien, being the first finiits unto God, and to the Lanib."** 
Whithersoever the Lamb goeth, hin> aH the I'eiletmtd 
fDllow. But this is not the case with respect to all' 
those for whom atonement is made : for there arc 
some who " deny the Lord who bought thenn an^^ 
bring upon themselves swift destruction/* 

3. Between good men, and those who were rcdeem- 
6d from among men, the holy scriptures make no dit* 
tinction. Redemption, therefore, implies regenera- 
tion, in atonement the new birth itself is not impliclh 
It only renders it consistent for God to have mercy 
on whom he will have mercy. All the retkemed are 
cordial friends to the I ^ord Jesws Christ^ b«tthou««-- 
ands for whom atonement is made, are his greatest 
enemies. Good men, and redeemed men, mean the- 
samc. This is evident. The prophet Isaiah, ther^- 
&re, speaking of the way of holiness, saith, " No lion 
shall be there ; nor any ravenous beast shall go up 
thereon, it shall not be found there, but the redeemed 
shall walk there : And the ransomed of the I-»ord shall 
^return and come tp.Zion with songs and eT«rlastiog:> 
• Rev. xiv. ^ 
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\pif upon their heads ; th^ shdll obtain joy and glad^ 
seas, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.'^ Every 
excellesicy of character which belongs to good men, is 
also ascribed to the redeemed from among men. Of 
the redeemed, thei-cfore^ it is said, " In ihcir mouth 
there is found no guile ; for they are without fault be- 
fore the throne of God." 

4. If there were no difference between atonement 
and redemption, to pray for the one would be equally 
improper as to pray for the other. But it was a com- 
mon thing for saints of old to pray for redemption ; ye^ 
■we find none of them ever praying for atonement. It 
is true, however, that KataUage^ the Gi;eek word for 
atonement, is the same which the inspired writers use 
fcr reconciliation ; and there is the greatest propriety 
in praying that we may be subjects of reconciliation. 
Hence said the apostle, '* We pray you in Christ's 
^tead, be ye reconciled to God." It is evident, how- 
ever, that for reconciliation, as made by Christ, for the 
nns of the people, we ought not to pray. «< Christ was 
made like unto his brethren, that he might be a mer- 
ciful and ^ithful high-priest in things pertaining to 
Gody to make reconciliation for the sins of the pec^le." 
Now, in this sense of reconciliation or atonement, the 
Work is already completed, even if reconciliation, as al» 
exercise of our heart, doth never take place. 

Hence, atonement, in the sense of the word now un- 
der consideration, was completed when Christ rose 
from the dead : for " he was delivered for our offences, 
and was raised again for our justification." It would 
not be p^per,* therefore, to pray that Christ would 
make atonement for sin, because this he did while in 
the days of his flesh, by his obedience unto death. To 
pray for atonement, therefore, would be implicitly to 
pray that Christ might die a second time. But of the 
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propriety in prayuig for redemption^ we hftve examph^ 
from Uie best auibpriiy. The psalmist prays for m&t^ 
and redemption in the same seatence. ^^^utasfor 
me» I will walk in miBe integrity ; redeem me, and he 
Bierci&il unto me/*-^^ Draw nigh to my soul and cen 
d^mit'' 

The work of atonement being already finished, sa>d 
the woHc of redemption implying a, building, which 
God is now rearing up on the foundation of atQi^emeiitit 
prove their difference. . . 

. We i^e informed by the apostle, that believerst ar^ 
sealed umo the day of redemption.* The day of judge- 
ment) with the righteous, will emphatically be thc^xlay. 
of redemption. When, therefore, they shall see the. 
Son of M<tn coming in a cloudy with power and great 
glory, they will look up^ and Hft up their heads ; for 
ttheir redemption draweth nigh.f 

From the observatioi» 'which have now bee» roade^ 
we infer the following remains :— 

1. Not to- distinguish between atonement and salv^ 
tion is an eri*or. 

3. Notwithstanding Christ liasgiven himself a ran« 
som for all, yet none will be profited thereby, ex(;ept 
those, who, by a true and living fuith, are united tp the 
X4ord Jesus Christ. Christ is the living bread, the 
bread of atonen^ent, which, if a man eat, he shsdl live 
forever. But he who eateth not of this bread shall die, 
being destitute of wisdomi righteovosness^sanctificatioo 
and redemption* 

3. ^ Christ has given himself a ransom for all." On 
this the Universalists pretend to l^ild their scheme :. 
but, if the above distinction be just, they cannot, with, 
any propriety, infer universal redemption (aalvution}. 
from the universality of the ransom w price of re- 
*Eph.iT.30. tI,ukeMi.«. 
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delnption* Utuversal atonement therefore ts (^ot^sfst^ 
tnt with pafticolar redemption : it is also consistent 
vith the doctrine of election. • 

Atonement U the price of redemption. Redemp* 
tion itself is the actual exemption and escape from 
bondage. No one is redeemed therefore from the 
curse of the law, until he is united to the Lord Jesu# 
Christ. Of man, nothing k required in order to atone- 
ment ; ^ut, In order to redemption, or deliverance 
from the curse of the law, it is necessary that he be re- 
conciled to God, or that he receive the atonement. 

4. To distinguish between redemption and the o/t* 
ptication of redemption is improper. But between 
atonement and the application of atonement^ ther^ t$ 
the same propriety of di^itinciion aa between atone* 
ment and redemption* 



The jMmb of God, the Great Atonement. 



C Extracted Jrom the ISrv. John JVewtcn*s Messiah. J 

THE extent of tlie atonement is frequently repre- 
sented, as if a calculation had been made, how qiuch 
su Bering was necessary for the surety ta endure, in 
order exactly to expiate, the aggregate number of all 
the sins of all the elect ; and thai so much he sufTfredy 
precisely, and no more ; and tliat when this requisition 
was completely answered, he said, It isjiniahed^ bowed 
his head^ and gave up, the ghost. But this nicety of 
computation does not seem analogous to that unbound- 
ed magnificence and grandeur, which overwhelm the 
attentive mind, in the contemplation of the divine con* 
duct in the natural world. W \\tn God waters the earthy 
iie waters it abundantly. He does not restrain the rai& 



Digitized by ^OO^ IC 



178 The Lamb of God. 

to cultivated, or impro^eable spots, but, with a profu* 
sion df bounty worthy of himself, his clouds pour down 
water, with equal abundance, upon the barren moun- 
tain, the lonely desert, and the pathless ocean. Wiiy 
may we not say with the scripture, that Christ died to 
declare the righteousness qf Godj to manifest that he Is 
just in justifying the ungodly, who believe in Jesus ! 
And for any thing we know to the contrary, the very 
tame display of the evil and demerit of sin, by the Re- 
deemer's agonies and death, might have been equally 
necessary, though the number of the elect were much 
smaller, than It will appear to be, when they shall all 
meet before the throne of glory. If God had formed 
this earth for the residence of one man only ; had it 
been his pleasure to afford him the sj^me kind and de- 
gree of light which we enjoy ; the same glorious sun, 
whlchis now sufficient to enlighten an^l comfort the mil- 
lions of mankind, would have been necessary for the ac- 
comraotlaiion of that one person. So, perhaps, had it 
been his pleasure to save but one sinner, in a way that 
should give the highest possi'^e discovery of his justice, 
and of his mercy, this could have been done by no other 
method, than that which he has chosen for the salva- 
tion pf the innumerable multitudes, who will, in the 
great day, unite in the song of praise, to the Lan^j Wio 
loved thenij and imshed them from their sins in his own 
blood. As the sun has a sufficiency of light for eyes 
(if there wore so many capable of beholding it) equal 
in niimber to the leaves up,on the trees, and the blades 
of grass that grow upon the earth ; so in Jesus, the Sun 
of Righteousness, there is filenteous redemption, he is 
rieh in mercy to all that call nfion him ; and he invites 
sinners without exception, to whom the word of his 
a»lvatton is sent, even to the ends of the earth, to io0^ 
Wiio fdnif that tlfey may ie strvcd. 
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A DISCOURSE, 

Designed to explain the Doctrine of Atone* 
ment :■ in Two Parts. — Delivered in the 
Chapel of Bhode-Island College^ on the 
llth and 2Sth of November^ 1796. 

By JONATHAN MAXCY, D. D. 

FRKSIDENT OF RHODE-ISLAND COLLEGE. 



PART I. 



HEBREWS ,ii. 10. 

For it became Hmfor whom are all tfdng^^ and iy %vhonk 
are all thingsy in bringing many aon« unto giory^ t9 
make the Captain of their salvation fierfect through 
sufferings. 

X HE sufferings of Christ vere essential to his 
character as a Saviour. Without them the pardon of 
sin would have subverted the authority of the divine 
law, and have prostrated the dignity of the diidne gOT« 
emti^ent. For, if God should not execute the penal« 
ty incurred by the transgressor, if he should not mani- 
fest in his moral government the same abhorrence of 
sin that he does in the declarations of his law, his word 
and his conduct would be repugnant to each other, and 
he would afford no convincing evidence, that his law 
was a transcript of his will ; that it ought to be con* 
sidered as sacred, and respected as an universal inva* 
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riahle standard of obedience for all rational cj-eatures« 

One great and chief design of the atonement made hj 

the sufferings of Christ, was to impress a thoroii.gh 

conviction of God's displeasure against sin, though h« 

should pardon the sinner. Itiiras^ssenUal to acon- 

«klei%t .exerci^ frf* pard€|ni that in ^me visible^ 

jppession, God^s real disposition towards un should be 

n^inifested as clearly, fully and unequivocally, as it 

would be in the execution rf" the penalty of the law on 

the tran^gtessoc . Tbisdi^|K)silion,;vi:l|enbroifght|into 

view in some sensible maoifi&station, vindicates God's 

charajcter^fromaU suspicion] and fuUy lU^ooverp his 

attachment to the dignity of his government, to the 

rights of his justice, and the truth of his law. The 

sufferings of Christ appear to have been available to 

the procurement of salvatiofi, so far as they portrayed 

God's displeasure agdnst^fftn, an^ evinced the infinite 

value he set upon his own character and law. Hence 

it is, that the s<^iptiires safrequeatly bring into view:^ 

«u3«ring, c^uc^ed Chnatf as the 6nly hope of salya. 

tion. His ^l^iio^i support the dignity of God, as 

the moral governor, while he extends n\ercy to the 

guilty ; they present him in a glorious point of light, 

as the universal sovereign and proprietor, as (he great 

source fcom which all tbbgs have proceeded) and in 

which all shall finally terminate. It b therefore with 

great reason and propriety that the text declares, that 

«♦ it became him for whom are all things, and by ^hom 

are all things, in bringii^g niany sons unto glory, to 

make the Captain of their salvation perfect through 

sufferings." 

These words, by bringing into view the passion of 
Cluist, as essential to a display of the divine character 
in the pardon of sin, present the doctiine of atonement 
in a light truly interesting and import^t. For surely no 

/ 
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Mdog can be calculated more effectually to awaketi the 
solicitude, and mse the desponding hopes of the gvilty> 
than « prospect of forgiveness. Why God should re- 
quire sufferings and the efiiuion of blood as a pre«re- 
qiiisite to the remission of sin, has been a subject of 
much inquiiy, and to many " a stone of sturhbling, 
and a rock of offence." They have supposed, that if 
God would not pass by sin without an atonement, 
without full satisfation to his justice, he must be na- 
turally implacable ; that he has no mercy, because he 
punishes the innocemr fbr the guilty, and bestows no 
good wi^but an adequate compensation. Sufferings, 
it is true, can add nothing to the love of God to his 
creatures : but they may be, and it is hoped can be, 
proved to be necessary ta a consistent exercise and 
(display of that love. Atonement does not implyra 
purchase of God's mercy; it does not imply satisfac- 
tion to justice, as a cancellatbn of detit ; nor does It 
mi€v any obligaticki on jusijce for the liberation of sin^ 
ners ; for if it do, then sinners are not saved by for- 
givetiess, since it is impossible for mercy to pardon; 
where justice cannot punish. Atonement implies the 
necessity of sufferings, merely as a medium through 
which God's real disposition towards sin should be 
seeri in such a way> that aii exercise of pardon should 
not interfere with the dignity of government, and 
the authority of law. 

The sufferings of Chmt (pr sih characterise the 
gospel scheme, and distinguish it from all others. 
The atonement made by the m, adds to the chriatian 
religion its chief superiority, and lays the only founda- 
tion of hope for all who have just views of tlie 'divine 
law, and the moral state of man. All the doctrines of 
the gospel will derive their peculiar complexion from 
Q " ■' 
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the naoner in wliicli the ^ec^rtne of «toneni«it?u ^ix^ 
plain^ed* A auati^e here viU be pecuHarlf mjurioinjr 
and will infoUlbly lead imo ercorin eYeiy fart of divU 
nit^. Atonement is the great sun in the -centre of the 
ayatem. Slot it ont>. and yon are loat forever. Not a 
raj from any other qi^arter will ilart through (he gloomy 
prison of sin» to cheer its disconsolate inhabitants^ 
to disenthral them from their cfams, and^nlighteft 
their path to freedom and glory. 

The design of reveU^n is to unlbld thet true God 
toymen, acdag according to the piinciplesof hisita* 
ture. This God is just and mcrplful. iHciscfiaposed 
to punish and to pardon. How then, shall his ju^ce 
and his mercy be displayed towards the transgressor! 
without infringing or destroying eaeh other? God 
threatens punishment to sin. . Sin is committed. God| 
instead of puBiabing, pardons. Where is his justice I 
Where is his truth ? Where is the regard due to his 
law, hb character and government? If he punishf 
where is his mercy? These difficulties willbeebTiated 
by a right understanding of the. atonentent which 
Christ made for sin. To exhaust this important .siri> 
jecty to compreliend all its connections juid conse* 
quences, perhaps at present exccedsrall;huma|i capaci* 
ty. Enough of it, howeveii, x:an be kxu)wn M%d underf 
• stood* to enal:^ us to p^xeire itaexceUcncjit, and to 
secure our present and future felicity. As the desiga 
of atonement was to save men from the cur«e of the 
law, in consistency with the perfections and designs 
of God, the atonement had immtediate , respect to the 
law of God>tp.the moral state of men, and to the ultir 
mate and chief end of God in creation. Without 4 
just and proper view of these three points, all inquiries 
respecting atonement will be extremely defective, if 
not; totally erroneous. They will leave us, like an 
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iiopibted .8hi|;i» lifiverv by the imids over the pathlois 
pcean, 

• lu the subsequent dkcaursCf there A}re> 1 shall 

' I. Fir&t explain the nature of the divine lav, the 
mofid state of man^s^d the design of God in creation* 
U. Secondly) the mattery thev necessity, end the na*- 
lure of attmement. 
^ A few inferences will then close the subject. 

J I shall begin the first -dimion-of thi» di^^course, by 
iri(>«/.«^EspUdntng the nature of the divine law* 
Under this denomination we are .not to include ftU 
the laws given to-the people of Israel. For though 
these may be termed divine with respect to their au« 
thcMT, yet they are not all of a moral nature, and conse^ 
quently not obligatory on all mankind. For this rea» 
;K>n all the positive laws appertaining to the former 
dispenaation, are not included in $he phrases, << divine 
law," and ^} the law of God»" These are used by way 
of eminence, to denote the moral law, as it is promuK 
ged and epitomized in the decalogue. 

* ♦ The laws given unto, the Israelites were of three 
kinds, nu>ral, ceremonial and forensic. The first re- 

* Leges autem hs latse ncn uaias generis fu^runt. Tres 
omntno^theologb recensentur. Moralis sive decalogica, ce- 
remomatis, et poPtticay sive forensis. Scilicet tripHciter con- 
sidei-ari Israeikiciis populat potuit. 1. Ut cretune ratlonaleft, 
. a DeO) uti toipreroa raiione tam moraliter, qaam naturaliter 
dependentes. £t sic data fuit ipsi lex decalogica, quae quoad 
substantiam, cum lege naturx, homines qua tales obrig>ante,una 
eademque est. 2. Ut ecclesia veteris testament! ; espectans 
Messiam promissum, ct Ixtiof a per ejus consummationem tem- 
pora. At<fue eo respectaacceperunt legem ceremonfalem, qu« 
ostendit qoldem, noadum veniase Messiaiili, ^tsatisfactione 
sua, omnia conaummasae, fbre tamen, ut veniat et omnia fa« 
ciat nova. S. Ut populus peculiari^i rempublicam,.genio ac 
indoll suae convcnientem, habens in terra Canaan.— Witsii de 
Oecon. Feed. Ub. iv. cap. iv. p. 609. 
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spected them as ratioBal>accountat^ creatures ; the se>^ 
c<m^i as members of the ecclesiastical body ; the thiir^ 
as members of the political body. The two last kinds of 
laws were peculiar to the Israelites. They alone had 
the promise of the Messiah. His death and suffer- 
ings for sin were prefigured by the various offer* 
ings and sacrifices enjoined in their ritual. Hence 
they received the ceremonlat law, as an indication of 
the Messiah yet to come, whd being tlie substance of 
all its shadows, ^asby the sacrifice of himself to abro- 
gate its authority, and discontinue its observance* 
Hence Chrij&t, in the sufferings by which he made 
atonement for sin, had no other respect to the cere- 
monial law, than as he corresponded to its typical pre- 
figurations. 

The forensic taws of the Israelites were accommo- 
dated to their peculiar genius as a people; to their 
peculiar circumstances in the land of Canaan ; and 
were designed to form thevrhole n^ttionintoa republi- 
can theocracy. Hence it appears, that the ceremonial 
and forensic or political laws of the Israelites, were of a 
temporary nature, and obligatory no longer than con- 
tinued by the express injunction of the legislator. In 
ihii view, as they did not originate in the eternal fit* 
ness and propriety of things, they may be styled'posi- 
tive, in contradistinction to those which are moral ; 
which express the unchangeable will of G6d, respect- 
ing the oblSgatioii, the obedience and disobedience, th<^ 
Inward and punishment, of rational creatures. These 
laws, primarily flow fi-om the absolute perfection of 
God, and like his nature are sacred, immutable and 
eternal. These laws, summed up in one body, artf 
htj'led the iatu^ or law qf Gati. To this law the whole 
of Christ's work, in making atonement for sin, had im* 
in<;dlate v^spect. Without a just view of this Uw^ 
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tli^i^efore, the docirine of atonement cannot be under- 
Stood, nor it8 necessity and propriety perceived. Con- 
cerning the divtoe law, two things mast be particularly 
noticed. 

1. It contains aprescription of certain duties* These 
are contained in the decalogue, as it was delivered at 
Mount Sinai, and are all summarily comprehended in 
Ipve^ as the fountain from whiqb all real acceptable 
obedience ilows. Thbs Christ explained the law : 
" Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy hearty 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is 
the Erst and great commandment ; and tl^ second i» 
like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as ihysclL 
On these two commandments hang all the law aiid the 
prophets.*' Matt. xxii. 37, &c. Paul viewed the law 
in the same light, when he said, »* Love is \h4 fulfill- 
ingof the law." Rom. xiU. 10. No action, there- 
fore, either mental or external, which does^not proceed 
from pure love to God, can come under the denomina- 
tion of true virtue or obedience. This Uw is a delinea- 
tion of perfect rectitude, and was designed to govern 
the whole man, i>y inspiring right motives, and pro* 
ducing an entire correspondence between them an<t 
external actions. 

' 2. The second thing to be noticed concerning the 
law b, that it contains co;nminatlons of divine ven- 
geance agaitist ti^nsgression. W itiiout these, it would 
not properly in Jts nature have tife force and authority 
of a law. The langiiage o£ the law, cxpreiiSing the 
penal sanction, is, •' Cursed is every one who con- 
firmeth not all the words of the law, to da ihemi**^ 
Deut. xxvii. 36. This curae most unck>tibtedly is the 
just and proper punishment of sin. For rt is Incon^ 
aistent with the perfibction of God, to threaten a punish- 
ment greater or less than sin deserves. This Ia th# 
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punishment from which Christ delivers. Thus Paul 
^ays tip the Galatian^> << God sent forth lus Son, made 
under the law, to redeem them that were under the 
law." Gal. iv. 4, 5, That is, to redeem them from 
ks curse) as he explains it in another place. ^ Christ 
ha(h redeemed us from the curse of the . law> being 
u\jadeacurse for us*" Gal, ii}. 13. Let it here bo 
particularly noticed, that this commina^ion annexed to 
tlie divine law, is the sum and foundation of all the 
others expressed in scripture) and denounced against 
transgressors. Various threatenings a^e found in the^ 
the New Testament, denounced agaiastihose who re* 
ject the gospel* These threatenings express the reak 
penalty of the divine law. For ik> man can slight, ne« 
gleet or refuse^ t|Mi$ gospel, without violaung the laWf 
and incurring its penalty. That this penalty whiclf 
wili.be execiited on the impenitefit) in a future sts^c^ 
is emllcss misery or de&UUctionf appears frpm the fol* 
lowing {Mssages of scripture^ in Dan. xii. 3, it is saidt 
^' And many of them which sleep in the. dust of t!Vo 
earth shaU» awake, some to.everlastiog life, and some 
to everlasting shame and contempt" Matt, xviii. ^ 
^ It is better for^hee to enter into life halt or maimed* 
than having two hamis^ or two feet, to be cast into ever? 
lasting £re." Matt. xxv. 41, Christ «ays to the wicked) 
^ Depart from me, ye cursed, inta everlasting &re/* 
And in verse 46, ^ Tl^ese al>aU go away- into «veiia«^ 
ing pimislimenu" NUrk iii 2^, Christ say^i of hiok 
lirho blasphemes the Holy Ciio&t, that he is ^ in daof 
ger of eternal damnation." Puul says of those wl^o 
disobey Jibe gospel, ^. Who shall -be punished vt4tb 
everlasting destrucuoh/' The i^umshmeu' «poke& <tf 
in these words undoubtedly is the penalty of the law« 
for the law o(.ly can condemn «)d punish. Uet^ per^ 
haps it willbe ob}ected>tbat the punishmkent implied ia 
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these word& is not stricMy eii<lles8, since the word ever- 
lasting is sotnedmes appropriatefi to express things of 
a limits duration ; that it is not the nature of punish- 
ment to be endless, and therefore the term everlasting) 
when used to express its dura^on, does not prove it \m 
be strictly endless. To this it is repHed^ that becuu^ 
the term everlasting is in some instances used to de* 
note a limkecl duration} it does not follow that it is used 
so in all ^not even when-used to express the duration 
of things which would cease to exist if left to the laws 
of nature ; for God can perpetuate whatever he pleases* 
For all our knowledge of the nature and duration of 
future punishment, we are wholly indebted to tevelat 
tion. In this i^velation God has explained ^e dura^ 
tton of pimishment, and consequently the true penalty 
of his law ; not only by the word everlasting, but by 
unequivocal determinate phrases, denoting it to be 
strictly endless. This is^fuHy evident ftxmi the follow* 
ing passages, which positively determine tlie meMung 
of the word everlasting, when used to express the du- 
ration of futui^ punishment. In Mark ix. 4S, Christ 
says^ ^< It is better for thee to enter itHo lifo maimedi - 
tKan having two hands^ to go Into hell,, into the fire that 
shall never be quenched r where their worn»dieth not, 
and their fire is not quenched/* In Matt* xU^ 01, it is 
sak), *^ The4>hispheiBy against the Uoly Ghost shall not 
be foi^eft unto men/* In John iti. 36^ it is said, ^.He 
that believe th not on the Son, shall not see^tifo,- but the 
wrath of God abideih on him." Of tbe^^ame Import 
are all those passages which speak of those who are 
said to perishy to be rejected^ to t)e cast away«~to be 
lost and destn^ed* To these testimonies of sci ipture, 
fltfcertaining the penalty of the -divine law to be end* 
less misery or destriiction) let us add the testimony of 
reason. 
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- The law, whose essence ib love, tend:i Id its nature< 
to secure the highest lu)|>[>iness of all rational creatures. 
For if all comply with its requirements, if all love God 
with all the heart, and their neig^hbour as themselves^ 
what room is there left for sin or misei7 ? These ori* 
ginate not in an^ (ieficiency in the dirtne government, 
but in deviation from the divine law. In this God has 
discovered as much goodness as he has in the gospel. 
For the first tends^ to secure the highest happiness 
without sia, and the last to secure it g^fter the introduc*^ 
tion of sin. Whatever therefore is opposed to God'ff^ 
law, is opposed to his gospel ; and whatever kt)pposed 
to either, tends to introduce universal endless evil. If, 
therefore, endless punishment be not the penalty of 
the divine law, it does not appear that it has any pen^ 
alty. For whatever penalty God annexes ta his law^ 
must be just; that ib, it must be as gi^at as the evil 
introduced by transgression, or as great as the gloiy* 
of God) and the good of the rational universe, require. 
The greatoessof this penalty must be estinijated fronr 
the consequences that would ensue from an unrestrain-, 
ed indulgence of transgression, and the magnitude of 
tlie object agfdnst which the transgpest»ion is commit- 
ted. The law of God tends to universal good. As 
sin opposes that law, it tends to universal eviK Did 
all rationd creatures commit stn without any restraint? 
from divine interpositidn, all would i>e involved in end- 
less ruin and despair. Tbe law of God, which Ts as 
near' to him tis his own nature, would be universally 
Tiolated and contemned. For all these conse^^uencesf 
so dishoftotti^ary to God, so ruinous to creatures, each 
one conce raed ki - transgressbn m ust feel himself ac* 
^ countable. Sin is adieism. It denies God. It strikes 
at his government and character, and consequently at 
all good aiul a}l happiness; As sin Uiercfore tends to 
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ifttrodoce endless eyil, if punishments are to be pro- 
p6mk>ned to crimes, sin deserves endless punishment. 
Having explained the nature of the divine kw^^ con- 
iddeiing its precepts and penalty, I now proceed to ex* 
plsdn, ^ 

Secondly The moral state of man. By the moral 
state of tnan-, we are to understand, the state in which 
he is, considered as an^ accountable creature, capable 
of praise and Wame, of reward and punishment. Thfe 
suite; as^it respects all men in unregeneracy, appears 
from the scriptures- to be diaracterised by the follow- 
ing things. . 

1. It is a state of entire alienation of aSectimi from 
God. That is, it is a state in which the moral temper 
is averse, to divine and spiritual things, insens3)le of 
their excellency, and regardless of their importance* 
This truth is expi^sscd in scriptui'6, by ♦•being dead 
in trespasses and sins," « being alienated from the life 
of God, desinng not the knowledge of his ways," "re- 
ceiving not the things of the Spirit." The moral state 
of man in this view, does*not imply, that he does not 
possess noble and exalted capacities of mind. These > 
are not of a moral nature, and consequently not suscep- 
tible of depravity. Man, though destitute of all real 
holiness in the sight of God, though wholly sinfuPin 
all the exercises of his hearty still possess^ natural 
affection, gratitude, sympathy, and sensibility? desire 
of pleasure, and aversion to pain ; these are merely tho 
affections and propensities of his cottstitutioii, and be- 
long toother animus which are not moral agents.-^ 
Man's depra^4ty does not imply that he. is destitute of 
all the natural ability on which the propriety of the di- 
vine commands and injunctions rests.^ Ifbebenot-a 
moral agent, if he have not ability to obey, it does not, 
appear that he can be capable of disobeoience* Deity 
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win never censupe a bliod mftn for not seeing, Aof atf 
idiot for not being wise. He requires the exercise of 
«. Billing farther than thex^apaclty he bestows. AU the 
depravity of man consists in the wrong use of his nat« 
ural powers, and in lus unwillingness to use them as 
God requires. The preccsding d^criptbn of the state 
of manby'RiUure, iS'UiHf confirmed by the following 
passages of scripmre. CJen. vi. 5^ " And Gtid saw 
that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and 
that every imagination of the thouf^ts of his heart was 
only evil continually.'^ Gen. viiL ^l, ** The imagina^ 
tibn of man's hearl is evil from his youth.". Eccl. ixi 
3> "The heart of the »^s.o£ men is full of evil." 
Jer. xvii. 9, " The heart is deceitful above «ll things^ 
»Qd desperately wicked.'' Rom. Hi. 10, &c. ^ There 
is none righteous, no not one ; there ia none that \in« 
derstaudeth, there is none that seeketU after <jrod; 
they are all gone out of the way j there is none that 
doeth goo^ no not one.'? Paid testifies conceminf^ 
himself, " I know that in me, that b in my^ fleshy 
dwelleth no good thingv" He declares, that ^ the car* 
pal mind is enmity against God:" that ^ the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, 
for they are foolishness unto him ; neither can be 
know them, because thef are spiritually discerned.'* 
The conduct of men, in all ages and nations, fully ex« 
emplifica and Gon6rms these assertions. 

2. Andtlier thing Avhich characterises the state of 
man isy that it is^a state of g^ilt and condemnation.-^ 
This necessarily follows, from the consideration that 
\xxAU is in the disposition of his heart- opp^^sed to God 
and his law. ^ By the law is the knowledge of sin.'* 
By thi^ knowledge come g*»lt and condemnation. All 
men are luidcr obligation to ol>ey God's luw. .The^aw 
therefore lays its injtmctions.MpoQ^themrdemands obt*" 
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4^nce>aikd deiicmnce» pumsdaiient toithe transgresaoi^ 
<^Now we know>" &w^& Fmij ^f that wfastsoevcribiQgs 
the law saijirh) it sakh to ibem wiia are trndar the Jaw ^ . 
th^ ererf mouth may be f^opped^jiad die whole worid 
may become g^uiUy before God.'' Rom. iii.i9r * 

3. Aaother itliing^ which charactedses the* state of 
man is, a s^te^ of total impotency, as to the attainment 
of salvation. The tmth of this, appears from two 
eonsidera^ons. . 

1st. The law require mfiless^edience. It promised 
Hfe to the performanoe of idl its requrr^fnents, and 
to nothmg dse^ It» language is, << The man that ddth 
them shall live in them." ' But man has disqui^lified 
himself in a moral vie^^to do these things, since he is 
'^ tinder sin,^ and continues to conunit it while in an 
unrenewed state. A« man, tke«»efore> while a sinner^ 
cannot vender unless perfect obedience, he cannot )sf^ 
feet his own- salvation. 

2d. Beskles^ man has incurred the penalfy of the 
divino law. It stands agidnst him, "Cursed is every 
one that continueth not in alt things, written in the 
book of the law^ to do them.'' This penalty has been 
4emonstr^ed to be endlesft^uffenng. How shall man 
^ee himself &om it ? He can do nothing which can 
ren4jBr it consistent with God to'^rdon. He cannot 
keep the law l^ perfect obedienoey and consequently 
cannot be saved on that ground. If he undertake to 
endure its penatlty, he of consequence must give up 
all hope of salvation. 

. Having explained the moml state of mati, I now 

pcocdedi - 

3. To explain ^e design of God in creation. 

It is a mark of a wise and intelligent heing, to have 

respect* in M his ffcctiensto the aecomplishment of 

soxne end. This ciit:urostance princip^lydisiing^shcs 
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the actions of men from those of brutes. In all ope'-- 
rations pe^'formtd by rational beings, we expect de- 
sign, and an exact adjustment of every part to the ac- 
complishment of that design. When we look at the 
majestic works of God in creation and redemption, we 
are at once impressed with the • absurdity of even 
imagining them to have been made withoi|t a view to 
some great end. In these works we behold order, 
connexion, regularity and harmony. How these should 
have existed without design, is impossible to conceive. 
It is equally impossible to conceive, how God should 
make such stupendous works, without a view to some 
end exceedingly great, glorious and important. For ^t is 
inconsistent with wisdom to make great preparations, 
and to perform great actions, for the accomplishment 
of small purposes. If God have one chief end in his 
works, we may be assured that these works are hjar- 
moniously adjusted to its accomplishment. All God's 
works then must be considered as means wisely ar- 
ranged, and tending to . one final issue. This issue 
riaust be brought into view before the means of its 
completion can be seen in their propriety and beauty. 
Let us then propose to ourselves this question ; Why 
did God create ? Surely he was under no necessity to 
do this: For if he waS) that necessity must have been 
eternal, and the satne reason must have been assigned 
for the existence of thmgs, as for the existence of 
God. That reason God gave, when he said, " I ata 
that I am." God, as he is eternal, involves in his 
own nature the cause of his existence ; but this can- 
not be the case with any thing created. Creation, 
then, as it did not proceed from necessity, mu^t have 
proceeded from choice. The question then stands 
thus; "Was God's end in creation himself, or- the** 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Discourse on the Atonement. 193 

tMng created V^ The following considerations per^iaps 
will iissist us in answering this question. 

1st. Before creation nothing exterior to God exist- 
ed. The reason then why any thing has existed, otiust 
be sought for in God. That reason must have been 
his own choice, and if so, then his own pleasure, and 
not the thing to be created. Should it here be object- 
ed, that God made creatures on purpose to bestow 
happiness upon them, the objection proves this only, 
that God is pleased with bestowing happiness. If so, 
then God made creatures for his own pleasure, and 
not for theirs. If God made creatures merely for the 
sake of making them happy, why does he permit so 
many of them to be miserable ? We learn what God 
xileaQs by what he does, as well as by what he says. 
God has created all things, and in these has exhibited 
a picture of himself. But it would be absurd to sup- 
pose all this was done without design. 

2d. The next consideration I bring into view is, that 
it is inconsistent for infinite wisdom and goodness to 
prefer an inferior to a superior object Such conduct 
would carry the most striking marks, and wear the 
most prominent features, oi injustice and imperfec*^ 
tion. All creatures are as nothing, in comparison of 
the immense GOD. Collect all the powers and prin- 
cipalities of heaven, all the perfection of angels and 
virtues of men, all the splendours scattered over cre- 
ation ; collect all these into one vast assemblage, and 
they are lost before God, like a mote in the full blaze 
of the sun. Creation has added nothing to the real 
sum of virtue and happiness ; for these, wherever 
found, are only streams from the great exhaustles$ 
fountain. God therefore created with a view to diffuse 
and communicate in different forms that immense ful- 
R 
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Hess w])ich dwelt in himsclfl God must love and re^ , 
gard the highest ^ceilency indst ; but this i& nowhere 
but in himself. Nor is this supreme regard of God 
t» himself) as some have affirmed^ an exercise of 
selfishness, but of the highest benevolence ; for this 
consists in a supreme regard to the greatest goody^-r* 
BCit this greatest good is God himself 

3d. In the next pkce we may consider farther, that 
Ibr God to act with a supreme regard to himself^ or to 
the display of his tnie character, is to act in such a 
way as will secure the h%hest happiness of intelligent 
beings. For all true happiness results fronl the know« 
ledge and enjoyment of the greatest good. God Is 
the greatest and the only true good in the universe.-— 
It follows from this, that the more this trile good ts 
displayed, the more it wHl be known and enjoyed.^**- 
Consequently^ more hap|»ness is secured by a disphqr 
of God, •than could be by any thing else. God then 
must surely, in all^ his works, act with a supreme re*- 
gard to his own glory, or to himself. This is the uni- 
form language of scripture. God declares, " that he 
made all things for himself ;" that "of him, and to 
him, and through htm, are all things*** 

From these considerations it appears, that God**s 
tilumate and chief end in creation, was himself. 



PART II. 

HAVING explained the several things proposed 
Ml the first part of this discourse, concerning the law 
of God, the moral state of man, and the ultimate and 
chief end of God in creation ; I now procee<l to ex- 
plain the matter, necessity, and the nature of atone- 
ment. 
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Since it appears thut the ultimate and ciiief end of 
God in creation was the di^lay of bis own natui*e, we 
may mfer with ceitsunty, that this end will be kept iii 
view in the continuance and governnaent of creation* 
For if it be not, theft the arrangements in the divino 
administration are hot calculated so as certainly lo co* 
iacide with the altimate intention qf the divine will. 
But God " worket.h all things after the counsel i>f hif 
own will". Therefore, all parts of the great acheme 
of creation^ providence and redemption, will ultimate* 
ly exhibit a complete picture of the true charadtep of 
God. He will then appear in reality lo be the ** be* 
gimnng and the end," " the all in all." The obo» 
dience aB<l siiffenngs of Christ, ^s they are the medi^ 
urn through which tjrod's love of hoikiess and hatred 
of iniquity are seen% so they answer, as to the display 
of God's gloiy, M the purposes and more than would 
liave been answered by the endless obedience or suf* 
fc rings of all transgressors. Atonement, therefbrot 
by the death of Christ> is to be viewed as a oecessary 
part of God's great plan, and as possessing the pro^ 
priety and fitness of means for the accomplishment of 
an end. If we consider atonement, in a general view^ 
as that part of Christ's mediatorial work which renderh 
'ed the forgiveness of sin consistent with God's diarac- 
ter, it will comprise, as essential to its nature^ more 
than suffering, though suffering appears to constitute 
its chief and most important part. If grace were to 
be manifested, it was proper and necessary that that 
grace should ^' reign through righteousness ;" that is^ 
' in such a way as was c6nslstent wkh the rectitude op 
Justice of God. Whatever, therefore, would bring 
into view the character and law of God as effectually 
«8 the perfect obedience or suffering of men, must be 
considered as the atonement for sin. Though the 
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puDishment of the transgressor would have di^a^ed^ 
Grod's truth, and his hatred of suiy yet it would not 
have displayed his love of mercyi and disposition ta 
pardon. Btit all these are displayed in the salvation 
ef the transgressor} by the obedience and death of 
Christ 

Uuving premised these things, I proceed to ex- 
{daiO} 

i^ir*/, The matter of atonement, or that in whicb' 
it consisted. 

1. The divine law requires perfect obedience* God, 
in giving that law, virtually declared that it was goodly 
and ought to be obeyed. The sinner, by transgress* 
ing it, virtually declared that it was not good, and 
ought not to be obeyed. Should God in this case par- 
don, without manifesting his reg^ard to the law, so as 
to establish its authority as a rule of obedience, and 
to display his aversion to sin, his conduct would coin- 
cide with that of the sinner, and tend to the destruc* 
licMi of his own government But if G>od, by a vica^- 
rious or substituted obedience and sufifeiing, give in 
his moral government a ^1 confirmation and convic- 
tion of the goodness of his law, and the justice of it$ 
requiremeius, his conduct, though he pardon, stands 
as directly opposed to the conduct of the sinner, as if 
he should condemn the sinner to endure the full penal- 
ty of the law. The obedience of Christ, on account 
of the superior dignity of his character, honoured the 
the law, declared and confirmed it to be good, more 
efiectually than the obedience of all finite creiitures 
could have done to eternity. In Christ ** dwelt all tho 
fulness of the Godhead." As he had all wisdom and 
goodness, his voluntary obedience must produce a 
conviction that the law was good: for he could not err 
in liis judgment concerning it, and consequently, if h 
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hi6. been a bad law, he would not haire submitted to its 
precepts. The obedience of Christ, therefbre, as it 
irirtually condemned sin, and expressed his approba- 
tion of the law, so as to establish its authority as a rule 
of nghteousness, appears to constitute an essential, 
though not the principal part of atonement. Christ, 
as a surety, engaged to fulfil all the nghteousness of 
thjB law. To do this, it was as necessary that he should 
obey> as it was that he should suffer. The language 
of scripture is, ^( He humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross^"— * 
Pliil.ii. 8. The obedience and sufferings of Christ, 
in inaking atonement, were inseparably connected.—^ 
*< Though he were a son," says Paul, "jriet learned 
he obedience by the things w^ch he suflered." Hcb. 
V. 8. " For what the law could not do, in that it was 
weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in 
the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned 
sin in the flesh." Rom. viii. 3. But did not Christ's 
obedience bear testimony against sin, and in faTour of 
the law, as really as his sufferings ? Were not both 
essential to » display of justice and mercy ? So far as 
the obedience of Christ rendered the forgi^reness of 
sin consistent, so far it constituted a part of atone- 
ment. 

2. The great and principal part of atonement, and 
which the scriptures most frequently bring into view, 
was Christ's sufferings. These were essential to his 
character as mediator and surety. It was necessary 
that he should be " made perfect through sufferings." 
It was essential that he should maintain the honour of 
the divine law, by fulfilling it in its penalty, as in its 
precepts. Hence he said, " Think not that I am come 
to destroy the law or the prophets ; I tim not come to 
destroy, ^ut to fulfil." <* For verily I say unto you, till 
11 3 
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l^eaven and earth pas&> one jot or one tittle shall in tk9 
wise pass from the law, till aU be fulfiUecL'' Matt v« 
17, 18. Hence the sufferings of Christ were so far 
from dbrespecting or abrogating the law, that thejr 
<' magnified it and n^ade it honourable." One jot or 
one tittle did not pass till all was fulfilled. Hence it 
appears, that Christ endured the real penalty of the 
law in it» full extent and meaning. Without a pen- 
ally, the kw would have had no force. It would have 
been no more than advice. As the penalty therefore 
was essential to its nature, and as one tittle of the 
law did not pass till all was fulfilled, it follows that 
Christ endured the penalty of the law. This is fully 
evident from the descriptions given of his death apd 
sufierings. Isai. liiL 6. << The Lord liatk laid oa^ 
him the iniquity of us alL" " For the transgnes- 
sion of my pec^le was he stricken.'* " My righteous 
servant shall justify many, for he shall bear their im«^ 
quities." To bear iniquity, to be stricken for trans- 
gression, signify to endure the evU which sin de* 
serves. It is through Christ's sufferings only, that* we 
can obtain redemption and remission of sin^ Thus says^* 
Paul, Eph. i. 7y " In whom we have redemption 
through Ilia blood, the forgiveness of sins.'* We are 
said to be redeemed by " the precious blood of Christ."' 
When Christ's blood is spoken of, it is in allusion ta 
the sacrifices under the law, which were typical of his^ 
death, and pointed to that as making atonement. " It 
is the blood that nuiketh atonement for the soul.'^ Lev. 
xni. 11. '* Christ also hath once suffered for sins."' 
Hence the sufferings of Christ appear to have const!*- 
tutcd the most essential part, and some contend the 
wjiolc, of atonement. 

Secoiidly^ I proceed to explain the necessity of atoEie-' 
»«nU Why couW not God pardon without it,? Why 
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iiibuld he requite sufferings betbre he would extend 
forgiveness to the guilty ? Would not his mercy have 
appeared more conspicuous in remiuing the offences 
ef his creatures, on their repentance only, without 
exacdng satisfaction ? Is Deity so inexorablei that he- 
will show no favour until the full penalty of the law be 
endured^ and all his wrath exhausted I These diffi- 
culties will periiaps be obviated by the following train 
6f thought. . 

1. The government which God exercises over his 
rational creatures, is not a government of force, but of 
few. Nothing therefore can take place under this gov- 
ernment, that is arbitary, or inconsistent with the real 
SEieaning and authority of law. The obedience requir- 
ed of the subjects, is urged by the promise of reward 
to the performer^ and the threatening of punishment to 
the transgressor. This promise and threatening are pre- 
dictions of things io take place, on the concurrence of 
particular specified events. On one handstands the gteat 
Legislator, promulging his law, and enforcing it with 
the penal sanction ; on the other stands the whole system 
of rational beings, receiving that law as an unalterable 
rule of righteousness. These beings become trans- 
gressors. They incur that penalty, for the execution 
of which God's truth and faithfulness are pledged. 
How then shiftU God, Without executing this penalty^ 
inmntain the dignity of his character, and the authority 
of his law ? Not to execute the penalty, is to give up 
his government ; to repeal^ to annul his law, and to 
fail in the accomplishment of his prediction. . Hence 
it appears, that punishmeats are necessafy in God's 
moral government. They support his law, they deter 
transgressors, and manifest divine displeasure against 
sin. But why cannot God govern his creatures without 
ptmishments I This is the s^me thing as to ask why he 
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oatmot govern them without laws \ He can. He cao: 
govern them by force. But they will cease tobemoraly' 
accountable creatures* Laws then are essei^tial to 
moral government. Punishments are equally- eBsen*« 
tiai to laws. A law which has no penalty, or) which 
is the same, a law that is not executed, ceases to be a 
law. It loses all its force, and becomes mere advice ^ 
Therefore, if sinners are to be forgiven, it must be 
done in consistency with the meaning and authority of 
law ; for God cannot contradict himself. The legisla* 
tive and excutive parts of his government must coin- 
cide. Hence, if nnners are to be forgiven, something 
equivalent to the punishment of sinners must be done* 
in order to fulfil the real meaning of the law, and to' 
support government. Hence, in order to a con^stent 
exercise^f mercy, atonement is necessary on the same 
principle, and for the same end, that punishments' 
would be necessary without atonement. Viewed in 
this light, atonement is a substitute for punishments. 
It not only answers all the eods of these, but many more. 
If these were necessary without atonement, atone-' 
ment without these was equally necessary. If then- 
we maintain that God can exfcricse pardon 'merely on- 
account of the sinner's repentance, we must maintain 
that laws can exist in full force without any penalties r 
or that God can govern the moral system l>y laws, 
without carrying them into execution. A greater abr: 
surdity than this cannot be conceived. 

2. Atonement will appear necessary, if we con- 
sider it in the propriety of means adapted to the ac- 
complishment of an end. The great plan which God ' 
has adopted for the existence, government, and final 
state of rational creatures, is undoubtedly the best pos- 
sible, and will ultiniately terminate in the highest and' 
most noble purpose. To suppose the contrary, is to 
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luppose itnperfectioiv in Deity. For the priesent plan 
has been brought into (^ration hj infinite wisdom^ 
vhioH must discern and choose the best ; by infinite 
goodnesS) inrhich must prompt the best ; by infinite 
power, which can execute the best Of consequence, 
every part of this great- pUn must be so arranged, as 
directly to conduce to the highest ultimate end of the 
whole. This end has been shewn to be God himself 
or the display of his glory. Atonement, considered 
in relation to the moral state of nqan, and the display 
of God's mercy, in saying him from that state, ap* 
pears indispensably necessary. Unless God's mercy 
be displayed, bis character will not appear to his crea- 
tures in its full gbry ; and consequently the highest 
happiness of the system will not be secured. If the 
dbplay of mercy be necessary, atonement is necessa- 
ry, Mercy appears great in proportion to the great- 
ness of the danger, misery or ruin, from which it de- 
livers. The moral state of man has been shewn to be 
a state of the greatest danger, a state of condemna* 
lion and total ruin. Atonement implies an acknpw* 
ledgment of that state as it really b^ and of the per* 
feet justice of God, should he leave man in it without 
any prospect of relief. Atonement, therefore, is the 
only thing which presents salvation as an act of real 
grace, and brings into view God, plenteous in mercy. 
All the glory that will ultimately redound to God, 
from the salvation of sinners, will arise through atone- 
ment, as the great nieans by which God will accom- 
plish the high and ultimate end of creation. Atone- 
ment was necesary, therefore, to the perfection of 
God's great plan* 

3. The necessity of atonement appears from the con- 
sideration, that atonement has been made, and from 
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Uie irttqueut mciiu^n oi ii ii| tiie ttGiiptuies as the ep}jr 
groaiH) on whicb w« can obtain Salvation. ltitiV«i^ 
iwreationable to suf^se tii&t Christ would Inive dle^ 
for sint uplessiiisckatti had been absohitely necessary* 
Ju a y\»vi o( this apu|zing suilferin^s lie was about to 
eD;iaiie,.he {>raye#tp^ his F$Kher$ atiying, ^^ If thou !)« 
twilling, remoire this ciip from . me" IfUke xxii. 4S« 
liaiKnoc his death been nece^sary^ this prayer Wimid 
oadoubtedly 1^1^ been answered. But without Hii 
deat^ neither tlie salvation of men could h^ve bee^ 
offectttd^ nor the glory of Goii displayed. Ht^nce ChrisI 
««^ ^^ Otight not ChriHt to have, suffered these tilings V* 
^ As Moses lifted up the serpent. in the wildei^iess, s4 
Q^iist the Son of Mtrn be lifted up " Paul says, >*^ W ith* 
0Ut shedding of bioud b no remission/' In LelriticUl 
it is said) ^* It is the blood that maketh atonement for 
;tbe soul," xvit. 1 1 . Christ at the institufiot) of thf 
AUppersald, " This is my blood of the New Te«tar 
ment^ which is shedior m^^ny for the remission of skis.** 
Paul says, «^ AVe me justified by his tetood." '^ In 
whom we hav^tedempdon thix>Ugh his blood? th^ iotf 
giveness of sing." ^ Who bis own self i>are our sm$ 
in his own body on the tree." The redeemed arc re» 
presented as siting, >' Thou wast slain, and bast re* 
deemed us to God by thy bkw^" Rev. v. 9. Yet Wf 
^re assured that " there is no other name given unde? 
heaven among men whereby we must be saved." If 
these expressions do not- point out the necessity of 
Christ's sufferitigs to make atonement tor sin^it isim^ 
possible for language to point it out 

Thirdly, I now proceed to explain the native rf 
atone i](ient. 

The limits to which I am necessarily confine^ in this 
discourse, forbid me to enter into a full. and exten«v# 
discussion of this part of the subject. I shall therefore 
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iSonfine tnyseit ta the solution of what appearn most 
embari-assing, iind difficult to be understood. The na- 
tUi^ of atonement has in some degree, and linavoidably 
so, been brought into view m the preceding^ parts of 
Uiis discourse* Whatl propose to illustrate under 
this head is comprised in the following propositions :— 
That the nature of atonement was such, that though it 
rendered full satisfaction to justice, yet it inferred no 
obligation on justice for the deliverance of sinnera, but 
left their deliverance an act of pure grace. This will 
doubtless bfe^ considered by many as a great absurdity 
and positive contradiction. For how can Rill atone- 
ment for «in be consistent with forgiveness ? If Christ 
has paid the debt for sinners, if he has given himself H 
ransom, if he has purchased tHem, how can they be 
said to be pardoned, or delivered by grace ? If an 
equivalent price be paid for their redemption, may 
they not on the ground of justice demand salvation ? 
How can thoso be subjects of forgiveness who owe no- 
thing? If Christ has paid the^eht, will it not be in- 
justice to exact it again of the sinner ? A man is ar- 
rested for debt, and thrown into prison. Property is 
demanded for the discharge of hb obligation- Pro- 
perty is advanced by a third person. The creditor re- 
ceives it. Is not the debt paid ? Can the creditor in 
justice demand any thing farther of the debtor ? May 
not the debtor on the foot of justice demand deliverance 
from prison ? May he not demand his obligation, since 
it is cancelled by the property advanced ? Is not the 
creditor bound by justice to comply with these de- 
mands? Would not a refusal to comply be deemed 
dishonesty, injustice and cruelty ? I'he cteditor com- 
plies. But does he show any grace or favour to the 
debtor? Does he treat the debtor more favourably 
than he ought to treat hini ? Does he do any thing 
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more thsm he dug^ht to do, or more than the debtor has 
a right to demand ? The creditor exclaims, ** 1 have 
treated this man with so mucb mercy and favour, tl^at 
I gave him up his obligation when he had paid 4hp 
whole sum for which it was given." Who does not 
perceive the absurdity of this ? Thus it may be ob- 
jected, that full atonement for sin is inconsistent with 
forgiveness. But the scripture insists on full atone* 
ment, and yet every where holds up the deliverance 
of sinners as an act of pure ]grace. This is a gordian 
knot in divinity. Let us not by violence cut it asunder, 
but attempt fdrly to untie it. 

Before we proceed, it may not be improper to ob- 
serve, that the greatest difficulty with which this part 
of the subject is embarrassed, appears to have origina- 
ted in the want of an accurate definition of justice and 
grace. Theologians have said much about these, yet 
few have defined them with sufficient accuracy to ren- 
der them intelligible, or make them appear consistent. 

I sliall therefore. 

Firsts explain the meaning of the word grace. 

Secondly i the meaning of the word justice. 

TMrdly^ apply these explanations to ifiis part of the 
subject, with a view to solve the difficulty with which 
it is embarrassed. 

JFirat, What are we to understand by the word 
grace? 

We arc to understand by it fhe exercise of favour, 
and consequently the bestowment of good where evil 
is deserved, and may in justice be inflicted. Where 
there is no exposure to evil, there is no room for the 
exercise of grace. He who is not guilty is not a sub- 
ject of pardon. He who does not deserve punishment 
cannot he said to be freed from it by an act of favour. 
Grace therefore always implies, that the subject of it 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Discourse on the AtonemenU 205^ 

is unworthy, and would have no reason to complain j if 
all the evil to which he is exposed wereinflicted on him. 
Grace will appear great according to the view which 
the sinner has of his own ill desert, and the conscious- 
ness he possesses of the punishment or evil from which 
he is delivered. Grace and justice arc opposite in their 
nature. Grace gives ; justice demands. Their prov- 
inces are entirely separate. Though they are united^ 
yet they are not blended in man's salvation. Hence 
that reifiarkable passage in Rom. xi. 6 ; " If by grace, 
then it is no more of works, otherwise grace is no more 
grace. But if it be of works, then it is no more gracej 
otherwise work is no more work." 

Secondly. What are we to understand by the word 
justice ? It assumes three denominations ;— commu- 
tative, distributive, and public. 

1. Commutative justice respects property only.* "It 
consists in an equal exchange of benefits," or in re- 
storing to every man his own.. 

2. Distributive justice respects the moral character 
of men. It respects them as accountable creatures, 
obedient or disobedient. It consists in ascertaining 
their virtue and sin, and in bestowing just rewards, or 
inflicting just punishments. 

3. Public or general justice, respects what is fit or 
light, as to the character of God, and the good of the 
universe. In this sense, justice comprises all moral 
goodness, and properly means the righteousness or rec- 
titude of God, by which all his actions ai^ guided, with 
a supreme regard to the greatest good. Justice^ con- 
sidered in this view, forbids that any thing should take 
place in the great plan of Godj which would ts^nush 
his glory, or subvert the authority of Ms law, 

• See Doddridge^s Lectures, p 190 ; and also Dr. Edwards' 
third sermon, preached at New-Haven, 1735. 
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Thirdly, Let us now api^ tliese escplanaUons to the 
sdution of the diB&cuHy under conidderation. 

1. Did Christ satisfy commuiatiye justice? Cer- 
tainly not. Commutative justice had no concern in bi^ 
svifienngs. Men had taken no property from God, and 
consequently were under no obligation to restore any. 
But do not the scriptutes represent Christ as giving 
himself a ransom} and as buying his peqple with a price ? 
They do. They also represent men, while under the 
ipfiuence of sin^ as prisoners, slaves, captives. These 
QXpres^ons lore all figurative, borrowed from liensible 
to express moral or spiritual things, and therefore are 
not to be explained as if literally true. If we say that 
Christ hath redeemed us, that he has bought us, that 
he has paid the debt and discharged us-^if we have 
any consistent meaning, it must be this : That in con- 
sequence of what Christ has done, we are delivered 
from sin, in as great a consistency yfMx justice^ as a 
debtor is delivered from bis obligatiim, or the demsteds 
of law, when his debt is psud. That is, God ex- 
tends pardon in such a way, through Cbristj that he 
does not injure the authority of his law, but supports 
i^ as effectually as if he inflicted punishment. 

2. Did Christ satisfy distributive justice ? Certainly 
not : Distributive justice respects personal character 
only. It condemns men because they are sinners, and 
rewards them because they are righteous. Their good 
Off ill desert are the only ground on which distributive 
or moral justice respects them. But good and ill de- 
sert are personal. They imply consciousness of praise 
or blame, and cannot be transferred or altered, so as to 
render the subjects of them more or less worthy. 
What Christ did, therefore, did not take ill desert from, 
men, nor did it place thero in such a situation that God 
would act unjustly to punbh them according to their 
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deeds. If a man has skuied, it wilt always rtmain a 
truth that he has sinned, and that according to distil 
butive justice he deserves punishment. In this sense 
justice admits the condemnation of Paul' as much as it 
does of Ju<las. The salvation of the IbirmeK is secure^ 
and his condemnation ren^red impossible by another 
consideration. 

3. Did Christ satisfy public justice ? Undoubtedly 
he did. This is evident fro«i what has already been 
advanced respecting the necessity of atonement, m or- 
der to a consistent eitercise of mercy. Christ's sulTeiN 
ings rendered it right and fit, with respect to God's 
character and the good of the universe, to forgive sin. 
The atonement made by Christ presented the Iaw» the 
nature of sittf and the displeasure of God against it, in 
such a light, that no injury would accrue to the moral 
system, no imputation would be against the righteous** 
ness of the great Legislator, though he should forgive 
tiie sinner, and instate him in eternal felicity. Perfect 
justice therefore is done to the universe, though aU 
transgvessprs be not punished according to their per* 
sonal demerit. The death of Christ therefore is to be 
con^dered as a great, important, and pubfic transac* 
tioD, respecting^ God and the whole ^stem of rational 
beings. Public justice requires, that neither any of 
these be injured, nor the character and government of 
the great Legislator disrespected, by the pardon of 
any. In these respects public justice is perfectly sa- 
tisfied by the death of Christ. This is evident from 
the following passages of scripture. Rom. iii. 21 ; " But 
now the righteousness (rectitude or justice) of God is 
manifested witlu>ut the law, being witnessed by the 
law." Before the introdiw^tion of these words, the 
apostle hsid demonstrated, that the whole world, Jews 
and Gentiles, were all under sin and condemnation. 
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." Now," says he, " we know that whatsoever things^ 
the law saiih, it saith to them that are under the law, 
that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world 
become guilty before God." AH, if treated according 
to distributive justice, must be found guilty and con- 
demned. " Therefore," says Paul, " by the deeds of 
the law shall no flesh be justified." How, then, it might 
be inquired, can any be justified, and yet God not give 
up his law, but appear perfectly righteous and just? 
The answer follows. " By the righteousness of God, 
which is manifested without the law, being witnessed 
by the law," Rom. iii. 2 1 . That is, the righteousness 
or justice of God, with respect to himself and the uni- 
verse, is clearly manifested, though he do not execute 
the law, as to distributive justice, on transgressors, but 
pardon and save them. This is so far from beings con* 
trary to the law, that it is witnessed by the law. For 
the sufferings of Christ demonstrate, that God na more 
gives up the penalty of the law, than if he should in^ 
fiict it on the original transgressor. The righteousness 
or justice manifested in this way is through Christ ; 
" wJiom," says Paul, *' God hath set forth to be a pro- 
pitiation, through faith in his blood." For what end? 
« To declare his righteousness for the remission of 
sins." " To declare at this time his righteousness 
(for this purpose) that he might be just, and the justi- 
fier ©f him that believeth in Jesus," Rom» iiil 25, 26r. 
Hence it is said, " Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believeth," Rom. x. 4. 
That is, the end of the law is as fully answered in the 
salvation of men by Christ, as it would have been iiT 
they had never transgressed, but had obtained life by 
perfect obedience. It is szdd, " If we confess our sins, 
he is just to forgive us our sins," I John, i. 9. He is 
just to himself, to his law, to the universe. God styles 
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himself ^ a just God, and a Saviour." Is. xlv. 31. 
lience justice and mer<^ harmonize in man's salva- 
^on. 

From the preceding statement of the nature of grace 
and justice, it appearsi 

I^rsfy That atonement^ and consequ^mly the par- 
don of un^ have no reject to commutative justice. 

Secondly^ That the sufferings of Christ did not satisfy 
distributive justice^ since that respects personal charac- 
ter only ; and therefore, with respect to distributive 
justice, salvation is an act of perfect grace. 

Thirdly^ I'bat Christ's sulTeringd satisfied public 
justice ; and therefore, with respect to public justice, 
salvation is an act of perfect justice. 

Thus the seeming inconsistency betveeen full atone- 
ment for sin, and pure grace in salvation, vanishes and 
disappears. The system of redemption rises into viel»r 
like a magnificent edifice, displaying the greatest order, 
proportion and beauty. 

Having advanced what I proposed, respecting the 
matter, the necessity and the nature of atonement, I 
$ha11 conclude ^ith a few inferences. 

1. From the preceding discourse may be inferred, 
the indissoluble connection between the doctrine of 
atonement and the divinity of Chnst. For it has been 
demonstrated, that the penahy of the law is endless 
misery, and that that penalty was, in its full extent and 
meaning, endured by Christ, in order to a consistent 
exercise of mercy. No finite created being could, in 
a limited lime, endure the full penalty of the law in 
any respect. Yet we are assured, that Christ endured 
it when " he was made a curse.** As be comprised in 
his divine nature an infinite quantity of existence, he 
eould in a limited Ume endure a punishment whfch 
to a creature would be endless. This docs not imply 
S2 
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thut tlie divine nature suffered. This was imposiuble. 
In this nature consisted the personality of Christ, A* 
he took into union with it the human nature, he po^ 
sessed a perfect consciousness of the oneness of that 
nature with himself. Hence the sufferings of the hu- 
jnan nature derive all their worth and value from the 
divine nature. The divinity of Christ, therefore, wa^ 
essential to.atonement, and was the only consideration 
that made liis sufferings answer all the ends of mor^ 
government, so as to render the salvation of sinners 
consistent or possible. It is unreasonable to suppose, 
that the Son of God would have been sent to effect the 
."Work of redemption, if it could have been effected by 
a mere creature ; yet we are assured, that the "word 
tliftt was God** " was made flesh." Hence, those who 
entertain snch an opinion of the law of God« and the 
moral state of man, as to see no need of atonement, 
reject the divinity of Christ. But so long as atone- 
ment shall appear necessary, so long tlie doctrine of 
Christ's divimiy must be admitted, and so long it will 
appear essential to Christianity. , 

2. From the preceding statement of the doctrine of 

aU>nement,* we infer the erroneousness of that scheme 

©f salvation which represents Christ suffering on th^ 

, ground of distributive justice. If justice could d^- 

. inand bis sufferings, he was treated accoi'ding to his 

, own personal character, and of consequence his suf* 

ferings hail no more merit than the sufferings of a 

;.transgressor. If these were jiist, in the same sense 

tliat those of the sinner would be just, he endured no 

more than he ought to endure* His death, therefore, 

on this plan, made no atonement for sin* Besides, to 

i*epreseftt Chrbt's sufferings to be the same as those 

of his people, is to destroy all grace in salvation. For 

if in him they have endured all to which they were 
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vxposed) from what are tiiey delivered ? In what re- 
spect are they forgiven ? 

3. If the preceding account of the law of God ami 
the doctrine of atonement be true, we infer the erro- 
neousness and absurdity of that scheme, which repre- 
sents the punishments of a futuj^e state to be discip- 
linary, and designed wholly for the good of the suffer- 
ers. According to the scriptures, there is an exact 
distribution of punishments in the next woild. Those 
who suffer are represented " receiving according to 
that they have dope," '* being rewarded according to 
their deeds.'* If so, they are treated according to 
law. For as this is the true measure of holiness and 
sin, this alone ascertains the merit and demerit of all 
actions, and dispenses proportionable rewards and 
punishments. If those therefore in a future state who 
• suffer, suffer according to their deeds, they suffer ac- 
cording to law. If they suffer according to law^ they 
suffer according to justice, and consequently all they 
deserve, and all to which they were ever exposed.-— 
, How then are they saved Mt is contended tha^ they 
:are saved by grace. How can this be ? If they suffer 
according to their deeds, tliey suffer all that justice can 
inflict upon them, and consequently are not pardoned. 
If they suffer all they deserve, there is no grace in 
their exemption from farther suffering, for jusdce for- 
bids this. Therefore this scheme of disciplinary pun- 
ishments, while it pretends to vindicate grace, destro)'s 
it. If men are saved after they have suffered accord- 
ing to their deeds, as they are not forgiven, they are 
,not saved by Christ, any more than if he had never 
died. Of consequence, the scheine of disciplinary 
punishments virtually sets aside the necessity and im- 
portance of Christ's sufferings. But revelation as- 
sures usj that ^^ other foundation can no man lay than 
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that k laid, which is Jesod Christ," I Cor. ^. Ih-^ 
"Neither is there salvation in any other, for there k 
none other name under heaven given an^ong meoj 
wherehy we mmt be saved," Acts iv. 12. 

4. From the nature qf atonement, nothing can mth 
certainty be inferred as to the fiumbers who shall final- 
ly be saved. Had God f;hten us no further lig^bt on 
this subject than what we derive from the sufferings of 
Christ, whether we consider them for a |>art or for all 
of mankind, we should have been wbc^ in the dark 
ds to the final issue cff those auierings. As the na- 
ture and design of these werci to render the pardon of 
^n ccmsistent, it appears that the atonement is as suf- 
ficient for the salvation of milUons of worlds, as of^n 
individuaL For whatever would rendei* one act of par- 
don consistent, simply as to the exercise of mercy, 
would render another consistent, and so on in infini- 
tum. Tl>e number of instances in which atonenieitt 
will be applied, and pardon grartted, will depend whol- 
ly on the sovereign will and determination of God*— 
One thing is doubtless certaiti, salvation will beex* 
tended as far as is consistent with iniinite perfect be- 
nevolence, or as far as the gjlory of God and the high- 
est good of the universe require. * 

I now conclude this subject, by recommending it 
to your most serious and careful attention. You will 
find it to be the only gre^nd oh which you can hope for 
future felicity. Atonement for sin is a peculiar and 
distinguishing doctrine of the chrfcRian system. View- 
ed as the scriptures represent it, it appears as high 
above all human thought and invention, as heaven is 
above earth. Upon a thorough examination it will be 
fi^und consistent with the soundest reason, suited to 
Advance the happiness of man> and to display the gloK'y 
t)f GOD. 
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ON THE 
ATONEMENT*. 

(From the Connecticut Evangelical Magazine.) 



He 



QUESTIOJ^. 



low are the invitations and calls to sinners, with 
which the scriptures abound, and the solemn declara- 
tions, that God hath no {Measure in the d^th of sin- 
ners, but that they would turn and live^ reconcilable 
withftheir being left of God to go on in sin and perbh ? 
Or, in other words, if God |>e as desirous of the re- 
turn and salvadon of sinners, as' those strong expres- 
sions, particularly in Ezekiel, xxxiii. 1 1. intimate ; 
what reasons are there assignable, why he, in whose 
hand all hearts are, and for whom nothing is too hard, ~ 
with whom nothing is impossible, doth not convert 
them to himself, provided the atonement be infinitely 
full? 

ANSWER. 

THE enquiries here proposed, are in themselves 
interesting and important— -^re such as often arise in 
reflecting minds, and are neai-ly connected with some 
of the important and essential doctrines of the gospel — 
doctrines, which concern the glory of God, and eter- 
nal happiness of mankind. The subject therefore is^ 
worthy of a very serious and careful attention. 
% 
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It is conceded in the statement of the question, that 
all hearts are in the hands of God, and that he is able 
to convert all sinners to himself, if he pleases. It 
will therefore be unneceissary to adduce any arguments 
in proof of this truth. But the question see'ms to in- 
timate, that the want of a sufficient or infinitely full 
atonement is the reason, why all sinners are not re- 
newed and saved* In answering the question, there- 
^re, it is proposed to shew that the atonemeiit is in- 
finitely full — that God's leaving a number of mankind 
to go on in sin and perish, is not inconsistent with the 
gospel calls and invitations to all« or with his solemn • 
declaration, that he hath no pleasure in the deAthof 
the wtckcdj but that they turn and live ; a))d then to 
assign some reasons why God does not convert and 
save all the human race* 

I*. It is proposed to shew, that the atonement of 
Christ is infinitely full ok sufficient for al) mankind,—* 
It n^y tend to elucidate the subject to make soino 
previous ebservations upon the nature and design of 
the atonement. An atonement id some expiation cht 
8atis£ftction for a cvime or oflence, made by ^e offends 
cr, or by some other person on his account. The atone*- 
ment of Jesus Cbnst respects the sins of mankiml^ 
and was effected by his obediance, sufferings and deatl^ 
Thus the scriptures declare, that he " bare our ,5in3 
in his own body on the tree— was wounded for our 
transgressions — was bruised for our iniquities, and 
with his stripes we arc healed. We have redemption 
through his blood." As many in the christian world 
have entertained erroneous ideas of the atonement, it 
may be useful to observe, that it was not designed to 
render God the Father more merciful^ and benevolent, 
than he otherwise would have been. Some appear to 
have considered GoJ the Father, as very implacable 
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and vindictive ; and God the Son^asver}' merciful and 
compassionate ; and therefore they seem to have sup- 
posed) that the sufferings and death of the Son w&vt 
designed to appease a vindicUve temper in the Father, 
and to render him more mild, compassionate, »id be- 
nevolent. Snch ideas are not only very erroneous, but 
also very degrading to the divine character. (>od the Fa« 
ther, as the scriptures declare, is love or benevolence* 
He is as merciful and benevolent as the Son; ye% 
they are perfectly one in temper and afiections. It is 
therefore declared, that they are one, and that the Son 
is ^ the brightness of the Father's glory and the express 
image of his person." The Father then was just as 
eempasslonate «id benevolent, and as much disposed 
to shew mercy to sinners, as the Son ; previded it 
eould be done consistently with the divine glory, law 
and govtemment, and the highest good of the moral 
world. Ajid if sinners could not be pardoned and 
saved consistently with these > the Son would no more 
wish it to be done, than the Father ; as they are per- 
fectly one in their holy dewes and wishes. To sup>- 
pose then, that the atonement was designed to ap- 
pease a vindictive, implacable temper in the Father, 
IB indulging very unworthy and erroneous sentiments 
of the character of Jehovah. 

Neither was the atonement designed to abate the 
requirements of the divine kw, so that it does not 
now require perfect obedience or holiness, but will 
accept and justify persons on account of their sincere 
though imperfect obedience. Some seem to suppose, 
that the moral law, which requires perfect holiness, 
and curses for every sin, is very rigid and severe^^ 
that it was hard and almost unjust for depraved crea- 
tures to be placed under su^h a law— that the Saviour, 
therefore, pitying their hard case, took their part 
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agsunst this ligid 1a Wy and bore its peimlties to abater oir 
soften down its rigorous requirexxMOts^^athat tbejr 
«oe not now under obiigiations to be completely holy ; 
but are in some degree excusable for their failures and 
imperfections in point of obedience. Such ideas of 
the atonement and of the divine law are exceedingly 
erroneous and dangeroust and an evidence of great 
ignorance of the essential truths of religion* Thc^ 
divine law is the eternal, immutable rule of right, qc 
standard of moral perfection. As far as any rational 
beings fall short of that love to God and their fellow- 
creatures, or of that perfect holiness or benevolencef 
which is required in the moral law ; so far they must 
in their temper, be wrong and criminal — ^yea, it is 
impossible, that any rational creature shouldl be ^in-. 
less or excusable in any neglect of, or deviation front 
what the divine moral law requires. This law, as the 
apostle declares, is holy, just and good ; ftnd is so 
Viewed by all, aa far as possessed of real piety. IJke 
the apostle, they delight in the law of God after the 
inward map, and earnestly desire, to be perfectly con- 
formed to its requirements. 

It is then manifest, that the atonement of Christ was 
not designed to abate or disannul, in any degree, the 
divine law, tlvat perfect and unchangeable standard of 
right The Saviour therefore said, ** Think not that 
I am come to destroy the law. For verily I say unto 
youi till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one. 
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all shall 
be fulfilled." He was so far from lowering down or 
abolishing the law of God, or taking the part pf sin- 
ners against it as being too rigorous, that one import-, 
ant design of his atonement was to support and mag- 
nify the law, and make it hcmourable. 
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. It may be further observed, respecting the atones 
'^ent, that it is not supposed, that the Lord Jesus en- 
sured the same quantity of pain and misery, as would 
h^ve been endured by all mankind, or all the elect 
through eternity ; had they been lost. As it was thfe 
human nature only of the Saviour, which, was capable 
of suffering ; it is inconceivable that he could endure 
lis much pain in a few hours, as innumerable milliona 
of men would through eternity. Nor was it necessary 
that he should ; since the infinite dignity of his divine 
nature, united in the same person with his human, 
gave an infinite value or efficacy to his sufferings. 

The design of the atonement was to support the au- 
thority of God's holy law, the dignity and stability of 
bis moral government, and to manifest his just abhor- 
rence and displeasure against sin. The divine law 
denounces against every sinner eternal death, as the 
just wages of sin, as a just expression of his displea- 
sure against it, and as a most powerful restraint against 
all wickedness. But had sinners been pardoned with- 
out an atonement, or any thing done to support the law 
*of God ; it would have tended greatly to weaken and 
destroy its authority, and to bring the divine govern- 
ment into contempt. The appeamnce of it would ha\'e 
been, that the Most High was not much displeased 
with sin, did not view it as very criminal, and was not 
in earnest in his threatenings against it. Thus it would 
have greatly encouraged sin and rebellion, and been 
exceedingly injurious* to the happiness of the moral 
world. The atonement therefore was designed to pre- 
vent those dreadful consequences by answering the 
same important purposes, which would have been an- 
swered by the punishment of sinners themselves, and 
tlius to^pen a way, in which God could, consiistcntly 
T 
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with the authority and honour of his law and govern* 
xnent and the good of his kingdom, show mercy to 
whom he saw fit, and pardon the penitent and believ- 
ing linner. These important ends have been effected 
by the obe<Uence, sufTerings and death of the Lord 
Jesus, who wail one with the Father, and thoi^ht it 
not robbery to be equal with God. By assuming our 
nature, submitting to the greatest abasement, suffer- 
ings and most painful death ip the stead of sinners, and 
thus bearing their sins in hb own body, he strikingly 
supported and magnified the law, and made it honour** 
able. It showed, that the Father ^buld inflict all these 
sufferings on his well beloved Son, and that the Son 
would voluntarily submit to them, rather than the di* 
vine law should be weakened and dishonoured in the 
pardon of sinners. In this way Jehovah has manifested 
tlie highest respect for his holy law, and his^ fixed de* 
termination to support the authority and <iignity of his 
moral government. And by sparing not his own Son^ 
when in the room of sinners, he has clearly evinced 
his inflexible, impartial justice and opposition against 
sin, and his determination to punish and discounter 
nance it. 

Having made these observations upon the natui*e 
and design of the atonement, we shall proceed to show, 
from various considerations, that this atonement is in- 
finitely full or suflBcient for all mankind. 

1. This is evident from the infinite dignity and ex» 
cellence of the Saviour, and from the nature of the 
atonement. The Saviour, as has been already observ- 
ed, was in his divine nature God over all, one with the 
Father, and equal with him in all divine perfection. 
And being thus a person of infinite dignity imd worth, 
it pave an infinite valtie or efficacy to his obediencev 
sufferings and death, and thus rendered his atonement 
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iafihitely full. The obccBenc^, sufferings and death, 
of such an infinite personage did more to magnity and 
support the law and government of God, and to mani- 
fest his abhorrence of sin, than would the eternal pun- 
ishment of all the sinful i*ace of m^n* It is therefore 
evident, that this atqnemen^ must be abundantly suffi- 
cient for the salvation of mankind, if they would but 
receive it. To deny its infinite fullness or efficacy/ 
must be derogating fron^ the infinite dignity and ex^- 
cellence of the Saviour. The atonement d<)es not Ihy 
God under obligadons to sinners to save any of them ; 
but it opens the way, so that l^e can, consistently with 
his law and government, dispense his gra€e> to whom 
|ic pleases, a^d can be just, ai^d yet " the justificr of 
him which believeth in Jesus." 

3. It appears from express declarations qf scripture, 
that Christ has died for ail mankind, or has made an 
atonement sufficiefi^ for all. Thus it i^ declared, ** That 
he by the grace of God shovild taste death for every 
man, and that he is the Sayiour of all men, especially 
of those that believe." These passages clearly (each, 
that the Saviour has died or made atonement for all 
mankind, and it seems, that the last of them panno^ 
rationally be understood in any other sense. For it 
expressly declares, that hie is the Saviour, not of those 
who believe only, but of all men in distinction frora 
these. Therefpre his atonement must have had re- 
spect to all the human race* Accordingly Christ is 
called " The Lamb of God which taketh away the sin 
of the world r and the Saviour of the worjd." The 
apostle John, ^dressing christians, says, « He is the 
propitiation for our ^ins, and not for ours only, but also 
for the sins of the whoje world." Here also Jesus 
Christ is declared to be the propijtiation for the sins of 
the whole world, in distinction from those of believ^r^. 
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These/^nd other similar passages teach in the clearest 
manner, that Christ has made an atonement for all 
mankind, or for the whole world. It seems hardly pos- 
sible for words to express this sentiment more clearly 
than it is expressed in these passages ; and some of 
them will not admit of any other sense, without a very 
forced, unnatm'al construction. 

Should it be said, that such expressions as all merty 
the worlds &c. must sometimes be understood in a lim- 
ited or restricted sense ; it may be answered, that it is 
an estabUshed, invariable rule, that all phrases or pas- 
sages of scripture are to be understood in their most 
plain, 6asy and literal import, unless the connection, 
the general analogy of faith, or some other necessary 
considerations require a diiferent sense. But in the 
present case it does not appear, that any of these con- 
siderations require, that these passages should be un« 
derstood in any other than their plain, natural meaning* 
On the contrary, there are many weighty, unanswera- 
ble reasons for understanding them in their most plain 
and literal import. And it is with great difficulty, that 
some of fhese passages can be understood in any other 
sense. 

3. That the atonement is sufficient for all mankinds 
is evident from the consideration, that the calls, invita- 
tions and offers of the gospel are addressed to all, with- 
out exception, in the most extensive language. It is 
said, «f Look unto me, and be ye isaved, all the ends of 
the earth. Whosoever will, let him take the water oi 
'life freely. Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to 
the waters, and he that hath no money : come ye, buy 
And ^at, yea, come, buy wine and milk without money, 
and without price. Go, and preach the gospel to every 
cfeature." The preachers of the gospel are directed 
to tell their Iwearers, that all things are ready— that dH 
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ihsiy come) who will^anc) are to invite and urge all, to 
come to the gospel feast and freely partake of the bless- 
ings of salvation, fiut how coaid the offer of salvation 
be consistently t^ius made to all without any limitation ; 
if the atonement was sufficient but for a part or for the 
elect only ? On this supposition it could not with truth 
and propriety be said to all, tliat all things are .ready, 
plentiful provisions are made for all, and whosoever 
will, may come. Were a feast, sufficient but fof fifty 
provided ; could we consistently send invitations to a 
thousand, and tell them that a plentiful feast was pre- 
pared, and that all things were ready for their enter- 
tainment, if they would but come ? Would not such 
an invitation appear like a deception ? If so, then the 
offer and invitation of the gospel could not have been 
made to all without discrimination, as they are ; if there 
was no atonement but for a part. As therefore the in- 
vitations of the gospel are thus addressed to all, it is a 
proof that Christ has made an atonement for all man- 
kind. 

Again, the scripture represents, that there is no dif- 
ficulty in the way of the salvation of the impenitent^ 
but what arises from their own opposition of heart or 
will. Thits the Lord Jesus says to the unbelieving 
Jews, " Ye will not come unto me, that ye may have 
life. O Jerusdlcm, Jerusalem, how often would I 
have gathered thy children— -and ye would not.'* In 
the parable of the marriage supper, it is represented, 
that there was no difficulty in the way to prevent those 
who were invited, from partaking of the feast, but 
their own unwillingness to come. But if there was no 
atonement made but for thos^ only who are saved; 
then there would be au insurmountable difficulty in the 
way of the salvation of all others, aside from the one 
T2 
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arising from their own opposition of heart. As thelv*' 
fore the scripture teaches, that there b no difficuUy^ itt 
the w^jr of the salvation of any ufider the gospel, but 
what arises from their own unwiUingnesa, or \tiGked 
opposition of heart, it is manifest, that there is an atone- 
ment for all. 

4, The word of God teaches, that it b the dutjr^ 
all, who are acquainted with the gospel, to believe in 
the Lord Jestis, and trust in him as their JRedeenriers 
and that they are very criminal for neglecting to dQ 
this* It is therefore declared in the sacred scriptureiB^ 
that it is the command of God, ^' that we slKuild beUevc 
on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and that tbose^ 
who believe not, are condemned already^ because they 
have not believed on the name of the only begottea 
Son of God." 

But on the supposition, that Christ has made no 
etonement for those, who perbh; how can it be their 
duty to believe on, and receive him as their Saviour ? 
Or, how can they be justly condemned for not doing it, 
when he has made no atonement for them ? 

Further, if the atonement is made for the elect only, 
how can a preacher l>e warranted to make the ofiers oT 
salvation to any, or to urge them to receive the Sav* 
iour ; unless lie knows, that they are of that particular 
1^ umber, for whom Christ died ? Or how can any, uiv- 
less tliey know, that tliey aie of this number, be au- 
thoi ised to trust in him for salvation ? The subject, 
upon the supposition of a partial atonemtot, certainly 
appears io.be attended with some difiiculties in \ht%tt 
respects. These considerations afford additional proof, 
that the atonement was made for all manlund. 

It is manifest from the various reasotis which hav« 
been suggested, that the atonement of Jesus Christ is 
iiifiniiely ftill, or suSicient for the salvation of all maa- 
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Ui^) if they would but cordially rec^e it, Jua4 that 
the want of such suv atonement, is not the reason, why 
all are not saved. 

But it n>ay he here remarked, that it will not follow, 
that b^^ause the atonement is sufficient for all^ there- 
fore all will be saved. The atoriement does nothing 
inore than merely open a way of salvation, so that God 
can consistently show mercy to whom he pleases, anfl 
justify aH) who believe in Christ Jesus. But it does 
jiot ensure the salvation of any, unless they comply 
with the terms of the gospel. It will no more follow, 
that all will be saved, because the atonement is suffi- 
^cient for all, than It would, that all would ^t of thp 
jinarris^e supper in the parable, because it was suffi- 
cient for al), and all were invited. This parable was 
designed to represent the gospel and its invitations.-*^ 
As those, who neglected the invitation, never tasted 
of the supper, although the provisions were plentiful 
for all ; so the scriptures teach, that many will not com- 
ply with the terms and. invitations of the gospel, and 
partake of its blessings, although the atonement is 
abundantly sufficient for all. For the Saviour declares, 
that << many are called, but few are chosen, and strait 
is the gate and narrow is the way which leadeth unto 
life, and fe^ there be that find it." 

Neither will it follow, that part of the atonement will 
be lost, if it is sufficient fov all mankind, and yet but 
part are actually saved. 

For it appears from the nature of sin, and of the 
atonement, and from the character of the Saviour, that 
the same infinite atonement, which is necessary for 
the pardon of one sinner, will answer for the salvation 
of tlie whole human race. It is certain from scripture, 
that sin is infinitely evil and criminal, because it is 
threatened wkh an everlaiM^g or infinite, punishment 
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Not tme sinner therefore could be pardoned without • 
an atonement of infinite value and ef&cacy /or without 
the sufferings and death of the Lord Jesus, a person 
of infinite dignity. And his obedience, sufferings 
and death, have done mdre to magnify and support 
God's law— to establish his moral government, and to 
condemn and discountenance sin ; than would the ever- 
lasting sufferings of all mankind. This same infinite 
atonement therefore, which was necessary, that Grod 
might consistently pardon one sinner, would also rea- 
der it consistent for him to paixion and save all the nu- 
merous millions of Adam's race, if he saw fit. It cun*- 
not then be stud, that some part of the atonement :is 
lost, if all are not saved, since the same infinite atone- 
ment which will answer for all, is necessary for the 
salvation of but one. ^ . ^ 

Or even if this were not the case, yet it would not 
follow, that part of the atonement was lost or useless, 
because all were not saved. For the infinite fullness 
or sufficiency of the atonement may answer other im- 
portant ends besides the salvation of sinners. It may 
tend to display the infinite riches of divine grace — to 
manifest the infinite dignity and worthiness of the Sav- 
iour — to render it consistent for the invitations of the 
gospel to be addresssed to all, and thus to show the 
exceeding evil and obstinate nature of sin, and the great 
depravity of the human heart, in rejectuig the Saviour 
mid to render the impenitent wliolly inexcusable, 
since there is now evidently nothing in the way of their 
salvation but their own wilful opposition of heart. And 
in this way it will tend to glorify the justice of God in 
the everlasting cdndemnation of the wicked, and to 
magnify his grace in the salvation of tli^e elect. These 
and other important ends are answered by the infinite 
atonement of the Lord Jesus j and therefore it will iK>t 
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be lost or useless, though but part of mankind are 
' saved. ' ' 

' In answering this question, it has been shewn, that 
the atonement of Christ is infinitely full or sufficient 
for the salvation of all mankind ; that therefore the 
want of such an atonement cannot be the reason why 
all are not saved. 

It is proposed then to shew, 
' 11. That the calls and invitations of the gospel, and 
the solemn declaration, that God hath no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked, but that they would turn and 
live, ai*e consistent with his leaving numbers to go on 
in sin and perish. 

And in doing this it is necessary to consider the pre- 
cise meaning of the declaration, that God hath no 
.pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that they turn 
and live. This passage must mean, either that God, 
taking all things into view, does not upon the whole 
choose the death or punishment of any of the wicked> 
but actually chooses that they should all turn and live ; 
or else 'it must mean, that he takes no direct pleasure 
in their death or misery, in itself considered, but that 
their turning and obtaining life is in itself more pleasing 
and desirable. But it is evident from various considera- 
tions, that the passage cannot be rationally understood 
in the sense first stated. For if the Most High, all 
things considered, did actually choose that none of the 
wicked should go on in sin and perish, but that all 
should turn and live ; then he must be greatly disap- 
pointed in his real choice and desire. For the scrip- 
tures expressly declare^ that <' wide is the gate and 
broad is the way which leadeth to destruction, and 
many there be thai go in thereat ;** and it is allowed 
in the statement of the question, that a number do go 
on in sin and perish. And if Jehovah is thus disap- 
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pointed in his itctual choice and designsi it must ccr« 
tainly occasion him great sorrow and unhappdness,-^ 
Nonci therefore, who h^ve any just ideas of the di- 
vine perfections and £elicit]r« can for a moment indulge 
the supposition that the in&nitely wise, powerful an4 
perfect God is thus frustrated in his desires, and reiir 
dered unhappy by his creatures. 

Further, if Jehovah, upon the whole, did actually 
choose that all the wicked should repent ^nd be saved) 
he certainly would convert and save them \ since h^ 
possesses almighty power, has all hearts irv his hand> 
and can with the greatest ease turn and bring the most 
stubborn to repentance, if he pleases. As God doef 
not in fact bring all sinners to repentance, it is there- 
fore certain, that ijpon the whole he docs not really 
choose to do it. 

Again, how derogatory would it be to the divine 
perfections, to suppose that the Most High did upoQ 
the whole actually choose that aU the wicked should 
be brought to repentance and salvation, and yet was 
not able to accompfch his choice ? 

These various considerations clearly shpw, that the 
import of this passage must be, that God has no direct 
pleasure in the death or misery of the wicked, in it- 
self, considered, biit that their repentance and salvar 
tion in themselves, or aside from other infinitely wise 
reasons, in the divine government would be mucl^ 
more pleasing to him than their destruction. And 
that this is the truth is manifest from the divine char* 
acter, and from other declarations of scripture.. For 
" God is love," or benevolence ; and therefore it is 
certain, that he cannot take any pleasure directly froi|> 
the punishment or misery of the wicked, and that be 
never punishes but when it is necessary to answer wise 
and benevolent purposes and promote the generalgood. 
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But on the contrary, it is evident, that their repent- 
ance and salvation would be in themselves delightful, 
and afford cfirect pleasure to the holy, benevolent mind 
of Jehovah, if consistent with the wisest scheme^ of 
governnieht. It is therefore declared, that God " doth 
not afiiict willingly, nor grieve the children of men," 
and that to punish is his strange or unpleasant work* 
Bat it is said, that " there is joy in heaven over one 
isinner that repenteth,'' teaching, that it is a pleasing, 
joyful event to God and the heavenly world. These 
considerations confirm the sense of the passage last 
given ; that God takes no pleasure in the misery of 
the wicked, in itself considered. Thus what the Most 
High expresses in this passage towards sinners, is 
very similar to what kind, benevolent parents express 
towards their disobedient children. They often ad- 
dress their children in expressions similar to what God 
makes use of in this passage : We take no pleasure 
hi your fiumshment orfiain, but it ia much more fileasing 
to us to see you refirm and be obedient. Such language 
in a parent would imply, not that he would never 
choose to punish any of his children when they deserv- 
ed it, and the good of the family required it, hut that 
their punishment was not in itself agreeable to him, 
and that he took no direct pleasure in it. So the de- 
claration, that God hath no pleasure in the death of 
of the wicked, but that they turn and live, imports, 
that tlie misery or punishment of the wicked is not 
in itself pleasing to him ; but is by no means saying 
that he will send his Holy Spirit to renew and bring 
all mankind to repentance and salvation. It is there- 
fore very far from engaging or implying, that he will 
never leave any to go on in sin and finally suffer that 
everlasting punishment which they have justly de- 
served ; when he sees it best in order to display his 
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justice and perfections, promote the good of his Ung-r 
doipi and answer othc;f wise and benevolent purposes. 
Neither are the calls and invitations of the gpspel at 
all inconsistent with God'^ leaving numbers to go oo 
in sb and perish. The divine offers and invitations, 
such as « Look unto me, an4 be ye saved, all the ends 
of the earth— Turn ye, turn ye ; for why will ye die ? 
Whosocyer will, let him take the water of life free- 
ly," are no promises that the Holy Spirit shall be sent 
to renew and make all who are favoured with these 
calls and offers willing to comply with them. Go^i 
in giving mankind these gracious calls and invitations, 
no more promises to bring them to a cordial compli- 
ance, by the efficacious influences of his Holy Spirit, 
than the king who in the parable sent his servants to 
call those that were bidden to the marriage supper, 
did by this* invitation promise to compel all to come in 
b^ force, who neglected Che call. No one ever sup« 
posed, that hb offering a peculiar favour to another 
upon a most reasonable conditio^, was promising that 
he would oblige the other, ,if unwilling, to accept or 
comply with the proposed condition. Certainly then 
the Most High, by his kind calls and invitations to 
sinners, has made them no promise that he will re* 
new and influence them to a compliance. 

Neither do these invitations lay God under any ob- 
ligations to do this for the impenitent. Can any pre- 
tend to say, that because God is so kind and merciful 
as freely to offer pardon and. salvation to unworthy, 
hell-desei ving sinners upon the most reasonable terips ; 
therefore he is under obligation to dispose them to, a 
cordial compliunce by the efficacious inffuences of his 
spirit, upon their refusing these offers ? Or in other 
words, docs their ungratefully neglecting one , favour, 
oblige God in point of justice to do them another? 
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l^uld a kind, generous bencfkctor provide a plentiful 
entettjunmcnt, and invite a number of Unworthy beg- 
gars, and should they ungratefully refVise his kind in- 
vitation, surely no one could say, that he was under 
obligadons to send his servants and cotnpel them to 
cbtne. 

Since, therefore, the calls and invitations of the 
gospel are no promise, that God will send his spirit, 
and make sinners willing to comply with these, and 
do not lay hitn under any obligation to do this ; hoW 
are they tX, all inconsistent with his leaving numbers 
to go on itt sin and petish ? Where is the least ap- 
pearance of inconsistency for God to call, warn, and 
ihvite sinners to repent and be saved — to set motives 
of infinite weight before theni, and yet leave them to 
follow their own choice, by going on in the ways of 
sin to destruction ? Jehovah, in thus leaving the impen- 
itent to perish in their sins, when he sees it best for 
the general good, violates no promise, no obligation 
of justice or benevolence* Neither does he injure 
the wicked or give them any just ground of ccMiaplaint. 
For if they will ungratefully refuse or neglect the 
infinitely gracious and important calls and invitations 
of the gospel, they are certainly exceedingly ciiminal, 
and wholly ineiccu^able. v^^ 

l*he invitaliohs and offers of the gospel cantK>t be 
rationally understood as importing any thing more, 
than that God is willing and ready to pardon and save 
all, who repent and comply with the terms of salva- 
tion ; and that their repentance is in itself pleasing to 
him. But this, as already shewn, does not imply, 
that God will not leave any to go on in sin and perish ; 
when he sees it best to answer wise purposes. Should 
the Most High refUse to pardon and save repenting, 
U 
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returning sinners, he might be justly accused of a 
want of consistency and sincerity in his calls, offers 
and invitations. But to accuse him of this^ because 
lie does not renew and dispose all mankind, by the 
efficacious influence of his spirit, to a cordial com- 
pliance with the gospel invitations, is most unrea- 
sonable and groundless. 

Further, that God is sincere hi his calls and invita- 
tions, and in the rcprcsentaiions of scripture, that the 
return and salvation of sinners is in itself more pleas- 
ing to him, than their destruction, is itiamfest from 
his conduct, as well as from the declarations of his 
word. For he has given his well !)eloved Son to en- 
dure the severest pains and sufferings, that he might 
open for mankind a way of life and salvation, and rescue 
numbers from everlasting destruction. He has given 
them his holy word to teach them the paths of duty 
and way of salvation, and has set before them motives 
of infinite importance to influence them to receive the 
Saviour. He has directed his ministers to preach the 
gospel to every creature — ^to warn and persuade sin- 
ners, by the most important and endearing considera- 
tions, to Secure their eternal concerns, and to pray 
them in Christ's stead to become reconciled unto God. 

, le strives with them by his spirit, by the convic* 
lions of their own consciences, and by the warning 
voice of his providence. In addition to all these pow- 
erful means, which are calculated to bring sinners to 
repentance, God does, by the special efficacious in- 
fluences of his spirit, overcome the inveterate oppo- 
sition of the human heart, and dispose thousands in 
every age to a cordial compliance with the terms of the 
gospel And he kindly welcomes all penitent, return- 
ing sinners> however vile and unworthy — adopts them 
into his fumilj^, and makes them chil^lren apd heirs of 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



On the Atonement. 23 1 

God, and joint heirs witli Jesus Christ to all the joys 
and honours of that glorious inheritance, which is in- 
corruptible, undefiled, and fadeth not away. Thus it is 
manifest, from the conduct and dealings of God, as 
well as from the declarations of his word, that he is ' 
sincere in the calls and invitations of the gospel. 

In the case of the impenitent, these invitatbns are 
no promise of special, renewing gracct but import 
the two following things, first, a declaration that all 
difficulties, in the way of the sinner's salvation, ex- 
cept what arise from his own heart, are removed ; and 
secondly, an expression of the sinner's duty. There- 
fore it is easy to see that God is ready to receive every 
returning sinner, and that he takes no pleasure in the 
death or everlasting punishment of the wicked in it- 
self considered, but is more pleased with their re- 
pentance and salvation. For were not this the case, 
and did he not take pleasure in the return and salva* 
tion of binners ; he certainly would not use so many 
means to effect and promote their salvation—- would 
not thus bring so many to repentance, by the effica- 
cious inSuences of his spii-it, and kindly receive and 
welcome every true penitent however vile and crimi- 
nal. And God's leaving some to goon in sin and 
perish, when he in infinite wisdom sees it best, no 
more contradicts the declaration, that he takes no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that they 
would turn and live, or proves, that their punishment 
or misery is in itself pleasing to hioi ; than a kind pa- 
rent's punishing a vicious disobedient child, when the 
good of the family requires it, proves, that he is pleas- 
ed with the pain of his child. In both these cases 
the pain or punishment^is by the supposition inflicted 
to answer wise purposes, and to pronaote a greater 
good, and therefore is a dictate of benevolence. 
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Some reasons will now be assigned^ why God does 
not convert and save all the human race. 

The question supposes, that some men wUI be left 
of God to go on in sin and perish. This is confirmed 
by the holy scriptures. Obr Lord hath said, " Wid^ 
is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadcth to de- 
struction, and many there be which go in thereat : be- 
cause strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which 
Icadetl) unto life, and few there be that find it.** « They 
that have done good, shall come forth unto the resur- 
rection of life, and they that have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of damnation.** He will say unto some, 
♦* Depart ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels — and these shall go away into 
everlasting punishment.** 

It is not from any inabDity in God to renew and save 
.allj that any are left to perish in their sins, for all hearts 
are in his hands^ and nothing is impossible with him- 
** He hath mercy oh whom he will have mercy, and 
whom he will he hardeneth.** Nor are any left to per- 
ish, through a defect in his benevolence, " God is 
love." His benevolence is rendered unquestionable 
by the gift of his Son, the provision of an infinite atone- 
ment, and his direction that the ofiers of salvation 
should be made through all the world, unto every crea- 
ture, without limitation, and by such an administration 
of government as produces the higiiest possible happi- 
ness in the universe. There can be no want of good- 
ness in God. " There is none good but one, that is 
God.** It surely can be no reasonable objection to his 
goodness, that when mankind reject Christ, and his 
great salvation, freely ofiered, and affectionately urged 
upon them, God does not in evefy instance subdue 
their obstinacy, and make them willing in the day of 
his grace. And it should be kept in mind, that this is 
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the real state of men. They all begin to make exduse, 
when called upon by the messages of grace. Christ 
saith, " Ye will not come unto me that ye might have 
life." We ought rather to admire the \vonderful be- 
nevolence of God, in reclaiming and saving any, aftefr 
such abuse, and such a discovery of the extreme de- 
pravity of the human heart, than to harbour any jea- 
lousies of his goodness because he does not compel all 
to come in. There is a wide difference between offer- 
ing salvation to sinners ; and by an almighty act dispo- 
sing thena to receive it, after they have deliberately 
and ungratefully rejected the offer. It would have, 
been a glorious expression of benevolence in God to 
have done the former, though he had not seen fit to 
have done the latter.. 

But if we were unable to assign any reasons why 
God leaves some to peri:$h, it would silll be arrogance 
in us to conclude that there were not sufficient reasons. 
It would rather become us to acquiese in the language 
of our Lord. '* I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, because thou hast hid these thing's fram the 
wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes, 
even so. Father, for so it hath seemed good in thy sight." 
Though we can by no means fathom the counsels of 
God, nor pretend to know al) the particular reasons of 
this instance of his administration, yet some valuable 
ends, which are answered by it, may be clearly seen. 
A few will be here mentioned. 

1. By leaving some to perish in their sins, God 
makes a most full and impressive manifestation of his 
justice, greater than could have otherwise been effectr 
ed. It is true, that the abhorrence oi God towards all 
fiin, and his regard to the divine law, have been so ma- 
nifested by the atonement of Christ, that the justice of 
U2 
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God would not bare suffered, though all hadbeeii saved ;, 
but then it would not have been manifested in God'a 
dealings with this sinful world, for it cannot be truly 
said, that the sufferings of Christ were due to bifUf or 
that they were a manifestation pf distributive justice. 
There is no room to question the right which God has, 
even after an atonement, to leave some to perish ; and 
in such circumstances, a display of justice is peculiarly 
striking, and expressive of Crod's holiness. Thus God 
is willing to shew his wrath, and make his power 
known, on the vessels of, wrath, fitted to destruction i 
and all the inhrfbitaats of heaven will say, true and 
righteous are thy judgments, and will cry Alleluia, 
when the smoke of theii* torment ascendeth forever and 
ever. 

2. God, by leaving some to perish, teaches his crea- 
tures that he will have his grace respected by them. 
Mankind have placed themselves, by rejecting Christ, 
ia very different circumstances from those they were 
in before grace was offered and refused* They are 
now guilty of sin, not only against the law of God^ but 
also against the dispensation of Iiis wonderful grace.^— 
This renders it suitable that they should be viewed in 
■a very different light, and be tre^ed accordingly. Their 
sin^s against the tnmscendant glory of divine grace, are 
not ofily an infimte aggravation of their guilt, but they 
form a new e/ieciea of wickedne&ff distinct from their 
disobedience to the law of God, and of a nature more 
base, iingrajeful and malignant. It is such a kind of 
\Vickedness a&the fallen angels never committed, and 
as never before appeared in the universe ; for none 
ever before sinned against redeeming mercy, and the 
offers of a gracious ^rdon for rebellion agamst God. 
It is therefore a species^of sin, which never had been 
punislved, so a?i to manifest God's peculiar abliorrcnce 
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Qf it« Disobedience and rebellion ag^st the law and 
authority of God« had been punished in the fallen an- 
gels. Their sufferings declare the wrath of God for 
tliat description of sin^ but not for s'ms committed 
against redeeming love. For the same reasons for 
which it was necessary and suiubley that die fallen an- 
gels should suffer for their rebellion^ that the law of 
God tnlght be respected ; it seems proper, that there 
should be examples of God*s peculiar displeasure at 
mibelief, that the grace of God might be respected by 
his creatures. It was suitable in the eyes of inHnit^ 
wisdom and rectitude) that this should take place.— 
This serves to exhibit the dignified nature of the dis- 
pensation of grace, and shows that though God is gra- 
cious and me]:ciful> he is not regardless of himself, nor 
of bis mercy ; but will be respected, and will have his 
grace respected by his creatures* 

3. The unyielding nature of a sinful spirit had never 
before been ascertained, by actual experiment, stnd 
clearly exhibited to creatures. The fallen angels ne- 
ver had the offers of merpy, and it was not known to 
creatures, that they were so utterly depraved^ but that 
the offers of grace and motives of infinite importance^ 
might have pt*evailed on them to have returned to God ; 
and so the justice of God in their punishment could not 
be seen in its full strength and lustre. But tlHNQec 
has been made to man, and motives of infinite weigfil 
have been presented, and it is now ascertained by actual 
experiment, in the case, of those under the instrucdoA 
of the gospel, who are left of God ta go on in sin, that 
a sinful spiiit is too obstinate to be reduced by ai^ mo- 
tives, or offers of pardon and acceptance. The impla- 
cable nature of sin is made clearly manifest. It is no 
longer questionable whether the carnal lieart is so in- 
imical to Gody that it can never be subject to his law.-^^ 
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As this shows the extreme maUgnity of a sinful spirit, 
and its irreconcilable aversion to any proposals, which 
a boljr God can make, it very greatly illustrates the 
justice of Gc-d, in dooming evil angels, as well as men, 
to never ending misery. It becomes evident, that their 
hearts are such that they never could be reclaimed, 
but by the all-conquering and irresistible powerof God> 
and that they are fit only to be consigned to hopeless 
misery. 

4. God in leaving some sinners to go on in their 
wickedness and perish, makes a n>ost glorious display 
of the prerogative of divitie sovereignty, bejond any; 
thing of the kind which had ever before been set in the 
view of his creatures. He exercises, before the eyes 
of all intelligences, his sovereign right to dispose xii 
sinners as he pleases, for the purpose of his own gloiy, 
either as vessels of mercy, or of wrath. This had ne^ 
ver before been exhibited by example. This is a 
striking manifestation, that God considers the sinner 
as having forfeited all good— -as being in the liands of 
a rigrhteous Judge, and that he himself is under no kind 
of obligations to spare him. He may therefore use 
him in any way that shall be most for his own glory and 
the good of his kingdom, either as an example of jus- 
tice or of grace. This sovereignty is also further ma- 
nifested, in giving some the offers of mercy, while a 
knowledge of the gospel is withheld from others. In 
all this the language of his proceedings is, ** Hdth not 
the potter power over the clay, of the same lump, to 
make one vessel to honour and another unto dishon- 
our V* If God renewed all, this glorious display of 
divine sovereignty would not have been made. 

5. Another valuable end which is obtained by God, 
in leaving some to go on in sin and perish, is the piecul- 
iar display which this makes of the riches of his grace ^ 
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to theae whom hi» reii€W$> and chaoses U> he the tos* 
$els of bis iner<7- If God had renewed and saved the 
whcde of manldndy it might never have been so strong- 
ly felt by creamteSii that there was no kind of obliga^ 
jUon on God to the sinner, to convert him ; and that he 
was^at perfect Uberty, even after an ^equate redemp- 
tion had been previded, either to apply it or not apply 
it* to the salvation of the siuner^ as should appear good 
in his sight. 

Nor could this grace have appeared to such advanr 
tage^ had aU been saved, for want of the striking con* 
trast exhibited in the different treatment which the 
vessels of vrra^Ui) and of mercy, respectively receive 
from the hand of God« This idea appears to have 
deeply impiressed the mind of the apostle Paul, wheti 
he said, ^ Wh^t if Gods \viJiUng to show his wrath and 
make \\i% power knowU) endured with much long sufiBer- 
ing the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction, and that 
he might make known the riches of his glory on the 
vessels of his mercy which he had afore prepared unto 
glory/' Isaiah also gives us the same idea from tlie 
niouth of God. <' And it shall come to pass, that from 
pne new moon to another, and from one Sabbath to an- 
other, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith 
the Lord. And they shall go forth, and look upon the 
carcases of the men which have transgressed against 
me % for their worm shall not die, neither shall their 
fire be quenched, and they shall be an abhorring, unto 
all flesh." Thus the dbtinguishing exercise of grace 
makes a peculiar display of the riches of divine merty, 
towards those who are saved. 

From the wl>oIe it is conceived, that it is made plain, 
that the atonement is infinitely full — that God in his 
invitations to sinners, and in his solemn declaration, 
that he hath no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but 
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that the wicked turn from hia way aBd live, is consist*' 
ent with his leaving some to go on in sin and perish; 
And that there are reasons which may he assigned 
why God does not convert and save all the human race t 
Particularly, that the^ punishment of unbelief, which vk 
a neno and /leculiar species of wickedness, might be ex* 
emplified-*the justice of God he more fully manifest- 
ed— ^that by the exhibition of the unyielding nature of 
sin, the justice of God in the endless punishment of 
evil men and angels might be seen in its true glory— 
that the sovereignty of God, and the ^gnified manner 
in which he exercises his grace might be known-^-and 
that the exceeding riches of his grace towards the re- 
deemed, might appear as they iare.— In all these re- 
spects, God illustrates his own glorious perfections} in 
the view of his creatures, and enrithes them with the 
knowledge of himself by leaving some to go on in ^ 
and perish ; and in proportion as he brings himself into 
view, he adds to the everiasdng blessedness of his 
whole kingdom. The wisdom and goodness of God 
are also displayed, in adopting a measure Calculated to 
produce so-many valuable ends, and creatures are ef- 
fectually taught the firmness and stability, with which 
the Most High proceeds in his administrations of go- 
vernment.^-^ These are great and valuable ends, which 
we see are answered by the sovereign dispensations of 
grace and justice among men. So many reasons for 
this way of proceeding are made known to us ; pcr- 
iiaps more may be seen by a suflUcient attention to the 
subject, and probably many more will be discovered by 
the people of God, in the world to come. Buthow^ 
many reasons God has for these proceedings, no finite 
creature can determine. " Canst thou by searching 
find out God, canst thou find out the Almighty to per- 
fection V* Finally ; the things which have been noticed, ^ 
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19 attending to tihis itnportant question, are calculated 
to inipretis our minda with the infimte mercy of God, 
ip producing an altsufficient atonement, and freely of* 
fering salvation tq us all— ^IbVour infinite obligations 
tp Jesus Cimst, for the thin^me has done and said to 
purchase mcyf^y for sinn^y/ with the awful wicked- 
ness and ines^usableness jSl; the impenitent and unbe- 
lieving, whjpse blood mu^^be upon their own heads— 
with the mercy of Gocj^lti reclaiming any from their 
obstinate perverseness^^o himself— with the indispen- 
sible duty of all who hifej^r the gospel, to repent and be- 
lieve without ctelay-rT^ith the reasons which sinners 
bave^t<i tremble at their guilt and dutiger—- and with 
the p^cpliar obligations of those whom God has re- 
newed, and adopted into his family, to admire distin* 
g^ishing gracej/and be constant and zealous in his ser- 
vice. And l^hc^ world admire the compassion, and 
obey the gf^lo^S/fcxhortations of God, who says, " As 
I live, saith tWe liord, 1 have no pleasure in the death 
of tiie wicked ; but that the wicked turn from his way 
and live/ Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for 
s why will ye. die, O house of Israel ?" 



The Sufferings qf Christy a Gain to the 
Universe. 

(From the Theological Magazine.) 

IF the sufferings of Christ, a person of infinite dig- 
nity, were an evil equal to that which the sufferfngs 
of all mankind would have been, had Christ never 
died for sinners ; what benefit, on the wholes it is asked, 
accrues to the universe from his sufferings ? 
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To this it lAi^ be replied^ that, if the porpeies of di- 
vine goodness and lore are antwored in the haziness 
and good which are actnatlf produced and enjoyed in 
the syatem, we are, of oonrsei to estimate this good 
hf the quantity of happiness which ia to be enj^red* 
Consequently, tlie evil^ whkh is considered as lessei^ 
ing the good, is ahu>, on the other hand, to be estima- 
ted by Ua quantkf . And, according to this rule of 
estimation, the sufferkigs of Christ are foHowed by an 
overbalancing and fierr greater good. For, in whatever 
other respects the sufferings of Christ are to be ecm* 
cadered as an infinite evil, it rnvf safisly be conchideii 
they were not infinke in quantity ; but wUI be, in this 
respect, much exceeded by the hf^^piness and enjof • 
ment of those who are redeemed by the blood of 
Christ. The happiness and good, which will be the 
fruit of the sufferings of Christ, as they wiR be con- 
tinually inereamng in degree, md endless in duration, 
may be strictly said to be infinite ; aiK) therefore, the 
evil of Christ's sufferings will be overbalanced by the 
good .which will be enjoyed by" those wiio &te saved by 
him. 

The sufferings of Christ> considering his infinite 
dignity and excellence, may properly be said to be an 
infinite evil. They manifested a displeasure, in the 
divine mind, sufficient t9 produce the ettmal t^rmentt 
of sinners, had it fallen upon them. Nevertheless, 
the divine displeasure, which appeared in these suf- 
ferings, u not to be estimated merely by their quan- 
tity : there are other considerations, of still greater 
vreight, to be taken into the account. The merit, or 
value, of the sufferings of Christ, as a testimony of 
hatred of iniquity, arose more from the dignity of his 
person, and the exellence of his character, than from 
the degree of pain which is endured. These suffer- 
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ings, considered in respect of their measure smd quan- 
tity, Tttfifi therefore) be overbalanced by the foappi^iess 
and enjoyment of those whom Christ has redeemed 
from death. So that, in this respect, it may appear 
that the sufferings of Christ have occasioned a great 
accession of good to the system. 

But this is not all. Christ enjoys, in his own per* 
son, a full reward for all the sufferings he endured.^^ 
So that, aside from thp happiness of the re4eemed, 
considered as their own personal felicity, the suffer- 
ings of the Son of God are completely compensated 
in his own ieliciiy. 

Christ is as susceptible of reward^ -as of sufferings. 
However great hb sufferings were, he is capable of a 
reward, which will fully balance them. Were he 
oapable of going through iiifinite sufferings^ he is 
equally capable of enjoying an infinite resvai^d. . If his 
sufferings were to be considered as an infinite- evily be- 
cause of the superlative excellence of his person, the 
reward, wjiich he, himself, reaps and enjoys, ia, for 
the same reason, to be considered as an infinite good. 

In whatever pcMnt of light the subject be viewed, it 
will appear, that the sufferings pf Christ, though aw- 
iMj great and eittreme, though ini^nite indignity was 
offered to his person and character, were, neverthe- 
less, no loss of good in the system ; but so far from 
it, that all the good which the redeemed will enjoy 
to eternity, all that weight of glory which will be con- 
feirred upon them, is so much gain to the universe, 
and overplus of good) accruing from the work and 
sufferings of Christ. 
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' IT is said by the opposers of the doctrine of atone- 
inentf that it is unjusty that an innocent person should 
suffbr in the stead of a guiitf ^e. Yet these same 
gentlemen hold, that our Lord Jesus Christ did suffer 
for the benefit of gutltf sinners, by setting them an 
example of patience and perseveting obetfience under 
the greatest trials ; by dying a martyr to the purest 
morality, and by teaching a future tote of rewards 
and punishments by his own resurrecdon ; thus laying 
a foundadon for preaching the gospel, and lea^g sin- 
ners to repentance, that in consequence of this they 
might be pardoned and and saved. Now, why is not 
this as inconsistent with justice, as that Christ should 
die to make atonement for sinnei-s, in order to their 
pardon and salvation ? In either case, the innocent 
suffers for the guilty, the death suffered is the s^me, 
and the end is the same, the salvation of sinners.* 
Suppose my neighbour is a murderer, and he must 
die on the gallows, unless he repent ; or unless satis- 
faction be made for his critne, by the hanging of an'- 
other person. Now, would it not be as really unjust 
to hang me, in order to lead him to repentance, that 
bis life may be spared, as it would be to hang me as a 
Substitute for him, that the same end might be ob- 
tained ?— Let the candid decide. 

O. 
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On the Nature of the Satisfaction y rendered 
in the Atonement. 

{From the Connecticut JSvangeUcal Magmnne,) 



Queation.^^Kov doth Christ execute the office of a 
Priest? 

-i/Mw<?r.— Christ executeth the office of a priest, in 
his once offering up of himself^ a sacrifice to aati^ 
divine justice. 

Ass. Catechism. 



X HE method of salvation, through the at<menieBt 
of Christ, displays the infinite wisdom and goodness 
of God. It is snitable that we should endeavour to 
gain a right view of this atonement. For it is a fun« 
damental doerine in the christian scheme, and a mis- 
conception here, may lead to consequences of a dan- 
gerous and destructive tendency. 

\Ve may believe that Christ, by his suffi^rings, hath 
endured the penalty of the law, in such a manner, as 
in this respect fully to satisfy divine justice. But the 
nature of tllis satisfaction, becomes a subject of in- 
<|uiry. And it will be found that it does not necessa- 
rily terminate in the happiness of all the human race, 
but is rather an encouragement to the sinner^ to set 
about the work of his salvation. 
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I« Concerning the nature of divine justice. 

This is a formidable attribute ; in it) God appears 
clothed in terrible majesty, making himself known in 
the judgment which he executeth. But it breathes 
the same spirit with benevolence, and has the same 
moral excellence. One individual principle actuates 
the divine mind. God is love> This affection, in its 
different modifications, gains the name of the several 
moral attributes. Juslice may be considered, that at- 
tribute which fixes the sanctions of the moral law, and 
looks to the well ordering of the divine government. 

One of these sanctions consists in death, or endless 
suffering, as the wages of sin. This penalty is of 
great extent, and involves the offender in remediless 
ruin. According to the tenor of the law, sin is an 
evil of infinite magnitude, and exposes to intermina* 
ble misery, as the just consequence. This penalty, 
however, does not originate in a vindictive, revenge- 
ful spirit. And justice would lay aside its claims, if 
there were no other end to be answered, but the grati- 
fication which arises from the misery of the offender. 
The infliction of penal evil, must have something to 
justify it besides the satisfaction which the misery of 
the creature can give to the divine lawgiver. It will 
not do to vindicate the penalty of the law, by saying, 
" It 4s no more than the vile transgressor highly de- 
serves." There must be some further reason why 
such treatment of the sinner is just, or which consti- 
tutes his ill-desert. And if no reason, of a public na- 
ture, can be found for inflicting the penalty of the law, 
it ought in justice to be laid aside ; for in such a con- 
dition as this, to exact punishmetit, would rather be 
the injustice and unfeelingness of a tyrant, .than the 
tenderness of a wise and good sovereign. Hence W4 
may inquire, 
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IL Why justice required salis{acuon„ 
And here we may bring into View the public and 
general good, as the great object which renders such 
a satisfection necessary. It' was not surely required 
for the sake of rendering Ood abundant in goodness, 
and ready to forgive. His moral nature is immutable, 
and can admit of* no alteration. There is no want of 
compassion in him. Had nothing required the suf- 
ferings of Christ in the atonement, but a want of pity 
in the divine mind, they might have been spared. We 
must take heed, that we do not conceive of God as 
being unpropitipus, malevolent, and revengeful. We 
must not find the ground of the atonement to lie lA 
any such spirit of animosity. 

But, it seems, that the best good of the intellectual 
and moral world, requires that God should appear to 
be a terror to evil doers. And this is to be seen, by 
his requiring the expiatory sufferings of Christ. The 
wise moral Governor, that he may be just, has an im- 
mense system of creation to watch over and protect. 
He has to guard and defend the rights and privileges . 
of his moral government. This benevolent justice, 
which looks over citation with a watchful eye, is that 
kind of justice which rendered the atonement neces- 
sary. To maintain the interests of this kingdom it is 
requisite, that the divine laW should be seen in its 
dignity, loveliness, and spirituality. And to thb pur- 
pose, it must be supported } which is done by the 
atoning^sufferings of Christ. Thus the law is magni- 
fied and madp honouraJ>le. The divine authority of 
this4aw, is made to be respected through the holy- 
part of creation. 

Likewise, it is needful that there be an expression 
of the evil of sin. The good of the Whole requires 
X 2 
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Ihis manifestation. For thereby, holy beings are de*^ 
terred from transgression, and preserved in a state of 
rectitude. Also, a discovery of the turpitude of ua 
enhances the vaTue of holiness, and renders it a grea^* 
er good. In the satkfactbn which is made by Christy 
sin appears to be sin. The matchless sufferings of 
the divine Saviour, show that sin Is an evil of infinite 
extent, and tends directly to mar the moral beauty of 
creation, and introduce confusion, and evecy evil work. 
Thus by this view of sin, holiness becomes more de- 
sirable, more lovely, and the happiness of t^e intel^ 
lectual system is advanced. 

We must further add, that God may appear amia- 
ble, and infinitely the best good, it must be seen that 
he has a detestation and abhorrence of sin. It is from^ 
the display of himself that his creatures are made 
happy. And that he may make the fullest discovery 
of himself, he must manifest his feelings with regard^ 
to the extreme viknessof sin. This is done in the^ 
atonement Thea^ are some of the important truths^ 
which the satisfaction of Chrbt has served to elucidate^ 
and confirm ; and for which it became requisite* 

III. The satisfaction rendered in the atonement^ is. 
not to be viewed strictly as the payment of a debt. 

Salvation is, indeed, blood-bought. The blood o£ 
Christ » represented as the price, which was laid 
clown for redemption. But this must be viewed as a 
metaphmical expression, meaning that Christ's suf- 
ferings, and obedience, have made it consistent to for* 
give the sinner. 

Placing the atonement precisely upon the footing of 
a pecuniary transaction, it is conceived, alters the na- 
ture of justice. In the payment of a debt, one equi- 
valent good is rendered for another. And thus the 
^niage is repaired, and entire satisfaction made.-r^ 
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Bttt suffering can be nq good, upon any ptinciple. It 
can, in itself, be no gratification •r benefit to the pure 
an4 perfect justice of God. He hath no pleasure in 
the death of him that dieth^ He is a tender, com- 
passionate God* And n^iserjr can be no adequate 
dompensation for his goods which sinners have re- 
ceived and wasted. * .^ 

The atonement, then, is not to be viewed as the 
payment of a. debt, after our manner of negociation, 
but is rather to be considered as an expedient which 
infinite wisdom has devised, rendering it consistent to 
forgive transgressors. The mere sufferings of Christ 
could have had no avail, to save, were it not for the 
great and extensive ends which they brought to pass. 
And, as far aa these ends can be secured in a consist^ 
ency with the salvation of guilty men, God will ex- 
tend mercy. . He wiil save to the uttermost ; for his 
mercy endureth forever. 
. We will now add a few reflections, . 
. 1. We learn the sufficiency of the atonement. 

Christ hath made full satisfaction to divine justice. 
The atonement is of iiifinite value. There is no de* 
ficiency in the merit of the Redeemer. He hath 
taken upon himself the penalty of the law, and sub- 
mitted to its condemning sentence. His amazing 
sufferings have displayed its purity, justice and holi- 
ness, not less, and even far more, than the creature's 
sufferings could have done. When God spares not 
his own Son, but freely ogives him up to the agonies^ 
of the cross, then sin appears to be sin ; the law 
appears holy, just and good ; the divine authority 
is clothed with dignity, and God is exhibited in his 
transcendent purity, viewing sin as odious, and de- 
lighting in holiness. These truths are not less clear 
\h the atonement, than they would have been inthe> 
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final clestrucdoQ of the humem race. Indeed^ they 
are set forth in a vaatly stronger light, oir account of 
the matchless dignity of the divine Saviour. 

So thai we are not to suppose, that Grod*8 compas- 
sions can fail, by reason of any limitation in the atone- 
ment which Christ has made. 

2. The sufficiency of the atonement does not imply 
that all are to be saved. 

The satisfaction which Christ has rendered, is not 
such as to release the obligation of the sinner, and ex* 
tinguish the claims of justice upon htm. Bis charac- 
ter remains the same aa before. His ill-desert is not 
diminished % and he is entitled to nothing but the wages 
of sin. The satisfaction is not so set to his account, as 
necessarily to discharge him from the condemning 
power of the righteous law. Christ has not so can- 
celled the debt of justice, as that the guilty offender 
must be set free. He is not substituted in the pface of 
the sinner, in such manner, that his sufferings must, 
in equity, be taken in exchange for those Mfhich are 
the sinner's due. 

The atonenient does not necessarily terminate in 
the salvation of all men, any more than in the recovery 
of aposute angels, who kept not their first estate. God 
may have mercy on whom he will have mercy. He 
is still left free to dispense his mercies, as he pleases. 
If he sees wise ends to be answered, by leaving a por- 
tion of the human race to perish iii unbelief, he has a 
right so to do. Notwithstanding the rich atonemetit, 
the renovation of the creature still rests as an independ- 
ent favour, to be bestowed according to his wise ai^d 
sovereign pleasure. And we may ^e assured tliat 
God will save to the extent of his goodness. He will 
confer grace and glory upon lost sinners, as far as he 
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tan do it consistently with his own perfections, and the 
general good. 

3. The sufficiency of the atonement is our encour- 
agement, to set about the work of our salvation. 

No one need despair, oh account of any defect ih 
Christ's satisfaction. The chief of sinners may come, 
and find ample provision. Christ hath given himself a 
ransom for all. He hath made such display of the ex- 
cellence of the divine law, that this does not lie as an 
obstruction in the way to salvation. Whosoever will 
may come. The invitations of the gospel are free and 
large. A great and effectual door is opened. And it 
ttiust be encouraging to guilty men, to know that the 
way is cleared, and they may be forgiven upon their 
repentance. The richness of the atonement is calcula- 
ted to keep the trembling penitent from despondency. 
Who, in sincerity, ever sought, and was disappointed ? 

We have reason to bless God for this consistent plan 
of showing mercy. In his linsearcliable wisdom and 
goodness, he hath devised a method^ in which he can 
be just, and yet the justifier of such as believe. None 
but God, who comprehends his own existence, and the 
immense system of creation, could have seen how the 
atoning sufferings of Christ could have made such dis- 
play of truth, as to render it consistent to exercise 
mercy towards the apostate creature. Glory to God, 
that on earth is peace and good will towards men. In 
the view of these things, let us give all diligence to 
make our calling and election sure. Y. Zt 
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Why the atoning ^vff cringe of ChrUt were nec^mry in 
the goafieL 
THE atoning sufferingsiof Christ, were necessary in 
the gospel scheme^ for the same reason> as the eternal 
misery of the sinner was tmder the law ; to make a 
display of God's moral character— of his righteousness 
as king of the universe— of his sense of the turpitude 
of the sinners principles and practice — and also tlie na- 
ture of benevolence) in its high and in£nite soarce^ 
Godhead liimself. If God bad been governed by rer 
venge or personal reaentn\ent against the sinner, ther^ 
would have been no possibility o£ a gospel ; and the 
transgressor must have borne the necessary misery 
himself. But as the divine motive, in this matter, was 
solely the public benefit ; and as the sinner's misery 
was solely to answer a public and governmental ei^ 
God might accej>t as a sjuhstitute, whatever would an- 
swer the same purposes in government, and equally 
conduce to the blessedness of the unjiyerse. Whatever 
would make an equal display of the same traUiSi 
might be accepted in the stead of the sinner's eternal 
misery. The sufferings of Christ, who was both God 
and man, would in a limited time make this display in 
a higher degree than the eternal sufferings of th« 
whole universe ; and therefore his sufferings might be 
accepted by God in justice to his government, in tiie 
stead of so many sianers, as infinite wisdom saw it 
would be best to sanctify and forgive. By the suffer* 
ing of Christ, all those truths which relate to the di*- 
vine character, the support of his government, and the 
unchangeable obligation of the law, are seen in a 
brighter manner, than they could be by any suffering 
of the sinner under the law. It is thus that the gospel 
opens a greater view of God and the holy system, and 
prepares the way for higher happiness. 
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THREE CONVERSATIONS, 

ON 

Impuk^iottf Substitution^ and Particular 
JRddemption^ 

BY ANDREW FULLER. 



COArTERS^TIOJV THE FIRST. 



ON IMPUTATION. 



Jl ETER and James considered each other as good 
inen, and had for several years been in the habit of cor- 
responding on divine subjects. Their respect was 
tnutual. Their sentiments, however, though alike in 
the main, were not exactly the same ; and some cir- 
cumstances had lately occurred, which tended rather 
to magni^ the difference than to lessen it. Being both 
at the house of John, their common friend, they in his 
company fell imo the following conversation. 

I am not without painful apprehension said Peter to 
John, that the views of our friend James on some of 
the doctrines of the gospel, are unhappily diverted 
from the truth. I suspect he does not believe in the 
proper imfiutation of sin to Christ, or of Christ's righte- 
ousness to us; nor in his beiDg pur aubstUute^ or repre* 
tentative. 
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2S2 On Imputation^ 

John, Those am serious things ; but wimt so^ th0 
grounds, brother Peter, on which your suspidoDs rest I, 

Peter. Partly What he has published, which I caimot 
reconcile with those doctrines ; and partly what he ha« 
•aid in my hearii^ which I ponsider as an avowal of 
what I have stated. 

John* What say you to this^ brother James ? 

Jame^. X camibt tell whethet* what I have written or 
spoken accords with brother Peter's Ideas on these 
subjects : indeed X suspect it does not ; but I never 
thought of caUing either of the tioctrines in question. 
Were I to relinguish the one or the other, J should be 
at a loss for ground on which to wst mj salvatienw-*^ 
What he says of my avowing my disbelief of them in 
his hearing must be a misunderstanding. I did say, 
I suspected that /us views of imputation and substitu,'* 
tion were unscriptural s but had no intention of disown* 
ing the doctrines themselves. 

Peter. Brother James, I have no desire to assume 
any dominion over your* faith ; but should be glad to 
know what are your ideaw on these important subjects. 
Do you hold that sin was properly imputed to Chiist> 
or that Christ's righteousness is properly imputed to 
i^s, or not ? 

James. You are quite at liberty, brother Pcterj to ask 
me any questions on these subjects; and if you will 
hear me patiently, I will answer 3rou as, explicitly as I 
amable« 

John. Do so, brother James ; and we shall hear you 
not only patiently, but, I trust, with pleasure. 

James* To impute,* signifies in general, to cbarg^^ 
reckon^ or filace to 4iccounty according to the different 
objects to whiph it is applied. This word, like matiy 



* :wf^;^L€^0mnt. 
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•t&ersy has a proper, and nxi impmfter or %ttiiitive 
iDeaoki^. , 

First ; lit is s^plwd to the eharging^ rttkormtgf or 
placing $o the account of peraoiK and thkigSy 4/uu v^idcft 
properly belongs to thenu TKia I coitstder as xxa proper^ 
meaniiig. In this sense the word is used in the follow- 
ing passages. ^< Eli thought she (Hannah) had been 
dmnken-wHanan aiid Nbttaniah) the treasurers> vere 
counted £utthAil-^Let a man so account of us as this 
minister of Christ, and atew^s of the mysteries of 
God--«l.et such an one tJdnk thiS) that sueh as we are 
in word by letters when we are absent, sucih will we be 
aiso in deed when w€ are present— I reckon that the 
anfSenngs of tlus present tune are not worthy to be 
eompared with the glory that shall be revealed in us^"* 
Reckoning or accounting) in the above instances,, is no 
t^her than jiidgiog of persons and things according to 
vfhat they arcy or appear to be. To impute sin in this 
iBOse is to charge guUt upon the guUty in a judicial 
way» or with a view to punishments Thus ShUnei be* 
sought David that Ub iniqui^ might not be imfmted to 
khn ; thus the nuA is pronounced blessed to whom the 
lAStAin^mie^ notinifuity : »ad thu^ Paul prayed that 
the m of those who deserted him might not be laid to 
their chmgeA 

In thlsaense the term is ordinarily used in common 
&fe. Toimputo treason or any other c^rime to a^man, 
is the same thing as charging him with having com** 
mitted it, Mid with a view to his being punished* 

Secondly i It is supplied to the charging, reckoning^ 
^ placing to the accotmt of persons and things, that 

^ 1 Saas. u 13. Kek. xiti. 13. 1;. Gar. ir. t 2 Car. x. 11. 
Eom. viii. 18. 
. t 2 Sam. xiz. 19. Fs. xxsii. 2. 2 Tim. iv. 16. 
Y 
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vfbkk ^het n(Hprofierly belongs to thm^ a« though it dif[^ 
This I consider as its in^rt^ier^ or figurative ineaning«^ 
In thb sense the vord U used in the following pas- 
Bi ^es ' ^ And ibis your heave-offering^ shall be reck* 
9ned unto you tu though it were the corn of the thresh- 
ing-floor, and as the fulness of the wine-press-.-Whcrc- 
fbfc hidest thou thy face, and holdest me for thine ene- 
iny—^-lf the uncircumcision keep the righteousness of 
the hiW) shall not his undrcumcision be counted for 
eircufucision-^If he hath wronged thee, or oweth th^c 
aught, fiut that <m nunc accoutUj**^ 

It is in this latter sense that I understand the term 
when applied to justification. " Abraham believed God, 
and it was counted unto him for righteousness— To 
him that worketh not, but believeth on him thi^ ji^tl- 
fieth the ungodly, his &ith is counted for righteous^ 
ness/' The countingf or reckoning, in these instanceS| 
is not a judging of things as they tare ; but aa they are . 
720^, 09 though they vf^e, I do not thmk that faith here 
means the righteousness of the Messiah : fm* it is ex- 
pressly called ** believing." It means believing^ how« 
ever, not as a virtuous exercise of the mind which God 
cmisented to accept instead of perfect obedience, but 
at hm>ing respect to the firondsed Meadah^ and so -to his 
righteousness as the ground of acceptance.! Justifica- 
tion Is ascribed to faith,^ as healing frequently is in the 
New Testament; not as that from which the vfWt^^ 
proceeds, but as that which receives from the Savioiur's 
fulness. . : 

But if it y^re ttHowed that fatlh in these passages 
really meafts the object believed in, still tliis was not 

• Num. xviii. 27—30. Job; juu. 34. Rom. ii. 26. Pbilem. la 
f Expository Discourses on Gen. xv. 1—6. Aho Calvin's 
Inst bk. iii. ch. »i. $ 7. 
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Abraham's 6km righteousness^ and ooiild liot be pro- 
perly counted by him who judges df things as thejr 
are^ as being no. It w^B^reckorted unto him ag tf it were 
his ; and the effects, or benefits of it, were actually im- 
parted to him : but this was all. Abraham did not be- 
come meritorions, or cease to be unworthy. 

*< What is it to place our righteousness in the obe- 
dience of Christ (says Calvin) but to i^rm that here- 
by onty we are accounted righteous ; because the obe- 
dience of Chrbt is imputed to us as if it were our 

It is thus also that I understand the imputation of 
sin to Christ. He was accounted in the divine admin- 
istration j8« if he wercf or had been the sinner^ that those 
who believe in him might be accounted as if they wercy 
fir had been righteous. 

Birethreny I have done. Whether my statement 
be just, or not, I hope it will be albwed to be explicit. 

John, That it certainly is ; and we thank you* Have 
you any other questions^ brother Peter, to ask upon the 
subject? 

Peter. How do you understand the apostle in 2 Cor. 
v*2\. He hath made him to be drifor uey who knew no 
Mny tJidt we might be, made the righteouaneae of God in 
him ? 

Jamee, Till 4ately I cannot say that I have thought 
closely upon it. I have understood that several of our 
best writers conskler the word amartia Cain J as fre- 
quently meaning a sin-offering. Dr. Owen so inter- 
prets it in his answer to Biddle,t though it seems he 
afterwards changed his mipd. . Considering the oppo- 
sition between tlie sin which Christ was made, and the 
righteousness which we are made, together with the 

• In»t Bk. iii. ch. xi. $ 2. f P* ^l^* 
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•ame word lMa% UMd ibr that whick he ynskimde^ « 
and that which ha kmm noi^ \ am kicBiied to be of the 
doctoi^ kst o|)inioD ; namelfy that the aiii wlatk 
Christ waa made meona tm t^tc!^, and the lighteoi^' 
neaa which we are fluuie ismun rigskieoumea* itat^. I 
doubt not bnt that ibeelhinQn is to the ahvofferkig m^ 
der the law ; but not to its Yimi^nmde awf^rifice. Let 
me be a little aoore paitthxdar* There were twoihiiigft 
belonging to the BinoffiKring. Fir9ti The impetatioia 
of the atns of the peopk) Mgnified by the ^rieat's layv 
ing his hands upon the head of the unmal, and eonieap 
aing over it their tratwgreasions ; and whkh i^ caHecf 
<^ putOng them tipon it.''^ Thf^ U, it ws» cminted tm 
the divine adminktration ov if the oMinud had been the 
sinner, and the oniy uaner <^ tiw nadon. SeemHy^ 
Offering it in sacrifice, or << kiHIng it befot^ the Etord 
^M* an atonemc»t.**t Now the phrase, made dn^m^ 
Cor, ▼. S I . appears to refer to Witjhrst step in this pw>fc 
cess in order to the last. It is expressive of what was 
preparatory to Chiisi^s suffering death n^her than of 
the thing itself, just as our being made rightecumef^ 
expreases what vrss prteparatoi^ to God's besto^ng 
^pon us eternal Hfe. fiat the term made Is not to he 
taken Ikeraliy; fer that vrouid conv^ the idea i^ 
Christ's being really the isubject of moral evil. Iti^ 
expressive of a divine constitution^ by which our Re- 
deemer vdth his own consent, stood in the ^fmer^ 
^ace, as though he had been himi^f the transgressot* ^ 
just as the sin-oflbring under ther law was, in mercy to 
Israel, reckoned (^ accounted to have the sins of the 
people ^ put upon its head,'^ with this difference ; that 
was only a shadow, but this went really to take away 

• I,ev. xvi. 21. t L«^. 1. 4, J. 
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Peter. Do you consider Christ as having been pun* 
ished^ really <md firofitrly PUNrsHRj) ? 

James. I should think I do not. But what do you 
mean by punishment ? 

JPfter, An innocent person may iuffhr^ but, properly 
speakings ^9 cannot be ftunUhed, Punishment neces^ 
satily supposes criminality. 

Jetmeei Just sot and th^efore as I do not believe 
that Jesus was in any sense criminal, I^annot say he 
was really and properly punished. 

Pefcr.^ Punishment is the inBiction of natural evil 
for the commission of moral evil. It is not necessaiy, 
however, that the latter should have been committed 
by the party^— Criminality Is supposed : but it may be 
either personal or imputed^ 

Jatnes, This I cannot admit. Real and proper pun- 
ishment^ if I understand the terms, is not only the in- 
fliction of natural evil for the commission of. moral 
evil \ but the infiiction of the one ufton the fieraon who 
comtnitted the other^ and in diafUeasure against him. It 
not only supposes criminality, but that the party pun- 
ished was literally the criminal. Criminality commit- 
ted by one party, and imputed to another, is not a 
ground for real and proper punishment. If Paul had 
sustained the punishment due to Onesimus for having 
wronged his master, yet it would not have been real 
and proper punishment to him^ Imt suffering' only, as 
not being inflicted in displeasuro i^ainst him. I am 
aware of what has been said c^n this subject, that there 
was a more intimate i/nto;} between ChrUt and these 
for whom he died, than could ever exist between crea- 
tures. But be it so, it is enough for me that' the union 
was not such as that the actions of the one became those 
of the other, Christ, even in the act of offering him^ 
Y 2.. - _^ . 
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self a tacrificef wheii} to Apeak in tbe kngna^ qf tte 
Jewish law^ the una of the peot>le were put or kM 
vfxm hhn, gave himself nererthtteas thf $hm fot the 
unjtuu 

Peter. And fhua h » Hiat yoo tHidersts»4 the wordii 
•f Isaiaby 7)^^ JLord fmtk laid on fiim the iniquity of %m 
mU? 

James^ Yesf he bore the ponfshineiit due to our ftiAii^ 
or that which} considering the digmtf of hk pers<^ 
ifhs equlyalent to iu The phrase ^ He »li^ bear hia 
iniquity/' which to frequemfyooeiifs inthe Old Teeta^ 
roent) means, he shall bear the pums&fnenvdiie to Ixk 
roiqfiity« 

Peter. And yet j^ott deny that Chriet^s stjiferings 
were properly fietuiL 

JamcM, You wmiid n^t deny e«erhal life whkh is 
promised to befievers to be property a reward; b^ 
you wocdddeBf its b^ng « real and firmer rev^chni t^ 

THEM. 

Peter. And what then I , „ 

•■ Jam€9. If eternal life, though it be » reward, uid we 
partake of it, yet U reaMy and properly the reward c^ 
Christ *s ebedieiKte, and not oura; then the suSeiings^ 
of Christ, though they were « piuiishmeni, and he 
sustain^ it) yet were really and i^operly tNe p^nieb* 
mcnt of our sif)s, arid not his. W hal he h6re was ^vnt^ 
tshmeitt: that is, it was the expreesi^m of dirine disK 
pleasure against tmn^t^ssors* So whftt We efl|oy ^ 
^reward : that is, it is the eiipressiott of God*i wel^ 
^lemedness In ^e d^edience and death of hia Son^<-^ 
Bi^t ndther is the one a punkh^neM ^ Mmj m&g Uie 
«ther, pi'operly nfieidiingva reswaird to u^. 
, '■■ There «ppe2^3 to me great »€ct»racy in the scri]itw- 
ta) language on this subject. Wh«t our Ssviour im» 
dcrwent is almost always^ expressed by the term euj^ 
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JSpfTM^. Once it is called a cAaatigement : ftt tkere he 
is Qot said to have been chastised ; but ^ the chas^i^- ' 
, ment of our peace was ujion /limJ'* This is the bame 
as saying he i>ore aur punii>hment. He was made a 
cur9e for us ; that is, liavinjg bee« feckoned, or account- 
ed the sinner, aa though he bad actually been so^ he 
was treated accordingly, as one that had deserved to be 
an outcast from heaven and earth. I believe the wrath 
of God that was due to us was poured upon him : but 
X do not believe that God for one meipeilt was angry dr 
displeased mth ^im, or that he smote him from an^r 
such displesaure. 

There is a passage in Calvin's Inaiitutesj which so 
fully expresses my mind, that I hope you will excuse 
me if I read it. You will find it in Bk. ii. Ch« xvi. § 
1 0, 1 U ^Mt behooved him that he should, as it were, 
hand to hand, wrestle with the armies of hell, and the 
horrors of eternid death. The chastisement of our 
peace was Imd ujfion Mnu He was smitten of his Fa- 
ther for our crimes, and bruised fisr our. iniquities s 
whereby is meant that he was put in the stead of the 
wiipked, as surety and pledge, ]Ma, and m the itery 
guilty |>ers6n himself^ to sustain loid bear away all the 
punishments that should have beeu laU upon them, 
save only that he could not be holden of death Yet 
do we not mean that God was at any time either his 
enemy, or angry with him. For how could he beanh 
gry with his. beloved Son, uporPwhom his mind rest- 
ed ? Or how could Christ by his intercession iippefie 
his Father's wra^ towsu^s others, if; full of hatred, 
he has been ii»^eased against himself? But this is omr 
meaning — that be sustained the we^^ht of the divine 
displeasure ; inasmuch as he, heing stricken and tor- 
mented by the hand of God, did fetl oil the toktm of 
God when he U ungry and pumthctTiJ* . 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



260 On tmputatkri. 

Peter, Tfrc word* of scripture are vttfy express«*«- 
He hath 'made him to be mn for ut— 'He was madea 
eur9efiir u«.— Yoa im^, by 4Uatiiig antl quaEfying !&• 
terpretatioitosy voften what you consicter as intolerable 
Imrifhnesa, In other words, you may choose to correct 
the hnguage and sentiments of inspiration, and teach 
tlie apostie to speak of Itis liord with more decorumi 
lest his personal purity should be impeacbed^ and lest 
the odiamof the cross, annexed by divine law, remain 
Attached to hh death : but if you afaade by the obvious 
meaning of the passages^ you must hc^d \VHh a com^ 
mutation of fierHon»^ the imputation of sin and righte* 
ousness, and a vicariouo purdahmentj equally pregnant 
with execration as with death, 

Jokn. I wish brother Peter would forbear the use 
of language which tends ^Ot to convince^ but to irri- 
tate., 

Jame9. U there be aay thing convincing in it, I con* 
fbss I do not perceive it. I admit with Mr. Chamock^ 
*< That Christ was " made dn" at if he had sinned all 
the sins of men 5 and we ara ** made righteousness," 
a# if we had not sinned at aM." What n)ore is nece^* 
sary to abide by the obvious meaning of the words>^ 
To go further must he^ to maintain that Christ's beinf^ 
made dn means that he was liierally rendered wicked> 
and that his being made a curse is the same thing as hi& 
being punished for it according to his deserts. Bro. 
ther Peter, I am sure, does. not believe this shocking 
position : but he seems to think there is a medium be- 
tween bis being treated as if he were a sinner, and hk 
bein^ one. If such a medium there be? I should be 
glad to discover.it : at present it appears to mc to have 
no existence. 

Brother Peter will not suspect me, I hope, of wish« 
ing to depreciate his judgment^ )?hen I say^ that he 
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tj^pears t» nw to be fttUMched to certaui tei^ttis wkhi^ 
Wvii^ suffiqteBtljr weighed their im^oru In tsy»t 
eases fshovkltliffik It a privilege t^leam of l^m: but 
m some things I csmnc^ agi^ee with hlwi. In imler to 
Bwintaifi' the recU jand ftrofttr fmni^fmem of Chiist) he 
telks of his beklg << guilty by ifiaputatiOA/' The tel^ 
gfdityi I am aware> iso^en used by the^ogical writers 
for an o&Hffotion to fiuHkhmeni^ «hd sa applies to ^Nft 
^voluntary (Mgation which ChrM emmo uad^r to mni- 
tain the punishment of our sins : but strktlf speidttof » 
guiH is the denett of ponishtnent $ and this can novef 
«^ly but to the t>fiender. It is the opposite of iTttta- 
oente. 'A Tduntary c4illgatioo to eftdtire the punish- 
ment of another is not gtittt, anf more than a cobs0- 
^uent exemption from obiigatibn in the offender, is 
innocence. Both guUt and innocence are transfbrs^iie 
in their effects, but in themselves they are untraiidfei^ 
able. T hey ssy that Christ yrt&reckoned or counted in 
the divint administration 04 if he were the unner^ aad 
came under an obligation to endure the curse or pun* 
ishment due to our sins, is one things but to say be 
deserved that cut'se^ is another. Guilty strtctiy spedt* 
ing, it the inseparable attendant of transgression, mH 
couid never therefore for one moment occupy the 
conscience of Christ. If Christ by imputadon be- 
came deserving of punishment, we by non-imputadon 
tease to deserre it ; and if our demerits b6 litaidly 
transferred to him, his merits must of catxtte be the 
same to us : and then, instead of approaching God d& 
guilty and unworthy ^ we might take consequence to 
ourselves before him, as not only guiltless, butmerito- 
rious beings* . 

Peter. Some who profess to hold that believers are' 
justified by the righteousness oi Christ, deny, never- 
theless, that his obedience itself is imputed to them : 
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fqrtbty maiptain that tbe scripture represents be- 
lievers at receiving only the benefit9% or effects of 
Christ's righteousness in justificatioot or theu^ b^n^ 
pardoned and accepted for Christ's rigfueaU9nc8% wkt. 
But it is not merely for the wke of Christ, or of whs^ 
he has done, that believers are accepted of Godr and 
treated as completely righteous; but it is in him as 
their Head, Representstive, and Substitute ; and by 
the imputation of tbat ver^ obedience which as such he 
peribrmed to the divine law, that they are justified. - 

Jame^, I have no doubt but that the imputation of 
Christ's righteousness presupposes a union with him ; 
ance th^re is no perceivable fitness in bestowing beqei- 
fits on one ^r anotherU wke where there is no union 
or relation subsisting between them. It is not such « 
union, however, as that the attionn of either become 
those of the othtr. That « the scriptures represent be- 
lievi^rs as receiving wily the benefits or the effects of 
Christ's righteousness in justification," is a remark of 
which I am not able to perceive the Csdlacy : nor does 
it follow that his obedience itself is not impute to 
them. Obedience itself may be and is imputed, wlule 
its effects only are imfiartedy and consequently recaved. 
1 never met with a person who lield the absurd notion 
•f imputed .benefits, or imputed punishments ; and 
am inclined to think there never was such a person* 
Be that however as it may, sin on the one hand> and 
righteousness on the other, are tlie proper objects 4>f 
imputation; but that imputation con^^/A in chargii^ 
or reckoning them to the account of the party in suck* 
a way as to imfiort to him their evil or beneficial ef- 
fects. 

Peter, The doctrine for which I contend as taught 
by the apostle Paul, is. neither novel, nor more strong^^ 
ly expressed than it has formerly been by authors n£ 
eminence. 
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y James. It may be so. Wc hare been told of an old 
protestant writer who says, that ^ In Christ, sind by 
Mm, every true christian may be csdled a fulfiUer qf 
the law:'* but I see not why be might not as weU have 
added, Every- true christian may be said to have been 
slain, and, if not to have redeemed himself by his own 
blood, yet to be worthy of all that blessing, and honour, 
and gfery, that shall be conferred upon him in the 
world to come*— What do you think of Dr. Crisp's 
Sermons? Has he not carried your principles to an 
extreme? . . 

Peter, I cordially agree with Witsius, as to the 
impro^niety of' calling Christ a sinner^ truh/ a sinnery 
the greatest of dfmers^ &c. yet I am far from disap- 
proving of what Dr. Crisp, and some others, meant by 
those exceptionable expressions. 

Jamesi- If a christian may be called afidfiller of the 
lawy on account of Christ's obedience being imputed 
tt> him^ I see not why Christ may not be called a trans* 
gressor of the fow, ort account of our disobedience 
being imputed to him. Persons and things shoiUd be 
called what they ure. As to the meatdng of Dr. Crisp, 
I am very wiilmg to think he had no ill design : buf 
my concern is with the meaning which his words con- 
vey to his readers. He considers God in charging 
our sins on Christ, and accounting his righteousness 
to us, as reckoning of things as they ar^. (p. Siso.) He 
contends that Christ was really the sinner, or guilt 
could not have been laid upon him. (p. 272.) Impu- 
tation of sin and righteousness, with him, is literally 
and actually a transfer of character ; and it is the ob- 
ject of his reasoning to persuade his believing hearers' 
that 'from henceforward Christ is thfe sinner, and not 
they. " Hast thoii been an idolater,'* sajrs he, " a 
blasphemei^ a despiser of God's word, a profaner of 
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I£ tliott ba^ piort m ChrUW fUl th^9C tratu^frtp^onB 0^ 
Mnc heeome /KtiuaU^ tht tr^nfigremmis ^ C/nrist^ tm^ 
MO cetue to betJ^ine^ and thou cea^4t to be airtmsgrcM^ 
sfurfrom the Um€ (My vcr€ tq^ ufiou C^MHf to t/tt la^t 
hoia- (/ tky Hfet tp that now Uipu lurt itor on idolateri 
aperaectttoTt a tfaiei^ a Uari &^.-p*4hou artno^ a sinful 
person. Reckon whaterer .sia you compit, when as 
^90^ have part px Chriati jqv are alt that Chi^t was^ 
and Chriftt ia all that ]^ou w^re."* 

If the meaning of this passage be true and good^ I 
aee nothing e:;^cepuonable in^.theesipresfions* All 
that can be said isr that the wHter explicitly atates his 
principle and avows its legitimate consecpences. I 
believe the principle to be false.— >(l.)Becauae neither 
sin nor righteousness are m tbemaelves transferable* 
The act and deed of one person may a^ct smoker in 
many ways, but cannot possibly becon>e his act and 
deed.*^3^) Hecause the scriptures uniformly declaim 
Christ to be sinlesS) and believers to be sinful crc^ 
tfiresv^3.) Be^^ause believers themselves have in all 
ages eor\fe»9qi their sioa, ai»d applied to the mercy- 
aieai forj^rgivenes^. They never plead such an union 
as shall render their sips not theirs, but Christ'^ ; but 
merely such a one as affords ground to apply for pa^r- 
don in Mi namci ox for, M^ sakAi not as worthy claim- 
antS) but as unworthy supplicants. 

Whatever reasonings we may give into, there are 
certain Umes in which comcience will bear witness^ 
that notwithstandmg the imputation of our sins to 
Christ) ^e are actually the-^^nners ; and I should have 
^ov^ht no good man could ha^re gravely g^neal^ut 
to overturn its testimony. Yet this is what Dr. Gi^ 

• p. 2m 
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Itt^'do^e. ^ Believers thinky says he, that they find 
Hieir trsinsgressions in their own consciences, and they 
imagine that there i^ a siting of this poison still behind, 
v^oundh)g them : but, bek>ved, if this principle be 
received for ^ truth, th«t God hath hid thy iniquities 
on Christj how can thy transgressions, belonging to 
Christ, be found in thy heartland conscience ?— -Is thy 
conscience Christ ?*' p» 269r 

Perhaps no man has gone further than Dr. Crisp in 
his attempts at consistency ; and admitting his princi- 
ple, that imputation consists in a transfer of charac- 
ter, I do not see who can dispute his cotM:lusions.— - 
To have been perfectly consistent, however, he should 
have proved that all the confessions and lamentations 
of believers, recorded . in scripture, arose from their 
being under the mistake which he labours to rectify ; 
that is, thinking sin did not cease to be theirs, even 
when under ihe fullest persuasion that the Lord would 
not impute it to them, but would graciously cover it 
by the righteousness^of his Son. 

John. I hope, my brethren, that what has been said 
in this free conversation will be reconsidered with 
candour ; and that you will neither of you impute de- 
signs or consequences to the other which are not 
avowed. 

COJSrVERSATiOJ^ THE SECOJSTB. 
ON SUBSTITUTION. 



Jc 



I OHN. I think, brother Peter, you expressed at 

the begindng of our last cortversation, a strong sospi^ 

cion that brother James^ denied the substitution qf 

Christy as well as the proper imputation of sin and 

Z 
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lighteonsness. What has passed on the ktter subject 
would probably tepd either to coAfirm or remove yoiir 
^spcions respectiag the Siumer. 

Peter. I confess I was mistaken in some of my SQSh 
picions. I confer our Mead as a good man ; butam 
fisir from being satisfied with what I stifi understand to 
be hb views on this important subject* ' 

John. It gives me great pleasure to hear the honest 
concessions of breth^eni when th^ feel themselves 
in any measure to have gone too^ ht. 

Peter. I shall be glad to hear brother James's ^ato- 
vnent on aubatitutioth and to kaow wheti^er he consaid^ 
crs our Lord in his undertduog as having sust^dned 
the character of a Hecuif or- ReftreMntutive ; and if se^ 
whether the persons for whom he was a sobstitute 
were the elect only, or mankind in general. 

James. I must acknowledge that on this subject I 
feel considersd>ly at a loss. I have no consciousness 
of having ever called the doctrine of substituuon in 
quesdon. On the contrary^ my hope of salvation rests 
lipon it ; and the sum of my delight, as a miniver of 
the gospely consists in it. If I know any thing of my 
own heart, I cmi say of my Savioiir as laying dowa 
his life fory or instead ^sinners, aswas aaid of Jeru- 
salem by the captives — J/ IJbrget thke, let tny right 
hand forget : If I do not remember theb, let my tongue 
cleave to the roof qf my mouth J 

{^ James here paused, and wept; and both John and 
Peter wept with him. After recovering himself a lit- 
tle, he proceeded as follows^3 

I have always considered the denial of this doctrjne 
as being of the essence of Socinianism. I coidd not 
have imagined th^ any person who^ hope of aec^t- 
ance with God rests not on any goodness in hUnselJ^ 
but entk*ely on the righteousness. o| Chriat, iDspuied 
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tb. hfm a« if it ^ere Ma owe, MRouid hftVe been account- 
ed to disdwn his sutoitution. Bat perhaps, my dear 
brother (for such I feel him to be, notwithstanding our 
differences) may include in his ideas of this subject, 
that Christ vntA so our A^idand refitesentattve^ as that 
ivhat he did and sufiered, we iM and suffered in him. 
[To this Peter assented.] If no more were meant by 
this, resumed James, than that what he did and suf- 
fiired is gradoasly accepted on our behalf a& if it were 
curs^ I freely, as I have said before^ acquiesce in it>' 
But I do not believe, and can hardly persuade mjrself 
that brother Peter beUeves, the obedience and suffer- 
kige of Chtist to be so ours, as that we KSXi properly 
be sdd to have obeyed and suffered. 
* Christ was and is our head^ and we are his mem- 
bers : the union between him and us, however, is npt 
in all respects the samre as that which is between the 
head and the members of the natural body : for that 
would go to explain away all distinct consciousness 
and aecountableness on our part. 

As to the term refvreaentativt^ if no more be meant 
by it than that Christ so personated us as to die in our 
stead, that we, believing ih him, should not die, I h^ve 
nothing to object to it. But I do not believe that Christ 
was so our representative, as that what he did and suf- 
fered) we did and suffered ; and so became meritori- 
ous^ or deserving of the divine favour.— -But I feel my- 
self in a wide field, and must entreat yot^r indulgence 
while I take up so much of the conversation. 

Peter and John, Go on, and state your sentiments 
without apology. 

James. I apprehend then that many important mis- 
takes have arisen from considering the interposition of 
Christ under the notion of pacing a debt. The blood 
jif Christ is indeed the /trice of our redemption, or that 
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lotihe sakeof Iwkich we ace^ilellverBd fhrni tkei 
of tkeiaw^ but tfaU meta|»rictl kodguftge, as «c^ mft 
that of head and membtrsy may be •carried ^06 £eir, aad 
may lead us. ifito many errors. In cases of il^t and 
O'edit among men» where.a surety undertakes to 're* 
prcuent the debtor, from the moment his undertaking 
is^acceptedf the debtor is free, and may dsdm hb liber^ 
ty, not ^ a matter of &vouri*at leaiit on the part of the 
creditpr» but of strict justice. Or should the tmder- 
taking be unknown to him for a time, yetassocm as 
he knows it, he may demand las discharge^ and, 4t miqr 
be^ think himself hardly treated by being kept hi bond* 
age so long after iiia debt bsd been actually pxdd. But 
who in their sober senses will imagine thb to be analo* 
gous to the redemption of sinners by Jesus Christ ?»-?- 
Sin is a debt only in a metaphorical sense : pi-op^rly 
^>eaking, it is a crime^ and satisfaction for it requires 
Ut be made not ^ peminiary, but on mpral prippiples^ 
If Philemon had accepted of that part of Paul's jojffec 
which respected property, and had placed so much to 
his account as he considered Onesimus to have " ow- 
ed" him, he could not have, been said to haverflmir/^d 
his debt ; nor would Onesimus have had to thank him 
for remitting it But it is supposed of Onesimus that 
he mightnot only be in debt to his master^ but ha:Ve 
f' wronged" him* Perhaps he had embezzled his 
goods^ corrupted his childreaj or injured bis ch^trac- 
ter. Now for, Philemon to accej>t of that part of the 
offer, wei'e very dUTerent from the other. In the one 
case he would have accepted of a pecuniary represent- 
ative ; in the other of a moral one ; that is, of a ma- 
diator. The satisfaction in the one case would annUii- 
late the idea of remission ; but not in the other.— ^ 
Whatever satisfaction Paul might give to Philemou 
respecting the woimd inflicted upon his character and 
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hsnomr as ^tm'htmA of a &milf, it woiM'ii«t supersede 
the neoeiftity of pfvdoB being souglit fagr the ofleadeT} 
«id freelf b e atow ed bf the offended. ^ 

The reason^f this ddSercnce is easily perceived. 
Debts are transferrable ; but crimes are not. A third 
pc^rson may cancel the one ; but he can only oblite- 
rate the effecta of the other ; the desert of the criminal 
remains. The debtor is accottntable to his creditor as 
a ftrivate indiridaal) who has power to acceftf of a 
surety, or if he please, to remit the whole, without 
any satb&ction. In the one case he would be just ; 
in tfie other merciful : but no place is afforded by ei- 
ther of them for the combination of justice and mercy 
in the same procee^hg. The criminal, on the other 
handy is amenable to the magbtrate, oi* to the head of 
a femily, as ^jftub&c person, and who, especially if the 
offence be capital, cannot remit the punishment without 
imr^ding law and justice, nor in the ordinary discharge 
of his office, admit of a third person to stand in his 
place. In extraorc^ary cases, however, .extraordina* 
ry expedients are resorted to. A satisfaction nnay be 
made to law and justice, as to the^'rir of them, while 
the letter b dispensed with^ The well-known story of 
Zaleucus, the Grecian law giver, who consented to 
lose one of hb eyes to spare one <^ his son's eyes^ 
who by transgressing the law had subjected himself 
to the loss of botji, is an example. Here, as far as it 
went, justice and mercy mere combined in the same act : 
and had the satisfaction been much fuller than it was, 
so full that the authority of the law, instead of bebg 
weakened, should have been abundantly magnified 
and honoured, slill it had been perfectly consistent with 
free forgiveness. 

2 2 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC' 



270 On Substkutioff.^ 

Finally : In the casQ pf tfie idebtor, satU&Oion im^ 
ing once accep^eUj justice r^qmre^ hi» complete dis* 
charge : but in that of the criminal) where ^atisfaclioa 
is made to the wounded honour of the law, and the 
authority of t!>e lawgiver, justice* though ii admits of 
his discharge, yet no otherwise requires it than as k 
may have been matter of promise Jto the substitute. 

I do not mean to say that cases of this sort afford a 
competent representation of redemption by Christ.— 
That is a work which not only ranks with extraordl- 
^ry interpositiops, but which has no parallel; it is a 
work of God| which leaves all the petty concerns of 
mortals infinitely beliiod it. All that comparisons can 
do, is to give us some idea of the firindtUc on which it 
proceeds* 

If the following passage in our admired j^iifZ/on were 
considered as the language of the law of ianocencet it 
WQuld be inftccurate— 



- Man disobeyingv 



He with his whole posterity must die r 
Dic he, or justice must ; unless forlihn 
Some other able, and as wilting, pay. 
The rigid satisfaction^ death for death." 

Abstractly considered, this is true ; but it is not ex* 
pressive of what was the revealed law of innocence. — 
The law made no such condition, or provision j nor 
vasit indifferent to the lawgiver who should sufTer, 
the sinner, or another on his behalf. The language of 
the law to the transgressor was not thou shalt dicj or 
some one on thy behalf; but simply thou shatt die : apd 
had it literally taken its course, every child of man 
inust have perished. The sufferings of Christ in our 
stead, therefore; are not ^ pum3hment inflicted in the 
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«fdinar7 course of distributive justice ; but an extraor* 
dinary interposition of infinite vvisdom and love : not 
contrary to, but rather above the law, deviating from 
the letter, but more than preserving the spirit of it.— 
Such, brethren, as , well as 1 am able to explain them> 
are my views of the substitution of Christ. 

Peter, Ttie objection^ our so stating the substitu- 
tion of Christ, as to leave no room for the free pardon 
of sin, has been often made by those who avoivedly re- 
ject his satisfaction ; but for any who really consider his 
death as an atonement for sin, and as essential to the 
ground of a sinner*s hope, to employ the objection 
ag£unst us, is very extraordinary, and must) I presume, 
proceed from inadvertency. -^ 

. James, If it be so, I do not perceive it. The grounds 
of the objection have been stated as clearly and as fully 
as 1 am able to state them. 

John, What are your ideas, brother James, with re- 
spect to the persons for whom Christ died as a substi- 
tute ? Do you consider them as the elect only, or man- 
kind in general ? 

James. Were I asked concerning the gospel when 
it is introduced into a country, For whom was it sent ? 
If I had respect only to the revealed will of God, I 
should answer, It is sent for men, not as elect, or non- 
elect, but as sinners. It is wr^itten and preached, ^^ that 
they might believe that Jesus is the Christ the Son of 
God, and that believing they might have life through 
his name." . But if I had respect to the appointment 
of God, with regard to its application, I should say^ 
If the divine conduct in this instance accord with what 
it has been in other instances, he hath visited that 
country to " take out of them a people for his name.'* 

In like manner, concerning the death of Christ, if 
I speak of it irrespective of the purpose of the Father 
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and the 6<m a& to the objects who should be saved by 
it ; referring merely to vhat it is in Itself 9vS£iiatsut 
fori a|id decliured in the gospel to be adapted to, 1 
should think I answered the question in a scr^ural 
way in saying, It was /or nrmer^^ at shmcf* But if 
I have respect to the purpose of the Father in gi^ 
^hig his Son to die, and lo tiie design ti Chriat in lay- 
ing down hb lifei I shoold answer, It waa^ ld9 dect 
only. 

JnthcJIrat of these views, I find the apoatlea a&d * 
primitive minis^rs (leamg the cont^era^nof Gwl's ' 
secret purpose.as a matter belonging to himself not to> 
theaa) addressing themselves «o sinners without ^s- 
tinction, and holding forth the sacrifice of Christ aa a. 
ground of faith to all men. On this principle, the ser- 
vants sent Ibrthto bid guests to the mattTtage^supper,' 
were directed to invite them, saying, ^* Come, Foa all- 
things are ready.*' On this pcindple ^ ambassadors 
of Christ besought uanera to be reconciled to God : 
Fom, said they, ^< He hafth made lum lobe sm for us, 
who knew no un, that we might be made ^ righte- 
ousness of God in him." 

In the iast view, I find the apostiea ascfU^ig to tlie 
purpose and discriminating grace of God all their suc- 
cess*-» As many aa were ordained to eternal life be* 
lieved" t ea ching believers ako to ascribe every Htm^ 
that they were, or hoped to be, to the aame cause ; ad* 
dressing them as having been before the foundation of 
the world, belor^ed and chosen ^ God; the children or 
aonf, whom it was the de^gn of Chri^ in becoming in- 
carnate to bring tof^ry ; the church of God, which he 
purchased with his own blood, and for which he gave 
himself that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of wa^rby th# word, thai he B%ht present it 
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t0 himself a glorkms church) not haying spot or vfxm* 
kle, or any such thing. 

If the substitution of Christ consist in his dying foTf 
or instead oi others, that they should not dicy this, us 
comprehending the designed end to t>e answered by 
hi& death) is strictly applicable to none but the elect: 
for whatever ground there is for sinners as sinners to 
believe and be saved, it never was the purpose or dis* 
sign of Christ to impart faith to any other than those 
Who were given him of the Father. He therefore 
did not die with the intent that any others should hot 
die. 

Whether I can perfectly reconcile these statements^ 
with each other, or not, 1 embrace them as being both 
plainly taught in the scriptures. I confess, however, 
1 do ifot at present peroeive their inconsistency. If 2 
be not greatly mistaken^ what apparent contradiction 
> may attend them, arisiss chiefly from that which has 
been already mentioned, namely, the considetingof 
Christ's substitution as an aSkir between a creditor and 
a debtor J or carrying.the metaphor to an extreme. In 
that view the sufferings of Chiist would require to be 
exactly proportioned to the nature and number of the 
!»ns wbicii were- laid upon him; and ifmore unnem 
had been saved, or those who are saved had been 
greater sinners .than thoy are, he must have boi^ne a 
proportionable increase of suffering. . To correspond 
with pecuniary satisfjactiops this must undoubtedly be 
the case. I do not know that any writer has so stated 
things ; but am pei*suaded that such ideas are at the 
bottbm of a large part of the reasonings on that side of 
the subject. - ^ 

In atonement, or satisfaction for crzTne, things do not 
proceed on this calculating prmciple. ' It is true there 
was a designation of the sacrifices offered up by Heze- 
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Idah : tAay V(M^ ofered not only for Judah, but for 
those that remained of the ten tribes: ^ for so the tLing 
cemmanded) that the bumt-ofTeiing and the shi-ofi'er- 
kig should he madie /or aU Ihrael*** But the sacrifices 
themselves werorthc same for both as they ^ould have 
been for onet and required to be cht same for one as 
they were for both. It was their dengnatton only thaf 
made the di^erence. , . 

Thus I conceive it b in reigeel of the sacrifice of 
Christ. If £Bwer h^ been savdd than are, to be con*' 
distent with justice, it required to be by the s&tme pet^ 
feet atonement ; apd if more had been saved than ari^ 
even the whole human race, there needted no ether.— 
But if the satisfaction of Christ was in f?«(?(/" sufficient 
Ibr the whole world) there is no further propriety iri 
asking, " Whose sins were imputed to Christ ? or, 
For whom did he die lis a substitute T' Than as it is 
thereby inquired* Who were the persons whbm he in- 
tended finally to save \ 

That which is equally necessary for few as for msny^ 
must, in it^own nature, be equally si^^eient for many^ 
as for few ; and could not proceed upon the principled 
the skiaof «ome being laid on Christ rather than others, 
any otherwise than as it was the design of the FieltheT' 
synd the Son, through (»ie all-sufficient medium, to par* 
don the elect, whUe the rest ara left to perish, n6tM4th« 
sfMiding, in their idns. ^ 

It {|eems to be as consmmnt with truth to say, a cer^ 
tain number of Christ's acts of obedience becorne ours^ 
as that a certain number of our sins become his. In 
the 'former case his one undivided obedience, stamped 
as it is with divinity, affords a ground of justification 
t(E> any number of believers: in the latter, his oft© 

• 2 Chron. xxix. 24. 
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lUoQementi stamped also as^ it is wkh dhrinity, is m^ 
£ciept for the pardon of any number of sias^ or sin* 
ners. Yet as Christ laid not bis life down but % c&ve^ 
nant i as the elect were given him to be the ptii^hase 
of his bloody or the fruit of the travail of his soul, he 
had rc^apect^ in all be did and suffered) to this repom- 
pense of reward. Their salvation was ^e joy that was 
set before him. It was for the covering of tkeir trans- 
gressions that he becaone obedi^t unto death. To 
them his substitution was the same in effh<;t as if their 
sioa had by number and measure been literally im- 
parted ta him. 

I am not aware that any principle which I imbibe is 
inconsistent with Christ's Is^ing down his life by cove- 
nctntj or with hi» being the Surety^ of that covenant, 
pledging hif&self for the certain accomplishment of 
whatever he undertook : as that all that were given 
bim should eome tohhn, should not be lost, but raised 
up at the last day, and be presented without spot ahd 
blameless. All this I cimsider as included in the de^ 
sign of the Father and the Son, with respect to the ap* 
plication of the atonement* 

John, I have heard it ol^iscted to youri views of the 
mfficienqf of the^ atonement, to Uhis effect-*-" How 
does thiaprincii^affeird.a groundibr general invita* 
tions^ if th^ design was confined to his elect people ? If 
the benefits of his^ death were never intended for the 
non^elect, is it not just as inconsistent to invite them 
to partake of themf as if dvere were a want of sufficien'- 
cy ? Thi»expkination therefore seems only to be shift- 
ing the difficulty." 

James. Pharaoh was exhorted to tet Israel go ; and 
had 1^ complied, he had saved hisowniifo, and that of 
a great number of his people : yet, all things consider- 
ed, it was not God's intention to save Pharaoh's life, 
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nor that of the £g3rptis^. And is there no diffbrencc 
between this, and his being exhorted under a promise 
in which the object promised had no existence t 
. It is a fact tteitthe scriptures rest the general inVh* 
tations of the gospel upon the atonement of Christ.* 
But if there wei^e not a sufi&cicncy in the atonetiseiiC 
for the salvation <^ sinners without^ distincti(^, i^o^ 
could the ambassadors of Christ beseech them to be 
reconciled to God, and that from the consideration of 
his haying been made sin for us who knew no sin, tliat 
we might be made the righteousness of God ia Kim ? 
What would you think of the fallen angels being ii^ 
vited to be reconciled to God) from the considemtioa 
of an atonement having been made for fallen men ? — 
You would say, It is inviting them to partake of a 
benefit which has no exiatence^ the obtakung of which, 
therefore, is naturally imfioadble. Upon the suppo- 
sition of the atonement being insuf&dent for the^r 
yation of any more than are actually saved by it^ the 
non -elect, however, are in the same state, wkh respect 
to a being recon^led taGod through it, as the foll^ 
angels; that is, the thing is not only morallyi bat 
naturatty imfioaaible. But if there be an objective )^- 
ness in the atonement of Christ, sufficient for anjr 
number of sinners, were they to believe in him, there 
is no other impossibility in the way of any man's sal- 
vation, to whom the gospel comes at least, than what 
arises from the state of his own mind. The intention 
of God not to renriove this impossibility, and so not to 
save himf is a purpose to witJ^hqld not only that which 
he was not obliged to bestow, but that which is never 
represented in the scriptures as necessary to the con^ 
sbtency of exhortations or invitations. 

f 2 Cor^T. 19--ai. Matt xxii. 4. John iiiv 16. 
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I do not deny that there is difficulty in these state- 
ments; but it belongs to the general subject of recon* 
ciling the purposes of God with the agency of man : 
whereas, in the other case, God is represented as in- 
viting sinners to partake of vf hat has no existence, and 
which therefore is physically impossible. The one, 
while it ascribes the salvation of the believer in every 
stage of it to mere grace, renders the unbeliever in- 
excusable, which the other, I conceive, does not. In 
skort, we must either acknowledge an o1>jective ful- 
ness in Chtist's atonement, sufficient for the salvation 
of the whole world, were the whole world to believe 
ihhim; or, in opposition to scripture and common 
sense, Confine our intitations to believe, to such per- 
sons as have believed already. 

John, May I ask you, brother Peter, whether, on a 
review of what has passed, you consider brother James 
as denying the doctrines ofhrtfiuktHon^&nd 9ubatUutiony 
Qlt either of them ? 

Peter. Though I consider brother James's state- 
ments as containing various mistakes ; and though I 
am exceedingly aycrse from the necessary consequent 
ces^of certain tenets, which, if I rightly understand 
him, are avowed in them ; yet I am now convinced 
that respecting those doctrines, he did not intend what 
I supposed he dijd. It behooves me therefore frankly 
to acknowledge, that I have unintentionally misrepre- 
sented his sentiments respecting them, for which I 
am truly sorry. 

John. I hope, brother James, you are satisfied with 
this acknowledgment. 

James, Perfectly so ; and shall be happy to hear 
brother Peter's remarks on those i>articulars in which 
he may still consider me as in the wrong, 
««v A a , 
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cojsrvERS^Tioj\r the third. 



ON PARTICULAR REDEMPTION. 



X ETER. NotwithstaQding wh^t our brother James 
has stated) I am far from being satis&ed mth hi^ vlcijii^s 
as they affect the docrine of Farticxdar Rtdempiionf 
If I understand him^ his sentiment may be expressed 
in this position : The fiarticularity of the atonement 
consists in the sovereign fileasure of God with regard to 
its afifilication. 

^ James, I should rather say, The fiarticulurif^ of r<- 
demption consists in the sovereign fileasure of God vdth 
regard to the afifilication qfthe atonement.; that /«, with 
regard to the persons to whom it shall be applied^ 

John, It is to be understood then, I presume, that 
you both believe the doctrine of partici^Iar redemption^ 
and that the only question between you is, wherein it 
consists? 

Jflme^. So I understand it. ^ 

Pe^er. I consider the aforementioned position as 
merely a reconciling expedient, or compromise be- • 
tween principles which can never be reconciled. 

James. I am not conscious of embracing it for any 
suth purpose— but let me hear your objections agaiqst 
it. 

Peter* It places the particularity of redemption in 
application. I understand indeed, that by application 
you include not only what the New Testament denomi« 
nates receiving the atonem^nt-^-^/te sprinf^ling qf the 
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hhod of Jems XJhriat — and faith in his blood; but also 
the absolute intention of Christ in his death to save all 
those who shall be finally happy. • But notwithstand- 
ing the unauthorised latitude of meaning which is 
here claimed for a particular term, to render the posi- 
tion more plausible, various and cogent reasons may- 
be urged against it. Among others, it confounds the 
atonement itself with its application to the sinner. — 
Whereas, though the former completely ascertain tlie 
latter, yet not being the same fruit of divine favour, 
they must not be identified. The term application 
* always supposes the existence of whatever is applied* 
The atonement therefore must be considered as exist- 
ing, either actually, or in the divine decree, before 
it can b« applied to the sinner. The application of a 
Uiing to any person, or for any purpose, ought not to 
be confounded with the thing itself. Hence in former 
times hardly any distinction was more common among 
theological writers, than that between what they de- 
nominated the imfietration and the a/ifilication of re- 
demption. Tx> rep^esent the intention of Christ in his 
death to save Paul, fof instance, and not Judas, under 
'the notion of afifilying the atonement to the one and 
not to the other, is to me at least a perfectly novel 
sense of the word application, and was, I presume, 
adopted to meet the necessities of this hypothesis. 

James. The whole of what you have said rests upon 
a mistake at the outset. You say, the position in ques- 
tion " places the particularity of redemption in a/ifili- 
cationV Whereas, if you recollect yourself, you will 
find that it places it in the sovereign fileasure of God 
ttfith regard to apfiiicntion. The difference between 
this and the other is as great as that between election 
and vocation. Instead of my confounding redemption 
or atonement) therefore^ with application, I have just 
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cause to complsan of you for having confounded aj^fi- 
cation with the sovereign pleasure of God respectio^ 
it, and for having loaded me with the consequences. 

Peter. But have you never mi^de use of the terjn 
ajijilicatiouy so as to include the divine intension ^^ - 

James, I am not aware of having done so j but 
whether I have or pot, you were not animadverting <^ 
what I may have said ' at other times, but on the posi- 
tion which you yourself had stated, which position e^^ 
firms the very opposite of what you allege, Allowiiig 
you to animadvert, however, on other W4>rdsthaxi i^oGS^ 
contained in the positioni and admitting Uiat I may 
have spoken or written in the manner you allege, sUll 
it has been merely to distii^uish what the death of 
Christ is in itself sufficient for ^ from what it was tha 
design of the Fat^tr and the Son actually Xo accompUsh 
by it. This distinction is neither novel, nor liable to 
the objection of confounding the impetration of r©*, 
demption with its applicadon. I have no other meanr 
ing, that I am aware o^ than thai of Dr. Owen in the 
following passage — " Sufficient, v?e say, .was the sacri-- 
fice of Christ for the redismption of the whole world* 
and for tlic expiation of all the sins of all and eveiy 
man in the world. The sufficiency of his sacrifice 
hath a two-fold rise. First, The dignity of the person 
that did ofier, and was offered. Secondly, The great* 
ness of the pain he endured^ by which lie was able to 
bear, and did undergo the whole curse of the law, 
and Wrath of GckI due to sin. And this sets forth the 
innate^ realy true worth and value qf the bloodsheddin^ 
of Jesus Christ. This is its own true internal perfec- 
tion and sufiicbncy. That it should be applieb unto 
any, made a ^r£ce for them, and become ben^cial to 
them, according to the worth that is in it, is externa^ 
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15 it, cioth not: arise from it, but merely dcpenda upon 
the intention and will of God." 

Peter. Intention enters into the natvire of atone- 
ment. Christ was voluntary in his sutFerings, and his 
being so was essential to his death as a si\crifice and 
an atonement His death detached from these con- 
siderations, would be merely that of a martyr. It was 
the effect of the highest degree of love? itnd of the 
kindest possible intendon respe'^tSng the obj^ects be- 
loved ; ibr otherwise it might well be demamled, To 
yft^i purpose this waste of love ? 
' James, Intention of some kind doubtless does ent^F 
ilito the essence of Chctst's laying down his life a sa-^ 
crifice : but that it should be beneficial to this person 
rather than that, appears to me, as Dr. Owen expres-f 
scs it, " external to it, and to depend entirely on the 
will of God./ AncJ as to a tvaste of love, we might as 
well attribitite a waste of goodness to the divine provi- 
dence in its watering rocks and seas, as well as fruit- 
ful valleys, with the showers of heaven ; or to our 
Lord for hb commissioning his apostles to. preach the 
gospel to every creature, while h^ never expected any 
others to believe and be saved by it than those who 
were ordained to eternal life. It accords with the gen- 
eral conduct of God to impart his favours with a kind 
of profusion which to the mind of man that sees only 
one or two ends to be answered by them, may have 
the appearance of waste : but when all things are 
brought to their intended issue, it will be found that 
Grod hath done nothing in vain. 

John. Placing the particularily of redemption as you 
do, in the sovereign pleasure of God with regard to 
the application of the atonement, or the persons to 
whom it shqil be applied ; wherein is the difference 
between that doctrine and the doctrine of election I 
Aa2 
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Jamee, I do act cotMider particular redemp^im w 
being so much a doctrine of itself, as a branch of %h^ 
great drctrine 6f election, which runs through all God's 
^orks of grace. If this branch of election had not been 
more opposc'd than others, I reckon we should iw more 
hare thouglit of applying the term particulars it than 
to vocatiorl, justificatioRt or glor^cation' Tlie idea 
applies to ^these as well as to the other. Wh&m he did 
fore-knov;, be did predestinate : wfffnn he did pi^desti- 
nate, he called: vfham he called, be ^u^fied; and 
ti^Aow he justified, he glorified. . 

John, This wobld ieem to agree wiA ^c s^stie's 
account of spiritual^ blessingfj^in his eptstle to the Ephe- 
sians — « He hath Messed us witb all spiritual blesSHigs 
in heavenly places in Christ, aCsi^rdiwo aa he hath 
chosen us in Mm before the foitndation of the wortd," 

Peter, I have some questions which I wish to put 

' to brother James on the difference which ff» appears 

to make between atonement and redemption. If'i «"* 

derstand him, he cc«isiders the latter as the effect ci 

the former. 

James, There are few terms, whelhei' in the scrijp* 
tures or elsewhere, that are "always used in the same 
sense! Rectmciliation sometimes means a being acUi* 
ally- m/r tends hifi with God^ through faith in the ^^of 
Christ : but when used synonymously with atonement, 
it denotes the satisfaction of justice onlyyOTthe opening 
of a way by which mercy may be exercised Consistent** 
ly with righteousness. In both these senses the word 
occurs in Rom. v. 10. " For if when we Were enemies 
we were reconciled to God by the death of his Sonr 
much more being reeoncikd, we.shsdl be saved b]^ his 
life.** On this passage Dr. Guyse very properly i*e- 
marks, " Reconciled to God by the death ttf his Son, in 
the first clause, seems to relate to Christ's having 
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.^worked out oar reconciliation^ or completed 9II in a 
mvf of merit by Ids death that was necessary to appease 
the wrath of God, and m^e way. for the riches of his 
grace to he communicated to us in full consistence 
"with the honour of all his perfections^ and of his law 
find government, which the apostle had called (ver. 4. 
and 8.) dying far the ungodly y and dying/or us: but be* 
ing reconcUedj in the last clause, seems to relate to the 
rec(»3ciliation's taking effect upon us, or to our being 
brought into a state of actual reconciliation and peace 
with God, through faith in Christ's blood, which the 
apostle had spoken of in ver. 1 and 9. and which in the 
verse after this is caUed receiving the atonement.'*'^ 
Tkus also the term redemption is sometimes put for 
the price by which we are redeemed; namely, the 
blood-shedding of Christ. In this sehse it appears to 
be used by the apostle, in Rom. iii. 24. << Being justi* 
fied freely by his grace, through the redemfition that is 
in Jesus Christ.** To be justified through his redemfi^ 
turn is the same thing, I should think, as being yWr(;?« 
ed by his blood. But the term properly and ordinarily 
signifies not that for the sake of which we are delivered 
from the curse of the lawj but the deliverance itself. — 
^Viewipg reconcilisUion, or atonement, as a satisfac- 
tilQU to divine justice, and redemption as the deliver*. 
anc«( of the sinner, the latter appears to me to be an 
tf/fec^ of the former. 

Peter, \l am far from being convinced that redemp-^ 
Uon is an eSTect of atonement, any more than that atone^ 
xnent is an efin^ct of redemption : both are the hnmedi* 
ate effects of Christ's death, viewed in different points 
©flight/ 

James, I freely adtiii^ that both are tffects of Christ*& 
death ; but in such ordev^as that one is the consequence 
of the otticr. I can conceive of the deU^rance of the 

\ 
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criniioal art&iDg from the saiisiacUon made to the 
jiidge ; but not of 6atit£M:tion to the judge arising from - 
the deliverance of the criminal. 

Peter. To view the atonenptent as merely a sa^fac- 
Uon to divine jusdcei or as a inedkan by which mercy 
maybe exercised consistently with the 4ivine perfec- 
tionS) without considering sinners as actually reconciled 
to God by it, is to retain little if any thing more than the 
name of atonement 

James, I see no grounds for calling that which was 
wrought for us while we were yet enemies actual re- 
eonciliation. Actual reconciliation appears to me^ as 
it did to Dr. Guyse, to consist in that which is accom^ 
pUf>hed through faiths or as receiving the atonement. 
The reconciliation which is 63rnonymous with atone- 
ment) is expressed in 2 Cor* v. 18. << All things are 
of Godj who hath reconciled ua to himaelf by Jesus 
Christ." But this is not supposed by the apostle, imr 
portant as it w&s« to have brought sinners into a state e£ 
actual friendship with God : for if so, there had been 
no occasion for " the ministry of reconciliation," and 
for " beseeching sinners to be reconciled to him.** Nor 
do I see how a state of actual reconciliation could con- 
sist with the uniform language of the New Testament , 
concerning unbelievers, whether elea or non-eleqt^ 
that they are under oondemnation. I never undersvood 
that you held with justification before belie vin^r: : but 
actual reconciliation seems to amount to this. Neither 
have I understood that you liave ever attempted to ex- . 
plain away the duty of ministers to besrech sinners to 
be reconciled to God. On the contrary, if I mistake 
not, you have pleaded for it. I am surprised therefore 
at your speaking of them as being actually reconciled 
to God while they are yet enejjaies. 
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Jo^n. .What arc your ideas, brother J^tmes, 5of that. 
^reconciUation whkh was efiectdd while we verft y«t 
enemies ? . 

James. I tronceive it to be that aatiefacticm to the di- 
vine Justice by virtue erf which nothmg peltaimng lo 
the moral govemmeftit of Grod hinders anysinner from 
returning to him ; and that it is upon this ground th«t 
sinners are indefinitely^ invited so .to do. Herein I con- 
ceive is the great difference at present between thel)* 
state £Uid that of the fallen angels. To theni God is 
absolutely inaccessible ; no invitstdons whatever bein^ 
addressed to them^ nor the gospel preached to theni ^ 
but it is not so withfUlen men. Besides this, as <^ Christ 
gave himself for us that he might redeem usfi'om M ih- 
i^tdty^ andfiurify unto himself a fiecuUisr fteofile^^ I con- 
sider the actual reconciliation of the elect in tlie ftfl- 
ness of time .I'^fereby ascertained. It was promised 
him as the reward of his sufX ?^>ngs that he should •'^sefe 
of the travail of his soul, and be satisfied.** 

Peter, Is there any thing in the atonement, or pro- 
mised to it, which infallibly ascertains its applicatioh 
to all those for whom it was made ? 

James, If by this you mean all for whose salvation it 
was sufficient^ I answer, There i& not. But ityoti 
mean all for whose salvation it was intended^ I answer, 
There is. 

Peter. Yott consider the prindfial design of out* 
Lord's atonement to be the manifestation of Grod's 
hatred to sin, ii^ order to render the exercise of mercy 
consistent with justice : but though this idea is sup- 
posed, yet it is far from being the first, the most pro- 
minent, the characteristic idea of our Lord's death i 
the grand idea suggested to an enlightened mind by 
the atonemcm of Christ, is not God's hatred to sin, 
but his love to sinners. 
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Jamea, I "hope lire shall none of us pretend to be 
jnore enlightened than the apostle Paul, and 1 am 
mistaken if be does not suggest the idea against which 
you nlilltate. He represents God as setting forth his 
Son as 2i propitiation to declare or demonstrate his righ^ 
teousness in the remission of sins.* It is marvellous to 
me that I should be suspected of holding up God's 
hatred of sin to the disparagei^lent of his love to sin- 
nerst when the former is supposed to havd been mani- 
fested to fire/tare the wayfbr the latter. Were T to say> 
the principal design of David in restoring Absalom at 
the instance of Joab^ rather than by sending for him 
himself, was, that even in pardoning the young man 
be might show some displeasure against his sin, and 
save his own honour as the head of a family and of a 
nation^ 1 should not be far from the trUth. Yet I might 
be told, The grand, the prominent,*«ar characteiistie 
idea suggested by Uie IjJ^Hg's consent, was love ; for his 
** soul longed to go forth to Absalom/* Love to Ab- 
salom doubtless accounts for David's desiring his re* 
turn ; but love to righteousness accounts for his desir- 
ing it in that particular manner. So if the question were,t 
Why did God give his Son to die for sinners, rather 
than leave them to perish in their sins ? The answer 
would be, Because he loved them. But if the question 
be, Why did he give his Son to be an atonement fot 
sinners, rather them save them without one ? The an- 
swer would be, Because he loved righteousness, and 
Juated iniquity. 

Peter, On the principle I oppose, the love of God 
in applying the atonement is much greater than in giv- 
ing his Son to be an atonement, since the latter is mere 

•Rom.ia.25. 
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^neral benevolence } but the former is pa>tnicuiar,^xA 
efectual, 

Jame9. You should rather have said, tfaie love of God 
is greater in >giving his Son to be a sacrifice in tesfieci 
of those for ivhoae aalvation it was his pleasure to make 
it effectual^ than in merely giving him, as he b said to 
have done, to some who never received him.* If there 
was a particularity of design in the gift of Christ, it can* 
pot be ascribed merely to general benevolence. And 
so far as it is soj we have no right to depreciate it on 
account of its not issuing in the salvation of sinners in 
genera}. It was no diminution to the love of God to 
Israel in bringing them out of Egypt, that the great 
body of them transgressed and perished in the wilder* 
nessif nor could it be truly said that 4he bringing of 
Caleb and Joshua into the land of promise was a greater 
expression of love than that which had been bestowed 
upon them, and the whole bc-'y of their cotemporaries^ 
in liberating them from tlie Egyptian yoke. And let me 
intreat you to consider whether your principles would 
not furnish an apology for the unbelieving Israelites, 
' " There was little or no love in God's 4elivering us, 
unless he intended withal tq prevent our sinning against 
hin), and actually to bi ing us to the good land : but 
there was no good land for us — Would to God we had 
died in Egypt I" To this, however, an ajpostle would 
answer,- ^ They could not enter in because qfunbeli^*^X 
And as this language was written for the warning of 
pr9fessing christians, whose incUpation to relinquish 
the gospel resembled that.of thdr fathers to return • 
into Egypt, we are warranted to conclude from it that 
though the salvation of the saved be entirely of grace, 
yet the failure of others will be ascribed to themselves^ 

• John vi. 32.1.11/ tDe^^-vii'^ ^Ueb.iu*19.r 
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T^nttsf 9h»U.n9t l^ve the conscrfation to say^ ^ Ow saJ^ 
vation was a natural imfiossibility :^ or, if thejr were to 
utter such language} they would be repelled by scnp« 
tiKeaod con^pience* which unite in deciaringt^TV^ry 
" coudd not ent^r in becatue qftmbeUtf* 

^ Pettr^ I remember ai^ old non^eoi^tomst -minister 
~ sa^s, (^ If any m^m he found to believe Cbrist^s satk* 
fac^on sufiident to justify him for whom it was^^ never 
];wd) he.is bound to beUeye an untruth. God will never 
make it any man's duty to rest for salvation on tfaut 
blood that was never shed for him^ or that sa t is fe i c tkm 
that was never made for him*** 

James, This reasoning of the old non*conformist 
xo»Y^ ^^ aught I know, be just on his piinciples ; but 
it is not SQ on mine, li satis&ction was made on the 
priiu:H>le.oC debtor and creditor, and that which was 
pfdd was just of sufficient value to liquidate a given 
number of sins, and to redeem a given number of sin- 
ners, and no more ; it should seem that it could not be 
the duty of any but the elect, nor theirs till it was re- 
vealed to them that they were of the elect, to rely 
upon it : for v^frcfore should we set our eyes nn that 
v^chis notr? But if there be sueh^ fulness in the 
satisfectipn of Christ as is sufficient for the salvation of 
the. whole world, were the whole world to believe in 
him ; and if the<particularity of redemption lie only in 
the purpose or soxrereigh pleasure of God to render it 
eSeetual to some rather than other% no such conse- 
quetice wiU >follow: ^if it do, it will also follow, that 
dinoe pfsedeti^ination and human accountableness are 
utterly inconsistent, and therefore thai we must either 
reHnquifiife the former in favour of Armmianism, or 
give up tiw latter to theAntinomians. But though the . 
ideas of my much respected brother on the subject of 
redemptbn, cannot be very ^ffiarentfrom tiiose of his 
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jM non-conlbnm8t> yet I should not have supposexl he 
would liave adapted his reasoDing as his own. 

Feter. Why not I , 

Jarnes. Bccsuase it is your avowed persuasion, that 
mnners ab swviLnB ar^ iiwited to beUeve in ChHst for 
salvation. Thus you haVe interpreted the invitations 
. in Isai. Iv. 1-^-7. and vaiious others ; carefuUy and just- 
ly guarding against tke notion of their being addressed 
to renewed^ or skSfWome call them, sensible Hnnertt.'^ 
Thus also jrouinterpret 3 Con v. 30. of God's beseeclt- 
log sinners by the ministry of the word to be recon- 
ciled to him. But your old friend would tell you thjtt 
Qpd will never invite a sinner to rest for salvation on 
that blood that was never shed for him^ or on that sat- 
isfaction. that was never made for lura.p-*l should have 
thought too, after all that you have said of the warrant 
wliich sinners a« eirmera have to beUeve in Christ, you 
would not hj^ve denied it to he their dutyy nor have 
adopted a mode of reasoning whlch» if follo^ved up to 
its legitimate consequences, will compel you to main- 
tain either the possibility of knowing our election be* 
fpre we believe in Cfariati or that in ovir first reliance 
Qn his righteousness for acceptance with God we are 
guilty of presumption. 

John, I conceive, my dear brethren, that you ha?e 
each said as much on these subjects as is likely to be 
for edification. Pernut me after having heard, and 
candidly ^ attended to all that has passed between yoU| 
to assure you both of my esteem, and to declare that, 
in my opinion, the difference between you ought not* 
to prevent your feeling towards and treating each other 
as brethren; ^ You are agreed in all tl)e great doctrines 
of the gospel ; as the necessity of an atonement, the 
ground of acceptance with God, salvation by grace only, 
B h 
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&c. &c. and with respect to particular redempfioiijjou 
both admit the thing, and I would hope both hold it in 
a way consistent with the practice of the primitive min- 
isters; or if it be not altogether so, that you will re- 
consider the subject^ when you are by yourselves. The 
greater part of those things wherein you seem to dif- 
fer, may be owing either to a differencein the mann^ 
of expressing yourselves, or to the affixing of conse- 
quences to a principle which yet are unperceived by 
him that holds it. I do not accuse either of you with 
doing so intentionally : but principles and their conse- 
quences are so buddenly associated in the mind, that 
when we hear a person avow the former, we &Xk 
scarcely forbear immediately attributing to him the 
latter. If a principle be proposed to us^br accefitance^ 
it is right to weigh the consequences ; but when form- 
ing our judgment of the Aefr«cm who holds it, we should 
attach nothing to him but what he perceives and avows. 
If by an exchange of ideas you can come to a better un- 
derstanding, it will afford me pleasure : meanwhile it i$ 
some satisfaction that your visit to me has not tended 
to widen, but considerably to diminish your differences. 
Brethren, there are many adversaries of the gospel 
around yom who would rejoice to see yoU at variance : 
Let there be no strife between you. You are both er- 
ring mortals ;* but both, I trust, the sincere friends of 
the Lord Jesus. Love one another! 
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THE CONSISTENCY OF THE 

- CHRISTIAN DOGTRINE, 

JParticularty that qf Salvation through a Mediator^ with 
BY ANDREW FULLER. 

If there be a God who created us ; If we have aH 
sinned against him; and if there be reason to be- 
lieve that he will call us to account for our conduct, 
. all which principles arc, admitted by Mr. Paine y* a 
gloomy prospect must needs present itself, sufficient, 
indeed, to render man *< the slave of terror." It is 
not in the power of this writer, nor of any man li\ tg 
who rejects the bible, to assure us that pardon will 
have any place in the divine government ; and how- 
ever light he may make of the scripture docrine of 
hell, He that calls men to account for their deeds, 
will be at no loss how or where to punish them. But 
allowing that God is disposed to shew » mercy to the 
guilty, the question is. Whether his doing so by or 
without a mediator be most consistent with what we 
knbw of fitness or propriety I 

That pardon i& bestowed through a mediator in a vast ^ 
variety of instances, among men, cannot be denied; 
and that it is proper it should be so, must be evident 
to every thinking mind. All who are acquainted with 
the common affairs of life, must be aware of the ne- 

• Age of Reftson, Part I. p. 1. Part IL p. 100. 
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cessitjT of such proceedings^ and the good effects 6t 
then) upon society.* 

It is far less humbling' for an offender to be pardon- 
tA at his own request, than through the interposition 
of a third pei'son : for in the one case he taay be led 
to think that it was his virtue and penitence which in- 
fluenced the decision ; whereas in the other he is coni* 
pelled to feci his own unworthiness ; and this ttiay lib 
one reason why the mediation of Christ is so offensive. 
It is no wonder indeed that those who deny humility 
to be a virtue,t should be disgusted "with aVdoclrine, 
the professed object of which is to abase the pride of 
man. 

As forgiveness without a mediaitor is less humbling 
to the offender, so it provides less for the honour of 
the offended, than a contrary proceeding. Many ci 
compassionate heart has longed to go forth, like David 
towards Absalom ; but, from a just sense of wounded 
authority, could not tell how to effect it ; and has 
greatly desired that ^ome common friend would inter- 
pose, and save his honour. He has wished to remit- 
the sentence ; but has felt the want of a mediator, at 
the instance of whom he might give effect to his de- 
sires, ancl exercise mercy without seeming to be re- 
garcUess of justice. An offender who should object 
to a mediator, would be justly considered as hardened 
in impenitence, and regardless of the honour of the 
offended ; ancl it is diflicult to say what other construc- 
tion ccin be put upon the objections of sinners ' to the 
mediation of Christ. 

-'^ Again : To CKercise pardon without a mediator, 
woukl be fixing no such stigma vfio.n the evil of the o/- 

* See Pres. Edwards' Hemarks on important TheoIogiciJ 
CoRtroversies, Chap. VI. 
t Volnej's Law of Nature^ p. 49. 
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Jemccy as 19 done by a contrary ^mode of proceeding.— ^ 
Every man feels that those faults which may be over- 
looked on a mere acknowledgment, are not of a very- 
heinous nature ; they are such as arise from inadvert* 
ence rather than rfrom ill design ; and include little 
D>ore thap an error of the judgment. On the other 
band, every man feels that the calling in of a third 
person, is making touch of the offence ; treating it as 
a serious affair, a breach that is not to be lightly passed 
over. This may be another reason why the mediation 
of Christ is so offensive to the adversaries of the gos- 
pel. It is no wonder that men who are continually 
speaking of moral evil under the palliating names of 
^rror^ frailty ^ imfierfection^ and the like, Should spurn 
at a doctrine, the implication of which condemns* ix, 
tp everlasting infamy. 

Finally: To bestow pardon without a mediator, 
would be treating the offence as private^ or passing 
over it as a matter unknown, an affair which does not 
affect the well-being of society, and which therefore 
requires no public manifestation of displeasure against 
it. Many a notorious offender would doubtless wish 
matters to be thus conducted, and from an aversion to 
public exposure,' would feel strong objections to the 
formal interposition of a third person. Whether this 
may not be another reason of dislike to the media- 
tion of Christ, I shall not decide; but of this I am 
fully satisfied, that the^ want of a proper sense of the 
great evil of sih, as it affects the moral government 
of the universe, is a reason why its adversaries see no 
necessity for it, nor fitness in it. They prove by all 
their writings that they have no delight in the moral 
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excellency of the divine nature, no just senneof (&^ 
glory of moral government, €«id rio proper views of 
the pernicious and wide extended influence of sin sx^* 
on the moral sytem : Is it any woader^ therefore, Uiat 
they should be unconcerned about the plague bein^ 
stayed by a sacrifice? Such views are too enlarged for 
their selfish and contracted minds. The only object of 
thtir care, even in their most serious moments, is to 
escape punishment 2 for the honour of God^ and the 
real good of creation, they discovCT no concern. 

The atnount is this : If It be indeed itnproper for 
a guilty creature to lie low before his Creator ; if it be 
imEt that any regard should be paid to the honour of 
his character ; if the offence committed against hiiyy 
be of so small account that it is unnecessary for him 
to express any displeasure against it ; and if it have 
been so private and insulated in its operations as in na 
way to affect the weH-bcing of the moral system, the 
doctrine of forgiveness tl>rough a noedkuor is unrea^ 
aonafcle. But if the contrary be true ; if it be proper 
for a guilty creature tolie in the dust before his of!end« 
cd Creator; if the honour of the divine character de- 
serve the first and highest regard ; if moral evil be 
the greatest of all evils, and require, even whei'e it is 
forgiven, a strong expression of ^vine displeasure 
against it ; and if its pernicious infiuencc be suchiliat 
if suffered to operate according to its.native tendency^ 
it would dethrone the Almighty, and desolate the uhi^ 
verse j the doctrme in question must accord vrith the 
plainest dictates of reason. 

The sense of mankind, with regard to the necessity 
of a mediator, may be illustrated by the following si^ 
militude. Let us suppose a division in the army of 
one of the wisest and best of Ittngs, through the evil 
counsel of a foreign eneroy^ to have been disaffected 
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to his goyemroent ; and that without any provocation 
on his part, they traitoroasly conspired against hb 
crown and life. The attempt failed ; and tbe offend-' 
ers were seised, disarmed, tried by the laws of their 
country, and condemned to die. A respite hoi^ever 
was gt^n^ them, during his majesty's pleasure* At 
this solemn period, while every part of the army, ai^ 
of the empire, was expeoting^ the fatal order for exe- 
cution, the king was employed in meditating mercy. 
But how could mer<^ be shewn ? " To make light of 
a conspiracy," said he to his friends, "would loosen, 
the bands of good government : other divisions of the 
army might be tempted to follow their eiuimple ; and 
the nation at large might be in danger of imputing it' 
to tameness, fear, or some unworthy motive.** 

Every one felt in this case the necessity of a medi- 
ator, and agreed as to the general line of conduct 
proper for him to pursue* " He must not attempt," 
say they, " to compromise the difference by dividing 
the blame : that would n\ake things worse. He must 
justify the king, and condemn the outrage committed 
against him ; he must ofier, if possible, some honour* 
able expedient, by means of which the bestowment of 
pardon shall not relax, but strengthen just authority ; 
he must convince the cons|HFators of their crime^ and 
introduce thenx in the characto* of supplicants ; and 
mercy must be ^ewn to them out of respect to him^ 
or for his sake." 

But who could be -found to mediate in such a capse ? 
This was an important question. A work of this kind, 
it was adlowed on all hands, required singular qualifi- 
cations. " He must be /terfi^cUy clear qfany fiartici/ia" 
Hon in the c^ence^" said one* " or inclination to favouf 
it; for to pardon ccHjsj^r^tors at the intercession of <me 
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ivho is fiiendt^^ to the^ cacisei would be nottndy JiMifc^ 
ing iight of tfie crime, but givlog a sanction to It" r 

** He must," said another, ** be one who, en accolmt 
of his character and services, stands high in th^tsteem 
rf the Mng qnd of the fittdUc : for to mediate in such a 
cause is to become, in a sort, responsible for the issua&b 
A mediator, in effect, pledges hb honour that no evil 
will result to the state from the gi>antiD|^ of fc^ts xs^ 
quest* But if a mekn opinion be entertained of him, 
no trust can be placed in him, and consequently no 
good impression would be made by his me^^u qa 
the public miod«" 

« I conceive it is necessary," said af third, " that the 
weight of the mediation, should b^r a proportion to 
'the magnitude of the crime, and to the value of the 
favour reqttested ; atxl th^ forihis«i^ it is proper he 
should be a pci^on oLgrtatdigrUiy. For his majes^ 
to pardon a company of conspirators at the interces- 
sion of one of their former comrades, or of any other 
obscure character, even tho.ugh^he might be a worthy 
inan^ wiould convey a very diminutive idea oi the evil 
of the offence." 

A fourxh remarked, that << he must possess a ten^- 
der compassion towards the unhappy offenders, or he 
would not cordially interest himself on their behalf." 

Finally : It was suggcsied*by a fifth, »« that for the 
greater fitness of the procee&ng, it would i^e proper 
that some relation or connection should sub^dt between 
the parties. We feel the propriety," said h^» " of for- 
giving an offence at the intercession of a father, or a 
brother ; or, if it be comi^iitted by a sojdier, of hb 
, eoipmanding officer. Without some kind of prei^us 
relation or connection, a mediation would have the 
appearance of an arbitrary jind formal process^ and 
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pn^t h\A KtU& imeresdQg to t^ hearts of the com* 
mumty.**' - 

Soch were the resonings of the king's friends; 
h»ut where lo find the character 'u\ whom these quaUfi- 
catitms were united) ^md what particular expedient 
could he devised by inean&«f wliieh, pardon^ instead 
of relaxing, should strengthen just authority, were 
subjects too difficult fot* them to resolve. 

Meanwhile the king and his son, wiioni he . greatly 
loved, and whom he had appointed g^neralisskjio of all 
his forces, had retired from the company, and were 
conversing dbout the raster which attracted the gene- 
ralaitention. 

« My son]'* s^lthcj benevolent sovereign^ « what 
can he done in behalf o^f these unhappy men ? To or^ 
der them for execution, violates every feeMng of my 
heart : y^t to t>ardon tiiem is dan^^rous. The army, 
and^ven the empi«& would be under a strong tempta- 
laon to think lightly of rebellion. If mercy be exer- 
cised, it must bo through a mediatory and \tho is 
quiiliBed to mediate in such acaus^^ And what expe« 
dient can be devised by means of which pardon shall 
notrekx, but strisngthen just authority? Speak, my 
son, and say what measures can be pursued ?" 

*< My father I" said the prince, " I feel the insult 
offered to ybur person and government^ and the injury 
thereby aimed at the empire ^t large . They have ti^ns- 
gressed without fcause 5 and deserve to die without mer- 
cy. Yet I aho feel for them.^ I have the heart of a 
soldier, I cannot endiire to witi^ess- their cs^cution. 
Whatdiall I say? On me be this -wrong ! Let me 
sirffcr in their stead. Indict on me as much as is ne- 
cessary to impress the army and the nation with a ju^ 
sense of the evil, andof the imporlanoe of good prdec 
and faithful allegiance. Let it be in their presence. 
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aB4 in the {H*e«eiiGe of all. $ii^^£Q^k4^ Wbfiet tlM»J» 
done, let them be permitted to iiaplbpe aad reewawe^ 
your majesty's ^don in my oa(ae« If any mm w- 
fuse so to impipre, and so to fec^ve, it» let him &m 
thedeaihl'* ' , 

« My son !" replied the. king,. " You Jiav# ^?^e&9^ 
^ my hciart ! The same things hav^ occupied my^ 
mind j but it was my desire.thvn you should he volmi^ 
tary in the undertaking. It shall be as you have ^aiid* 
I shall be satined ; juscipe it3elf will he satisfied ; an4 
I pledge my hqnour that you, also s^U. be ^au&e^^ >m> 
seeing the hap{^ effects of. your disinterested coitdi^t. 
Propriety requires that I stand aloof in the dayr^yout 
affliction; but I will iiot leave y^ ttJ*/erly, ndr s^er 
the beloved of my soul to remain in that cooditloti* A 
temporary affliction on your; part will he more thaa 
equivalent to death on theirs. - The dignity of youj? 
person and character will re^er the^ sufferingaof i^ 
hour of greater accouHtj as to the impression^ the 
public n^ind) thauif all Ae rebellious hdd^beene^ier* 
cuted : ahd by how much I am known to haiya loved 
you, by so much will my compassioo^to thfemtandmy 
^bpleasure against their wicked conduct be made 
manifest. Go, my son, assume the likeness of a crim- 
inal, aiid suffer ia their plac« P' 

The gracious design being communicated at: c^urti 
all were struclt with it. Those- who had re^isoned oxt 
the qualifications pf a n^ediator, saw that in the prince^ 
all .were unked, and were filled with admir^ou: but 
that h^ shpuld be willuig to suffer in the place of 
rebels, was beyond all that cpvdd have been asked of 
thought. Yet seeing be himself haid generously pvf^ 
posed it, would survive his sufferings and reap th© 
reward of th^m^ they, cordially ^cguiesced^ The only 
difficulty that was started was amongst the judges ci" 



d by Google 



:eomktefa ^lifkh Meusm. 2&» 

^diefealfn. Th^y, atfitst, (Ju^tiorted ifrtiether. the 
procieedlng were admissible. « The Jaw," «aid they, 
^ iB^feeB pra?ifiioii fo? the transfer of debts, but not of 
crimes^ Its language As, TM soul that Hnneth shall 
die?* But when they came to view things on a more 
enlarged ^cale, considering it a& an (expedient on an 
ejttraordinary oct^sion^ and pei^ceived that the sjjiirit 
of the law would be preserved, and all the ends of good 
government answered, they were satisfied. << It is not 
ti measure," «aid they, " for which the l^v provides : 
yet it is not contrary to the law, but above it." 

The day appointed arrived. The prince appeared, 

and suffered as a criminal. The hearts of the king's 

Mends Wed at every stroke, and burned with kidigna- 

tion against the conduct which rendered it necessary. 

Hia enemies, however, even sbme^ of those fot whoih . 

he suflfercd, continuing to be disaffected, added to the 

aHUction, by deriding and insulting him all the time. 

At a proper period, he was rescued from their out- 

Tage. He tumin'g to the palace, amidst the tears and 

shouts of the loyal spectators, the suffering hero was 

crmbraced by his royal father j who, in addition to the 

natural affection which he bore to him as a son, loved 

him- for his singular interposition at such a crisis.— 

" Sit thou," said he, « at my right hand \ Though the 

threat^ings of the law be not literally accomplished, 

yet the spirit of them is preserved. The honour of 

good government is secured, and the end of punish- 

xhent more effectually answered than if all the rebels 

bad been sacrificed. Ask of me what I shall gifb thee i 

No favour can be too great to be bestowed, even upon 

the unwonhiest, nor any crime too aggravated to be 

forgiven, in thy name. I will grant thee according to 

thine own heart I Askbf me, my son, what I shall 

j;ivcthee.^* 
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ffe tixkeA tor the offmdereto be iBtroiuc«4^a$^ira^ 
pKcaots At the feet of bis Iktberi Ick the forgiTeiiess ^ 
their crimes, and for' the direction of alfidr* uU.otder 
and hapfilness sliould be perlecUf restored. 

A proclamadon addressed to the ccniipii^ors was 
now issued) tttadng what had been their conduct} what 
the ccoidtict of the king, and wha^ of the prince.-^ 
Messengers also were a{>poiiited to cany i^ witbqr- 
ders to read it publicly, and to expostulate with them 
individually, beseechmg them to be reconciled to tlieir 
offended sovereign, and to assure thenvthat if th^ey 
rejected this, there renuoaed no.m<»^ hope of mercy. 
A spectator would suppose that in mercy so freely 
offered, an^ so honourably commumcated) ^very one 
would have acquiesced ; and if reason had governed 
the offenders, it had been so z but many amongst them 
continued under the influence of disaffection, and dis- 
afiecUon gives a &lse colouring to ^very tiling. 

The time of the respite having proved longer thsui 
was at first expected, some had begun to amuse them* 
selves vi^ith idle speculations, flattering themselves that 
their fault was a mere trifle^ and that it would cert^ly 
. be passed over. Indeed the greater part of them had 
..turned their attention to other things, conclt|ding that 
the king was not in good ;earne&t. 

Wben the proclamatipn was read, many paid no 
manner of attenUon to it j some insinuated that tUe 
messengers were interested men, and that4heremi^ht 
be no truth in wha]t they said ; .and some even abused 
diem a$ impostors. So, haying^elivered their n^essage, 
;they VFithdrew.s snd, the rebels finding themse)v^s 
alone,such of them as paid any aU;€ptiQn, to the subjef^»^ 
expressed their mipds as follows*— . . , , 

"iMy he[art,".s^y8 onj^« rises against eyeiy part 
of this proceeding. Why all this ado about a few 
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p^^-^polo^ one taanotheirr Ccm suck a meisage 
fis thia liave proceeded iroxa the king? Wba^ have 
ive done so^ much against him^ that, so mxxsh sho(M h& 
made of it I Ho ped4^ of ov^h it seems, would avail 
any thing ; and nothing that we could say or do could 
be regarded)! unless presented in the name c^athli^ 
person. Surely if we present a petition in our own 
names, in which we beg pardon, and promise not to 
repeat the offeiKe, this might sufi^e. Even this is 
more than I can find in. my heart to comply with ; but 
every thing beyond it is \inreasonable j and who can 
l^lieve that the king can desire it ?'' 
. " If a third person," says another, " must be con- 
cerned in the affair, what occasion is there for one so 
^igh in rank and dignity ? To stand in need of euch a 
mediator must s(amp our characters with everlasting 
infamy. It is very unreasonable : who can believe it ? 
If the king be just and good, as they say he is, bow 
can he wish thus publicly to expose us ?" 

« I observe," says a third, " that the mediator i% 
wholly on tht kiz^$ side ; and one whom, though he af* 
fects to pity us^ we have irom the outset considered aa 
no less our enemy than the k&g himself^ If indeed 
he could compromise matters, and would allow that 
we had our provocations, and would promise us redress, 
and an easier yoke in future, I slK>uld feel inclined to 
hearken : but if he have no concessions to offer, I can 
never t>e reconciled.'* 

< « I believe," says a fourth, << that^the Jiing knows 
'very Well that we have not had justice done us, and 
therefore thia mediatiot) business is introdoced iit^ 
make us amends for the injury. It is an affu)r settled 
somehow betwixt him ^ his son. They call it ^«ce^ 
and I am notmuith concerned whf^they call k^ so that 
' C-c ■. • ■ . ■ ■ V- 
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my Hie be spared : but thi»i wf^ If he had act Q|i#s 
this or some other kind of provision, I should have 
thought him a tyrant.** 

• ^ Yon are all wrong,** says « fifth: " I comprehend 
the design, and am well pleased with it. I hate the 
government a& itiueh as any of yoki : hot I lo?e the 
mediator \ for I understand it is hb intention todeliver 
tat from its tyranny. He has paid the debt^ the king 
Ss satisfied, and I^th fre*. I wiH sue out iny rigiit,iand 
iflemahd my liberty P* 

In adfi^ontathlis, tme of the company observed) li4^ 
did not aee what the greater part of them^iad to^^ 
With the profclamation, unless it were^give it a hear- 
Sng, which they had done already, « For,** said he, 
^ pardon is promised only to them who^ftre *mMmg' to 
submits and it is Well known' that many of us are un- 
willing; nor ctm we alter our hi&^ds, on this iwabject;** 

After a while, however^ some of them were brought 
to relent* They thought upon the subject matter i^ 
the proclamation^ were convinced ^the-justness of its 
statements, reflected upon their evii eend^^ and were 
sincerely sorfy on account of it. And now the media- 
tion of the prkice appeared in a very dii^B^rent light.-— . 
*rhey cordially said .4men to every part of the proceed- 
ing. The very thflngs which gave auch bffeoce while 
^dh* hearts were disafifected, n^w appeared to them 
*t, and^ right, and glorious. «' It is fit,** said tliey , « that 
the king should be honoured^^ and that we sbonld be 
bumbled ; ibr we have lrfmsgrc9^d^tAout came. It 
is right that no regard should be pcdd to any peUdon of 
ioura for ita own aaker ibr we have done deeds worthy 
i6f death. HU ^rious that we should ^e aaved at the 
tftterceasbn ef «a honooini^le a per^sonage. The dig^ 
*»ity of hb charaeter, together with his surprising con** 
cdescensiim and goodness, knpi^^esses us niore than any 
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Aing ehC) and-filU oui^heaias with p^ai^iicer coo^ 
de^ce, and love. That which in-th^ pr(x:la|Dation i« 
called grace f« grace ; for we are utteriy unwortl^ of 
it \ and if we had all suffered accordiiig to our seniencey 
the king and his thcone had been guiltle3S« We eiAr 
bfaoe the coediatloit of the prinee, not as a rfsparatioo 
fv>r aa injinyY but as e^^gular i^s^ance of iQercy.«^ 
And far be it froni us that we should consider it as d^^ 
9%ned to deliver u» from our. original and ji^ alio* 
giunce to his majesty's government ! No, rather it v^ 
intended to restore us to it. .We love our intercessorj 
^and will impkure fopgiveness in his name ; but we also 
love Qur sptereign> and long to prostpate ourselves.^ 
jiis feet. We rejoice in th$ satisfaction whiph th# 
prince has made^.a^d^all our hopes of mercy ar^ 
founded upon it : but we have nanOEtion of beiqg fref4 
hy it previously to* our acquiescence in it. Nor do Wie 
desire any other kind of freedom than that which, 
while it remits the just sentence of (he kW) restores us 
to his majesty's govemibcnt. O that we vere once 
clear of this hatefui and horrid conspiracy, and might 
he permitted Co serve him with afTectioiv ami fidelity 
all the days of our lifei We cannot suspect the sin^ 
clrity of the invitation, or acquit our companions <mi 
the sct>r6 of umtnliht^neds^ Why should we ? We do 
jyot on this account act[uit ourselves. Onrtfae contrary, 
it is the remembrance of our unwillingness that now 
cuts us to thehfeart. We weil remember to what it 
was owin^ that we could nof be satisfied with the just 
government of the 4(ing,and afterwards eotiid twi com- 
ply with the invitation of mercy s it was because we 
were under the dominion of a dxmffeeted efdrit ; a spirit 
which, wicked as it is in hself, it would be more wick- 
ed to justify. Our coimsel is, therelbre, the sanoe as 
that of bis majesty's messeng^% with whom we now 
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takeoor standi Let as^aaidftdiis^caiHiliaghi|iBeise$ 
vepet^tf md sue for mercy ^^ewt^jr pr^oiibed, ere 
mcrcf be hid from Qorefesr* 
t The reader^ in apf^ying tktu fii^poeed case iQtbe 
mediation of Christy will da me the justice to remem- 
ber thai I do not pretend to have perfectly represented 
it Probably there is ho similitude fully iidequate to 
^ purpose. The distinction between the Father «>d 
the Son i» not the same as that which exists between 
« ^ther and son amongst meat the latter are two se* 
parate beings ; but to assert this of the former wooM 
be inconsistent with the divine nni^. Nor can any thmg 
be found analogous tothe doarine of divine influence, by 
which the redemption of Christ is carried into effect* 
And with respect to tlie innocent voluntarily sufTeiing 
for the guilty, in a few extraordinary instances this priit* 
ciple may be adopted ; but the management aad appit* 
cation of itgenersdly require more wiiKlom and more 
power than mortals po^isess* We naay by the help of a 
machine collect a few sparks of the electrical ikiid, and 
produce an effect somewhat resembling ^lat of tighte- 
ning^ but we cannot cause it to blaze Urke the Almiglv* 
ty, nor thunder with a voic€ like Him, 

Imperfect, howerer, as the foregoing similitude 
may appear in some respects, it is s^ffkienl to sho¥^ 
the fallacy of Mr. Paine^s reasoning. « The doctrine 
of rederai>tion,*' says this wnter, '* has for its basis an 
idea of pecuniary justice, awd not that of moral j^tlce. 
If I owe a person money, Jind carinot pay him, and he 
threatens to put me in prison, another person can take 
the debt upon himself, and pay it for me. But if I 
have committed a crime, every circumstance of the 
case is changed^ Moral justice cannot take th^iuno* 
^nt for the guilty, e^en if the innocent would offer 
itsel£ To suppose justice to do this, i\ to destroy the 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



C&m$teM with R^MM. S06 

principle of it& existences which is the thing it8el&<*^ 
It is th^ no loogek* juslice: but indiscriminate re- 
venge."* ', This objection, which is the same for sub- 
stance as has been frequently urged by socinians as 
weii as deists, is founded in misrepresentation. It la 
Dot true, that redemption has for it« basis thi^idea of 
pecuniary justice, and not that of moral justice. That 
am is called a debt, and the death of Christ a price j $ 
raneoTFif l3^c^ is true ; but it isno unusual thing for mo- 
ral obligations and deliverances to be e&pressed in lan- 
guage borrowed from pecuniary transactions. The 
obligations of a son to a father are commonly expressed 
by such terms as owing and paying : he tmt^ a debt of 
obedience, and in yielding it he ^ay* a debt of grati- 
tude. The same may be said of an-obHgation to pun- 
ishment A murderer owcb his life to the justice of 
his country ; and when he suffers, he is said to pay the 
awful debt. So also if a great character by suffering 
death cou^d deliver up his country, such deliverance 
would be^spokeu of as obtained by the price of blood. H<o 
one mistakes these things by understanding them of 
pecuniary transactions. In such com^eciioi^s, every 
one perceives that the terms are used not literally, but 
^metaphorically ; SMid it is thus that they^are to be un- 
derstood with reference to the death of Christ^ As sin 
is not a pecuniary, but a moral debt ; so the ai<onement 
^r it is not a pecuniary, but a moral ransom.. 

There is doubtless a sufficient analogy between pe- 
ctmiary and moral proceedinga to justify the use of 
such language, both in scripture and in^ common life t 
and it ia easy to perceive the advantages which arise 
from it ^ as besides conveying much important truths 
k rehders it peouUarly in^reso^ve to the mind. But 
jU is not always safe to reason^om the former to th# 

* Agie oTReason. Pattl.p»36b. 
C c2 
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" latter ; much less is it jiist to affirm that the latter has 
•furils basis every pfinciple which pertains to the form^ 
er. The dellverahce effected by the prince in the caso 
before stated might with propriety be called a rtdrm^" 
tion ; and the recollection of-if Under this idea would 
be very impressive to the minds of tbo^e who were de- 
livered. They would scarcely be aWe tcJ see or tliink 
of (heir commander in chief, even though' it migbt 
be years after the event, without being reminded o£ the 
price at which their pardon was obtained, and dropping 
a tear of ingenuous grief ovef their unwottby coeduet 
on this account. Yet h woukl not be j^t to say that 
tliis redemption had for hs basis an idea of pcGoniary 
justice, and not that of ihoral justtce. It was moral 
justice which in this (base was satisfied ; not however 
in its ordinary form, but as exercised on an extraordi- 
nary occasion ; not the letter, but the spirit of it. " 

The scripture doctrine of atonement being conveyed 
in language borrowed from pecutiiary transactioiis, is 
not only improved by unbelievers iwto an argumeRt 
against the truth of the gospel, but has be6n the-oeta* 
sion of many errors amongst the professors ©f i:hm'»^ 
tianiiy. Sockiu* on this ground attempts to explaiQ' 
away the necessity of a satisfaelioiu " God,** saya he> 
« is our creditor^ Our sins are debts which we have 
contracted with hitn ; but every one may yield up his 
right, and more especially God, who is^ the suprenac 
Lord of aH, an<i eXloUed in thifc scri^jiures for his Ube* 
rality and goodness. Hence theri ilia e^dent that God 
can paixlon sins without any satisfaction received^'** 
Others^ who profess to embrace the doctfine of satis- 
Siction, have on the same ground perverted and abused 
it; objecting to the propriety of humble and continued 
applications for mer<Sy, and presuming to claim the 

;;; Treatise of Jesus Christ the SarW, Pi HL Ch. ^ 
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fcrgivcness^ their sins, past, present, and to comt^ 
aa their le^al right, and what it would be unjust in the 
Supreme Being, having retxived complete satisfectiom 
to withhold. 

To the reasoning of Socinus, Dr, Owen judiciously 
replies by distinguishing between right as it respects 
^bt9^ and as it respects ^-overwme^^. The former he 

^ allows inay be given up without a satisfaction, but not- 
the latter. ^ Our sins," lie adds, ^ are called' debts, 

•not properly, but metaphorically."* This answer 
equally applies to those who pervert the doctrine, as 

.to those who deny it: for though in matters of debt 
and credit a full sattsfactbn from a surety excludes 
the idea aifree pardon on the part of the creditor, and 
ad|niits of a claim on the part of the debtor, yet it is 
otherwise in eolation to crimes. In the inter position-^ 
of the prince as stated above, an honourable expedient 
was adopted, by means of which the sovereign was sa^ 
tisfied» and the exercise of mercy rendered consistent 
with just authority : but there was no less grace 

• in the act of forgiveness than if it had been without 
a satisfaction* However well pleased the king might 
be with the conduct of his son, the freeness of pardon 

^ was not at aU diminished by it; nor must the criminals 
come>efor&him as claimants, but as supplicants^ im« . 
ploring mercy in the mediator's name. 

Such are the leading ideas which the scriptures give 
us of redemption by Jesus Christ. The apostle Paul 
especially teaches, this doctrine witb great precision<«»>- 
Being juBtified freely by his graccy through the redemfi* 
tion that w in JeMus Christ : Whom God hath set forth 
to he a firojntiatfony through faith m his bloody to de» 
dare his righteousness for the remission of sins that arf 

• Dissertation on Divine Justice^ ph» IX. $ vil yiii* 

* Digitized by Google 



pttBH through the fwrbearonct rfOod ; to declare ^^7* 
at thU time M» righttousne^Bj that he might iiejmt^and^ 
theju8t\fier qfHm that beUeveth in Jeans.* From lin^ 
passage we may remark} First: That tl^ie grcK6 ,oi 
Gody a^ taught in the »crtptur€^ is not that kind of 
Uheraiity which sockiians and deists . ascribe to him» 

' which sets aside the necessity of a 8atisfacUoi\. Fr^e 
grace> according to Paul, requires a /irofiiticuion^ ev^a 
the shedding of the Saviour's dioody as a medium 
through which it may be honourably communicatecL 
Secondly: Redemption by Jesus Christ waa accoin- 
pUshed not by a satiisfaction iiiat should preclude the 
eJtercise of grace in forgiveneSjS, but in which the disr 
pleasure of God against sin being manifested^ iiieroy; 
to the sinner might be exercise^ without any s»spi* 
cion of liis haying reliiK|uished hb regards for righte- 

, ousness. In sttting forth Jesus OhHst to be a firofntia" 

AioHy he declared bis righteousness Jbv the remission qf 
sins. Thirdly : The righteousness of God was npt 
only declared when Christ, was. n^ci^e a prppitiatoi'y 
sacrifice ; but conunues to be n^anifested in tbi» »^^ 
ceptance of believers'through his name. He ap^aes 
wjust while acting thepart of a justifies towards evety 

. one that beUeveth in Jesus, Fourthly : That which is 
here applied to the blessings of iorgiyenes^ and ac- 
ceptance with God) is applic^^le to all other spiriiMal 
bfessing^ : aU, accprding^to the scriptur^% are CreeJy 
cptnmiMjicated through th©$acie <Kstinguished n^.* 
4ium. See Ephes. i.t 

• Rom. iii» 24—26. 

I The christiaB reader, it is presumed, may from heace 
obtun a ciear view of the cndt answered by the death of 
Christ ; a subject which has occupied much attefttion iaiAongst 
ifivines- Some have asserted that Christ by his satisfactio» 
accomplished Msoi^ ^That^God now^ eoasiatendf i^ 
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These remiftrks may suffice to sheMr, not txAf tlwkl- 
Mr, Paine's assertion has no tt-irthiii itj' but that all 
those professors of Christianity wWhave adopted hiii' 
principle, have so far ditiviat^d frotn the doctriitc of 
redemption as it is taught in the scriptures. 

Ae lK)noiur of his justice, ms^ pardoa (returning) sinners, if 
he will^th so to do." This is (k>ubtless true as. far as it goes.: 
but it makes no provision for the return of the sinner. This 
scheme therefore leaves the sinrter to perish in impenjtence 
and unbelief, and the Saviour without any security of seeing 
of the travail of his soul For how can a sinner return with- 
out the power of the Holy Spirit? And the Holy Spirit, equal-, 
ly with every other spiritual blessing, is given m considera- 
tion of the death of ChriBt<^OtberB, to remedy this defect, 
have considered the death of Christ as purchasing repentance 
and faith, as well as. all other spiritual blessmgs, on behalf 
of the elect The writer of these pages acknowledges he 
never could perceive that any clear or determinate idea was 
conveyed by the term purchase, in this connection ; nor does 
- it appear to him to be applicable to the subject, unless it be 
in an improper or figurative sense. He has no doubt of the 
atooement of Christ being a perfect satisfaction to divine 
justice; nor of his being vjcrthy of all that was conferred 
upon him, and upon us for his sake ; nor of that which to us 
is sovereign mercy being to him an exercise of remunerative 
justice : but he wishes it to be considered, Whether the 
moral Governor of the world was laid under siich a kind of 
obligation to shew mercy to Sinners fts a creditor is under to' 
discharge the debtor, on having received full satisfaction at. 
the hands of a surety ? If he be^ the writer is unable to per-, 
ceive how there can be any room for free forgiveness oil the 
part of God; or how it can be said that justice and grace 
harmonize in a sinner's salvation-— Nothing is farther from 
his intei^tion than to depreciate the merit of his Lord and 
Saviour : but he considers merit as of two kinds ; either on 
account of a benefit conferred, which on the- footing of jus- ' 
tice requires an equal return ; or of something done or suf- 
fered ^hich is inorthj ^ ^#w^. r&»urded by a Bein^ who is 
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At to «rhftt Mr « P»ioe aUeges, that the ienocent su& 
feriog for the s^ty, eTea thaiigh it be with his own 
coosentf i« cootiraty t» ^ery pnnciple of moral juaiicef 
tie a£tons the same of God'& vidting tht MquiUta t^ 

distinguished for his love of righteousness. In the first sense^ 
It cannot, as he supposes, be exercised towards an infinite^' 
UA perfect Being. The goodness of Christ himscif, in this 
way, eMteiidetk not^ to him. It is in the last sens^ that the 
scriptures appear to him to represent the merit of the R^» 
deemer. That he, " who was in the form of <Jtki, should 
take upon him the fotia of a sertan^ and be madc^ In vtbe 
fikeness of men, and humble himself, and becoi^ obedient 
unto deatii, even the death of the cross," was so glorious an 
imdertaking, and sd acceptable to the Father, that on this 
account he **set him *t his own right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above allpnAcipality and power, and might and 
domiinon, and ;efery mtmethat it nimed, rrcft mfy in thS 
World, but also in tJiat which is to come : and . bath pot ad 
things under his feet, and gave him trt be the Head over i^ 
things to the church.** Nor was this all :* so vjeU pleated waa 
he with aM that he did and suffered, as to reward it not onlj 
With honours conferred on himself, but with blessings on 
ilnners for his sake. Whatever is asked in hia name, it i* 
given us. 

It is thiis, as the writer apprehends, that a vtay loas cpen* 
id by . the mediation of CAritt, for thejree and contittent exer-, 
eite of mercy in all tJie methods which sovereign vutdstXL uiw 
fit to adopt. 

There are three kinds of blessings in particular, which God 
out or regfard to the death of his Son bestows upon men^— . 
#irst ; He sends fotth the gospel of salvation, accompaaied 
with a free and indefinite invitation to embrace it, and an as- 
surance that whosoever complies with the invitation (for 
which there is no ability wanting in any man who possesses 
an honest heart) shall have everlasting life. This favour 19 
bestowed on sinners as sinkers. jGod giiKth the true 
h-ead froni heaven in this way to many who never receive it. 
He ihviteth' those to the gospel supper who refuse and make 
^ghtofH. Jotta.ti;3%36. Matt. mti; 4/5.-*.^condly : He 
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l^^fher^vfionthcchUdrm,^ But thU i» a trtith es\» 
^xA by universal expedience. It is seen every day, 
in every part of the world. If Mr. Pahie indulge id 
iutemperaSK^e, and leave chHdren behind torn, tbey 
may feel the consequences of his misconduct when he 
is in the grave. The sins of the lather may thus be 
Yisited upon the children, to the thkdand fouHh gene* 
ration. It would, however, be their affiiction only, 
an4 not) their punishment. Yet sireh visitations are 
wii^ly ordered aa a motive to sobriety. Nor is it be- 
tween parents and children only that such a connection 
exists, as that the Happiness of one depends upon the 
conduct of others ; a slight survey of society, in its 
various relations, muat convince us that the same prin* 
ciple pervades creadon. To caUthis injustice, is to 
Sy in the face of ^^e Creator. With such an objector 
/ 1 -have nothing to do : He that refirtroeth Godj let him 
kn^wer it. 

if the idea of the innocent suffering in the room of 
the guUty were in all cases inadmissible, and utterly 

bestows, his Holy Spirit to renew and sanctify the soul; ^vef 
a new heart, and a right spirit, and takes away the heart of 
stone. Chritt ts exalted to give repentance. Acts v. 31. Unto 
UM it is given in behalf of Christy t9 believe in him, PhiL i. 29. 
We hone obtained like predwt faith through the righteousness 
ifGod, and our Saviour Jesus Christ, 2 Pet. i. 1. Thi» favour 
is conferred on sl^ct sinnxrs. See Acts idii. 48. Rom. 
viii. 28— '30.— Thirdly : Through the same B 
the free pardon of all our sins, acceptance ^ 
to become the sons of God, and the promise 
life. Tour sins are forgiven you for his name^s 
12. God for Chrtst*s sake hath for given you. 
We ate accepted in the beloved, J^hes. i. 6. 
death joae receive the promise if eternal inherit a 
This kind of blessings is cdnfen-ed on asbiaviNo sitfKa&s. 

•. Ageof {leatoa» :FartI.p.4. Note. 
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3U The^J^mkaim^Okhty 

Mpugnant to X\m huiDian ^mderstaiidiiig^i Hoir came 
the use of exfdatory sacrifices to prevail as it has» in 
every ^^ andnajdon? Wiieth^r the idea first pro* 
ceeded from a dinne eomisand^ as christians general-^ 
ly believe^ or whatever was itsorigui^ it has approved 
itaelf to the minds dP men s and not of the most un- 
cultivated part qS mankind onl^i bv^ of the most learn" 
ted and polite. The sacrifices of the gentiles, it i» true» 
were full of superstition, and widely di£Fereat aa.might 
be expected) from thcMse which were regulated by the 
acripturea} l>ut the gwieral princ^p^ ia the sam^ $ ail 
agree in the idea pC the displeasure of Deity beit^ 
ai^asaUe by an innoc^t victim being sact^ced in 
the place of the^goilty^ The idea of exj^tory ^acxi- 
Sees, and of a mediation. fiHinded upon them^ isi)e^u- 
tifoHy expressed -in the boc^ of Job ; a boc^ not only 
of great antiquity^ but which seems to have obtained 
the approbation of Mr. Paine> havmg) as he suppQ^es» 
been written by a gentile«-«^ Andit was so, that, af* 
ter the Lord had spoken these words unto Job^ t^e 
Lord said to EHphaz the Temanke, My wrath is kin- 
dled against thee^ and against thy two friends ; for ye 
have not spoken of me the thing that Is right, as my 
aervant Job hath. Therefore take unto you now seven 
bullocks and seven rams, and go to my servant Jbb» 
«nd offer up for yourselves a i)urnt>oSerhig, and my 
aervant lob shall pray for you ; for him wiU I accept : 
lest I deal witlr you after your folly, in that ye have 
not spoken of me the thing which is right, like my«er- 
vant Job. So Eliphaz the, Temanite, and Bildad the 
Shuite, jand Zophar the Naamathite, went and did ac- 
cording as the Lord commanded them : the Lord also 
accepted Job/* J<^xlii. f-^S^. The obje^onsidiich 
are now made to the sacrifice of Christ, equally apply 
to all expiatory sacrifices ; the offiaring up of which, 
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had not the Ibrraet* superseded thent, would have cott- 
dmied to this day. 

If an innocent character offers to die in the room of 
a guilty fellow-creature, it i^ not ordinarily accepted, 
nor would it be proper that it should. For he may 
have no j«st right to dispose of his life ; or if he have, 
he has no power ta resume it : ther^ may likewise be 
no such relation between the parties, as that the suffer- 
ing of the one should express displeasure against the 
conduct of the other. Besides this, there may be no 
great and good end accomplished by such a substiiu- 
tion, to society : the loss sustained by the death of the 
one, might be equal if not superior to the gain from 
the life of the <rther. If the evil to be endured might 
be survived ; if the relation between tire parties were 
such) that in the sufferings of the one, mankind would 
be impressed with the evil of the other; and if hy such 
a proceeding, great advantage would accrue'ta«ociety ; 
instead of being accounted inadmissible, it would be 
reckoned right, and wise, and good. If a dignified 
individual, by enduring some temporary severity from 
an offended nation, could appease their di^leasure, 
and thereby save his, country from the destroying 
sword) who would not admire his disinterested con« 
duct ? And if the offended, from motives of humani- 
ty, were contented with expressing their displeasure 
bjr transferring the effect of it from a whole nation to 
an individual who thus stepped forward on their be- 
half, Would their conduct be censured as " indis* 
criminate revenge ?" The truth is, The atonement of 
Christ affords a display of justice on too large a scale^ 
and on too humbling a principle, to approve itself to 
a attracted, selfish/ and haughty mind. 
D d 
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THE 

SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE 

OF ELECTION STATED. 

(Frtm th€ Vermont Adviser.) 



It is a very pMn]y Tcvealed truth> of great impon* 
$nce In tbe cbristlait system,- that some oi par fallea 
race were, ** from the beginrfng, chosen to salvation, 
through saactificadon of the Spirit, and beiief of the 
truth ;" or* elected, " accprding to theforeknowkdg^ 
of God the Father, through sajicdficatiMi, unto obe- 
dience, and sprinkHftg ef tbe WPod of Jesus Christ,'* 
It is not true, as many seem tP hoW, that some are 
chosen to salvation, because they were prevbusly 
sanctified ; but, they were "chosen to salvation, through 
sanctiftcation." They are elected, not because they 
were previously obedient ; but, «unto obedience.**— 
As this doctrine of election makes the salvation of 
sinners depenS, not on him that wWeth^ nor on him 
that nmneth, hut, on the sovereign electing grace of 
God, it is very offensive to the carnal heart, and has, 
perhq^, been opposed with more unchiistian zeal and 
virulence, than almost any othertruthof the gospel, 
nor has it always been easy, even for apparently bum* 
ble disciples of the I^ord Jesus to perceive the entire 
consistency of this, with other plainly revealed truths. 
Perhaps, too, this doctrine has sometimes been so 
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statedi by very pious wd learned advocates fo^the doc* 
trines of grace, in tbeir zscal for the sovereignty d: 
God, as to be an occasion of stutnWing to their &iend»» 
while it has given their adversaries some advantage. 

jA. leading objection to thb doctrine has ever bec% 
that, if it be true, then no grace has been tnanifested 
to the non-elect, hi the gift of a Saviour ; in ttie, atone- 
ment he has made; or in the offer of salvation to 
them, ip the gospel ; whereas the scripture repi'eseji^ 
tationxeriahily is, that great grace has been manifest^- * 
cd in these things. Could this objccticin be feurly si^b- 
stantiated, it would, indeed, go so far towards invalida- 
ting the truth of the doctrine. if> then, the doctrine be 
80 stated, by its advocates^ th^ this objectlbn will lie, 
unanswerably, against thdt' statement, great advantage 
fe given to the adversary. / - 

li has not been uncommon for those, who have un- 
dertaken to defend the ^octiiites of grace, to represent 
th^ elect as heihg chosen, not merely, as the scrip- 
tures ex]^r^ss h, <^ to salvation, through siuicdiicatioii 
of the Spiiit, and belief of the truth ;" but, also, a4 
cht»en, that Christ might die for ftem, and make 
atonement for their sins, and for ^heirs only. But it 
must he very obvioUs, that, if the atonement Jmade l^ 
Christ were for the sins of the elect only, then^ in niak- 
ing the atonement, there could be no ^t of grace to 
the non-elect- Besides, if Christ were set forth a pro* 
pltiation for the sins of the elect only, then, in.what he 
hais done aUd suffered, no provision has been made, ih 
any sense, for the solvation of the non*elect ; and, sore- 
ly, then, there can be no grace in the gospel offer of 
salvation to them. In this case, were they even to 
repent and believe the gospel, they could not be 
saved by Christ. Aggdnst this vie w of election, there- 
fore, it seems evident, the objection must be valid.— 
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Hence we may safety conclude) that this view of the 
doctiine is net a^reeidjk to scfiphire. It is tt0S^ 
concluded, howeve>vthat, haditseetned good in tl^ 
Mght of God to exerdse his boly sbrereigntf in this 
waf, it could have been no ground c^objecdon against 
ius glorious character. If^ contemplating men merely 
as transgressors of hh law, he had elected somci and 
determined to give his Son to die for them only, leaf- 
ing others to perish, without making any provision for 
4liem, in any sense, he would have done tl*c latter no 
injustice. He might stiW have appeared glorious in 
lioliness. Bm« what is ccmtendfed for is, that, in this 
case, there could be no grace to the non-elect, in the 
gift of the Saviour, in the atonement made by him, or 
in an oflfer of salvjftion to them, through him. And, 
therefore, that it is evident this is not the way, in*which 
'he has exercised his sovereignty, in regard to the re- 
demption and salvation of sinners. Because, accord- 
ing to the scriptures, he has done this in a way, wliich 
•is roRsistent with a gracious offer of salvation to the 
non-elect. 

When we open the Bible, we there find, that "God 
so loved the worlds that he gave his only begotten Soil, 
that whosoever believeth in hlra should not perish, but 
have everlasiitig life/* That Christ « gave bimselfa 
ransom for all." That, « by the grace of God he shoiiM 
taste death for every man.** And that ah apostle, ad- 
«lressing his <:hiistian brethren, says, « He is the pro- 
pitiation for our sins ; and not for our sins only, but 
also for the sins of the whole world." Accordingly, 
the gracious invitation is addressed to all, indiscrimi^ 
nately. "Come unto me, all ye that labour, and aire 
iicavy laden, and I will give you rest." ** Whosoever 
will, k t him take of the water of life freely. " And^ 
the promise i^ " Him that cometh tome, I will in n« 
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m^t ciitt out/' We are ako plainly taught, that, if 
uffiiera uow pemh, U win be» not because- no atone* 
vaent has been made for their siiis> and no door of sal; 
TatioQ opened -before them ; but, because they wiQ not 
cotne unto ChrUt^ that^hey might have life. It i$ « h^y 
who believeth not," who <* shall be damned.!' In all 
.thisvit is evidently implied, that there is great grace 
manifested, even to those who will finally perish, in 
the provisions of the gospelf and in the offer of sal^^E^ 
4ion to them. Unquestionably, the scripture doctrine 
of election perfectly harmonizes with these things, and 
Is, therefore, consistent with this manifestation of grace 
*to the non-elect. . 

Those who urge the objection in question, against 
the doctrine c^ election^ someUmes concede, ^nd no 
one, surely, can reasonably deny, that, had God sent 
his Son into the world, to die, and^ake atonement for 
the sins of all men, and had he offered salvation to all 
men, on the terms on which it is offered in the gospel, 
without doing any thing more to effect Iheir salvation, 
this would have been an act of grace, even though all 
4iad refused the offer, and perished in their sins. Now, 
whatever may be the truth, respecting election, so 
mwh at least, God has actually done. He has given 
ills Son to die, as a propitialkn for the sins of the whole 
world.; ai>d, through him, salvation is freely offered.-— 
The invitation given is universal. It is also true, that, 
this being d(me, sinners imiversally reject the salv{^ 
tion offered. They all, with one consent, begin to^make 
ei^cuses, and will not come unto Christ, that they may 
have life. Hence, if nothing m<Mre were done, to ef- 
fect the salvation of sinners, they would all certainly 
perish together. Unless God were pleatsed to make 
Anher disj^ys of grace, to these rebellious and un- 
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gratcffil creatures, not one of them would b6 sare*-*— ^* 
If, in these cireomstaBces, God were ^teased tirsecri 
forth hia Spirit to renew the h^ms of all merit^aiid t» 
grat)t them tepefitance un£0 salvfttioin) ^m wo«ld be 
another great xibplay of grace to nil ; but it would t*ei^ 
ther increase, nor ^mimsli, the grace, whieb he has 
diready manifested, i» g^vhig his Son to be a i^ropltia^ 
tion for their sind^ aiul offering saJvatkiQ to titism> 
through him. This would ^mala the same. If, the^ 
instead of sending hia Sp4rit to renew the heatta of all 
men, and to briiig lliem ii^to a state of salva%k»^ be b«i' 
pleased to send him-to renew the hearts of pan of thena. 
only, and to grant salvation unto them, leaving othem 
to follow the natural inclitiati[ons of their lii^earts,.^md tx> 
continue in their ungrateful rejection of Christ, XRd Ms 
salvation ; here is another wonderful act of gmce la 
tho$e, in whom this good woric is effected, in whicjh 
thosci who are' left to their own chosen wigr, tN> not 
i^hare. StHU however, the grace already manifested 
to them, in the gift of a SaTipur, in the atonement hje> 
has made, and in the offer of salvation :tothem»ire^ 
mains the same^ It is ny>t diminished^ surd^yV by the 
fartlier displays of graccj which God is pleased to 
make, in the actual salvation of others. What Go<J 
docs for otl^rs, lays no bar in tl\e way of thei^coming 
to Christ) and obtaining salv^on. Kothkig hind^i^ir 
this, but the .wicked perverseness and cAstinacy of 
their own itvil hearts. Now, this representation! is not 
mere hypothesis } it b according to fact. As ha^ .been 
stated already^ men are all siuners, aiTd under condem* 
nation. Christ has been set forth a propitiation for the 
sins of the whole world. Thi^ng^ him, salvation k 
freely offered; and, when of!^red> it is universally and 
most ungratefully rejected. In view of these circum^ 
stancesy God says, cOHc«nii>^ the ungrateful anji guifty 
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i»cti ^ J «Ul liaVe aierpy on whom I wilJ have roerpy " 
He ftend!5 hi» Spiiritto renew the hearts of somcf ai^ 
to form thepi «^ vessels of lacpcjr pnepared uttto glory ;'* 
undlie J^vesrothers to the^.owA choicei who continue 
to jrejeet thoiudiratiao offerect^ aa^ ^er their hardnea% 
md impfliutent beart» tres^are up unto themselyefi 
wrathf gainst the dayof wn^ and revelation of U$e 
^hteotts judgment of Ood. Thofte> on whom God 
thus has mercy, are the elect* They are ^^choaen ui^ 
salvation* through sanetificatioB of the S^riti and be- 
lief of the truth." But^ the election ia made, &ot from 
among nwtt) viewed merely as transgressors of the 
kw> md under condemnation ;, huty from among men> 
viewed as Imving rejected salvation^ when graciously 
offered* Hence, it is not an election of some^ that 
Christ might die for them in particular, while, in msUk^ 
if% atonement, others are passed by ; but^itisaneleo 
tion of some, from among all, for whom atonement has 
been made, and who have refused to obey the calls of 
the gospel, ^ unto obe^enee, and spr^ikling of the 
blood of Jesus Christ'^ 

But, here^ some may ii»)uire. What, then> becomes 
of eternal election? The answer is eaay. "Known 
unto God are all his works, from the beginning of the 
world." The election of some unlo salvaiion, there^ 
tore, was, « from the beginning." Tho3iB, whom God 
blesses f^ with all spiritual4>lessings in heavenly places,'^' 
or things, ^^ in Christ," he so blesses, " fbccording $» 
he hath chcjsenf ' them << in him, before the foundation 
of the world, that" they ^'jahould be holy) and without 
blame before him in love." But, though they were 
<( chosen before the foundation of the world," the 
choioe^ was made in view of sueh sireumstances as God 
foresaw wouW actu^ exist. Those, who would have 
^ix that some weire chos^, not only to s^vation, but 
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that atonemeiii m%tit be made ptrtictilar^ fer i kmtfi 
must admltt thai;, m m$km§ the elecUon> God contem* 
plated laeAfie Men, aii|limd«rteiideilin«tioiu Wkat 
Jb now comeided fer is, thtt iie ^(^mtem^}«ied ^ie«% 
AOt mereljr as fiedlen^ ami ttBder ceiidemdatioo.; tot, a:^ 
Iklleii ct'eatin'esy t^ wli^m BOlva^en b«s been ofier^ 
^UKi by wham it haabeen injected. 

TtiMM ^l^roM: viewfr of the subject mtign to elec^ 
tion diffireot places^ in the order of divine porpoaesk 
it it true, the purposes of God> bdng all tternaly are 
iN»oestarily co-eidstbnt. Intheordev of Umefao ime 
purpose conld l>ave existence, in lils all-comprehf^aive 
snind» prior to another. In the order of ijaturef bow- 
•vttT, one divine purpose may be considered as preced- 
iag another. The purpose to give eadst^ice 1^ meO) 
fer example, rou^ have been prior, in the order of na- 
ture, to the' purpose of giving ChIi^tto redeem mid 
aave men. According to those, who tnsant^in that 
some v^ere fslected, that Christ might 4k» for them^ iik 
particulat*} the <^er of nature, in the divine purpose^ 
effeciiug the salvation of men, m«ist be-as follows :-^ 
God determined to create men ; foreseeing that they 
Would fall into sin, he determined to give his Son to 
4ie fer some of them only ; and then made hsi elec* 
tbnof the individuals^ to whom thi^ fevpur should be 
granted, fint, as the subject has now been cstntem- 
plated, the order is this : God determined to create 
men; foreseeing that they would fell into dn, he de- 
termined to gke htt Son to be a pro^tiation''fer the 
sins of tbe^whole world, and that, through him, salva- 
tion should be freely offered, only on condition of re- 
pentance and feith in Christy and, foneseeing th^ the 
gracious oflfer would be, universally, ungratefully Pe- 
jected, he said, <« I will have mercy, on whom I w^l 
*ave mercy/' and, aooordingl^t chose wme <*.unte«itr- 
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tftlion through sanctification of the Sptrit, and belief <3f^ 
thethnh." 

The order, first siktedv noton)y leaVe5noroomf:>s 
any manrfestation ofi^-race, in the offer of ' salvation) 
to the non-elect; but it gives opposers opportunitjr td 
Airge agninst the doctrine of election? arguments drawfa 
from such passages ofrBcripttire5'as speak of the atone- 
ment t^f Christ as made for the sind of all, and from 
those^ also, in which the invitations of the gospel are 
iiddressedto all, with very great effect, if not unaii* 
sweraWy. Besides, it does not well harmonize with 
Ihie order of eveiits. 

Against the order last stated, no such objections ca& 
lie. It takes out of the h tnds of opposers att argu- 
guments drawn from the universafity of the atone- 
ment, and the general ifivltations of the gospel, and 
fcJavcs them, in producing these arguments, to fight, 
" Bs one that beateth the air." For, the universality 
of the fetonemcrit, and the ^eneraf invitations of the 
gospel notwithstanding, sinners reject the offer of sal- 
vation, and, from among those who reject, God has 
chosen some to salvation ; and his purpose^ according 
to election, must stand. It perfectly harmonizes, also; 
with the order of events. Man was created before b© 
fell ; he fell, before salvation was offered, through 
Chrfet ; salvation was offered, before rejected ; and it 
was rejected, before the Spirit was sent to comnrani- 
cate « all spiritual blessings,"^ to some, "according as 
they were chosen in Christ, before the' foundation of 
the world, that they should be holy.** According to 
this view of the subject^ too, there is the same grace 
manifested to the non^elect, as tdrthe elect, in the gift 
of a Saviour, in the atonement, Whith he hat made, 
by hit obedience, and sufferings, and death, and in 
•the offer of salvation. But^ when all ungratefully «e^ 
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&$e tbe salvation offeredt'O^ lias ^mercjr on^hotii 
he will have mercy ;** and it Is true, that, in their elec- 
tion to 8«dTation ; in the renOvadsm of then* hearts \ in 
being enabled to persevere in h6liness^ and in being 
brouf^thome to glory, the dect do receive* from the 
fulness iliere is in Ghfist, and " grace upon grace»** ifc 
which the non^lect do not share. 

TROPHrMUS.. 



GENERAL ATONEMENT. 



AN' EXTRACT , 

J^row/A^CHBisTlTkN OBSEB¥il&*8 Revietif qf the ^iskt^ 
qf Uncoin^a Charge^ Vol. H, fi. 544, considered hy 
many resftectMe fiersona tlie moat able periodical vfork 
rver fiubHfthed. 



"J* HE doctrine ottmiv^raai ov g^enctal redemfitioH i% 
imqueutionably contained in the sacred scriptures^ and 
ist^Mightin the articles, homilies^ and liturgy of our 
church (church of England*) The Irish aiticles of 
religion compiled in th6 reign of James L are most 
explicitly Calyinistic, having the Lambeth articles in- 
corporated into them ; nt)w it is weH known that they 
were digested and reduced into form principally by 
the labours of the learned Usher; yet this eminent 
prelate maintained, mpst unequivocally, the doctrine 
of general redemption. The English divines who at- 
tended the Synod of Dort, and assented to the tenets 
of pi;«destinaiipn, and the divine decrees, as taught 
l>y Calvin, n^veraiei^ss contended for the doctrine iA 
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question. Ai^dnot tx>iii«ilit>ly Authdfhiesonwr^lftki 
a subjecty many of tbp mo^ learned among the Puri- 
tans, who agreed with Calvin in matters of di^pline, 
as well as in the tenets pf predestination) were, never- 
thelessy strenuous advocates for the doctrine of |^ene« 
ral redemption. Upon this poioty^e believe hid lord- 
ship will meet with few opponents annong those whom 
he may call Calvinlstic clei^men ; few among the 
more learned and res^eetable, who will deny that 
<< Chiist made a full satisfaction and complete atone* 
ment for the sins of the. whole world." 

Nay, Calvin himself, in commenting on Rom. v. 18* 
admits that Christ stiffered for the ains ef the vfhole 
worlds and is offered indiscriminaieiy to all men 6tf the 
goodness of God, And we believe that among our 
English divines of the present day, who incline to the 
views of that reformer, there are few who do not adopt 
,the language of our church upon this point. In a set- 
roon now before us, written by the Rev. Thomas Scott, 
late chaplain of the Lock Hospital, in which he en- 
deavours to prove, that the doctrines of election and 
final perseverance afe scriptural, and that they con- 
sist with exhortatory and practical preaching, and con«« 
duce to holiness of life, we &id the following passage : 
'< But what is the general purport of this commission 
(viz. Christ's ?) Let us hear the v^ord of God: • This 
is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.*''^ 
< God so loved the nvorldXh^X he gave his only begot- 
ten Sons that whosoever belie veth in him shoukl not 
perish* but have everiasting life % for God s^nt not h\% 
Son into the world to cpndemn the world but that the, 
viorld through him might h^ saved/ < His blood is the 
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only^ but ^or 
the sins of the whole world,'* H© then proceeds to o^^ 
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5crv«-^ For my part^ I 6»Tfi not use any arts of criti« 
citm to narrow the olmou& sense of these and sioalar 
texts; and as I hope this day, previously to receiving 
and administeruig the Lord's Supper, to use the M" 
lowing terms in solemn prayer^ Christ ^ by his own 
oblation of tumself coiee offered, made a Aill) perfect, 
and sufficient sacrifice) oblation, and satisfaction for 
the sins of the whole worl^*' I would no more con- 
tra^ct this solemii profession from the pulpit, than I 
would preach against the seventeenth article respect- 
ing predestination. The compi^rs of our Uturgy;^vi- 
dently thought both true and consistent with each 
other ; and I am % happy to coincide in sentiment with 
ify&se venerable characters*" 



EXTRACT 

From the oUt Article of the Church of England. 

THE offering of Christ once made, is that perfect 
redemption, propitiation, and satisfaction for all the 
sins of the whole world, both original said actual ; ^d 
there is none other satisfiaction for sin but that alone. 



EXTRACT TROM THE 

HEIDELBURGiH CATECHISM. 

XVth Lorfs Day, 

CHRIST <* sustained in body and soul, the wrath of 
God against the sins of all mankind, that so by hb 
passion, as the only propitiatory sscrffice, he might 
redeem our body and soul fixan eyerlasling d»nna# 
tion, and plrtain for ns the favour of God^ rightcooi* 
ness and eternal life." 
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7%^ Necessity of Atonement^ and the con- 
sistency between that and Free Grace j in 
Forgiveness. 

ILLUSTRATED IN THREE SERMONS, 

Delivered at JVewHayen^ Oct. 1785, 
BY JOHNATHAN ED WARDS, i). Z>, 

PRESIDENT QF UJflOH COILBGZ. 

SERMON I. 

CPHESIAl^S 17. 

*Ifi VihoAi ive have redemption through his blood, thefov* 
giveneaa (faitia, according to the riches of his grace, 

JL HE doctrine of the forgiveness of sin« is a capi- 
tal doctiine of the gospel, and is much insisted on by 
the writers of the New Testament : above all, by the 
author of this epistle. In our text he asserts that we 
are forgiven according to the riches of grace : not 
merely in the exercise ot grace, as the very term /or- 
givenessy implies : but in the exercise of tlie riches of 
grace : importing that forgiveness is an act of the 
most /i^ee and abundant grace. Yet he also asserts 
that tUs gratuitous forgiveness is in consequence of a 
redentfition by the blood ff Christ, But how arc' these 
two parts of the proposkioii eohsistent ? If we be in 
the literal sente fbrglfeir in ctmsiequence of a redeoip- 
Ee - ' y ' 
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tioDi w^ are lbrghro» on account of^the piice of re^ 
demptkm previoutlj paid. Uow^ ihen c«n we be truly 
said to be firgiveu : a word which implies the exer- 
cise of grace? and eApecia% l^ow can we be said ta 
be forgiTen according to the richtM of grace? This is 
at least a seeming incansistence. If o«r forgiveneae 
be pim^baaed, and the price of it be idrea^f paid* it 
seema to be a matter of ^^ty and not of grace. This 
dyitoulCf 4M«di occaaiaiied some to reject the doctrine 
of Christ's redemptiooi aatisiacUoQ) or atQQement.->- 
Othei^ who hare fiot b^n driven to that^ytremty hff 
this difficnltfi yet haTe been exceedingly perplexed 
and emburassed. Of these last) \ freely confess my- 
self to have been one. Having. froi^ my yeutb devo- 
ted myself to the study of th<to<^c and practical the- 
ologyy this has to me been one of the oordian knots 
in that science* How hr what shall now be offered 
towards a solution) ought to afford satisfaction, is sub- 
mitted to the judgment of my candid auditors. 
Our text naturally suggests thes^ three enquiries : 
Are sinners forgiven through the redemption or 
atonement of Jesus Chrbt only ?r^What is the reason 
or ground of this n^ode of forgiveness ?— Is this mode 
«f fprgivcncM ccfnsis^ent with ^rac^, or acjoording' to 
the richer (/ grace ? — Let us consider these in tlieir 

I. Are we forgivep through th^ redemption or 
aU^eOicnt of Jesus Christ only ? I say, redemption or 
^$Qnfm0itf bec^s^, in my viewj th€fy mutually imply 
Mch oUieP. That we {ire forgiven throiigh the atone- 
m^t of cyirist-rand can be frrgiven in no other ws^, 
the scripturfiP v(try cle^rjy teach. For evidence as to 
Ihe first of thes«4^^ularfi Ij^a) to. the following 
4^a9n^p3s of Bjeriptwr«ii which are indeed but a fe^jof 
the many which exhibit Jhf same truth. First, our 
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tektltself r •« la vkom we have redwupuon thw^ 
Bis blood, thd fergiveiwfts «l »h», according t<*% 
riches of hb grace." Rom.iii.34. ♦* Baingi}iistifi«d 
fredy by his grace, through the Te4wnptM>«^ that is in 
Jesus Christ." Acts xx. 28, « To feed-the church <rf 
Gbd, which he hatb iMir€h««d with his own l^ood," 
Heb.ix. 12. «By his own Wood he «nte»cd in «nce 
into the holy place, havii>g 'Obtained eternal redcmp* 
^Qn for lis." I Pet. L 1$. «* Forasmuch as ye know, 
that ye wei-e not redeemed with corrufitible things, aa 
l^lve^and^W, butwi^the^eciouaWoodof Cliirist, 
as of a kmb without blendth and withom spoU" Ibid 
chap. ii. 24. <« Who his owneelf have mkr wis, ia 
his own body on the trec,'that wo'bdIngdaaAto Jin 
tfhoutd live unta nght^routiieto : by whose sirfpfSsye 
Were healed." Isa. 1^. 4, 5,6. « H« hath bocnc-our 
griefs, and carried oiir sorrow s-^^e wns woondei) for 
our transgressions, - he was b»ii»ed> fov our inlquiti^ 
the chastisement of ou# feac^ ^as upon him, smd wkh 
his stripes we are heuled. The Lord i)ath laid on 
him the iniquity of us all." Ibid v. 10, 1 1, 12. ^ Yet 
it pleased the Lord to hruise him ; he hath put him to 
grief; when thou shale make bis soul an offetkg for 
^in, be shall see his seed-^He ihaA bear thek'^iq€ii<» 
ties-^Atwl he bare the sins of many." ^ 

The scriptures also teach the absolute necesdty <>£ 
the atonement of Christ, and that we can Obtein for- 
giveness and salvation through that only. The sacri- 
fices appointed to be made by the ancient Israelites, 
seem evidently to point to Christ; and to show the ne- 
cessity of the vicarious sacrifice of him, who is there- 
fore said tobe " our/rawOv^r *flfcW^cre/fbr us;" and 
to have " given himself for us, an tiering and ^sutri* 
Jlce to God, for a sweet smelling ^Vonr ;" and «*^now 
once in the end of t^ world, to have appeared; to put 
« 
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mngr ciDi by the saai/ke of hiaiael^'* I Cqr, v. T^ 
£pfa. V. 3, Hob. ix, 26^ As the anci^t IsraeJOU^ 
<;otiJd obudn pardon m no other way than by thos«> 
S{icriScea;,thi» teacbea us that we can obtain it only. 
hy the sacrifice of Christ. 

The jKMitive declarations of the New Testanfieut; 
teach the same truth still more directly i as Luke 
xxiY. 25t 26. «^ Q fools, and aipw of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have spoken, I Ou^JU not Chrisjt 
to have suffered these things and to enter into his^ 
glory ?" verse 46. ** Thus itJt>el>pTcd Chiist to suSer^^ 
^d to rise from the dead the third day.", Roa^. iii- ^^b: 
^6. " Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiatioa 
through faith in his blood,, to declare his r^hteous^ 
nes^-^Ao/ hfi tmght bejuMt^ and the justiier of Jbin^ 
whkb beiieveth in J«us.*' It seems that Qod could 
not bate been just In justifyiog the be]ievisr» bad. not 
Christ beea made a propiticjt^. John iii. U, U. 
'^ As Moses Ufttd i^) the serpent in the wildem^s, ao 
musi tlie son. of roan be lifted up*" Heb.ix. 23. 
^( Without ^edc&ng of blood is no reipissiop." 1 Cor. 
iii. 1 U "Other foundation can no miui lay, than that 
is laid, which is Jesus Christ" Acts iv. 12. "Neitl^r 
is thei^e salvation in dny^other ; for tb^re is no other 
name, under heaven, given among men, whereby we^ 
must be saved." 

The ne<iesiaty of the dcatl^ and atonement; of Christ, 
sufficiently appear by tbc bare event of his death*-* 
If his death were not necessary, he died in vain. But 
we cannot suppose that either he or his fothcr would 
have -consented to his death, had it not been absolute* 
ly necessary. Even a waw of common wisdom and 
goodness, would not consent either to hb own death or 
that of his son, but in a case of necesshy, land in order 
to some important and valuable epd. Much less can 
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we sup{)ose, that either Christ Jesus the Son would 
have consented to his own death, or that the infinitely 
wise aad good father would have consented to the death 
of his only begotten and dearly beloved Son, in whom 
his soul was well pleased, and wha was full of |;rac6 
and truth, the brightnefiss of his own glory, and the ex- 
press image of hb person, the chiei^^among ten thou- 
sand, and altogether lovely^ if there had not been the 
most urgent necessity. £sspecial}y as this most ex* 
cellent Son so earnestly prayed to the Father, to except 
him from daath; Matt, xx, 89. «0 my Father, if il 
be possible, let this cup pass from me ! Nevertheless, 
nbt as 1 will, but ad thou wilt." The Son i^mself hath 
told us, John xi. 42. «« That the father heareth him 
id ways:" and therefore we may be sure, that if the 
condition of his pathetic petition had taken place ; if 
it had beeti possible, that the designs of God in the sal* 
vation of sinners should be accomp&hed,. without the . 
deathof Christ ; Christ's prayer, in this instance, would 
have been answered, aiui he would tiave been exempted 
from deaths A^d since he was not exempted, we have 
clear evidence, that bis death was a matter d absolute 
necessity. 

The necessity of the atonement of Christ, is clearly 
taught also by the apostle, Qal. ii. 21. «^ If nghteotis- 
ness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vuin.'' It 
is to no purpose to pretend that the lawy in this pas»^ 
sage, means the ceremonial law ; because he tells us^ 
d^p. ilL 21. ^( That if there had been a law given, 
which could have given li£e, verily righteousness should 
have been hy the law." But the moral law was a law 
which bad been given ; and since no law which had 
been given could give life, it follows, that forgiveness 
and Ufe eould not be by the moral law; any more than 
Be 2 
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^ th« ctrtmonmly and thikt if they toul^ Chrial bdeod 
in v«iii. 

II. Ournc»t iaqmrfri8,tphfltistbe rta^on or gr^mi 
of this modb of fbrgivcmesftf ortc^Ay is an atooemeot 
aecctsary in order to the ptrdon of die siimer? J s3if- 
sweiv it it necessary on the ««fne gnnmd) and Sot the 
nme reasons, aa pnoishment vould have been nesessa* 
ry, if there had been no atonement made. The ground 
•fboth bthesaime^ The^ie&liontheA comes to thia^ 
why woaM it ba¥t hceii neeeseary. If no atonement had 
been made, ihatfrntiahinentahaAiklheinttctedontbe 
ivansgretoorsof ifae difineiaw I Tiii% I suppose^ %rfmlit 
have ^een necessary) roo»i^9tfa^M<<mi^onQr qftbedi^ 
vmelaw. Hthatbe noimaintakiedt but the kw, fall into 
•oBtempt^ the contenipt iviH fidl cqnaily on the legiac 
lati^ himseif ; hb authority wiU iie despided and hia 
l^vemment weakened* And as the contempt shall 
incr^Ne^ which maty be* expected^ to inorease, in pro- 
pordon to the neglcctof exeeitdng the law ; the divine 
govefvin^jsnt will amfoecb nciarer and nearer to a dis> 
solotion, tlE at ksi^n it wiH be totally anmJdiaied. 

Bat when moeai creatures are brought into^^ist* 
eocoy there must be a moral government. It cannot 
hertc^ociledwith the wisdontand goodness ofrGodj 
-to make intelligent creatures and leave tbom at no* 
dom9 without moral law ai^ government. This is the 
dictate of reason from the nature of things. Be^ea 
the nature of things^ we have in the present insts^iQe 
faet^ to assist ear reasoning. God hath injitct ^ven a 
sttond law and estabtislicd a moral government 0v«r 
his inufiligent cfeatores. So that we have dear t)t!Ooi; 
that infinite wisdom and goodness: judged U lo he im* 
^ssery^ to put intd%elit creatures under moc«diaw 
nt^ goineffttment. fiut in order to % morid law, thei^ 
must be a penalty M>thepwiee it woidd be mere 8dri^> 
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Ii«t no law. In order to sQ^>ort the mithor^ ami ii* 
^our of this law, Jthe pettalty nius^ be infiicted on trttii»- 
gressors* I£a penalty be ^enoisnced indeed, btst nevry 
ioflteted ; Uie law becoine& no lawf as veatty as if no 
penalty bad been annexed to tt. As weS might no law 
kave been ma^ oi* publtfil»d, as tbat a law be pid^sbf^ 
ed) with aH the moat awful peiieiltses, and these nev^ 
be infHcted. Nay, m some reepectait wonld be mnch 
better and more reeikndleable witk the (&rtne perfec- 
tifins.. It would be more consbteut^ and show that the 
legitdi^or wsa not ignotant^eitlm* of his own warn of 
power to eaiTf a kkw ^o elEect, or of the rights of hk 
subjects, or of the jbotmdaiies between; r^ht and irrong^ 
JM. to e»i0ct a law and^HJt execute k^ intpSea a weak- 
ness of some kind or ether $ either an error of Jwig* 
ment» or a .ccmsciousne^ of a depraved design in mafci* 
ittg the law, vsp a. wai^ of power to c^rry it into elSedi 
or seme o^r defect. Therefore suf^ a procee^i^ 
as tills is dishonoui^le asdt contemptible ; and by It^ 
both the law imd legblai(». not only afifieor in tir etm^ 
temfiHHe HghH but vealiy^ are coi^mplible. 
. Hence, ta^Eecute the threatening of the dime lawi 
is necessary to preserve the lUgolty and mithoirit^ t^ 
the law, said of the aathor of it) and to the very^ exs^ 
eneoof the dtrine moral goTemteent. Itisiieia»> 
^peaehment of the dtirine power ai^ wisdom,^ to say* 
that it'is impossible for God himself lo uphold Memo* 
ral government, oiNSrim^ltgent creatures^ w^ien^one^ 
hi» law hath fallen imociMitetnpt He magFiadeed^v* 
era them by f>re«i^«/i^ foteei hm he governs the ma* 
tmal w«irld^ but he caimot fovem them, by km^ by re« 
wards and puntslimentiu: 

.. IfCtedmtflntaiff th^e aaflionqr of faia lawi by the in^ 
iSction of tte^pmudty, it wiU ivppear, t^al he «c^ cmi>* 
sistently in thei^^lative and eM^tiiive|Artaoi||^ 

. Digitized by VjOOQIC 



332 Mecetsky of Mmtmem. 

government But if he were not lo infiict the peiut^^ 
he would act and appear to act, an ineonMsteiit p«pt ; 
. or to be inconmtent wkh himself. If the authorhf ^ 
the divine law be supported by the punishment c^ 
transgressors, it will most powerfully tend to res^aiti 
all intelligent creatures from ^. Bot if the authority 
of the kw be not aupported, it will rather enoouraige 
and invite to sin, than Testnte fhmi it 

For these reasons, whidh are indeed all Imj^lied in 
flopportiog the dignitf and a^thoHty of thedtvine law, 
it would hove been neeessary^ luid no.atonement for 
sin been naade, that the pehaiey of the law-be infiicted 
on transgressors. 

If in this view of the matter, it- sliouM be sod, 
tSiough for the reaacms before menti^Ered, it is neces- 
sary that the penalty of the law, in many instances, or 
In mo9t instances^ be ift^ct^ ; yet why is imwcessary/ 
that it shoqkl'be in6iGted hi n;^t/ instance i Why 
could not the Deity, In a sovereign way, without any 
atonement, have for^ven at least some sinnera ? Why- 
could not the authority of the law have been su£Bcient- 
ly supported, without the pnnishipent of every indivi- 
^lal transgressor? Wo^ find that such stiictee^ia 
not neceamry or even sztdiervient to the puMic good^ 
in human govemmenta : and why is it necessary in ti^ 
divine ? To these inquiries I answer^ by>other in* 
qmrles. Why, on the supposition of no atoo^nfint, 
vrould it have been necessary, that the penalty of^the 
law shonld be infiietedin any instance ? Why could 
not the Deity, In a sovereign way, without any atpne- 
mentt have pardoned all mankind ? I presume it wiU 
be granted, for the reasons belbre assigned, that auck 
a proceeding as thi% woidd be inconsistent with the 
dignity and authority of theiiivinelawand governments 
And the ^saine consequence^, in a M^grce^ foUows itom 
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ff^m/ imtmce of pftrddn in this mode. If k true thf^ 
enttftof lumiani^oYernnients are tolerably aiisweredj 
tjbotigk income iastances the guilty are suBered to pasiS 
tvith inrpunity. But a» imperfection atteiids all humai|. 
alJI»r»; so it attends human governments in tMs verir 
particular, that there are rea^om qf^taUvfi^ch requir% 
or the public good requires, that gross criminalsi in 
8om^ instances, be disaiiAied with impunity) an4 with- 
out seonement. ThttS) because the goveminent of 
David was vfeakrond Hie. 09m qfZ^ruiah w^re too hard 
fsr fdmi Joabya moi^ atroekm^ murderer, could notf 
during the life. x^ £)a^4dy be brought to justice. In 
other instances, atrocious criminals are fmrdfrned, ia 
ordet to obtain Infonna^^ against others ^U i&ore 
atropkms, and daBgerous to the community* In many 
instances, the fin^adpaU ovXj in certain high crimes^ 
are puuished : the rest teing led ^way by s^tifice an4 
misrepresentation, are not supposed to 4eserve^ufii&h«. 
ment* And it is presumed, that in every instsoicey 
wherein it is really for the^goodof the community to 
pardon a crimrtnalr without proper satislacA>n &r \Aaf 
crime ; it is because of eitheri some weakness in the 
particular sta&erof the govermnent, under which the 
pardon is granted \ orsonkeimperfi^^tibn in the laws of 
ths^ state, not being adqrted to the partioular c^se ; or 
some imperfection intending ali human* afiairs. Mv^ 
as ^ot ai^ of these is suppqsable m the di^i^ govet^t"^ 
inentfihereiaiu) arguing conclusively, fcempardpn% 
in^ human governments^ to pardons in the divine* 

Itmay1)e added, thf^ in every instance in humai^. 
governments, in which }u«t laws are not strictly exe^u> 
t6d, the government n b& far wciMeened, and ^he chi^r^ 
acter of the rulersf^eith^ l^isktive ot>^x«cutive» suf- 
fers, either in p^int of ability or in pomt of kulegrity^ 
If it be granted ths&t^he law is just, andcioidem^^ 
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tp no i^fvattr pomiflitWBt than it d^servett imd If Ctod. 
yrere to pardon it without atonement^ it would seeiiH 
tJuU he 4id not ii«le aio in every ianaJioei mor treat it 
at being, what it reaVy ia^ Infiakely vile. 

Fpr theae reaaons it appears.thaft k would have been 

Deoaasary^ provided no^acimeniet^ had bten made) that 

the penalty ^ihe law ahooid ba^^ been inflicted^ eveii 

in evecy instance of disehe^tence;} and for ^he sfifne 

reaaona doubtleaa wtas it neeemvyt that Umy aiimers 

Were to be pardoned^ they ahouldhepaadoiiod only kx 

eomequence. oC mt, adpftmu «totteittenk The aumc^ 

ment ia the aobstitule for the ponbhment ihreatened 

^ the tow ; and waa deaignedto answer the aame ends 

. of anpporting^ the .aotheirity of the law^ the d%hUy of 

\ t)ie divine moral geifeminent) and tiie conai$tency of 

(lie divine cottdiBrt ID legiikition and execution* By 

lite atonement it appeara that Ciod is determined that 

ki$ tow ahatt be^sttpputed ; that it ahMI not be despised 

or tran^reaaed with tiilphntty$ and that it&an evil 

and a bitter thing to am against God, 

, The very idea of an atonement or a^tis&ction 'for 

ain« ia aomething wiMh to the purpose* of suppoiimg^ 

the authority of the divine tow^ »nA the diirniiy.and con* 

^tency of the di^4ne gofemmeat^ is equl^^aletit to the 

puoi^mMBttt of the Mnner, s^cording to the Hteral 

tbr^tening of the tow. That which answers these 

purpeaes^ being dt^ne, whatever it be, atonement ^ 

mMie> and the way to prepared tor the dispensation of 

pardon^ In any such ease, God eon brjmt and yet the 

jmtt^kr f^the mmet^ And that titat which is sufficient 

so anaw^ these* pnrposee, has been done for us accord* 

ing to the goapel^an) \ presume ncme can deny, wtki 

believe, that the eternal word was made fiesh, and 

dwelt junong ti«> am! that he, the only begotten and 

wnOI; beiovcd. Son* trf Clod, John i. l^^bare our si6sih 
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liis Dipmbodf ^ Uie tree, i« Pater ii. 94» andg«^ve lunr- 
celf ^ sMafice to God for us, t.^. v. $. 
. B^t.pt^jbf^ tome who m^ reiKi0jr grant tlu^iYhftt 
Christ hath don$ aad 6u&rQd, U midouhtedly sufficient 
toatone fi>r the w« of hb ^<^;>le ^may akb sujppose 
tbatifCMhaii seen fit «oio order i^ we might hare 
made a suffioieftl^ atOBement fer our own alas. Or 
vhel^fr they believe In the i«iiii]r «td eufficiencf df 
the .etonfeincD^ of ChVist or not> tb^ may suppose that 
we imght hm^ atoned, m eren now ^may aloiie, for our 
^wncans. ThU hiypiMhiaaia therefore demands our at- 

, If v(t could havQ fit^e^^by any meaiW) fi^r our own 
ainS} it must lifiye 4>e0n j^ther by our p^ficniume and r^ 
farnmiiony pr by Hkfkifins «i fiunithmmh iess in degree 
•or duration, than that which is threatened in the law as 
the wages.of sin. Nooth^ way Ibr us toatone for our 
own sins appcarsr to be conceivable. But if we attend 
to the subject, we shall find that we^cmi make no pro* 
per atonement in eiUi^r of these wi^s. 
^ 1. W« cou^ not m^ke atonement for our sins by 
repentance and reformatksi* Repentance undrelbrma* 
tion are a mere 4*eturn to our 4iHf^ whi^ we ought 
never to h^ve fors^Ocen ^r intevmitted. Suppose aeot* 
dier clesei^s the aem^iee inM> which be is enUs^d, and 
at the mo9t critical peri(Od not oi^fer^afees biageneNd 
9nd the canse of his coiff^tiyi but ^oigk^ the enemy and 
^xert^ himself to his. utmost in bi^causei and4n direet 
opposition to that j^ his country.; ^yet after twelvid 
HMHitlis spent in thii^ manner^^hia repents and iretums m 
^4h^ end hie ^H'^der service: w91 tUa repentanee 
^nd rj^fbrm^tton atone ifx bis ^sMitioniand rdisQien^ 
will his vepeivtence and return^ iritbout pupistaniM^ 
su|ipc»t the ambority of the kuw agikisst desertion audi 
i^ltiony and det^c<»thers from thu Ukt toniduet' equglf^ 
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if as the piinbiimeBt of die delinquent ae*orSa% to 
law f It cannot bepretended. Such a treatstentoiJU^e 
fldldier would expveas no ai^gnation or <Hspleadui% of 
the general at the conduct of the soldier : it wo&ld^ 
tK> means convince the army or tbe«worldy diat it was^a 
most heiooua crime to desert and ]<»n die-aCttdard^ 
the enemy. Just so hi the- ooe under cohiidc^ra^dii : 
The language €€ fergiidDg sinners barely on thear re* 
pentance is, that he who sms shall repent; ihsA the 
curse of the lawk repeutiffice; that be who repents 
shidl suffer) and that he desevves» no liirther plBd1d^- 
ment. But this would be so&r frMft an effectiialteil* 
dency to discxwn^ and resfiraia from sliA> th^^ 
greatly ^icourage to the comtmmn and indulgence 
ofit; as all that sinners would have to fear, on this sop* 
posittcm, would be not the wrath of Godf nor any liiing 
^%errible9 but the greatest Messing to which any man in 
thia life can attrin, repentance. If this %ere the ooi^ 
ditkm of forgiving simi«*s, not only no meiR&ares woM 
be taken to support the divine law, but none to viadi* 
•cate the character of God himself or to ahow that he 
acts a consistent part^ and agrees^ to his own lawi 
orthat heisafiiend to vktue mid an enemy to i^ce. 
Oiif the other hand, he would rather if>pe«*as a^leod 
to Bin and vice, or indifferent concert^ thetn. What 
would you think of a^pnnee who shouhi imd^ m law 
against murder^ and should threaten it with a pumah- 
liient properly severe ; yet afaould dechnre that «oiie 
:«rho should 4)egmlty of that criane and iftould repetkt, 
*ali0uld be punished? or if he did not poskively dechu« 
^ss, yet should in fea suffer all muiderefs who t^ 
panted of their murders^ to pass with impuni^ f Ub- 
.doiib^e<y y ypu wouM comrade thsft he waaeither a V9tf 
meak ur a very mOelted prince; either that he was un»> 
He $opiioteet his 8ubje6t% or that he had no real regi^ 
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m ihfh lii^B or safety) whether m their indiTidual or 
eollectiye capacity. 

: 2. Neither could we make atonement by any 9uffei> 
ingt short of the full pqnishment of sin. Because the 
irery idea of atonement is something done, which lo 
the piurpose of supporting the authority of the law, 
the dignity and consistenpy of divine government and 
conduct, is fully equivalent to the curse of the law, 
and on the ground of which, the s^mer may be saved 
Crom that curse. But no sufferings endured by the sin* 
ner idtmelfy short of the curse of the law, can be to 
these purposes equivalent to that curse; any more 
t^ui a less number or qu»nti^ can be equal to a greater. 
Indeed a less degree ord^ation of suffering endured 
hf Christ the Son ^ Godf may, on account of the 
infinite dignity and glory ^f his person, be an equiva* 
l^t to the curse «f the law endured by ih^ sinner : as 
it would be a far more striking demonstration of a 
king's displeasure, to inflict, in an ignominiotrs man- 
ner, on the body of his own son, forty stripes save one ; 
than to punish some obscure-subject with death* But 
when the personisthesame,it is sd^surd to suppose 
that a less dsgree^r duration of pain can be equal to 
a greater, or can equally strike terror into the mind$ 
of spectators, and make them fear and no more do any 
sttcb^widcfdittasi Deut. xUt IK ^ 

BfiflMes I if a less.degree or dm^aiion of punbhment, 
kifiicte^ <m tl»e sinner, would answer aH the purposes 
of supportmg the authority of the divine law. Sec 
•e^iaHy as that punishm^^t whidi is threatened m the 
la.w f ki<^lew8 that the punishment which is threatea* 
ed in the iaiW is too great, is unjua^ is cruel and op- 
ptressiye,; which canaot be: as long^ as God is a just 
being, ^ "'.'-, 
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Thus it clearly appearsi that we could never hare 
atoned for our own sins. If therefore atonement be 
jnade at all, it must be made by some other person : 
and since as we before argued, Christ the Son of Go4 
hath been appointed to this work, we may be sure> 
that it could be done by no other person of inferior 
di£puty. 

It may be inquired of those who deny the necessity 
of the atonement of Christ, whether the mission^ work 
and death of Christ were at all necessary in order to tbQ 
salvation of sinners. If they grant that they were ne- 
cessary, as they exhibit the strongest motives to re- 
pentance, I ask further, could not God by any revela- 
tion or motives otherwise, whether e^stemally or inter- 
nally, exhibited, lead sinners to repentance ? We find 
he did in fact, without the mission, work and death of 
Christ, lead the saints of the Old Testament to repent* 
ance. And doubtless in the same way> he might have 
produced the same effect, on men of modern times. 
Why then doth the scripture say, " Other foundation 
can no man lay, than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ :" 
and, "neither is, there salvation in any other?" If it 
be said that these texts are true, as God hath seen ^ 
to adopt and establish this mode of salvation : It occurs 
at once, that then it may with equal truth be said, con- 
cerning those who were converted by the preaching of 
Paul ; other foundation could no man lay, for their sal- 
vation, than the apo^le Paul, In this sense tqp every 
event which ever takes place, is equally necessary as 
the mission and death of Christ: and it was in no other 
sense necessary, that Christ should be sent and die, 
than that a sfiarrovf shouidfali^ or notjall^ to the ground. 
In short to say, that the mission and dea^ of Chrht 
were necessary, because God had made this constitii- 
tion, is to resolve all into the sovereignty of €rod, and 
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to confess that no reaaon of Christ's mission and death 
is assignable. . 

Besides, if the missions death and resuri^cction of 
Chiist, and the knowledge of them, be, by divine 
constitution, made necessary to the salvation of sin- 
ners ; this will seem to be wholly inconsistent with the 
fundamental principle of the system of those who de- 
ny the atonement of Christ ; I mean the principle, 
that it is not reconcilable with the perfections of God, 
to refuse a pardon to any who repent. If bare repent- 
ance and reformation be the ground of pardon, doubt- 
less all who repent, though ever so ignorant of Christ, 
his death and resurrection, and of the motives to re- 
pentance therein exhibited, ar^ entitled to pardon; 
and if so, in what sense will the socinians say, the 
mission and death of Christ are necessary to pardon? 
Not surely as purchasing salvation, for even those who 
are ignorant of them ; this is abhorrent to their ^hole 
system. Not as exliibiting the strongest motives to 
repentance ; because in the case n6w supposed, these 
motives are perfectly unknown. And they will not 
say, it is impossible fdr any to repertt, who are igno- 
rant of Christ.* 

Again, how Is it more consistent with the divine 
perfections, to confine pardon and salvation to the nar- 
row limits of those who know and are influenced by 
the motives to repentance, implied in the death and 
resur ^ction of Christ ; than to the limits of those who 
repent and depend on the atonement of Christ ? 

• ♦* It is certainly thedoetrine of reason, as well as of the 
Old Testament, that God is iBercifiil to the fcni$ent, and no- 
tlnng is requisite to m^e men, im alL^uationtf the objects 
of his favour, but such Tnoral conduct as he has made them 
cc^pable qf'* Priestly's Corruptions of Christianity, page 279» 
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It may be further inq^red of those geatlem^i 
tioned above^ whether the pardon of the penitent, be 
according to the divine lawj or according to the go^C 
If it be a constitution of the iaw, that every penitent 
be pardoned) what then is die gosfielf And wh^u^m 
does the grace of the latter, exceed that of the former \ 
Besides, is it not strange, to suppose that bare lavf 
knows any thing of refientanct and of the firatm^e of 
fiardon on repentance ? surely such a law must be a 
very gracious law : and a very gractQus tow, and a -vety 
graciouB gOBfiei^ seem to be vecy netprl^ one sold Use 
same thing. It has been commonly understood that 
the divine law is .the rule of Justiee. If so, and it be 
a provision of the law, that every penitent be acquitted 
from punishment ; then surely there is no grace at all 
in the acquittal of the penitent, as the gentlemen to 
whom I now refer, pretend there is none on the sup* 
position of the sadsfaction of Christ;— »Ag;ain> if the 
law secure impunity to all penitents, then jdl the ter^ 
ror or punishment which the law threatens, is either 
)*epentance itself, or that wise and wholesome discip- 
line which is necessary to lead to repentance ; these are 
.ihe true and utmost curse of the law. But neither of 
these is any ^urse at all ; tliey^arc at lest cwon^^ the 
^eatest blessings \t^hich can be besu>wed on those who 
need them* But if it be granted that the bare law of 
God does not secure pardon to the penitent, bat admits 
of his punishment, it will follow t]iat the pum * meot 
of the penitent would be nothing opposed to justice.-* 
• burely God hath not made an unjust law. It also fol- 
lows, that to punish the penitent W4mld be not at all 
inconsistent with the divine perfections^ unk^ God 
hath made a law, which cannot in any insta3K:e be 
executed consistently with his own pei*fections.— 
Aiitl if the fiuniitAmcKi of the penitent^ provided' no 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Nevemty of Atonement. 341 

atonement had been made, would not be inconsistent 
with jtisti<;e, or with the perfections of God, who will 
say, that the pardon of the penitent, on the sole foot* 
ing of nn atonement, is inconsistent with either ? 

If neither strict justice, nor the ditine law founded 
on justice, nor the divine perfections, without an atone- 
ment, secure pardon to all who repent, what will be- 
come of the boasted argument of the socinians, against 
the atonement, that God will certainly pardon and 
save, and that it is absurd and impious to suppose, 
that he will not pardon and save, all who repent ?-— 
Are the socinians tl^emselves certain, that Gfod will 
not do that which eternal justice, his own law, and his 
own perfections allow him to do ? The dilemma is 
this ; — eternal justice either requires that every peni- 
tent be pardoned in consequence of his repentance 
merely, or it does not. If it do require this, it fol"- 
lows, th^ pardon -is an act of justice and not of grace ; 
thffrefore let the socinians be forever silent on this 
Itead. It also follows, that repentance answers, satis- 
fies, fulfils, the divine law, so that, in^consequenco of it, 
the law has no farther demand on tl>e sinner. It is 
therefore either the complete righteousness of the^ 
law, or the complete curse of the law : for cursed is 
every one tliat continueth not in all things written in 
the book ^f the law to do them. It also follows, that 
^ is no moral evil. Doubtless that which desen^es 
no punishment, or token of the divine displeasure, is 
iio moral evil. But the utmost that justice, on this hy- 
pothesis, requires of the sinner, is repentance, which 
is no token of the divine displeasure, but an inestima- 
ble blessingi^-It also followa, that as eternal justice is 
no other than the eternal law of God, grace and truths 
life and immortaUty came and were brought to light 

by Mosesi since, the law came by him ; that the law 
F f 2 
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contains exceedinj^ great and precioua feromiaesy whkh 
promises however, exceeding great and fireciom as 
they are, are no more than assurances, that we shall 
not be injured. — It £;>Uotws in tlie last place Waxjuttice 
and graccy law and goafiel are pedecUy synoaymous 
terms. 

Or if the other part of the dilemma be taken, that 
eiernal justice ^Qe% not I'eqnire, that every peuijr^m be ^ 
pardoned ; who knows but tiiat God may see &t, to 
sufier justice, in some instances, to take place ? who 
will Say that the other divine periections are utterly 
inconsistent with justice ? or that wisdom^ goodoes«.. 
and justice cannot co-exist in the same character I or 
that the law of God is such that it canmtt be. executed 
ia any instance, consistently wiih the divine chamc- 
ter?* These would be bold assertions indemi : let Um 
whQ avows them, at tlie same (line prove them. . In- _ 
deed he must either prove these as»ertk>n^ or owh 
xUht justice requires the pardon of every peniteet, and 
abide the consequences j: or renounce the doctrine^ 
tliat the divine perfections require that every penitent 
be pardoned, without an atoeejncnt.f 

• That law in wl>lch Paul delighted after the inward man ; 
\Thich he decUrcs to be holy, and just, and good t to he glo- 
rious too, nay, in the abijlVact, glory (Rom. vii'. and 2 Cor. 
iii ) and which David pronounces to be p^rfict, and teore de- 
sirable than gold» yea^ than much fine gold: 8W«ei!er afeo 
thia honey and the honey comb. Psalm 3»ix. 

f " Arguments dmwn from such, considerations as those - 
of the moral goyei3iment of God, the nature of things, and 
t(»e general plan of revelation, will not be put off to a future 
lime. The whole compass and force of them is within our 
reach, and if the mmd be unbiassed, they must, I thtnl:, 
dotenmne our assentt** CorrupjUjons of Christianity, Voi t 
^ape27.a 
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EPHESIANS i. r. 

hi whom we have redemftHwt through Ms biot>dj the for' 

j[7vene88 of sinsy accordifig to the riches of his grace. 



H- 



Laving, ib the preceding discourse,' given an 
answer lo the two enquines proposed coficerning the 
netessity^ and the ground o( the necessity of the atone-' 
xnent of Christ, I proceed tb the third, which is, 

III. Are we, iuitwittistanding the redemption of 
Christ, iotgiven freely by grace ^-^That we should be 
&rgiven wholly through the redemption of Christ, and 
yet by free graice^ hath, as I observed, appeared to- 
many, a grand inconsistency, ori^ perplexing d^cut* 
ty. In discoursing cvi this question, I sh^l, 

1. Mention several modes* ill which attempts have 
been made to solv^ thi$(^IBeulty.— 3. I shall suggest 
some considerations which may possibly lead to the 
true solution* 

First. I am to mention several modes, inwhicbat* 
tempts have been made> to solve this difficulty. 

J* Sosne allow that there is no exMH^ise of grac6 ixt 
the bare fiardon* or ju9tiJlcaH9n of the sinner: that aU 
the grace of the gospei consists in the gift of Christ ; 
in providing an atonement; in the undertaking of 
Christ to make atonement, and in the actual making 

• The itbproppiety of expression, ift speaking of pardon 
vfithoMi grace, Would need an apology, were it not common 
IB treatises on this subject. No more is intended, th«n that 
the sinner is aa^uitted or rtieas^ without ^ec^. 
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It. And tts tbe pardon of the sinner is founded on 
those gracious actions ; so fhaf in a more lax sense is 
also said to be an act of grace. As to this account ^ 
of the matter, I hare to observe^p-That it is rather 
yielding to th^ objection, than ainswerin^ it. It is al* 
lowed, in this state of the matter, that the pardon of 
the sinner is properly no act of grace.. But this seems 
iU)t to be reconcUeat>le with the plain declarations o£ 
scripture ; as in our text \ la whom we have redemp* 
tion through hip blood, the forgiveness of sins, ac« 
cording to the richee qfM^ grae^. Being }usu&ed free- 
ly by his grace, through the redcmpuoa that b in Je* 
a}is Christ, Rom. iii. 24, Jh^e and such like passa- 
ges seem plainly to import, that pardon it3»elf is an act^ 
of grace, and not merely that it is founded on other 
acts^ which are acts pf grace. Be^d^ the very Idea 
of pardon or forgiveness implies grace* So for only 
is any crime pardoned, as it is pardoned graciously. — 
Tp pardon a crime on the footing of justice, in the 
proper sense of the word^W/ce, is a direct contra^* 
tion.. 

Again : It is not proper to say, that the pardon of 
the sinner 4s an act of grace, merely because it is 
Ibunded on the gracious gift of Christ, and his gra*. 
cipus aet in making atonement. It is not proper. ta 
aay, that any act is an act of grace, merely because it; 
is founded on another act, which is really an act of 
grace. As well we may say, that if a creditor, by a 
third person, furnish his debtor with money sufficient 
to discharge his debt, when the debtor has paid, in 
this way, the full debt, it is an act of grace in the cred-^ 
itor to give up the obligation. . Whereas, who does 
not see that the furnishing of the money, and the giv- 
ing up of the obligation, are two distinct acts, and 
liowever the former is indeed an act of grace ; yet the 
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ktter ta no more an act of grace, than if the monejr 
had been paid to some other creditor,and ha had {^en 
up ftnt>bligation for the same sum. If it be an act ^ 
grace in the creditor, to deliTer tip an obligation, for 
which he hath received the full sum, because the 
money paid was originally furnished by himself^ then 
it would be consistent with justice in the creditor,^ ta 
retain the oWgatioB, after he has received the full 
sum lor which it was given; or to reject the moneys 
and cast the di^or into piison, though he tenders^ 
payments BiU neithep of these, I presume, wil) ber 
pretended to be just. 

8. Some have attempted to relieve the difficulty no\l^ 
uoder consideration, in this manner : They 'day) Th^ 
pardot) of the sinner is no vstt of g^ce to CHrist^ be^ 
txaUi ^ has paid the debt fot^ the sinnet* : but that K 
is an act of grace to the sinner ^ because the dd>t w&9 
paid, not by the ^nner hiinself, but by Christ. Nor 
was Christ ^ much as delegated by the sinner to pay* 
his defbt. Concerning this I observe, in the^»/ filacer 
Thatiftheatonementof Christ be cohudered as the 
payment of a debt, the release of the sinner seetns not 
to be an act of grace, although the payment be made 
by Christ, and not by the sinner personally. Suppose 
Miy one of yx>u, my audhors, owes a cei^tain sum : he 
goes and pays the full sum hidiself personally. Doubt^ 
less all will agree, that the creditor, in this case, when 
he gives»upthe obligation, performs a mere act of jus* 
ticc, in which there is no grace at all. But in what" 
respect would there have been more grace in giving 
up the obligation, if the money had been sent by a ser- 
-vant, by a friend, or by a thiixl person ? Here I am 
sensible an objection will arise to this effect ; But we 
did not send tlie payment of 6ur debt to God. by the 
hand of Cbiist as our friend i we did not dekgatt hiitf 
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to make atoDeinent tor us ; he was graciously appoint* , 
ed and giveo by God. To this 1 answer, That this ob- 
jection places the H^hoie ^^race of the gospel in firovM- 
mg the Saviour, not in the fiardon of sin. Besides, if 
by dchgating Christ, be meant such a •sincere consent 
and earneat desire, that Christ should make atonement 
£>r ua, as a man may have, that bis friend should diS'^ 
charf^e a debt in his behalf ; without doubt every true 
christianyin this sense, delegates Christ to make atone-» 
nent for his sins. Did not Abraham and all the iaints 
who lived before the incama^on of Christ, and who 
were informed that atonement was to be made for them 
^y Christ, sincerely consent to it, and earnestly desire 
it f and though npw Christ haa actually made atone*^ 
inent> yet eycry one who walks in the steps of the faith 
of Abraham, is tbe subject of the like sincere consult 
to the office ^d work of Christ, and the like earnest 
desii'e,:that by bis atonements a reco&ciUadon may be 
effected betweea God and himself. So that if Christ 
have^ in tbe proper sense of tbe words, ptdd ike debr 
for his people, his people do as truly send him to make 
Ibis payment, as a num ever sends his friend to make 
payment to his creditor. 

Nor is any thing wanting to make any man, or aW 
men, in this sense, delegate Cbrbt to make atone* 
ment for them, but the gift of repentance or a new 
heart. And if God had not prevented them by pre- 
yiously appointing Christ to the work of redemption^ 
all mankind being brought to repentance, and heing 
informed that Christ, on their consent and delegation, 
would make atonement for their sins, would freely^ 
have given their consent^ and delegated him lo the 
Work. 

But what if the people of Christ did jK>t, in any 
^ense^ delegate him to this wprk t would this cause 
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Uie payment of their debt by Christ, to be at all more 
consistent with free gmce in their discharge ? Suppose 
a man without any delegatiot^, . consent, or knowledge 
of his friend, pays the full demand of his creditor, it 
is manifest, that the creditor is obliged in justice to 
discbarg<^ the debtor, equally as if the agent liad acted 
by delegation from the debtor. Or if we had in every 
sense delegated and cOmmis$i(Mied Christ, still our par* 
don would be an act of grace, as still we should be 
treated more favourably than our personal characters 
deserve. 

Now. to apply the whde of this to the subject be- 
fore us: If Christ have, in the prope^ sense of the 
wcH^S, paid the debt which we owed to God, whethei* 
1^ a delegation from us or not ; there can be no inore 
grace in our discharge, than if we nad paid it our- 
selves; 

But the {act is, that Christ has not, in the literal and 
firofier sense, paid the debt for us. It b indeed true, 
that our deliverfioice is called a redemfitiahy which refers 
to the deliveranceof a prisoner out of captivity, com- 
monly effected by paying a certain sum as the price of 
his liberty. In the same strain, Christ is said to. give 
himself a ransom for many, and christians are said to 
be bought with a/»ft*ce, &c. All which scripture ex- 
pressions bring into View the payment of money, or 
the disciiarge of a debt. But it is to be remembered^ 
that these are metaphorical expressions, thejrefore nbt 
litersmy and exactly true. We had' not deprived God 
of his property ; we had not robbed the treasury of 
heaven. God was possessed of as mpch property after 
the fall as before : the universe a<Hf the fulness thereof 
still remained to behis. Therefor<B when Christ made 
aatis^EK^tion for us, he refunded no property. As none 
had been taken awat/y none needed to be refunded. But 
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WKhMAreAeiledaggmaMiOod, wieJietdpsaeticsUffteipwed 
hi* l«v aad autborkjt aodittras necessBi')^> ihaiias 
mtbQcitf Btoold b# su{^|H>rted# a&d that it sbouidi^a 
lUidie to app«ir» that m^alL n^ g^ witboui proper 
tokfi/iB of durkie^ cOspleaaiire and abhorreBcfi; 4hat God 
viU siHutaift hb law ; tiiat .bis auttoitjt and goven^ 
.iMOtahall^tiotbe miffeted tx^fidl iato contempt; a^d 
tkat God is a fiiend to virtnoand holiness and^oi urre* 
conciieable enemy to truiigFessiofir sin aod we^^*** 
Xbeae things wereneceasaiy to be njtade mamfaat^uui 
the clear mapifestation of tha^ thi$gS)ifi9e vHiuae 
lh0 Ufrm, was tht 4ebt whkh war d)ae to God. This 
n^anitastation waa raadein the suffl^ings abd death of 
Qhriat* BatChii^didaoti m^ei^^er^«?o^5 pay the 
debt we <Mved to God ; if he had paid it» all grtKie would 
have be^ occluded f(om the paitdon of tbe sianecv*-*^ 
Therefore, 

3. Others aeeing xlearly that H^se stduticMiaf the 
difficulty are not sati^kctory, have sahittb^ the atones 
inent.of Christ <:ons]^d» not in the |>ayf]^€^:o£ a debti 
but \fi the ymf^mfton qf the 4ivmt lum^ and dumi^fr ; 
that Chnat m^de (hi^ vindiicatipn^ by practiaallf deciar* 
ing the jjustice of the }aw, m his active cibcdience^ and 
by aubmiuipg to the penalty of it, \nbi» death ; tha( aa 
nOiat Christ did ^ si^md in |he Beah, w^as a decla* 
(s^onof the rei^titudaof ^d^yioelawandj^bacai^ . 
ao tt waaiideclarution of theevi^of sin ;jtnd thegiseater 
Ibc evil of ain appears to ^ tb^ frea^t the grace of 
pardon appears to bQ. There%e the a|i^e»eni of 
Christ is so &r frpna dimiiu^sbing $he gi^ce of paidofi^ 
ibat it magnifi^a it. The simt of this is, that si^ce the^ 
atonement consista not in thA ps^mfnt of a debi^ bu^ 
m the vindication of the divine law and ch^M^act^j^ 
there&i^ it is not at ail qf^sed to free grace i^ 
jWd<«a. 
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' -Concernittg this stating of the matter, I beg leave to 
observe ; that if by avindkufi^n ^ the divine law cmd 
eharaeter^ be meant, proof giveii that the law of God is 
j»3t, and tluit the divine character is good and irre- 
proa^haihle ; I can by no memts suppose, that the atoiie- 
tucnt consisted in a vindicatton of the law and charae- 
^fcer of Gdtl. The law i® fto more proved to be jur.t, and 
the oharactor of God is no more proved to be good, tjjr 
the perfect obedience ^sA death of Christ,' than the 
same^ things are proved by the perfect obedieoce of the 
angels, and by ttie torments of the damned. BuHl 
•shall have occasion to enlarge oo this point by and bf , 
Again ; if by vin^caHon ofphc divine law nndcftartUr 
ter, be meant, proof given that God is determined fo 
Siif^rt the authoriQr of his law, and that he will hot 
-i^fi^ it to AXi into contempt ; that ho will also support 
Ms own dignity, will act a cbnsistent part in le^g^station.. 
and4n the exeeetion of his ,law» and wHl not be dlso-* 
beyed with impunity, or wilhoatproper^atisfaction:, 
I l^nti that'by Christ the divine^awand cfmracier are 
vmdUcatmi; so that God cah now eonsistetitly with his 
own hdnour, and tfie authorify o^llis law, forgive the 
flinn^. But how - doesihb make U appear that there 
is any grace in the pardon of the sinner, wl>en Chrii^t 
as his stibfttitute^ hath -made full atoitemcnt for liim,^y 
- yinc&eatitig the law and character of God? what. if r^/? 
simer fiim*eff'j in^ead^f'CW*^,* Itad by obedience and 
suffmag, vindicated the ia^nd character of G€Kl;i}hd 
Inconsequence had been released from farther pmash- 
iftent ? Would J»is rekai&e in ^lis case, have be^n by 
5>f«re, or by justice? Doubtless by the latter and not 
by the former: fer *^ to him that ^rketb, is the re« 
ward reckoned, not of grao6, but of d^."*Rom. iv. 4/ 
Thoftfore why is it not ec}6aWy an act of justice^ ttr rft* 
., tJg -- >;:>^>^' 
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Ij^aae the sinner, in consequence of the same vindic^- 
tipn made by Christ ? Payment of 4ebt equally pre- 
cludes grace, vihrnn made ^y a third p^r^on^^s when 
made by the debtor himself. And since U>e yindicatioB 
• of the divine law and character, made by the. sinner 
himself, precludes grace from the release of the sin- 
ner V vrhy does not the same vindication as effectually 
preclude it, when made by a third person P 

Those iwthors who give us this solution of the diffi- 
culty under ccm^deration, seem to suppose that^ it is a 
8i^Gk:ient solution to say that the atonement consists, 
not in the payment of debt, but in the vindication of 
the divineiaw and character ; and what they say, seems 
to imply, that however or by whomsoever, that vindi- 
cation be made, whether by^the sinner himself, or any 
other person, it is not at all QI^>osed to the exercise of 
grace in the release of the sinner. Whereas it appears 
by the text just now quoted, and by many others, that if 
that vindication were made by the sinner himself, it 
would shut out all grace from his release* And I pre- 
sume this will be granted by tho^ authors themselves, 
on a little reflection. To say otherwise, is to say, that 
though a sinner should endui*e the curse of the law, 
yet there wpuld be gr^e in his subsequent release. — 
It seems then that the grace of pardon depends, not 
barely on this, that the atonement consists in a vindica- 
tion of the law and-^^character of God j but upon this 
pafdcular circumstance amending the vindication, that 
it be made by a third fierson. And if this circumstsuvce 
will leave room for graoe in the release of the ^inneri 
why b there not ai5 much graee in the release of the 
jsipner, though Ae atonement of Christ be a payment 
^f^e. sinner's debt :^ since the payment is attended 
Vfitfe tb^same im/iortant oxid decisive circutnstance, 
that it ismode by a ?/fe>rf^^r*07j.f ^ 
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Objection. But we could not vmdicute the law' and 
character of God ; therefore it is absuM to make the" 
supt position, and to diaw consequences from the sup- 
position, that we had made such ^ vindication. An- 
. swef^t It' is no more absurd to make this supposition, 
tban it is to make the supposition, that we had paid the 
debt to divine justice ; for we could no more do this 
than we could make -the vindication in question. And 
if it iollows from this circumstance, that we neither 
have vindicated' nor could vindi<^te the divine charac- 
ter, that our release from condemnation is an act of 
grace ; why does it not also follow from the circum- 
stance, that we Neither have paid nor could pay the 
debt to divine justice, that our release is an act of 
grace, even on the supposition, that Christ has in the 
literal sense paid the debt for us? 

Thus, hot any of these modes of solving this grand 
difficulty, appears to be satisfactory. Even this last, 
which seemed to bid the fairest to afford satisfaction, 
fails. Therefore, 

Secondly. I shall suggest some considerations, 
wluch may possibly lead to the true solution. .The 
question before us, is, whether pardon through the 
atonemctit of Chiist be .nn iicvoi justice or of grace, ^^ 
In order to a proper ans*-er to this question, it is of pri- 
mary importance, that we iTave clear and determinate 
ideas affixed to the words justice and grace, 

I End the word justice to be used in three distinct 
senses : sometimes it means com?m4,tativ e jusiice, some- 
times distiibutive jQstXcG^ and somctimeJi what may be 
cMed general or /lublic ]i\s\ice. 

Commutative jnsiioQ respects pr^erty and matters 
of commerce solely, and secures to every man his own 
property. To treat a niali justly in this sense, is not 
U> deprive him of his property, and whenever it falls' 
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mto^ oi(r hai|$te» W restore It dulji or to mstke ilue jpj*" 
ment of debts. In <mo vrord> comniotatlte justicels 
t^ violate no man^ proper^. 

IHatribtUrvc justice consUttsin properly rewardii^ 
TUtueor good cofiduct^ and punishing trlmes or vicious 
oonduct ; and it has respect to a Qian^s persotiai moral 
ekaracler or conducts To treat a m^ jostiy in this 
sense, is to treat him according to his persiuwl char* 
acter or cbndact. Commutative justice in the recov« 
ery of debts, has no respect at all to the diaracter 
or coiKluet of the debtor, bufr merely to the property 
of the creditor. Distributive jostice in the pi^niish* 
mcnt of cfki(2cs, has no respect at all to the property 
of the ciiminal ; but mte rely to his personal conducts 
unless his property m^y^ in son^ Instances^ enhan^ 
his crimes. 

General or jiubHc justice comprehends all moral 
goodness: and though the word is Glen used fo this 
sejjse, it is really an improper use of it. In this sen'i^^ 
whatever is rights is said to ht justy or an act <A justice i 
and whatever is iprong dr improper to be done, is said 
to, be iinjtistj or an act of Injustice, To practise justice 
in this sense, is to practise -agreeably to the dictates of 
gciisral benevolence, or to seek the glory of God and 
the good of the universe . A k'l whenever the^ glory of 
God la neglected, it may be said,- that God i^ injured or 
di'/irlved of his right. Whenever thfe general good is 
neglected or impeded, the universe Way be said \o suf- 
fer an z.jury. For. instance j ii Paul were now to be 
cast down from heaven, to suffer the pains of hell, it. 
would be wrong, ^ it would be inconsistent with God's 
covenunt faithfumess, with the designed exhibition of 
his ^brious grace, and wiih the good 6f the universe*' 
In tWs sense, it would not hufjust. Yet in the sense oi 
tMatributivs ]\i^\xc^y iuch a treatmem ofFluil woqld be 
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fwsrfectl^ justi as it would be no more than eorrespoad- 
ent ta bis personal demerits,^ 

The terra grace^ comes now to be explained. Grn£t 
is ever so opposed to justice, that they mutually limit 
each other. Wherever grac^ begins^ jmiice ends; 
and where ver^«<w begins, j^rtfce ends. Grace, as op- 
posed to commuiative justice, is gratuitously to relin- 
quish your prbpepty, or to forgive a man hb debt— 
And commutative 2>]/z^^^re is to demand more of a man 
than your o^vn property-. Grace as opposed to justice 
in the distributive sense, is to treat aman^more (avour- 
ably or mildly, than is correspondent to his personal 
character or conduct. To treat him unjmtly is toiuse 
bim with greater severity, than is correspondent to his 
personal character. It is to be remembered, that in 
fierswml character I include punishment endured, as 
well as actions performed. When a man has broken 
any law, and has afterwards suffered the penalty of that 
law ; as he has, by the transgression, treated the law 
with contempt, so by suffering the penalty, he has sup- 
ported the authdrity of it : and the latter makes a part 
of his personal character, as he sunds related to that 
law, as re^Uy ajj the former. 

With regard to the third kind of justice, as this is 
improperly called justice, and as it comprehends iall 
moral goodness, it is not at all opposed to grace; but 
comprehends that, as well as every other virtue, as 
truth, faithfulness, meekness, forgiveness, patience^ 
pi:udepce, temperance, fortitude, Sec. All these ai% 
right and^r, and the contrary tempers or practices are 
wrongs and iiyuriouB to God and the system : and there- 
fore in this sense of justice are unj^mu* And even grace 
itself, which is favour to the ill-deserving, so far as it is 
wise and proper to ba^exercise^, makes but a part of 
this kind of justice* 
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We proceed now to ap^ly the$iQ expJi^doiis taih^ 
solution of thc^ diiHicuUy: under cm^^kijenijticai. Thi& 
qu^fitioQ, i& ihi&i Is Uie pardon of tke sin^r^tiixoni^ 
t^ aton^xp^nt of Chri:>t» aa act of justice or of grace X 
To which I tmswer, I'hiit ;^dUi respect to cojmmUfltiv^ 
justice, it is neither an s^ct of }U»iice nor 0(f grace.-^ 
Because commutative justice b np| coDcer^ied iQ tbe 
^ffair« We neithex owed «ioii^- to the JReitJ^^. iw^jr di<i 
Christ pay any oo oi^r behalll tils atoDeiQeiit is not ^ 
paynientof our debt. ]f>t iiad beeU) our discharge 
vould have been an act of njcre justice, an4 i^ot of 
grace. To make tlie sinner also pny the debt, which 
had been already paid by Cfamt, voultlie manifestjy 
iojuiious, opipressivey and bc^yond the U9und^ of cooi- 
mutative justice, the rule of which is^^^that eY0ry n>afi^ 
retain and recover his own ptxipertytwd |hat,pnlyi— 
Sut a debt being .i>aid,,b}' whomsoe^v#r it be paidi the 
creditor ^a« recovered his property, and tl>crefore iias 
a right to uctliing tdniier. Itl.^ eitoFt^ or attempt to 
<:xiort, aoy tUii^ furthot, he pi*<K;c^ds beyond hi« 
liglit and is giulty of Li justice. So that if ^^hris^ ha|l 
paid the debt for liie believer, he wpujd be-dii>eha|^ecl, 
jiot oh the footing of grace, but of strict justice. 

Widi respect to c^Wn^if/zV^- justiee,.th^ tUpchar^e of 
the sinner is wl>oUy an aot of grace. This kind of jiw- 
ticc, has respect twilely to tte pei^onal eh^^^ter.and 
condtictof i is object. And xba nis a mm treated JM^I^ 
when he is^ieat^ad accordi^ to his .pepsatjal mor^ 
<:baract6r. If he be xreaiednipce faf^onrably tha|^ i^i 
corfesp^nd^nt to hjb -pcFtonal clwrftcter, fje is 'the ob- • 
jedt of grace. t%ii^ ftemQual character f {w distrib^^ 
uve juatice^ha.s P5itaes|)ipct t^o the character of a thmL 
person, or to any thing \ik\^ may 4>e doneo^^ulfetred 
by another person than by h^p, who is the jobje^ct of 
tiU» justice, or "fiho is pn jiiaV^ t^ te^rdc^oi^ liUjn^ 
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jelled. AikI with regard tolhib case now before 11$, 
what if Cluist lius mude atonement for wn? This 
Sk»ii>ement fionstitutea no i^trt of the persbnaUharacier 
of the sinncri bttt his personal character is essentially 
the i^me^ as it woold have been^ if^hrist had made 
DO atonem^nt^ At)d 0t the slmier^ip p8rrdon,Jb treated, 
not 6ftiy tt^re fovottraWyj htti infinitely mor^ favoura* 
bly, tlwi is c^t espohd^nt to his personal characjerj 
his pardon is ^yhoUy an act of infinite grace.v If it were, 
in the sense bl liistributtvis j^ustiee^ an act of justice : 
\tt wouVdbeinj«fred,ifa pardon were refused hira*-^ 
Butus tjie case is, fee Wo^id not 6e injured, though m' 
-pardon were refused him ; 4>ecattse he would not be 
tr^ated'morennfia'cktrabiy than is correspondent to his 
perscinal ch^Wer. 

^ Tlifrefoi^e though rt h.e true, that if a tHrd person 
. pay a debti thc»*e would be noi grace exercised by th^e 
orecfitor,^ in discharging the debtor, y^Wlren a third 
person atones for a cmne, by suffbring in the stead ^f 
a criimnalj4\if^ is c^itirc grtice in the discharge of tiie 
cnminal, and distributive ju^iee still allows Mnrto be 
pni^hed in his own person. The reiason is, what 1[ 
have n^ationed already^ that justice ^in punishing 
crimeai respects the per^mal character only of the 
criminal : hm in thfe payment oi debts, ft respects the 
recovery of property c^ly. In , the former case, it ilad» 
mils ^f any tre^atment i^bich is according to his pesr 
sonal ckaracten : in t be Mter, it admidi of nothing ibe*- 
jpond-the recovery of prppsBrty. 

So that thoi%li Chiist has made complete atone»- 
ment fo^ the sins dfs^l his discipt^^i and tiiey are jtis^- 
tified wlwaBf thfougii bis redei.^.dn^ yet they i^ 
3uStifiedtwh|Gttfjt^i%u:e« Be^misethey^i^^^ 
not^made atonemenc for their sins, orsi^Ibted the cnrsfe 
-ipf the law. Therefore they haye nb c&ina to^dis^ 
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charge on accoant of their own f^ersomil conduct and 
sufforlng. And if it is objected^ that neither is a 
debtor discharged on account of any thing which te 
hath done personally, when he is dbchavged on the 
ptxynaentof his /tebt by a third person : ^et justice 
does not adinit, that the creAor recover the debt 
again from the debtor himself « why th^n does^it^ad- 
Tnit, that a magi^rate iniiic^tlie punishment of lacriine 
on the criminal himself, ^hen atonement has been 
n»ade by a substiiute i The answer is, that justice in 
these two cases is very diffisrentj aftfd respects very 
different; objects. In rrwfwVr^ causes> it respects the 
persolial conduct or character of the criminal and ad- 
mits of any treatment which is coirespondcnt to that 
conduct. In «Vi/ causes, or matters of debt, it re- 
spects the restitution ^f property only^ and this bei#g 
made, it-admits of no fuiiher demand. - 

In the; ^/ifrfl^ sense of fustise before explained, ac- 
cording to which any thing is just, which is right and 
best to be done ; the pardon of the si^er is entirely 
an act oi justice: . It is undoubtedly most conducive to 
the divine glory, and general good oi the created sys- 
tem^ that every believer should -be pardoned ; and 
therefore, in tlie present sense of the word, it is an act 
of justice, The pai*don of xhe siniier^ is equally an 
zxXoi pistice^ if, as some suppose, he be paKloned 
not on account of the death of Christ, considered as an 
eqinvalentto the curse of the law denounced against 
the sinner; but merely on m:count of the jjo^itive obe- 
^ence of Christ* If thb be the mode and the cp^di- 
4ion of pardon established by God, double ^ pardon 
granted in this itr-Je and on AjjiS/^dhdiilon, is most 
-Offlducive to the divine glory and ^he^gteteniJ good;~ 
Theref(M:e it is, in the sense of justice now4mdcr con- 
^deration^ msa^ioi Justice ; insoxntich Ih^t if ps^cidcm 
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Wereuiwrt gratiited in thk mode, the divine ^ioiy woul4 
-be tarhished, and the general good dimirushed> oi* ^^ 
universe would suffer an injury. Tiie saipe- would \e 
orUe^if Gddliad in iaict granted pardonj wthout aiiy 
atonentent, whettier byj suffering or obedience. We 
XTvight have argued fi^tsm that &ct^ Xh at infinite wisdom, 
saw it to be moat condudlve to t^ecUySne glory and 
the general gjood^^ t^' pardon without ^n ato^e^^ent ; 
and of course th« jf pardon h^ not been granted in 
this way, both the divine glory and .gewral good, 
would hAve been dlnd. ^ \edy a^ injustice would haifo 
iieen done ta the^univene* ' In the saioe siense the gift 
of Christ, to bc^ our saviour^ hi» uadeitaWng tojsaye 
us,' and every other gift of God to . h.is>ereature% are 
acts oi justice. But it must be rememberedr that this 
1% an improper* sense of the wordjfW^iV^, 5«di5 npt 
at all opposed to grace, but implies it* Fpr all thdde 
divine acts and Tgifts just mentioned, though in this 
sense they ar^ acts of/M^w, yet are ?it the sai^e; tune, 
acts of pure grace, ' 

In this sense of Ju^kcj the word seems to be med 
hf the^postle' Paul, Rom. Hi. 2^. ^To dccjikre his 
Tti^/tteo'UsneBB (;or justice) that he might h^ju^t andth« 
jusrifier of him which belieVeth, in Jei^tis/* That God 
might be just to./am^e(f uiid to the uftpacrse^ AgJHu in 
Psalm Ixxxv. 10. "IVIercy andtruth are met together^ 
righjteouHneBs vsaA peace ha^^c kiissed each other.*'r— 
IHghteousness^ in the dlstribtUive ^ense, h^th not kiss* 
ed peace with respect to the sinner j but so fiM" as it 
«peak8 any thing, calls for his punishment.. But ihe 
public good, and ^e divine gloi'y admit oT.peace with 
the sinner. In the same sense the'^ord occurs m tlie 
version of the psalms in eommc^ use among us, whera 
it is siiid, " justice is pleased and peflce i^ given*"-^ 
Agaiu ii**Ulic catechism of the assembly of divxufiSi 
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ivh^re thef saj^ ** Christ offered up himflelt a aftciifiee^ 
Id s^ff divine ^WftVf/' 

.Tlius it appeiirst that the pardon ^ftbe sinnet*^ Ih 
teference ^o dUtriibitiive justice, wbich is the only 
prop^ sense of the woM, with respect to tiiis matter, 
is entirely an act of grace, and that akhoogbbels par- 
doned wholly through tlie redemption of Jesus JChfist. 

It is in the same sense an act of grace, as the gift 
of Christ, or any* other most gracious actof God.-*- 
Though the sinner, is pardoned wholly through tlie re- 
demption of Christ, yet his. * idoii is an act of pwrc 
grace, because ih it he is ^reati?d inconceivably* i«ore 
favourably than is correspondent to his personal char- 
acter. » ' 

The pardon of the sinner,' on thii plan of the re- 
demption or the atonement of Chtist, is as entirely aik^ 
«ct of grace, "as If it bad been granted on an atone- 
ment made, not by the sufFMngs bf CliHst, but mere* 
ly by his active obedience. For if we suppose, that 
tlwt atonement of Christ consists wholly iii the obc* 
dience of Christ, not in his Btifferings, in what sense 
would the pardon^of the sinner be an act of grace, ih 
vhich it is.not atn act^ grace, on die hypt^the^is con- 
cerning the atiin-ement >vhicli hath been now stated^ 
Pardoa i$ftO more procured by the payment of the sin- 
ner^s debt, in tlw one case, than In the other. If it %e 
smd Uiat Christ's sufifeHhg the curse of the law is the 
payment i^^he debt ; I answer, this is no more apay- 
ment of the debt, than the vobedietice of Christ. ^ if it 
•be said that Christ's ohediencv only honours and mag- 
nifies the Ka^, I answer. No more is donei)y the suf* 
Jrringa of Clvrist. '^It is f rue, that if the sinner b^par- 
donedon account <>f Christ's obedience, he Is tleated 
Atore favourltbly than is c6rres{>ondent to hts personal 
chawwicr.. The «ame is true, if he i>e pattbued oh 
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account of -Christ's sufferings. If it be aaid,.that in 
tlie one case, Christ suffers, as the substitute of the 
sJAner; I answer). In the other case, he abeyB as the 
^jbstitute of the sinner. In the one casej Clui^t hai 
by his sufferings made it consistent with the general 
goody to pardon the sinner ; in the other case, he hath 
made the same thing consistent with the general good« 
by his obedience. Apd if this circumstance, that the 
pardon of the sinnei* is con^stent with the general 
goody abolishes gra<^ from his pardon in the one 
case* the same circumalance is productive of the same 
effect, in the othei^ The truth is, that in both cases, 
the whole grace of pardon con^ta inthiay ssidLthU 
QTil^ that the sinner b treate(]l^.infinitely mote favour^ 
ably, than is correspondent to bis personal eharacter, 

Again: Acpordingjtp this scheme of the atone- 
ment, the pardon of the siuner^ is as wiiolly an aict 
of grace, as if he had been pardoned without any 
atonement at all. If "the sinner had been pardoned 
without any atonement,^e would have been treated 
more favourably than is coreespcmdent to iiis own chalr^ 
acter : so he-is, when p^trdoned through the atone* 
ment of CKcist. In the fonner case, he would be 
pardoned, without a pigment of his- debt : so he4ein 
the latter. If the measures taken by God, to secure 
the public good, those measures consisting ndther in 
any personal doing or suffering of the sinner, nor in 
the ps^rm^ot of debt, b^ inconsistent w|th grace in^the 
pardon of the sbneiv in the one ease ; doubtless wliat* 
ever measures, are taken by God,, to secure the public 
good in the other case, are equally inqonabtent wkh 
grace in paixlon. And no man will pretend^ that if 
God do pardon the sinner without ^ atonen^em^ he 
will pardon him in a Way which is inconaistet^t with the 
. public good. In tbis view pf the objection, either the 
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bare AircumstaDce that ihe pacdon of the sbmeriji 
con^tem with the public good/ia>that iK?hieh aboU^os 
the ^rdce of pacdon ■; or k is t)ie |>ai'tiaiiiar .lood^^ In 
which, tbe cocm&tence of pafdoQ atid ,tbe publkg^od, 
18 brought About. If the bare circmmsuoice of the 
^OAsisiettee of pardcm and the pabtic jg^ood, be that 
.Which aboUshee the grad^^pavdoa; thmvit seemst 
that Id order that any pardon tnay be gracidus, it mis^ 
be intonmunt irith tbe'pul^te^good ; and thetvfbne Ac 
pardon of the shpfiier iKitbout anf A^onementy beii^ by 
the concesskm of the objeetoK^ a gradous act, is ^ 
ooBUBtent with the general good of the joniverae, aod 
with the glory ^Jid perfections of God, an4 therefore 
oan never be granted by iloc^ as long aa he is possess- 
ed of kifinite perfection and goodneaSf whereby he is 
4iecessanly disposed to seek the good of the universal 
flfstem^ or of his o^n kingdom. 

Or if it be saidi thatit nthtfiariituhir mode^ in whic^ 
the consistence between pardon and Uie pubUc gpod is 
, brought abouty which aboiidhes ^the graceof psu-dcki,; 
in this case it is rinouiKibent on the objec^nr^ to point 
^oot what there is in the m^?> winch u opposed lo / 
^^race in pardon^ He ottinot pceteni^ th^t in ibis 
jnodsy the debt of the i^nner is paid f or Ihat in re- 
{wmanoe the^s^Mier^g peraonal character is so attered, 
that he thow deserves tu> punishment. If this \i:ere 
.thec^se^ there wotild certsdniy be no grace<in his par- 
4lon. itiBmo>grticei and no imr4<mf neteo pnm^a 
^BSR who 4e9crveM no punishment ^If^he objector 
^were to hold, that the perionai character of the mn* 
tier is^so aitered^by lepentance^ thio- he no longer de* 
seti^M punmhmetttf hewouid at once confotehUown 
Aiheaie of ^i»cieB^ .pardon. 

Neither can it be . pretcxb^d, by the adroeatea for 
{lardfio ivith^ut atonenoit, that thereds any grace in 
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pardon, many other view than this, that the sinnef* is^ 
treated more fa\'ourabl7, than is corredpondent *to his 
persom^ character. And pardiMi 6n such an atonc- 
ineot a« Christ hath inade> is, in the same view, an 
act <Jf gi^ace* So that if the troe ideii of gnace^ witH 
xespect to 4his^ snbjeet be^ a t)realfnent of u srnnep 
Diore favourably iY&n is ooifres|iondent to h^ personal 
ch^usacter ; the pardon of the sinner through the atone- 
meiife «tf Chiist, is an • act of ftmte , g¥ac^. If this be 
^ not the true^idoaof grace> let a better be given^ and 
I am^ wiiling to examijve it 4 and presume that on the 
SQOst thorough examkiaiion of the matter, it will be 
fi)und, that there is as much gca^o in the pair4pi^ of the 
sinner, through .the i^onemeft of Christ,, as without 
any .atoneoieiit . at aU« Surely it will npt be pleaded^ 
that it is no act of grace to treat a slider more &vottr« 
ably than is correspondent to his own personal charac* 
ter t if s^ch^ treatment be not more favourite than is 
coi^j^poi^ent to the pers^iufc) fibaracter/Of some otirer 
Hian, 07 some.othel* beiog^ and that it is no^tof 
gffa^e in a jHPi«^-'t^ Tpai!doii€^^pwiiftV:frt>mv rojpect 
tp the merits >of.tliei cri^minal's &ther i. or^iih^t if .Capt.\ 
AsgiU had becn4l>c murde^eip o^ Capt^Huddy, there lA 
would have be^n no grace ei^ercised in t)ie par^n of |j 
A^ill,, f^m respect tottue inte^«i^w»i of tl^ ^ourt^' 
of Frwvcc. :..;;. / 

. On every hypotfeesis conc;ermng;^tl|e ino4e op cc^-. 
ditioaof pardon, it must be allpiive^, tb^ God 4^«. 
jpenses.pardor^ fro|qa regard to ^Qme .cii'^|usjtance».or 
jppcturepf circu^stj^ces, whiijl^^renders tj>e pardon 
hqth consistent ^itb the genei:^ f^^ andjmbsenriont 
to it : and whatever this be, ^^hetjjfe^ the death o£ 
Christ,, or any thing else, provided it be not the pay^.. 
m^nt of mon^eyit and provided, the j^rsoi^al character 
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of the maw be the aamei it i& eqw^ coQ^tesd pr 
teeonaittent with gmea m pardon^ 
In 8fa(»t» the wiiole strength of ihU ob^tson, in 
^_ iMch the aockiuAs have ao mach4rhimphed, that com* 
^ plete atoneinent » iiicoiiaisteBt ^«kh grace* ift the pai^- 
don ef the aameis depends, on the supjMimdony that the 
aleaenie«t of Ch»ist cemivtsriQ thelUeral payment «le 
d^ which we tywed to God ; aad^ ^lis gpretuidlese aap- 
peaitieft bong aet aside^ tlie-objecti|[m jiaelf app^&rs 
r equal^ groundfesa, and-Yaniahe&iihe dew befdre the 
ami* 

Whatever hypetbem we adopt coBcemiiig the par** 
ikmof the ahmery whether^ive euppose it to be graated 
OB aceomitof the deaths Chnat I or on^iiccoafiief'the 
obedi^ce of Chnst; or abaokite^ without eay eteee^ 
ment ; all will s^^ree iir tlii% that ^1% gmnted-ia aueha 
w«yi or on auch condtdons-onfy) iiaam consent with 
the general good of the moral-sy.stefB ; and from a re* 
gard to aome etent or circtmistaiice» or junctufe ^ 
arcumstancest wh|ch eauaeft pardon to be ooDsiatent 
with the general good. And th^ cireumaianee m^j^mc- 
tore of ciiTumaUince% may aa well be calM the i^it€ 
of pardon, the ranaom of the sioeef} See. ea the death of 
Cfanat. And whereas it i^objected) that if God g9?anc 
a pardon from respect to the atonementof Chiiatf we 
ere under no obligation to God for t^ grace of pa^^cHi^ 
I niswer that whenever God grants a pandoe, from re*^ 
apect to the circuoistance or juncture of ciroumstsmcea 
before mentioned, it may as weUJ)e pleaded^ that the 
ainner ao pardoned, ia under no obligations of gratituBe 
to God, 07f account qf/iis/iurdon ; for that it was grant* 
ed from regard to the general good, or to that circum* 
stance which rendered it consistent with the general 
good, and net from any gradous regard to ^iz« i or 
that if he be under itny obligation to God, it is to bim 
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^ te atttfaor of ilmt JCsromfttilftiiee^iM* i|bMt«x}« of cir- 
cttimtances, which rtmbrs lii»pai'fto'%n6^snef^(ri¥iU^ 
the general gottd, and m^-to hdm, «s Hie dhpimsef ef 
Ms pardoftr^ It is d^jetited, that if^ ^the fteheme 
of pai-dbn .tii»ugli the ^onemeftt lof Clfiist, ve *e 
under any «^)liggl^ ler©<jid at4dl, it iernwercfly <m *6- 
^soimt 0f tfee ppdritdoB of tine ^««ito«fi[ieftt, ftKd^not ^ 
accottiii «if p«i?don'lt»etf. 

B^^ap^ soinei kwth to t^Hnqitish this ob§«et^ 
•ay, Thougli it be «n»e, that thfe pardon of the «»mer, 
on -accott»t of the atonement of <:hrlst, be a real act 6f 
g!^!ar<? ; -^p^afd it not iftrre been an aet of 5^*/^ g«pe, 
to patdon afesolnt^y^^tiiotit an atbnftittem ?— Tfife 
qiie«tiafii»4at>aWe^ a twofold coftttrodtion. If the 
nwt^ngbe^ WlwtjK&p^herew^ttldTOt fiave been more 
S^de^nlanilwted ^tmareb the nmtr^ If hl^pardon h^ 
been ^rant^^ without aJiy attmaewient ? I unsi^^, % 
tta mc^aiift^ tocaueeio |>ut t^ quewioii in tl^ isemty 
is the same asto aste, Wliether ttite &vOur^^at^i^ 
f^ranted ifirithoiit an atwieiweot, would fiOtr ht greater 
incorfipawson wifh the OTsfner's piBPSonal ^aradtef', 
tkan itis wlimi.|franted on accawant of tlie ^oliei^aitof 
Cotter? Or wliether there would Hot feave been^^ 
grealeir distwtec betwefen the good ^ pardon, Snd t!*e 
dw»eritt>f tiic sinner^ personal ebai^^i^, if fiis par- 
^^ had ^en granted without an atoneitt^t, tiifen ifit 
be granted On-accoont of the at<«fcft>^rtt of C^^irbt ? Bit 
the good, \ht safey, th6 indemnity of pardon, or of de* 
Mterance from cpii»^emnation, is the i^ry same, in 
whateteri^y lt*te granted, whether through an atone- 
Hient ornot, whether in a way of grace or in a way of 
debt, whether from a i^egai-d ta the mterftsof CJhrist, or 
the merits of thfe ^ner hfinse!f. Again, tlie personal 
characier of the sinner is also tfee same, whether hfe be 
pardoned thxisugli an ittoiwetiitem 6r not. If his pardon 
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he granted without an atonement, it makes nm the de- 
ment of hb pereonal character and conduct the greater : 
or if it be granted on account of the atonement of 
Cluisty it makes not the denneritof fab personal charac- 
ter the leas. Therefore as the good of pardon is the 
fame, iii whatever way it be granted 5 and the per- 
sonal character of the sinner pardoned is the same ; tlw 
distance between the good of pandon, and the demerit 
of the unner'sxharacter is also the same, whether he be 
pardoned on account of the atonement of Christ, or ab- 
solutely, without any atonement Of coui^se the ^r^on 
of the sinner is not an act of greater grace ta him/ierson' 
^y» if gt^nted without regard to any atonement, than 
if granted from regard to the atonement of Christ. 

Biit perhaps the meaning of the question stated above, 
is, Whether, if the sinner had been pardoned, without 
nn atonement, it would not have exhitmed greater 
grace, in the dknne ndnd^ or greater^ goodness in God; 
and whether in this mode of pardon, greater good 
would not have accrued to the \miverse. The answer 
to this question wholly depends on the necessity of an 
at9nem^nt, which I have endeavoured briefly lo show> 
in the preceding discourse. If an atonement be ne- 
cessary to SMpport the authwity of the law and of the 
moral government of God, it is doubtless necessary to 
the public good of the moral system, or to the genei^ 
good of the Ami verse and to the divine glory. This be^ 
ing granted or established, the question just now stated?^ 
ipomes to this simply i whether it exhibits greater 
^race and goodness in the divine mind, and securer 
greater g^ood to the universe, to pardon sin in such a 
mode, as is consintent with the general good of the uni- 
verse ; or in such a mode as is inconsistent with that 
important object ?-r-a question wl^ich no man, from re- 
gard to his own reputati^ would choose ti^ proposcv 
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SERMON III. 

EPHESIANS 17. 

In whom we have redemption through his bldody thefor* 
givetiess o/sins, according to the riches of his grace, 

Xj[ AVING, in the preceding discourses, consideT- 
cd the particulars at first proposed, which were, That 
we can obtain forgiveness in no other way, than through 
the redemption of Christ — The reason pr ground of 
this mode of forgiveness — and the consistency be- 
tween the complete atonement of Christ, and free 
grace in forgiveness — The way is prepared for the fol- 
lowing inferences and reflections : 

If the atonement of Christ be a substitute for the 
punishment of the sinner according to the divine law, 
and were designed to support the authority of that law, 
equally as the punishment of hell ; then we may infer, 
that the atonement of Christ does not consist in shew-- 
ingy that the divine law is just. — With regard to this, 
I venture to assert two tilings — That the obedience 
and death of Christ do not prove, that the divine law 
is just— That if they did prove this, still merely by 
that circumstance they would make no atonement. 

1. The obedience* and death of Christ do not prove, 
that the divine law is a just h\y'. The sufferings ci 
Christ no more prove this, than the punbhment of 
the damned proves it. The former are the substitute 
of the latter, and were designed, for substance to prove 
2ind exhibit the sj^me truths, and to answer the same 
H h^ ^ 
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ends. But who wiH &af that ^e tormetits of \^vtr 
damnett pi*ove the justice of the 6Mxic law ? Nonu^ 
is thb proved by the sufferngs of Clifist* ff the jas-* 
dee of the divine law be ciM4 iA qa^tioh, tlv& justice 
and moral perfection of €rod h of course eqital^cdl* 
ed in question. This being the esse) whale?er he ^m^ 
say, whether by ol)edleMee dr suKiteg, to te^fy x}m 
justice of the liiws must be considered as tiie testimony 
of a party in his own cause ; and also as th6 testimi)ny of a 
being whose integrity is as much disputed^-as the jus* 
tke of the law. It cawiot thereibre be recced as 
proof in the case. The tes^mor^ of €rod, wheihcar 
given in obedience or suiTedng, so ion^as^ hli^chSbt^ 
ier is disputed) as it witt bty so long as the justke of 
hb law is disputed, proves nehber that tke law Is |u^ 
in realiiu^ nor that it is so in Ai« cke^a e^dmatioTU. Ahe^ 
kig ^tt disputed character may he supposed to testify, 
\)oth contrary to reality, and contrary to his eivn knoM- 
edge. And OS the character of the Deity is di^«iled, 
by those IV ho dispute the justice of the divhie law; so 
there is the sanie foundation to dtspnte the character 
«nd tcSlimotiy of the Son of God. Thet*tfore the Obe- 
dience and death of Christ do not prove* that the di> 
vine law h just, * 

2. If the obedience and death ©f Christ did jtfove 
that the law is Just; siill by this drcumstance, they 
would make no atonement lor sin. If it were a tmth^ 
that the obedience and dea^h of ChHst did pr«ve th& 
divine law to be just, and merely «» 7^^ iicc^iw made 
atonement, the ground of this ^ruth would be,^ 4]^^ 
whatever makes it mai^st that the law is just, 4Bake8 
atonement. The essence -oi tbe «t<^ement, oo this^ 
hypothe»b, is piacedi^ the^maniiesUilksciof the ju^ke 
of tbe divine law. Therefore this mantfes^a^mh how- 
ever, or by wtomaocvcr it be^ n^C; Is aa-^teiipmeHt: 
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But 9g the ^w is really JMS^ it was doubUest in the 
{tE^vfir^inteite ifUdpin to manifest the justice 9^1^ 
toratiooa(cre«Ui(ies, withput .either the ob^di^nceot 
the deetb e£ Christ, or of mj other person* If it WQre 
Ii0t in 4ie pever of in&ute^ wisdom to manifest the 
jtt8li«e o£ the dWine IsL^t without the death of Christ \ 
Dien iC Christ: had notdicdt^ aU men had peiUhed 
a^cQinS^ to the la^f^ ii silver would have appeare4 
4hat the, law is just*. Eat bare attention to the law itseli^ 
to the reasooi ground^ and necessity of it» especia% 
-when this attention is excited, and the powers of the 
inind are ai^ledf by even such a divine iafiiience>as 
God doeskin fact aometimeii give to men of the most 
^pi^ved characters; is sufficient to coiwince of the 
lastice of the law* But ther^ can be no dispute? wbe* 
ther the senetifying and savini^y illumiQating infiu* 
ences of the spiiit of God> without the obedience and 
death of Christt would convince any man of the justice 
of the Uw. We have no more reason to dispute this, 
thva to dispute, whether t^ angels who kept their 
first estate, did betieve the justice of the law, before 
they were informed of the incamatipn and death o£ 
Christ. According to this hypoUtesis therefore, all 
that was necessary to make atonement for mankind, 
was to communicate to them sanctifying grac^, or to 
lead them to repentai^:e ; and as to Chr^gt, he is dead 
in vain. . 

Beudes ; if the obedieooe an4 death of Chri&t did 
ever so cr^bly manifietst th^ justice of the law, what 
atonemept» what satis&ction £cir sin, would this make ? 
hdiw would thii* st^iport the authority of the law I how 
v^mld this make it to ap^pear, that the transgressor 
may expect the moat awful consequences from his 
transgression r<M^ that transgressioii is iofimtely 9bo^ 
.minaUe in the )Ught of God I And how would the 
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lAanifestadon of the justice t>f the law, tend to restraifer 
men from transgressing that lawi "Whatever ^le 
effect of su^h manifestadon may be on the mfeds of 
those innocent creatures, who have regardftojtistice 
or moral rectitude ; yet on the minds of those who arfer 
illsposed to transgress, and have lostth^ proper' sense 
•f morsd rectitude, the manifestation ^ould h^tve tfo 
cffcctHal tendency to testrain them from transgression z 
therefore wonW in no degree answer the ends' of ^he 
punishment threatened io the liiw, nor be any atone- 
ment for sin. 

Perhaps some may suppose} that what hath now becti 
asserted, that the death or atonement of Chiist does 
not prove the justice of God and of his law, is Incon- 
sistent with what hath been repeatedly suggested in 
the preceding discourses, that it is ah end of the death 
or atonement of Christ, to manifest how hateful sin is 
to God. If the death of Chiist manifest God's hatred 
of sin,' it seems, that the same event must also manifest 
God's love of holiness and justic^e. In answer to this, 
1 observe ; that the d^ath of Christ manifests God's 
' hatred of sin and love of hbliness, in the same sense as 
the damnation of the wicked manifests these, Viz. on 
the supposition that"the divine law is just and holy. If 
It be allowed the divine law is just and holy, then every 
thing done to support and execute that law, is a decla- 
ration in favour of holiness and against sin ; or a de- 
tlaration of God^s love of holiness and of his hatred of 
iniquity. Both the punishment of the damned, and 
the death of Christ declare God'j^ hatred of all itaiis- 
gression^ of his law. And if that law be holy, to hate 
the transgressions of it, is to hate sin, and at the same 
time to love .holiness,. But if the law be not holy, no 
such consequence will follow : it camiot, on that sup- 
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position, be inferred from the divine hatred of /rans- 
jpre^tfton, t hat iGod^ either hates «fn or loves hoUneaa, 

Again ; we majr infer from the preceding doctrine> 
that the atonement of Christ does not consist essential- 
Ijr in his active or positive obedience. By atonement 
I mean that which, as a substitute for the punishment 
whicli is thi*eatened in tlie law> supports the authority 
of that iaW) and the dig^ty of the divine government. 
But the obedienoe of Christ, even in the mast trying 
circumstances, without any tokens of the divine dis- 
pleasure against the transgressors of the law, would 
never support the authority o^the law, and the dignity 
of the divine government. It by no means makes it 
appear, that it is an evil and bitter thing to violate the 
law* and that the violation of it deserves, and may be 
expected to be followed with most awful consequences 
to him, who dares to violate it. A familiar example 
may illustrate this matter. It is the rule or law of a 
certfun family, that a particular child shall steadily at- 
tend the school kept in the neighbourhood, and that if 
he absent himself for a day, without license, he sMl 
feel the rod. However after some time the child be- 
ing weary of observing this law, does absent himself, 
and spend the day in^jChm. At night the' father being 
informed of it, arraigns the child, finds him guilty, and 
prepares to inflict the punishment, which he had 
threatened. At this instant, the brother of the offend- 
ing child intercedes, acknowledges the reasonableness 
of the law, v^hvcXx his brother hath iraosgressed, con- 
fesses that he deserves the penalty, but offers himself 
to make satisfaction for his brother's ofJence.— Be- 
ing interrogated by what means he expects to make 
satisfiiction ; he answers. By going himself to school 
the next day. Now tan any pne suppose, that in 
this way the second .child can make satisfaction for 
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, th^ oipBce of tfee first I Or. that if \he fst&er were to 
accept the ,propQ9alr l^e would find ^Ihe >aathority of fais 
Jiiw, Jiad the government of Ms £M|^Sy supported with 
digtiUy I Or that the ofiPending obildy or the other 
. cluldren of the £gMXiUy) tvould by ihk meai» be effcc£t- 
\XdMy deterred from future offstDcestJif the like Jiatttre t 
And however trying the dtx^ufftstftnces offing to 
school may he^ if thoie^circi3|&5U»)(ce& be no^ken ef 
the father's displeaauce at ihetiiiobedient ehiid's trans- 
gression ; still the going to school, tsC the second child f 
will not mak&the least satisfaetk^i^ for the trfTence of 
the first. 

I venture to s^ further, That not only did not tiie 
atooeiQent of Christ consist eaeeauiaity m hk tfcitve 
. obedience th^i that liis active .obedience M^as Ti&patt tf 
his atonement properly -sQ c^ied» aor essential uiit>^ 
The perfect obedJM&oce of Christ mas douhlAess neces* 
,.s^ry in order to-the-due exeeu^on of his propheiicsl 
and priesdy offioe; in order to his kitereession : and 
also in oi*der that the s^vat«)n of bb discipUs might 
fbiy a rewar4 of his obedience. -ButtlMU; it wasaecet- 
sary to si^ppQrt the authority of the 'divine law kltb6 
pardon of sixmer^^ does not appear. If Chriat ^mself 
could possibly iiave bQen.4^,^^[J^r, and had immade 
satiafswitlou fo^ kisown sin • it does not appear, hiit^^ult 
.af^rwar^ he inight also i^atisfy for the sins of his ^eO' 
pie. Xr the 4^re^Qder ,tp the crown of Great Brteaaiy 
shpuid w^ige Wiir agaiostking Georgtym the f^rse of 
the war should be taken, should be brought to tiirfj 
and be condemned to the block 5 will any man say that 
the king, of Frtgice, by becoming the substitute of tie 
pretendei?,,and ,sugiyingin^his steadr could not makfc 
atonement for the pretender, so as effe^t-iMjlfy to sup- 
port the authority of the :gritish laws and governfnent, 
Aftd discourage all future guoundless pretensions to the 
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BfWah cmVB I Y^t tbt kitig ctf Prani^ cmild^adfib 
perfect obedtence to the B^tishla^«» E^^et^ the »m<'' 
ner himself, but upon the sopj^kieir of the- iafhi^e 
evil of sin, could t^ liia own; sufferings, atone for his 
sinsv Yet he could not ejchibH a |>erfect <A»^dichce. 

Beside; if the bar€ obedience oi Christ have made 
atpnement, why coold not the' repentance and perfect 
. obedience4>f Christ's pet^lethemseJves, have answer* 
ed, in«tea<i of the <^dfencc of Christ? Dotibtlefes if 
they had suffered the penalty of the divine law, it woulrf 
have answered to ^upporttbe authority of the law, and 
the vigour of the divine government, as really as the 
d^ath of Christ. And since- the etcmaF suflfeHttgs of 
the peqile of Christ, would have an»wcrfed the same 
e!^ of supporting the authority of the law, as the suf- 
ferings of Christy why would not the eternal perfect 
repentance and obedience of the people of Christ, have 
aaswered the same end, as his obedience in their be- 
half? If it would, both the death and obedrence of 
Chiist as our substitute, , are entirely in vain. If th6 
elect had Qn\y been converted; and made perfectly and 
perseventfgly obedient^ it would have answered every 
purpo^both of ^le death and obedience of Chrisl.— * 
OriCthe obedience of Christ in the fi^sh wei*e at alt 
necessary^ it was not necessary to support the authoritj' 
of- the law and govcmment of God ; but merely as it 
wa$ inost fme, that he should obey. It war necessary 
in t^ same sense only, as that the wind should, at this 
raiment, blow from the north'^ast, and not from the 
SG^th-west, or from any other quarter. 

9 the mere active obedience of Christ have made 
atonement for sin, it may be difficult to account for the 
punishment of any sinners. If obedierice without 
any demonstration of divine displ^sasure at sin, will an- 
swer every purpose of the divine aiithority and govern* 
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saent, in some iostances, why oot in all umt^H^ff-*^ 
And if the obedience of sinners themselves will ans«:e^ 
as really as ths^ of Christ* vv:hy migtit not all men have 
been led by divine gra<;e to repentance) .and perfect 
subsequent obedieneer and in that way been saved from 
the curse of the law ? . Doubtless they might : nor was 
there originally^nor is there now, without any consider- 
ation of the atonement of Christ, any other necessity 
of the punishment of any of mankind according to the 
laW) than that which results from mere soYereig;n wis- 
dom: in which sense indeed it was necessary that 
Christ should be given to be the saviour of sinners, 
that Paul should be saved, and that every other event 
should take place, just as it does take place. 

From our doctrine we also learn the great gain 
which accrues to the universe by the death of Christ. 
It hath been objected to the idea of atonement now ex- 
hibitedj that if the death of Christ be an equivalent to 
the curse of the law, which was to have been inflicted 
on all his people ; then there is on the wliole no gain^ 
no advantage to the universe : that all that punishment 
from which christians are saved, hath been suffered 
by Christ, and therefore that there is just as much mis- 
ery and no more happiness, than there would have 
been, had Christ not died. To this I answer, 

1. That it is not true, that Christ endured an equal 
gvantity of misery, to that which would have been en- 
dured by all his people, had they suffered the cqrse of 
the law. This was not necessary on account of the in* 
finite dignity of his person. If a king were to con- 
demn his son to lose an ear or a hand, it would doubt- 
less foe esteemed by all bis subjects, a proof of far 
greater displeasure in the king, than if he should order 
9ome mean criminal to the gallows : and it would tend 
. more effectually to support the authority of the laWf 
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Ibr the violatian of which, this punishment should be 
inflieted on the prince. 

2. Th^ if it were true, that Christ endured the very- 
same quantity of misery, which was due to all his 
people ; still by his death an infinite gain accrues to 
the universe. For though the misery, on thiti suppo- 
sition, is in both eases the same, and balances iiself; 
yet the positive happiness obtainecl by the death of 
Christ, infinitely exceeds that which was lost by Chiist. 
As the eternal I-.ogos was capable of neither enduring 
tnisery, nor losing happiness, all the happiness lost 
by the substitution of Christ, was barely that of the 
man Christ Jesus, during only thirty-three years : or 
rather during the three last years of his life : because 
it does not appear, but that during the rest of his lifa 
he was as happy, as men in general, and enjoyed as 
much or more good, than he suffered evil. But the 
happiness gained by the substitution of Christ, is that 
of a great multitude, which no man can number, of 
all nations, kindreds, and people and tongues; Rev. 
vii 9. Now iT the happiness of one man fojc three 
yeara^ or at most for thirty-three years, be equal to 
that of an innumerable multitude throughout eternity, 
with the addition of the greater happiness, which Christ 
himself must enjoy now that he has brought so many 
sons to glory, beyond what he would have enjoyed, if 
" all these had been plunged in inconceivable and end- 
less misery : then it may be justly said, on the present 
hyppthesiSi that by the substitution of Christ, no ^* 
vantage is gained to the universe. But if the latter 
infiniteiy exceed the former, the gain to the universe, 
even on the supposition, that the sufferings of Christ 
were equal to those,, to which all his people were ex? ' 
pQsed, is infinite, 

li - 
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I may also heiKpe take occasioii to oppose ad ^^ioit 
which appears to me erroneous ; which is^ That the 
perfect obedience of Chrisit was ibi a great measure 
designed) to show us, that the divine law may be obejr-' 
ed by men. It shows^ indeedi that it may be obeyed 
by a man in personal unkm, with the divine nature^— 
But how does this showi that tt may be obeyed by a 
mere man I If we should Mso alk>w^ that it shows^ 
that A nwn born into the world in ptrfect innocence^ 
and who is not a fallen creature^ may obey the law i 
yet how does this proYQ> that it may be obeyed by a 
CUlen creature) dead in trespasses and sins ?*-It is aa 
undoubted truth, that there is no inability in tnen to 
obey the law, except that which is of a moral naturei 
i^onsisting in the disinclination or disa^ection of 4heir 
own hearts ; which does not in the least excuse' them 
in their disobedience. But this is manifest by ^her 
considerations, than the perfect obedience of Christ i 
if it were not, it would not be manifest at all. 

Another remark which naturally offers itself in dis« 
coursing oo this subject is, thut Christ's obedience to 
the firecefita of the law, without submitting to the 
curacy would by no means prove the justice of that 
curse. This is the idea of some : That God sent hit 
Son into the world, to obey the precepts of the iaw^ 
and that his mere obedieiice of these, pi-oves the jus* 
tice both of the precepts and of the penalty of the 
law, I hate already given the reasons by ^hich I am 
itiade to believe, that the obedience of Christ does not 
prove the precepts of the law to be just. But if it 
did prove the firecepta to be just, it would not there^ 
fore prove thofienaity too to be just. As the pt*ecepts 
of any law may be just and ^reasonable, yet may be 
enforced by a penalty which is unjust and cmiel ; so 
the proof that the precept is just, does not at all 
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pfovC) but that the penalty niay be unjust and cruel. 
Indeed as th^ penalty of any law is designed to sop»- 
port and enforce the precept of that law, so to prove 
th« justi^ie of the penalty, proves the justice of the 
precept : becau^ not the slightest penalty can be just) 
when applied to enforce an unjust precept. But this 
rule wlien inverted, doth not hold good. T<i prov« 
the jtrstice of a precept, Jloes by no means prove the 
Justice of the penalty by which that pi^cept is enforc- 
ed. So that if Christ have proved the precepts of th« 
divine law to be just, this by no means infers the jus* 
tice of its penalty. On the other hand ; if Christ 
came to prove the justice of the law, and all that he 
has done to this effect, have an immediate reference 
to the precepts only j and if he have done nothing ta 
ostabUfih the justice of the penal part, considered by 
itself; the aspect of the whole will be> that the penal 
part is unjustifiable, and that for thk reason be did pot 
pretend to justify it. 

The subject wliich hath been under our considera* 
tion, also shews yx^ in what sense the sufferings of 
Christ were a^r^«2^ie to God. It has been said) that 
it is inctiedlbiet that mere pain should be agreeable ti» 
ft God of infinite goodness ; that therefore the suffer* 
ings of Christ were agreeable to God only as a proof 
of the strength of the virtue of Christ, or of his dis<* 
position to obey the divine law. If by mere /«h» be 
meatnt yiam abstracted from the obedience of Chrnt^ I 
cannot see why it may not be agreeable to God. It 
certainty is, in the 'damned : and for the same reason 
might have been, and doubtless was, in the ease of our 
Lord. The Father was please^ with the pains of his 
iion, as they were neceioary to support the atithoiity 
ef his law and government, in the salvation of annert*. ~ 
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Another reflection naturully suggested by dus^ub- 
ject 18, that in punishing soiue sinners according to 
the curse of the law, and in requiring an adeqi^te 
^uoneraent, in order to the salvation of others ; God 
acts, not from any contracted, selfish motives, but frona 
the roost noble benevolence and regard to the publU^ 
good. It hath often and long since been made a matter 
of objection to the doctrines of the future punishment 
oi the wicked, and of the atonement of Christ ; that 
tht*y represent the Deity as having regard merely 
to his own honour and dignity, and not to the good of 
bis creatureS) and therefore repi'esent him as de&cient 
in goodness. But can it be pretended to be a proof of 
goodness in God, to suifer his own law, which. is the" 
perfect rule of virtue, to fall into contempt ? However 
it n)ight afford relief to some individuals, if Grod were 
to suffer his moral kingdom to be dissolved ; can jt be 
for the general good of the system of his creatures ? 
Is It not manifestly necessary to the general good of 
the creat.ed system, that God's moral kingdom be 
li^holden ? and that therefore the authority of the di- 
vine law, and vigour of the divine government be 
malnUuned ? If so, -then it is also necessary to the 
general good, th^t punishtneats be inflicted on the dis- 
obedient and lawless ; or that they be pardoned in con- 
sequence only pf a proper satisfaction or atonement* > 

So that tho^e very doctrines which pf aU others ^re 
made matter of the most objection to the divine good* 
ness or benevolence> are clear proofs of goodness, and 
are absolutely necessary to it. If a prince should ei* 
ther make no laws for the^government of his subjectS| 
or should never execute them : but should sufler all 
crimes to pass with impunity ; you would by jio means 
esteem him a good prince^ aioiing^^at the good of hi§ 
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jhibjetts : you would not hesitate to pronounce him 
eitheV very weak 6r v6r}r wicked. 

In reflecting on this subject, we may notice the rea?- 
son, why so "many, who profess to be advocates for the 
doctrine of atonement, yet place the atonement in thaf, 
in which it does by no means consist The principal 
reason ^eems to be, that they have conceived, that the 
idea of Christ's having suffered an equivalent to the 
punishment, to which all his people were exposed, is 
Miconsistent with grace in their pardon. But if I have 
been so happy as properly to state the ideas of-justice 
and 5^rflc<?fit appears that there is as much grace in the 
pardon of sinners on account t)f such an atonement as 
that just mentioned, as there ^ould be on account of 
to atonement consisting in mere! obedience ; or as there 
^Irould be in pardon without any atonement at ail. 

Hence also we see, that the death of Christ in our 
stead , is not useless or in vain. The opposers of Christ's 
substitutioh and atonement, assert, that no good end is 
Answered by the sufferings of an innoceAt, amiable and 
virtuods person, in the stead of the guihy. But surely 
to support the authority of the law and of the moral 
government of God, is not a vain or unimportant end. 
It was not in vain that' Zaleucmy having made a law, 
lliat all adulterers should have both their eyes put out, 
and his own son being the first who transgressed, put 
ifdt one of his own eyes ^nd one of hb son's. Hereby 
he spared his son. in part, and yet as effectually sup- 
ported the authority of his law, as if it had been lite- 
rally executed. Nor was it in vain, that during the 
late war, a soldier in the American army of a robust 
constitution, pitying his fellow soldier <)r a slender con- 
stiHitioi), who was condemned to receive a certain num- 
ber of stripes^ petitioned to be put in the place of the 
lis 
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criminal, and actually recie^ed ttje stiipes:* For the 
authority of the martkl law \Vas effectually supported, 
and perhaps by this means, the Sfe or fotur^ faeahh 
and service of the criminal were preserved^ whkh 
would otherwise have been lost. 

Neitlicr vTas the death of Christ in the stead of tin- 
ners, any injuiy done to mi innocent person* As well 
may we say, that Zaleucns, or the soklier just men^ 
tionedf were injured : Or that a man is injured, when 
anolber man receives th6 money of him, vhich he vo- 
luntarily tenders in puym^nt of the debt of a third per- 
son : Or that a man is injured, by the surgeon, who 
takes off his leg to preserve *his life, the xnmi himself 
consenting, and desirinj^; him so to do. 

Again 5 we may observe in what sense jmiice and 
the divine tatu are sati»Jh€d by the death of Christ ; and 
in what sense the atonement of Christis properly caUed 
a satiafactiQu, It is only the third kind of jiistice before 
ineniioned, that i^ Hatift/hi.d by the death of Christ No 
man fo^ the reasons already given, wiii pVeftcnd that 
commMto^/t;<? justice is satisfied by Christy for the ixm- 
trovcrsy between God and the sihnei^ is not cotu^eming 
property. N6r is distributive justict^satis^ed. If it 
•were, there would indeed be no more grace in thedi*" 
charge of the sinner, than there is in the discharge of 
a crinunal, when he hath efndu red the full punishment^ 
to which according to law, he liath been condemned. 
If disuibutive justice were satisfied,^ it wobld have no 
further claim on the dinner. And to pimish him| 
when this kind of justice* has no cldint on him, istp 
treat him more unfavourably or severely than his per- 
sonal character deserves. If so, the penitent believer, 
considered in his otm fieraon^ deSei'ves even acccK^iHg 

* This I am informed wns reaTfact , 
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^ the strictnesa of the divine |^w» nopunUbmentjund 
that merely ^bjecause he rep«;nt» and believes : ahdif 
«Of Tepentc^ce »tid &ith sMisf)r the laW) c>r ai-e i^he curse 
of it, as I hiwe^^dr^y s^ovn. If distributive justice 
belsatisfiedj it admits of no furthet punishment, and to 
^tdiish him further, would be as ppsitively unjust^ at 
to continue a man's punibhment^ after he hath endured 
the full penalty of any law* If distributive justice be 
satisfied by *Chiist, ig the behalf of sinnersy then the 
rule of distributive justice is not the personal character 
of a man, but the character of his friend, his advocate^ 
or representative ; any m«in hfis a right, on the footing 
of dbtribu^^ve justice, tp be treated according to the 
character of his friend nir representative. Therefor^ 
if a subject rebel ag^nst his sovereign^ and procure a 
man of a most unexceptionable and amiable character^ 
to represent him^ and plead bis catise before hb SQve* 
reign, he has a right on the footing of distributive jus* 
lice, to be treated according to the character of hb re- 
presentative ; and if he be not thus treated, he suffers 
an injury ; he b abused. Un this principle, no pii^e 
pr magistrate ' will have a right to punish, for ai^ 
crime, a subject who can procure a man of a virtuous 
life, to represent liim and plead his cause. 

But perhaps it will be 8i«d, that dbtributive justice 
is satisfied by the death of Christ, because he placed 
him9Q}( in our stead, a^d suffered in our room ; and 
that whenever ^ person thuH substitutes himself £6r 
another, and suffers the punishment due to that otheti 
that other hath a right to a discharge, as distributive 
justice is then, satisfied. Now according to this object 
tion, the true idea of distributive justice is, to treat a 
man either according to his own stifierings, or accords 
ing to the stifferings pf his representative. And if ac« 
(^rding to the 9Ujfmr^9s£\m representative^ why nol 

Digitized by VjO0QIC 



380 Inferences and Refiectwiis. 

according to the obedience of his representative. And 
this brings us just wkere we wei-e ; that every man 
may in jttsHce demand, to be treated according to the 
cbaracter of his representative ; which i& absurd. 

Distiibutive justice therefore is not at all satisfied 
by the death of Christ. But g^eneral justice to the 
Deity and to the universe is ^tisfied. That is done 
by the death of Christ which supports the authdrity of 
the law, and renders it consistent with the gfory cff 
God and the good of the whole system, to pardon the 
sinner. - . 

In the same sense the iaw tf God is satisHifed by the 
death of Christ : I mean as the divine glory and the 
general good, which arc the great ends of the law, are- 
secured. In this sense only is the atonemenfof Christ, 
properly called a aati^facU&n ; God is satisfied, a» by it 
his glory and the good of his system are secured and 
promoted. 

Objection, But is not distributive justice tUsplayed 
in the death of Chiist ? Answer* Tlie question is 
ambiguous t if the meaning be, Is ndt distributive jus* 
dee satisfied I I answer, for the reasons already given, 
in the negative , If the meaning be. Is ^here not an ex- 
hibition made in the death and sufferings of Christ, of 
the punishment to which the sinner is justly liable ? I 
answer in the aflSrwiative ; distributive justice is, in 
this sensct displayed in the death of Chr^t. Butitib 
no more displayed, than th^ fiuni^hmenf of thesLmer is . 
displayed, in the death of Christ,^ ^ ' 

It may be proper here to notice the sense, in which 
justice admits o£ ihe salvation of sinners. It Iwth beeii^ 
said, that justice adndu^f several tMngs which it doea 
not chmand : That it adW/« of the salvation of Paul, bul 
does not dejnand it. = And it would acfw/ also of iJiie 
damhatiof) of Paul| but d^es Hot defnar^ tbat^ But i» : 
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these instances the word jmtict. is used in twp very 
different senses^ which ought to be carefully distin- 
guished. When it is said, justice admits of the salva- 
tion of Paul, the third kind of justice before describedf 
must be intendeds The general good admits it : neither 
the glory of God nor the good of the system, opposes it. 

But distributive justice* which requires evjery man 
to be treated according to his personal character, does 
iV>t adpiit that Paul should be saved: So far as this 
kind of justice says any thing concerning this matter, 
it demands that Paul be punished according to law :— * 
AiHiiftbis^Justice be made the rule of proceeding in 
the case, Paul will inevitably be cast off. This kind of 
justice no i|u>re admits of the salvation of Paul than it 
admits of the salvation of Judas. Hut it is said, that 
*' justice admits of the salvation of Paul, but does not 
demand it." Justice ^o the universe doea demand it, as 
fully as admit of it, and the universe would suffer an 
injury, if he were not to be saved : but justice to the- 
univ^r^e, neitl>cr jlemands nor admits of the salvation 
of Judas. Whereas distributive- justice to Paul per- 
sonally, as much demands that he be not saved, as that 
Jiuias be not saved. 

But if wc yi'mX make a distinction between what jus- 
tice admits and what it demands^ the true and only dis- 
tinction seems to be this? Justice admits qf any thing 
which is not positively unjust j pf any favour however 
great or manifold : But it demcmdsnoxhm^ibwX. barely 
what is just, without the least favour, and which being 
refused, positive injustice would be done. Distributive 
justice then admits of the salvation of Judas or of any 
other annerj as surely no injustice would be done 
Judas in his salvation ; but it demands not this, as it is 
a mere favour, or something beyond the bounds of 
•metre justice ; or it is no injury to Judas^ that he is not 
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saved. Neither does distribucive jusuce deman4 the 
salvation of Paul. But public justice both adnnit& aad 
^mands both the salvation of Paul and the daoinatioa 
of Judas. On the other hand, it neither admits nor 
demands the damnation of Paul, nor the salvsition of 
Judas. But distributive justice, accoixling^ to the {^re* 
sent distinction between the meaning of the words ud-r 
tut^ and demand^ thou^ it admiu both of the salvation 
and damnation of both Paul and Judas ; yet demands 
neither the salvation nor damnation, of the one or th© 
other : Or, to express the same thing in other words; 
no injustice would be^done either to Paul or Judas per* 
sonally, if the^ were both saved or both damned. Dis^ 
tributive justice never demands tiie pt^ashment of auf 
criminal, in any instance ; because no injury would be 
done him, if he were graciously pardoned.' It demands 
only that a man be not punislied being Innocent : or be 
not punished beyond his demerit ; and that he be re- 
*warded according to his positive merit 

These observations may help us to understand a dis- 
tinction, which to many hath appeared groundless oy 
perplexing : I mean the distinction of the merit pf coj?- 
^digmty and merit of congruity. Merit of boih these 
kinds refers to rewards only, and has na'reforence to 
punishments : and that is deserved by a merit of condig* 
nity which cannot be withholden without positive injuiyi 
That is deserved by a merit of congruity which is a 
proper expression of the sense which the person re- 
warding has, of the moral excellency of the person 
• rewarded ; which however may be withholden without 
positive injury. Of the former kind is the meriti 
Which t\€rY gopd and faithful citizen has, of protec* 
tion in his person, liberty, aud property, ai\d the merit 
of a labourer who has earned his wages, . These can-* 
I not be withholden witliout posiuve injury. Of \k^ 
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krtter kind is the niCiit, which some enunently wise 
and virtuous citizens have, bf distinguishing honour* 
or marks of esteem. If these be withhokjen, the^ 
proper objects of them, may indeed be said to be 
neglected, . but not posj tively injured. 

This subject teaches also, in what sense God w-aa 
under obligation to accept, on tl^e behalf of the sinner, 
the mcdiatbn and atonement of Christ. It hath been 
daid, that when Christ offered to make atonement foT 
sinners, God was under the same obligation to accept 
the offer, as a creditor is to accept the proposal of any 
man, who offers to pay the debt of another. This is 
not true : because in matters of property, all that the 
creditor hath a right to, is his property. This being 
offered him, by whomsoever the offer be made, be 
has the offer of his right : and if he demand more, he 
exceeds his riglit ; and he has do more right to refuse 
to give up the obligation, on the offer of a third pert 
son to pay the debt, than to ixifuse the same, when the 
same offer is made by the debtor himself. All will 
own, ;ifhiat if a creditor were to refuse to receive pay- 
ment, and give up the obligation, when the debtor of- 
fers payment ; it would be abusive and unjust : and let 
any 'man assign <a reason why it is not equally abusive 
and unjust, not to receive the payment, and to give up 
tlie obligation, when payment is offered by a third per- 
son. ^ 

But it is xjuite otherwise in atoning for crimes, in 
which distributive^ x\ot commutative justice is concern* 
* ed* As the rule t)f distributive justice is the fieri(Onal 
character of the person to be rewarded or punished, 
and net /ir<i/itfrfy ; if a magistrate refuse to accept any 
sfsbstitute, and insist on punishing the criminal him- 
self, he treats him no otherwise, than according to his 
personalcharacter, and the criminal suffers no injus- 
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dee or abuse. Nor is the magmr^te under ^tny 6bU<- 
gatioQ of distributive justice, or justice to the criminal 
himself, to accept a substitute. 

Il is true, that the circumstances of the case may- 
be such, that it may be most conducive to the public 
good, that the offered substitute be accepted ; in this 
case wiitdom and goodness, or public justice, will re- . 
quire that it be accepted, and the criminal discharged. 

This leads me to observe, that it hath iilso been saidf 
that when Christ offered to become a substitute, and 
to make atonement for sinners, God was under no ob^ 
ligation to accept the proposal. This, I conceive, is 
as wide of the truth, as that he i^as under the same ob- 
ligation to accept the proposal, as a creditor is, to ac- 
cept the proposal of a third person, to pay the debt of 
his friend. The truth is, The glory of God and the 
greatest good of the moral system, did require, that 
Christ should become a substitute for sinners; and 
that his offered substitution should be accepted by God. 
This was dictated and recommended by both wisdom 
and goodness. So far therefore as wisdom and good- 
ness could infer an obligation on the Fathet, to accept 
the substitution of his Son« he was under obligation to 
accept it. But this obligation was only that of the 
third kind of justice before explained, a regard to the 
general good. 

This subject further teaches us, that that constitutioti 
which requires an atonement, in order to the pardon of 
the sinner, is nothing arbitrary. That divine consti- 
tution which is wise and good, as being necessary ta 
the good of the moral system, is not arbitrary. But if 
an atonement was necess£^ry, in order to support tbe~ 
authority of the divine law, and the honour, vigour and 
even existence of the divine moral government, while 
sinners are pardoned ; undoubtedly that constitution 
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vhkh requires an atonement, in order to the pardon 
of the sinner, is the dictate of wisdom and goodness, 
and by no means, of an arbitrary spirit. 

Hence we also learn in what sense the death of 
Christ renders God firopitioua to sinners. It does so 
only as it supports the authority of his law and govern- 
ment, and renders the pardon of sinners con»stent 
with the good of the system, and the glory of God. 

Finally : This subject teaches the groundlessness of 
that objection to the doctrine of atonement, that it re- 
presents the Deity as inexorable. If to refuse to par- 
don sinners unless it be in a way which is consistent 
Vith the good of the moral system, is to be inexora- 
ble ; then that God will not pardon sinners without 
atonement, or in a way which is consistent with the au- 
thority of his law, and with the authority and even ex- 
istence of hb moral government 4 is indeed a proof, 
that God is inexorable. But unless it be an instance of 
inexorability, that God will pardon sinners, unless it 
be in a way which is consistent with the good of the 
moral system, there is no ground to object to the doc- 
trine of atonement, that it represents the Diety as inex- 
orable. On the pther hand ; that God requires an 
atonement in order to pardon, is an instance and proof 
of truly divine goodness : and if he were to pardon 
without an atonement, it would prove, that he is desti- 
tute of goodness, and regardless, not only of his own 
glory, but of the true happiness of the system of his 
moral creati^res. 

Kk 
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UNIVERSAL REDEMPTION. 

Extracted from the Chriatian Observer's Review of 
Simcon*s Skcletona of Sermons^ VoL IL page 29, 

WE were rather surprised at the apparent hesitation 
with which Mr. Simeon speaks of the extent of our 
Savour's satisfaction (page 266) ; since our 3tst Arti- 
cle and our sacramental service have decided the point 
in such strong and Unequivocal language. We think 
the want of a necessary distinction upon this head has 
produced considerable confusion. The propitiation of 
Christ, in its value and in its offer, is universal and il- 
limitable ; but with respect to its ultimate effect, it i5 
confined to a certain number. 



Extracted from the Christian Observer's Review %f 
JDaubcnei/*s Vindicia jinglicana^ VoL III. page 430. 

THE strong conchision respecting the necessai*)^ 
Anti^calvinism of our Church, which at page 85, and 
in many other parts of his work, Mr. Daubeney has 
drawn from the assertions in our articles and liturgy 
on the subject of universal redemption, will hardly be 
found consistent with the well known fact, that many 
of the most learned and pious Calvinists have be^n 
amongst the most strenuous approvers and defetiders 
of them : witness the names of Sanderson and Bever- 
idge, the former of whom composed the preface to th^ 
liturgy as it now stands, containing an unqualified com- 
ipendation of its contents. The latter has been no les? 
explicit in a sermon on the liturgy^ 
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For a modem instance we refer the reader to that 
excellent work, intitled " The History of the Church 
of Christ.'* The learned and pious author would un- 
questionably be called a C^vinist by Mr. Daubeney. 
But how does Mr. Milner express himself on the sub- 
ject of particular redemption ? " On occasion of the 
controversies, Augustine was objected toi as denying 
that Christ died for all. But Prosper, his admirer and 
follower, and as sU'iciLa predestinarianasany writer in 
any age, maintains that Augustine ' held that Christ 
gave himself a ransom for all' Doubtless the natural 
and obvious sense of scripture is the, same,* and the 
notion of particular redemption was unknown to the 
ancients^ and I wish it had remained equally unknown 
to the moderns."t What language can be more de- 
cisive ? And we may add that when Dr. Haweis ex- 
pressed himself " shocked that the scriptures of truth 
should be treated thus slightly, alluding to the above 
statement, the present Dean of Carlisle defended his^ 
brother by quoting the following passage — *' of God our 
Saviour who will have all men to be saved, and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth, For there is one God, 
and one Mediator between God and man, the man Jesus . 
Christ, who gave himself a ransom for all." The 
Dean adds, '' one would think that any plain man 
might be allowed to infer from this ' scripture of truth,* 
that Christ died for all, without shocking the nicest 
feelings." t 

• See particularly, 1 Tim. ii. 
t Vol. ii. page 445, Boston edition.' 
I Preface to stcond edition of first vol* Omitted m Boato)* 
edition. 
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PECULIARITY OF REDEMPTION, 

From FuUer^H GoBpely vforthy of all Acceptation. 



IT is proper to enquire, Wherein the peculiarity of 
redemption consists \ If the atonement of Christ were 
considered as the literal payment of a debt \ if the mea* 
sure of his sufferings were according to the number of 
those for whom he died, and to the degree of their 
guilt, in such a manner as that if more had been saved, 
or if those who are saved had been more guilty, his 
sorrows must have been proportionably encreased, it 
might, for aught I know, be inconsistent with indefinite 
invitations. But it would be equally inconsistent with 
the free for^veness of sin, and with sinners being di- 
rected to apply for mercy as sufifilicantsy rather than as 
claimants. I conclude, therefore, that an hypothesis 
which in so many important points is manifestly incon- 
sbtent with the scriptures, cannot be true. 

On the other hand. If the atonement of Christ pro- 
ceed not on the principle of commercial, but of ihoral 
justice, or justice as it relates to crime ; if its grand ob- 
ject were to express the divine displeasure against 
sin,* and so to render the exercise of mercy, in all the 
ways wherein sovereign wisdom should determine to 
apply it, consistent with righteousness ;t if it be in itself 
equal to the salvation of the whole world, were the 
whole world to embrace it; and if the peculiarity which 
attends i(, consist not in its insufficiency to save more 
than are saved, but in the sovereignty of its application^ 
no such inconsistency can justly be ascribed to it. 

•Rom.viilS. f Rom. iii. 25, 
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